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Yellow Creek School Center Debuts Fairytale WednesdayRed Ribbon Week at Bell County High School

Kentucky State Trooper Educates Yellow Creek

Bell County High School Yellow Creek School Center

The Yellow Creek School Cen-
ter in conjunction with the Family 
Resource Youth Service Center 
and Parent Liaison debuted Fai-
rytale Wednesday for Preschool 
students and their families. Fai-
rytale Wednesday is a twist to the 
School’s Once Upon a Friday Pro-
gram that is held for Kindergarten 
through third grades. For the very 
first Fairytale Wednesday, students 
were greeted by some of their 
favorite characters as they entered 
the school. It was a great start to 
their morning and made for a very 

Damien Russell, Bailey Guy, Andrew Kelley,
 Mrs. Patricia, Macey Lair, Hanna Gollahan, 

Hannah Murrell, Shawn North, Cierra Fulton, 
Mrs. Jana, and Keith McPherson

Kentucky State Trooper Shane Jacobs Students are eager to ask Officer Jacobs questions.

Officer Jacobs with 
students Lauren Fultz 
and Hanna Gollahan

Tina Southern and 
Claire Partin Joyce Brooks and 

Kenlee Brooks

Kentucky State Trooper, 
Shane Jacobs, visited Yellow 
Creek on two different occasions 
over the past couple months. On 
his first visit he came to educate 
students about the dangers of 
drugs. He discussed with them 
the different types of drugs that 
have become popular in our area 
as well as the effects that these 
drugs can have on a person’s  
body. He explained that drug 
addiction is a growing problem 
and it is claiming the lives of 
people every day. Students were 
encouraged to talk with parents 
and teachers about drug addic-
tion and not to be afraid to ask 
for help if they or someone they 

know has a drug problem. 
On his next visit Officer Jacobs 

addressed another very serious is-
sue that unfortunately takes place 

every day. That is the issue of Bul-
lying. Officer Jacobs explained in 
great detail to the students exactly 
what bullying is and why it is so 
important to take a stand against 

it. He informed them that statis-
tics show that every 25 minutes a 
child is bullied in the classroom. 
With that being said he went on to 
explain how the students can help 

take a stand against bullying. He 
told students to talk to someone 
if they are being bullied or know 
someone who is. He asked the 
students to work hard on trying 

to eliminate bullying and mak-
ing school a fun place to be for 
everyone. 

Submitted by Patricia West, 
FRYSC Coordinator 

8th Grade Trip to University of Kentucky
BCHS Trout in the Classroom

YCS Students Perform in 
BCHS Celebrate AmericaMiracle 

Finishes 
Great 

Season 
With 

Strong 
Run at 
State

 On Wednesday, November 4, 2015, Yellow Creek’s eighth grade class trav-
eled to the University of Kentucky for a campus tour and enjoyed lunch at the 
Bluegrass Café. During the tour, our students were able to get a first hand view 
of college life, ask questions, and take a peek into classrooms and the student 
dorm rooms.  At the William T. Young Library, students were amazed at the 
study areas, resources, and size of the library.  Our tour guide, Grace, informed 
our students about the opportunities that attending college could provide for 
their futures. She answered questions, explained responsibilities, and shared her 
personal college experiences and career goals. The highlight of the trip for our 
students was meeting two of UK’s lady basketball players who graciously posed 
for pictures with our students as well as signing autographs.  
 As Kayleigh Mason, a YCS 8th grader reported, “It was the experience of a 
lifetime.  The tour at UK and the insights of the classroom made me look forward 
to my future.”
 “As we prepare our students for College and Career Readiness, our students 
need opportunities to tour colleges like the University of Kentucky in order to 
be inspired about their futures,” stated Mrs. Eva Brock.
 Overall, the trip was a huge success thanks to our Gear Up grant.  It’s a trip 
that our students are still talking about!
 Submitted by Mrs. Eva Potter-Brock, 7th and 8th Grade Language and Reading Teacher

successful kickoff to the program. 
Every Wednesday that school is in 
session, families are invited to read 
to their Preschool child(ren) from 
7:30 to 8:00 A.M. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for parents to visit 
the school, enjoy the new primary 
wing of the school, and read with 
their child. Yellow Creek is the 
first school in the county to offer 
Fairytale Wednesday and hopes 
to have more families participate 
each week.

