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1. Background 
 
The Hillsboro School District’s Long Range Facility Plan relied on student enrollment forecasts 
prepared by Portland State University. These forecasts, while helpful, are at a high level and do 
not examine detailed data at a site specific level (e.g. assessing specific approved development 
projects and translating that information into anticipated students). Given the residential 
development information received from the cities of Hillsboro, Cornelius and North Plains as well 
as discussions with individual developers, the District felt it was prudent to conduct a more 
detailed assessment of the next ten years in terms of anticipated student enrollment growth.  
 
The District contracted with Davis Demographics (DDP) to develop and analyze demographic 
data relevant to the District’s facility planning efforts and provide the District with updated 
enrollment forecasts based on a more detailed and site specific assessment of known 
commitments and trends in residential development. The product of this work included 
developing and researching pertinent demographic data, identifying future residential 
development plans, and developing a 10- year student population projection based on this 
information.  This forecast was at both the district-wide level and by attendance areas at the 
three school levels. DDP will continue to work with the District to assess how these trends may 
affect future student population; and to assist in illustrating facility adjustments and decisions that 
may be necessary to accommodate the potential student population shifts. The District can then 
use this information to better plan for the need, location and timing of new or expanded facilities. 
 
 

2. Demographics / Enrollment Summary 

 
Staff will provide a more detailed discussion of the results of the DDP forecasts at the January 
4th Bond Advisory Committee meeting. The attached table provides a summary of the 10-year 
district wide student population forecast. As a quick comparison with the PSU forecasts 
previously shared with the Bond Advisory Committee, the DDP Fall 2026 student population 
forecast of 22,524 basically replicates the PSU Fall 2030 Middle Series forecast of 22,383. In 
other words, the DDP forecast is more aggressive. It sees the PSU forecast being reached in 
2022. We believe that, given what we know of residential developments that are committed and 
underway, the DDP forecast is probably the more likely student population growth scenario for 
the next ten years and facility decisions should rely on this forecasts.  
 
We received the draft DDP report on December 27th and will have a more detailed assessment 
and discussion with the Committee on the reports’ implications on January 4th. 
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