
Section 1111(g)(2)(M) of the ESEA, as amended by the ESSA, requires each State to 
have “professional standards for paraprofessionals working in a program supported with 
funds under [Title I, Part A], including qualifications that were in place on the day before 
the date of enactment of the [ESSA].” As such, each State must ensure that its LEAs 
and schools continue to comply with the paraprofessional requirements in place on 
December 9, 2015, including those requirements under section 1119(c) and (d) of the 
ESEA, as amended by NCLB, and any State specific requirements that were in place on 
that date. Specifically, each State and its LEAs must continue to ensure that each 
paraprofessional who is hired by the LEA and works in a program supported by Title I, 
Part A funds has the following: 

• A secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent, or 
• Has completed at least two years of study at an institution of higher education, or 
• Obtained an associate’s or higher degree, or 
• Have met a rigorous standard of quality and can demonstrate, through a formal State or 

local academic assessment, knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing, 
reading, writing, and mathematic 
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https://www.iu5.org/human-resources/files/documents/FAQ-Appropriate%20Certifications%20and%20HQT%20Under%20ESSA.pdf