Submitted by Patricia West, 
FRYSC Coordinator

 Yellow Creek School Center was invited to take 
part in Celebrate America at Bell County High 
School on Veteran’s Day.  The students involved 
were from our 6th and 7th grade classes.  They 
performed a dance to the song “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy.”   The performing students were dressed 
in military style uniforms which represented the 
World War II era.  Our students were overwhelmed 
with the support from the high school students, 
veteran’s, community, and audience present during 
the performance.  The dance was choreographed 
by Mrs. Beverly Gilpin and Mrs. Courtney 
Weaver.  The students’ hair and makeup was pro-
vided by Ms. Carmella Foister of Eden Hair Salon.   
 YCS would like to extend a special thank you 
to BCHS Choir Director - Mr. Jonathan Wyatt for 
providing our children with this wonderful oppor-
tunity and experience.
 Submitted by Mrs. Beverly Gilpin, 
 5th and 6th Grades Social Studies Teacher

Yellow Creek Elementary’s 6th grade students 
enjoyed their Gear Up field trip to the Toyota 
Plant and Berea College. The students also 
enjoyed a delicious meal at the Golden Corral 
in London.
Submitted by Mrs. Gambrel,
5th-7th Grade Reading Teacher

Red Ribbon Week was 
held at Bell County High 
School the last week in Oc-
tober. Red Ribbon Week is 
a week that was designed 
to educate students and 
raise awareness of the dan-
gers of drugs and alcohol. 
This year the Bell County 
High School Youth Service 
Center worked with local 
agencies to bring in speak-
ers to talk with students 
about this very serious is-
sue. 

Jay Steele, Bell County 
Coroner and Owner of 
Arnett and Steele Funeral 

Home, visited the High 
School first. He wanted 
students to fully understand 
just how harmful drugs can 
be and encourage them to 
talk to someone if they or 
someone they know is suf-
fering with a drug problem. 
To help with his presenta-
tion, Mr. Steele brought 
large posters with various 
pictures of what differ-
ent drugs can do to people 
over time. He also brought 
in body bags to show stu-
dents what ultimately drug 
usage will lead to. Students 
were very interested in all 

that Mr. Steele had to say 
and many of them took 
pamphlets and informa-
tion that he brought. Bell 
County High School would 
like to thank Mr. Steele for 
visiting the school and for 
always being available to 
speak to our students.

Ladies from the Cumber-
land Hope Center in Har-
lan, Kentucky also came 
to bring drug awareness to 
students and let them know 
that there is hope for those 
that are addicted to drugs. 
Pam Sulfridge, Director of 
the Hope Center spoke with 

students and then intro-
duced a very special guest, 
Anna Hartman. Anna is 
a recovering drug addict 
who is now a mentor at the 
Hope Center. She told her 
story of how the Center 
“Loved Her Back to Life”. 
She shared with students 
that in high school she was 
the typical teenager and 
came from a very good 
family. One night at a party 
she decided to drink, think-
ing that would be harmless. 
From that point on one 
thing led to another until 
she ended up addicted to 

multiple things, including 
crack cocaine. Mrs. Hart-
man informed the students 
that because of her addic-
tion she stole from her fam-
ily and eventually ended up 
homeless and alone. She 
said that if it were not for 
the Hope Center she would 
not be here today. 

The Students really con-
nected with Anna’s story 
and were very eager to ask 
questions. She explained 
to them that drug addic-
tion can happen to anyone 
regardless of where you 
come from. Many students 

stayed after the program 
to visit with Mrs. Hartman 
and learn more about her 
story. 

We would like to thank 
everyone at the Cumber-
land Hope Center for such 
a powerful program and 
we hope they will come 
again soon. 

