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Multi Tiered Systems of Support
MTSS

Multi-tiered System of Support (MTSS) is an integrated, 

comprehensive framework that  aligns academic, 

behavioral, and social-emotional learning in a fully 

integrated system of support for the benefit of all 

students.  MTSS offers the potential to create needed 

systemic change through intentional design and redesign 

of services and supports to quickly identify and match to 

the needs of all students.            California Department of Education California SUMS Initiative



MTSS Core Features

• Effective teams that include school and community data
• Data-based decision making that include school data beyond ODRs and 

community data
• Formal processes for the selection & implementation of evidence-based 

practices (EBP) across tiers with team decision making
• Early access through use of comprehensive screening, which includes 

internalizing and externalizing needs
• Rigorous progress-monitoring for both fidelity & effectiveness of all 

interventions regardless of who delivers
• Ongoing coaching at both the systems & practices level for both school and 

community employed professionals



Academic

● First Best Instruction
● Targeted Small Group Instruction
● Data Driven Decisions
● Teacher Clarity
● Kagan Cooperative Learning Structures



Academic Highlight: Opportunity Hour

● PLC: Professional Learning Community
● Data Driven
● 30 mins. once/week
● ~50 students in groups <3 students
● >70% double/triple growth on MAPs



Behavioral

● Elementary: Character Counts 
● Secondary: Character Education
● Expectations and Reteaching
● Play groups
● Consistency among aides



Social-Emotional Learning

● School Psychologist
● School Social Work Services
● Social Work Intern
● Part Time Counselor*
● Middle School Social Group

-Lions Quest



Atley Buechler
Social Work Intern

● Provide counseling to students and 
groups.

● Promote home to school 
communication.

● Provide intervention strategies to 
school staff.

● Develop activities to enhance 
students’ personal growth and skill 
development.

● Assist students with academic, 
attendance, and behavioral support. 

Tuesdays and Fridays



Questions 
About 
MTSS?


