
April 3 2019 
 
 

REPORT OF THE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 
The Student Achievement Committee (SAC) met on Thursday, March 21, 2019 at 1:30 PM at the 
Cincinnati Public Schools Education Center in the Board Office Conference Room.   
 

ATTENDEES 
 
Student Achievement Committee Members 
Chairperson Eve Bolton, Ozie Davis III, Mike Moroski  

Administration/Staff  
Ashley Addo, Assistant General Counsel; Tianay Amat, Deputy Superintendent; Ife Bell, Community 
Partner Manager; Emily Campbell, Director, Curriculum; David Hapner, Substitute Teacher; Justin 
Leach, Research Evaluation and Testing, Director; Paul McDole Jr., Human Resources Director; Connie 
Solano, Research Evaluation and Testing, Director of Performance and Accountability; Kevin 
Rosebrook, Community School Partnership Specialist; Sarah Trimble-Oliver, Chief Information Officer; 
Jennifer Williams, Science Curriculum Director; Lauren Worley, Chief Strategic Communications 
Engagement Officer; James Zoller, Assistant Principal of Instruction 

Cincinnati Federation of Teachers (CFT) 
Kendra Phelps, Professional Issues  

 

Mayerson Academy 
Beth D’Amico, Director of Operations  

Community Members/Parents 
Marlena Brookfield, Peg Conway, Carol Gibbs, Kate Eisenpress, Adelyn Hall, Carrie King, Jilda 
Vargus-Adams,  
 
 
FOR BOARD APPROVAL 
 

Student Achievement Committee Workplan Adoption  
 
ACTION: The Committee will recommend the SAC Workplan to the Board for approval at the 

April 3, 2019 Regular Business Meeting.  
 
Please find attached a copy of the Committee’s Workplan.  
 

School Naming and IRN Numbers 
The Administration presented a chart that listed all of the CPS schools and the various names for each 
that appear in different places, as well as the numerous inconsistencies among all schools.  The most 
pressing issue included in this larger charge to the Committee is settling on names for the following 
schools:  the new Mercy site school, the old Gamble site, and the new Clifton school site.  
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ACTION: SAC recommends to the Board to adopt the following names for the coming year.  
• James N. Gamble Montessori High School 
• James N. Gamble Montessori Elementary School 
• Clifton Area Neighborhood School 

 
ACTION: SAC and the Administration will review the remaining school names for consistency and 

accuracy at the April Committee meeting.   
 
A copy of the chart listing the names of the schools is attached to this report.  
 

Neighborhood Boundaries Discussion for CANS, Winton Hills Academy, Pleasant Hill Academy, 
Mt. Airy, Chase, Pleasant Ridge Montessori, Woodford, Silverton, Parker Woods 
Dating back to the early discussion of CANS' boundary lines three years ago, the creation of LEAP and 
Spencer Center and continued work in the SAC and Policy committees, the Administration and 
respective Board Committees have continued to review boundary lines in the District’s North Central 
and Near Eastern regions.  
 
The creation of CANS and the persistent school and community concerns regarding overcrowding at 
PRM have continued to be discussion and action items in both SAC and Policy committees. 
 
Board review of District growth and transportation costs has helped focus attention on low enrollment at 
two Eastside District Magnets (Woodford and Silverton).  In light of the District's recommitment to 
neighborhood schools through Vision 2020 and the costly and inefficient transportation line item, SAC 
is bringing forward and recommending the following ACTION ITEMS for board approval. 
 
Region One for Option 3 (See Attached) 
Region Two for Option 2 (See Attached) 
 
In Region One the CANS attendance boundaries, as determined last year, closely match the recognized 
neighborhood boundaries of Clifton, CUF and Spring Grove Village.  The new CANS boundaries, as 
well as the new District effort to match neighborhood and attendance boundaries, will impact four of the 
many neighborhood schools near CANS—Winton Hills Academy WHN, Pleasant Hill Academy CHN, 
Mt. Airy Elementary School MAN, and Chase Elementary School NN.  The Administration has 
recommended against the expansion of CANS boundaries into Camp Washington neighborhood due to 
the belief that such expansion might lead to early overcrowding of CANS. 
 