Submitted by 
Samantha Wilson, 
FRYSC Coordinator

Jay Steele educates students on the dangers of drugs Students pose for a picture with Anna Hartman

Students in Mr. Good’s Biology and AP 
Environmental Science classes are taking 
part in an environmental education program 
sponsored by Trout Unlimited and supported 
by the school district.  Trout Unlimited is a 
national organization committed to conserv-
ing, protecting, and restoring North Ameri-
ca’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.  
Trout in the Classroom (TIC) provides stu-
dents with opportunities to raise trout, moni-
tor tank water quality, understand stream hab-
itats, learn to appreciate water resources, to 
foster a conservation ethic, and to understand 
ecosystems.  The program will end with stu-
dents obtaining a permit and taking part in the 
releasing of the trout in a nearby watershed.  
TIC will send biologists to the classroom to 
work with students on the release.  Students at 
Bell Central and Yellow Creek are also taking 
part in the program.  

Submittted by Mr. Eric Good, 
Biology and 
Environmental Science Teacher

Bell County High School sophomore, 
Mitchell Miracle, finishes strong at the 
KHSAA Class AA Cross Country State 
Championship.  Mitchell placed  18th in the 
state championship with a time of 16:54 for 
the 5000 meter course. That closes out a strong 
season for the sophomore who finished in 1st 
place at the Chuck Vitatoe Championship, 2 
Harlan County All-Comers, the Southeast  
Kentucky Conference Championship, and the 
Corbin Invitational in which he ran a career 
best time of 16:32.   
 Submitted by Coach Jason Stewart 

Coach Jason Stewart & 
Mitchell Miracle

Bell County High School students got to 
experience the joy of giving while packing 
food boxes for the Angel Tree Program. All 
Angel Tree gifts and food boxes were given 
out by the Youth Service Center.

Students pictured are Nick Tolaver, Noah 
Hopper, Jonathan Blankenship, Brooke 
Lambdin, and Natasha Tolis

Submitted by Samantha Wilson, 
FRYSC Coordinator















Bell County School District News December  2015 • Page 15Page 10 • December 2015 Bell County School District News

Mrs. Misti’s reading class incorporates a 
little baking into their book Cupcakes!

Page School Center Page School Center

Students pictured are: Matthew Bray, Adyson Scott, Tavern Asher, Paisleigh 
Wilson, Sidney Young, Braden Cox, Lexi Ellison, Chloe Collett, Jacob 
Grubbs, Bailey Wilder, Cami Brock, Troy Partin, and Rebecca Mills. 
Submitted by Misti Hoskins, Reading Recovery Teacher

Left:
Mrs. Eldridge and 
all of our talented 
students presenting 
our Annual Musical 
“BUGZ”! 

Right: 
Worker ants are 

Blake Burnett and 
Elijah Hampton.

Some little 
“Rockers” 
getting into the 
spirit of Red 
Ribbon Week. 
Pictured are 
Lillian Lingar, 
Kamdyn 
Hoskins, 
Brianna 
Gallagher, 
and Rachel 
Eldridge

Page Wildcat Cheerleaders

Front Row Left to Right: Jaslyn Rutherford, Shalisa Miracle, BreAnn 
Greene, AJ Hariston, Grace Calloway, Rachel Eldridge, Maggie 
Calloway; Back Row Left to Right: Katie Duffey, Kaylee Lewis, 
Brittany Brock, Kamdyn Hoskins, Chandler Brock, Allie Wilder; 
Not Pictured: Virginia Hall, Rachel Runions
Head Coach: Ashley Sharpe, Assistant Coach: Chasity Wilson

Page A Team Boys Basketball and Cheerleaders as well as 
Boys B Team Basketball players were appreciated and 

rewarded with a Championship lunch at our local Pizza Hut!

Miss Ashley’s homeroom had a beautiful 
Christmas display with joy to share and their 

beautiful stockings all hung with care!
Submitted by Mrs. Ashley Sharpe,

Kindergarten Teacher

Students 
from each 
grade 
at Page 
School 
went to 
Tasty 
Time for 
a reading 
reward 
for having 
the most 
points in 
their class 
in AR.

Page 3rd grader Nicholas Stewart 
just completed an excellent cross 
country season. His season highlights 
include a 4th place finish at the Chuck 
Vitatoe Classic in Harlan County, 5th 
place at the Knox Central Invitational 
Middle School 3000 meter race, and 
3rd place at the Boyle County Invita-
tional. Nicholas was ranked in the top 
20 in the 3000 meter Class AA Re-
gion 5 Middle School rankings most 
of the season. He closed out a great 
season with a 19th place finish at the 
KTCCCA Meet of Champions 2000 
Meter Elementary 4th grade and Un-
der State Championship Open race at 
Masterson Station Park in Lexington, 
Kentucky on October 24th.

