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Note: The group of colleges used for this analysis includes those that met the following criteria for the 2021 IPEDS data 
collection—four-year public or four-year private not-for-profit; degree-granting; accredited; Title-IV participating and military 
academies. Colleges with Carnegie classification “associates” or special-focus 2-year” were excluded. Colleges that were not 
open admission in any of the five years included in the analysis (2017-2021) also were excluded. These criteria resulted in a 
total number of 1,532 colleges.

Note: Fall 2021 percentages add to less than 100 because some colleges that indicated requiring tests reported a lower 
number of test submitters than their total fall enrollment. Although the cause for this is not indicated by the data, Fall 2021 
was the first full admission cycle disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, it’s possible that the discrepancy is related to 
test score submission exceptions that were made by colleges that officially required the tests.



PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO 
FACTORS IN ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, Fall 2023
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SOURCE: NACAC’s Factors in the Admission Decision Survey, Fall 2023

N Considerable 
Importance

Moderate 
Importance

Limited 
Importance

No 
Importance

High school grades in college prep courses 185 76.8 15.1 4.9 3.2

Total high school grades (all courses) 185 74.1 18.9 5.4 1.6
Strength of high school curriculum 185 63.8 22.7 10.3 3.2
Positive character attributes 184 28.3 37.5 18.5 15.8
Essay or writing sample 185 18.9 37.3 26.5 17.3
Student’s interest in attending 185 15.7 27.6 25.4 31.4
Counselor recommendation 185 11.9 40.0 27.6 20.5
Teacher recommendation 185 10.8 40.5 28.1 20.5
Extracurricular activities 185 6.5 44.3 30.8 18.4
High school class rank 183 5.5 22.4 43.2 29.0
Admission test scores (ACT, SAT) 185 4.9 25.4 38.9 30.8
Portfolio 185 4.9 10.8 24.3 60.0
Interview 185 4.3 8.6 32.4 54.6
Work 185 2.2 30.8 40.0 27.0
State graduation exam scores 185 1.6 6.5 18.4 73.5
Subject test scores (AP, IB) 185 1.1 22.2 25.9 50.8



PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF INFLUENCE TO STUDENT
CHARACTERISTICS IN ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, Fall 2023

SOURCE: NACAC’s Factors in the Admission Decision Survey, Fall 2023

N Considerable 
Influence

Moderate 
Influence

Limited 
Influence

No 
Influence

First-generation status 181 7.0 9.7 28.1 55.1

State or country of residence 185 7.0 9.7 28.1 55.1

Gender 180 2.8 9.4 12.8 75.0

High school attended 185 1.6 17.8 34.1 46.5

Ability to pay 185 1.6 7.6 13.0 77.8

Alumni relations 185 0.5 3.8 30.3 65.4



PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING “CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE” TO FACTORS IN ADMISSION 
DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2013 TO FALL 2023

--- Data are not available

SOURCES: NACAC’s Factors in the Admission Decision, 2022-23, NACAC’s Admission Trends Surveys, 2012-2022.

2023 2019-
2022

2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013

High school grades in college prep courses 77% --- 73% 71% 77% --- 79% 82%
Total high school grades (all courses) 74 --- 75 81 77 --- 60 52
Strength of high school curriculum 64 --- 62 51 52 --- 60 64
Essay or writing sample 19 --- 23 17 19 --- 22 22
Student’s interest in attending 16 --- 16 16 14 --- 17 20
Counselor recommendation 12 --- 15 11 15 --- 17 16
Teacher recommendation 11 --- 14 7 11 --- 15 14
Extracurricular activities 7 --- 6 4 8 --- 6 10
Admission test scores (ACT, SAT) 5 --- 46 52 54 --- 56 58
Portfolio 5 --- 6 5 6 --- 7 6
High school class rank 5 --- 9 9 9 --- 14 15
Interview 4 --- 6 4 5 --- 4 8
State graduation exam scores 2 --- 2 2 2 --- 4 3
Work 2 --- 4 2 3 --- 1 3
Subject test scores (AP, IB) 1 --- 6 4 7 --- 7 8



Trends in Admission Requirements: Fall 2017-Fall 2021



Test Score Submission Trends: Fall 2017-Fall 2021



Public Colleges and Universities 

Test Score Submission Trends by Institution Type:
Fall 2017-Fall 2021 

Private Colleges and Universities 



Test Score Submission Trends for Institutions 
that Require Tests: Fall 2017-Fall 2021

8


	State of College Admission: Factors in the Admission Decision
	PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF IMPORTANCE TO �FACTORS IN ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, Fall 2023�
	PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF INFLUENCE TO STUDENT�CHARACTERISTICS IN ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, Fall 2023�
	PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGES ATTRIBUTING “CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE” TO FACTORS IN ADMISSION DECISIONS: FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN, FALL 2013 TO FALL 2023�
	Slide Number 5
	Test Score Submission Trends: Fall 2017-Fall 2021
	Test Score Submission Trends by Institution Type:�Fall 2017-Fall 2021 
	Test Score Submission Trends for Institutions �that Require Tests: Fall 2017-Fall 2021