ACTION: The Administration is implementing CANS boundaries with some minor adjustments.  

Administration will, with Board approval, implement an announced transition plan for the 
new boundary and attendance lines of OPTION 3 for Region One. 

 
In Region Two there is an attempt to reduce the enrollment of PRM, increase the enrollment of 
Woodford, and realign the boundaries of Silverton and John P. Parker.  Woodford and Silverton no 
longer would be magnets, but rather neighborhood schools and so identified.  
 
Students and families could be grandfathered for the duration of their matriculation and through the two 
years of the public information process. 
 
ACTION: SAC recommends OPTION 2 for Region Two, but is referring it back to the Policy 

Committee for their concurrence prior to adoption by the full Board. 
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FOR BOARD INFORMATION 
 

Preschool Paid Student Interns 
Carrie Gibbs King, Ph.D., shared the possibility of CPS students interning for pay and experience with 
the YMCA in the area of early childhood education if those students are enrolled and participating in 
appropriate career education tracts.   
 
A copy of the proposal is attached. 
 
ACTION: Deputy Superintendent Amat will connect Dr. Gibbs King to CPS Career and College 

Readiness Department for a review of the requirements.  
 

William Howard Taft Historical Site Competition 
Carol Gibbs shared an opportunity for current CPS sophomores and juniors to compete in a 
documentary making competition regarding William Howard Taft's achievements and views.  The 
competition will be held in September in association with the 50th Anniversary of the William Howard 
Taft Historical Site.  Besides all high schools having the opportunity to participate, Taft Elementary 
(named for Taft) and Woodward Career Technical High School (Taft was an alumnus) will be featured. 
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ACTION: Deputy Superintendent Amat suggested possibly aligning the activity to the established 
Link Project for next year and will connect Ms. Gibbs to the newly appointed Social 
Studies Curriculum Manager, David W. Traubert.  

 

Professional Staff Evaluation Improvement Process  
Committee member Davis inquired earlier about the services provided to teachers and administrators 
when further development is viewed as being required.  Paul McDole, Human Resources Director, 
provided a description of both established programs offered to principals and teachers.  Kendra Phelps, 
CFT Educational Issues Representative, offered an alternative or addition to the current programs which 
would necessitate the hiring of four additional FTEs.  The Administration responded that the current 
Budget Draft includes adding one additional FTE.  
 
ACTION: This item will be discussed further at the Committee’s April meeting.  Mr. Davis expressed 

support for providing more assistance.  
 

Senate Bill 216: Paper/Online Option for Third Graders Taking Math and ELA Tests 
The Ohio Department of Education is requiring school boards to determine a position via Board 
Resolution regarding paper versus online administration of Math and English/Language Arts tests for 
third graders.  After extensive internal engagement of the professional staff, the Administration 
presented their recommendation.   
 
Additional information about Senate Bill 216 is attached to this report. 
 
ACTION: The Committee agreed with the Administration and directed the Administration to draft a 

resolution based on the Administration's recommendation.  The resolution will be 
presented for adoption at the April 3, 2019 Regular Business Meeting. 

 

ODE 22 Plus Graduation 
The State now provides and/or recognizes the possibility of non-traditional high school students up to 
the age of 22 to be granted high school diplomas from the school districts in which they reside—even if 
the requirements are provided by a private or other public provider.  The school district must issue such 
diploma.  
 
ACTION: The Committee will refer this item to the Policy Committee for necessary drafting.  SAC 

also suggested that since this is required, it would be in our residents’ and the District's 
interest to expand our Aspire Program and be able to offer such accreditation, as well as the 
traditional GED program we currently offer.  

