
January 7 2019 
 
 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
The Finance Committee met on Thursday, December 20, 2018 at 4:00 PM at the Cincinnati Public 
Schools Education Center in the Board Conference Room.  
 
 
ATTENDEES  
Finance Committee Members 
Chairperson Ryan Messer, Melanie Bates 

Administrators  
Laura Mitchell, Superintendent; Jennifer Wagner, Treasurer; Scott Adams, Chief Operations Officer; 
Vera Brooks, Interim Director, Early Childhood 

Kearney and Kearney 
Eric Kearney, CEO, President  

Focused Capitol Solutions 
George Glover, Co-Managing Director  

 

Governmental Relations Update 
Mr. Glover reported that House Bill 491 was the final bill enacted by the Ohio General Assembly.  The 
bill provides language that was supported by CPS former Board members:  Ohio State Representatives 
Catherine Ingram and Bill Seitz.  The Representatives drafted a memo for circumstances in which 
school treasurers may be liable for loss of public funds.  The memo was accepted by the Ohio General 
Assembly and now a part of the below House Bill 491.  Mr. Glover also reported that OASBO was 
helpful and supportive in their efforts of getting the Bill passed.  
 

House Bill 491 Bill introduced by Representative Edwards to require the State Board of 
Education to issue a substitute license to specified pupil services personnel, to make changes 
regarding the circumstances in which school treasurers may be held liable for a loss of public 
funds, to require school districts to adopt a policy for assignments completed in connection with 
a suspension, to revise school resource officer training course requirements, to permit the 
Counselor, Social Worker, and Marriage and Family Therapist Board to temporarily approve 
certain counselor education programs, and to extend alternative high school graduation pathways 
through the class of 2020. 

 
Mr. Glover informed the Committee that graduation rates will continue to receive a lot of attention in 
2019 and that the bill is still moving in the direction to extend current criteria for a two-year phase in.   
 
ACTION: The Finance Committee will write thank you letters to Ingram, Seitz, State Representative 

Bill Blessing and the Ohio General Assembly: Senators, Democrats and Republicans for 
getting the Bill passed. 

 
Mr. Kearney informed the Committee that he met with the Governor-Elect’s education liaison, LeeAnne 
Cornyn on behalf of the school board.  He is also meeting with the transition team to find out when 
educational issues will be discussed and what appointments will be made.  Mr. Glover reported that the 
political forecast at the House is that it is not known who will be the next Ohio Republican Speaker for 
the Ohio House of Representatives.  
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Mr. Kearney updated the Committee on the State’s budget timeline and reported that a budget will be 
created internally and the House will be referencing issues of concern in February 2019.  The Governor 
will introduce his budget through the Chair of the Finance Committee.  The House will break down the 
budget in three different Committees.  Mr. Kearney will stay on top of educational items that affect the 
budget.  The budget will be sent to the Governor in the late part of June 2019.  
 
ACTION: Mr. Kearney inquired about the Finance Committee providing him with the District’s 

financial priorities.  The Finance Committee will reach out to the Board for financial and 
policy priorities at the January 7, 2019 Organizational meeting   

 
Mr. Kearney reported that the following Bill was signed into law: 
 

House Bill 58 Introduced by Representatives Brenner and Slaby requires the State Board of 
Education to develop and adopt a model curriculum in cursive handwriting instruction, which 
may be used by public schools.  It passed the Ohio House 89 to 4.  Referred to Senate Education 
Committee. 

 
A copy of the full monthly legislative report is available in the Board office.  
 

200K+ Contracts Review 
The Administration conducted their six-month review of contracts for the following departments.  The 
group also informed the Committee about contracts that are due to expire and those being submitted for 
Request of Proposals (RFP) Assistant Superintendent’s Office 
 
• Athletics 
• Auxiliary Services 
• Facilities 
• Food Services 
• Property Insurance 

• Human Resources/Benefits  
• Information Technolgy Mgmt 
• Purchasing 
• Research and Evaluation 

• Security 
• Student Services 
• Transportation 
• Treasurer’s Office 

 
 
A copy of the full report is available in the Board Office. 
 

Preschool Finances 
Ms. Brooks updated the Committee about the following charts that show the number of enrolled students 
receiving tuition assistance and a budget summary for fiscal year 2019.  She also informed the 
Committee that CPP (Cincinnati Preschool Promise) has discussed the possibility of increasing the 
Family Poverty Level from 250 percent to 300 percent for enrollment.  There were 1,600 additional 
preschool enrollments.   

 



3 

 
 
ACTION: The Committee will discuss CPP’s recommendation of the 300 percent increase at the 

Board’s January 7, 2019 Regular Business meeting, under Board Matters.  The next CPP 
Board meeting is January 24, 2019, 4:00pm – 6:00pm. 

 

YMCA Contracts 
ACTION: The Administration will follow-up on contracts that CPS has with the YMCA.  
 

Treasurer Financial Updates 
 
Monthly and Year-to-Date Revenue  
Treasurer Wagner updated the Committee on the following: CPS General Fund: Revenues for 
November 2018   
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Monthly and Year-to-Date Expenditures 
Treasurer Wagner updated the Committee on the following: CPS General Fund Expenditures for 
Novembr 2018. 

 
 

Treasurer Wagner updated the Committee on the following: CPS General Fund – Cash and 
Encumbrances – November 2018 
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State and Federal Grants 
Treasurer Wagner updated Committee on the following State & Federal Grants for November 2018. 
 

 
 
 

Preschool Promise Expansion Report  
Mrs. Wagner discussed with the Committee the following Preschool Promise Expansion report: 
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CPS Tuition Assistance Summary 
Mrs. Wagner discussed with the Committee the following CPS Tuition Assistance Summary. 
 

 
 

Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) Agreements 
Treasurer Wagner updated the Committee on the following CRA Agreements that will be recommended 
to the Board for approval.  
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ACTION: Mrs. Wagner reported that she is gathering residential technical data about TIFs (Tax 

Increment Financing) and General Counsel Hoying has an FOI for information regarding 
the Port Authority.  The Finance Committee will discuss at its next meeting when a 
meeting will take place with City Council regarding the amount of years being granted for 
TIFs.  

 

Financial Policies Review   
Treasurer Wagner reviewed the following policies with the Committee at the December 20, 2018 
Finance Committee meeting and recommended the following actions:   

Changes recommended will be reviewed by the Policy Committee. 
• 6520 – Payroll Deduction 
• 6600 – Deposit of Public Funds  

 
No changes recommended. 

• 6470 – Payment Claims  
• 6510 – Payroll Authorization 
• 6610 – Student Activity Fund   

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  
 
 
Finance Committee     Staff Liaisons 
Ryan Messer, Chair     Jennifer Wagner, CFO/Treasurer 
Melanie Bates      Laura Mitchell, Superintendent  
Ericka Copeland-Dansby, absent   Scott Adams, Chief Operations Officer  
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