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What is the NWEA and why to do we administer it?

◉ Universal screener that allows us to gain a better 
understanding of what skills students have achieved and 
what they are ready to learn next.

◉ Adaptive test that provides the right amount of challenge 
for each student

◉ Provides an additional measure of learning that is a part of 
a student’s overall academic profile

◉ The students complete three times per year for grades 1-8 
and two times per year for kindergarten in both reading 
and math



NWEA Administration Schedule

Grades Fall Winter Spring

K No assessment 
given 

✔ ✔

1-8 ✔ ✔ ✔



What is the data used for?

The data is used in conjunction with other assessments 
to:

◉ differentiate instruction in the classroom
◉ identify students who may need additional support 

outside of the classroom



What does the NWEA measure?

◉ The NWEA measures achievement and growth in reading 
and in mathematics

◉ The data is given as a RIT score and as a national 
percentile



What is a RIT score?

A RIT score is the overall score your child received in a 
subject based on a Rasch unit (RIT) scale. The scale is from 
100-350. 



How is the achievement percentile 
calculated?

The achievement percentile is a national percentile based on 
similar students (same grade, same weeks of instruction).

A student in the 62nd percentile scored better than or as good 
as 62 percent of their peers.



How is growth calculated?

The growth score is calculated by subtracting the fall RIT score from 
the winter RIT score.  The national growth percentile is calculated 
based on growth scores of similar students (same starting RIT score, 
same grade, same weeks of instruction)

                                              

                                              209-198 = 11

Kindergarten will not receive a growth score until the spring.

Winter Fall 

Growth 
Score



NWEA Reports in Parent Portal

◉ Achievement level with 
national percentile

◉ Growth level with 
national percentile

◉ Tracks data over time

Student Progress Report

◉ Student RIT score 
◉ District grade level mean 

RIT score
◉ National mean RIT score
◉ National percentile 

range
◉ Growth projection

Family Report



Student 
Progress 
Report



Family 
Report



How can I use this information to 
help my child?

Talk to your child’s teacher:

◉ Discuss how your child is being supported in the 
classroom

◉ Ask about specific area that your child needs help with 
◉ Discuss strategies that you can use with your child at 

home



Additional Information

◉ Reach out to your child’s teacher or building principal
◉ Email murray.patricia@ryeschools.org