 

Artworks and Stargel Stadium Mural 
The Committee reviewed the renderings of the Ezzard Charles Main Entry and recommended 
adjustments to the lettering.  The major discussion focused around the nature of the Board-initiated 
murals for the available wall surfaces.  The Committee members agreed that there should be two murals.  
One of the murals should be commemorating the neighborhood’s impressive history, and another 
capturing the great tradition of world class athletes produced at and by Cincinnati Public Schools during 
its segregated and integrated eras.  The Committee also will recommend to the Board that a bust or some 
sort of physical symbol for Coach Stargel also be present inside the stadium.  Mr. Moon also contributed 
that the FCC folks are also contemplating some sort of homage to the neighborhood in its stadium as 
well. 
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ACTION: Lauren Worley will expand her contact with Dan Hurley to include history experts 
suggested by Mr. Moon, as well as Artworks and Artist Cedric Cox. 

 

Physical Education and Health and Wellness Curriculum 
Upon re-referral to SAC, the Administration deepened and more fully explained the extensive 
engagement used to draft the proposed curriculum for Physical Education and Health and Wellness.  All 
public reveal and access, all verbiage, and optional removal by parental choice required by ORC and 
state legislative rules have been met.  SAC has had a year in review and guidance with the 
Administration and all Board members have had the Draft Curriculum before them. 
 
ACTION: SAC recommends Board approval and adoption of the proposed curriculum for Physical 

Education and Health and Wellness.  It will be included in the Superintendent’s 
Recommendations for Board approval. 

 

Later Starts Follow Up From Board Assignment 
Upon re-referral to SAC, the Healthy Starts Advocacy Group returned to present again to SAC key 
points from their Board presentation.  Key points raised in the SAC discussion were:  
 

• Member Bolton's assignment to the Administration regarding the feasibility of adding Withrow 
and Aiken to the Administration's option regarding later starts for Dater and West High. 

• The Superintendent's recommendation that at this time it is not the best use of the 
Administration's time to continue discussing or plan for SY 2019-2020 implementation of any 
later starts. 

• SORTA’s February Data used by the Healthy Starts Advocacy Group. 
• Bus utilization required or anticipated by including all four high schools into existing routes and 

number of buses. 
• How the processes available to community members, the Administration, the Board, Board 

Committees, and Board Members were properly used throughout.  
• That following the Transportation Summit, the Administration and the Healthy Starts group were 

to work together in the Administration's Matrix Group which was to include people outside of 
the Administration and vendors.  They did work together as directed. 

• Recent Matrix meetings have been cancelled.  
• The need to have dialogue with someone from Better Bus Coalition.  
• Explanation of the Drop Dead March 15th date. 
• That the Transportation Department and Director are functioning well and offer the Board a great 

opportunity, but within the Superintendent's recommendation further effort has been suspended. 
 
ACTION: All three SAC members support Healthy Starts for our high school students and therefore 

the SAC recommends that at the Board Meeting on April 3, 2019, as scheduled by 
President Jones, the Board discuss the Superintendent's Recommendation.  

 
ACTION: That all parties reconvene and continue to share information and work together. 
 

CLC Institute (CLCI) 
Kate Eisenpress and Adelyn Hall reported on the Cross Boundary Leadership Team for and available to 
all CPS Community Learning Centers.  More significantly, they shared their work in community 
engagement in the Oyler community regarding pedestrian and vehicle safety.  Their work there will be 
extended to CLCI's other five schools and can serve as a model for at least the 46 CPS CLCs. 
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A copy of the documents are available in the Board Office.  
 

Student Code of Conduct and Character Support Follow Up 
SAC Members had no more suggestions for the document draft.  
 
ACTION: Assistant Superintendent Myles will present at the April SAC meeting the new draft 

including members’ previously suggested revisions.  SAC will work with Board Members 
and President Jones to write the Board letter included in the booklet.  A new Board picture 
needed for the booklet will be taken when the new Board Member is seated. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM.   
 
 
Student Achievement Committee   Staff Liaisons  
Eve Bolton, Chair     Tianay Amat, Deputy Superintendent 
Ozie Davis III      Bill Myles, Assistant Superintendent 
Mike Moroski 
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