Submitted by Coach Jason Stewart 

Stewart Finishes 
Elementary Cross Country 

Season Strong

Coach 
Jason 

Stewart 
and 

Nicholas 
Stewart
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Right Fork Panther Cheerleaders Bell Central Bulldog Cheerleaders

A Team 
Front Row Left to Right: Kristina Mitchem, Sophy Jones, Baylie Lovett, Emilee 
Miller, Searra Hoskins,  Amanda Hensley.; Middle Row: Sidney Hoskins, Madison 
Saylor, Kennedy Carter, Tristen Strunk, Velda Smith, Miranda Mitchem; Back 
Row: Vera Armstrong, Nevaeh Wilson, Abby Coe, and Mackenzie Taylor 
Coached by Ann Stepp and Julie Goodin

A Team 
Front Row Left to Right: Katie Bray, Brittany Bryant, Elizabeth Black, Julia 
Branham, Madison Ramey, Laurel Nolan; Back Row, Left to Right: Sophia 
Browning, Grace Wilder, Stephanie Christopher, Madison Napier, Jessica Taylor, 
Cassidy Thomas, Kamryn Brock, Emily Smith, Trinity Perry

B Team 
Front Row Left to Right: Katlyn Blevins, Mossie Johnson, Autumn Collins, 
Aryah Zahnd; Back Row: Samantha Blevins, Haley Saylor, Morgan Sizemore, 
Cheyenne Wilder, Hailey Fugate; Coached by Stephanie McCune

B Team 
Front Row: Lilly Nolan, Morgan Hensley, Riley, Allen, Jade McGeorge, Kaleigh 
Dozier, Baylee Keck; Middle Row: Lauren McGeorge, Michaelyn Dye, Chloe 
Brown, Kamryn Burnett, Addison Slone; Back Row: Betty Stamper, Madeline 
Allen, Savannah Wilson, Megan Green, Jordan Muncy, Hailee Stigal

Right Fork FRYSC in collaboration with the Title I Parent 
Liaison hosted their monthly Parental Involvement Meeting. 
Drug and Alcohol Prevention was the topic for this particular 
program. Jay Steele, Bell County Coroner, visited the school 
to discuss with students and their parents the dangerous ef-
fects of drug usage. Mr. Steele brought several displays that 
showed the students some of the things that drugs can do to 
a person’s body. He also brought handouts and pamphlets 
that could be taken home as well as pencils that said “Too 
cool to do drugs.” The students were very interested and 
listened attentively to what Mr. Steele had to say. On behalf 
of everyone at our school, we would like to say thank you 
to Jay Steele for caring about our students and taking the 
time to educate them on such a serious issue.

Drug and Alcohol 
Prevention Program

Right Fork School’s 6th and 7th Grade Social Studies ProjectsRed Ribbon Week at Right Fork

The dates for upcoming Pa-
rental Involvement Programs 
are as follows:

January 12th – Bullying/

Internet Safety
February 8th – Summer 

Reading Camp Information
March 8th – Domestic/Child 

Abuse Prevention
April 5th – Testing Prepa-

ration 
All Programs start at 3:30

Submitted by Rosie Haley, 
FRYSC Coordinator, 

and Marlene Knuckles, 
Parent Liaison. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILLIAM TRIBELL, MIDDLESBORO DAILY NEWS

All Right Fork students participated in Red Ribbon week 
activities “Respect Yourself. Be Drug Free.”

Above: Fourth 
grade students 
dressed in 
camouflage in 
observance of 
Red Ribbon 
Week.
Right: Third grade 
students dressed 
for hat and 
sunglasses day.

Mr. Dan Gambrel’s 6th grade 
Social Studies class completed 
projects covering countries of 
North America, United States, 

Mexico, and Canada. Student’s 
really enjoyed these hands-on 
activities as 6th Grade supple-
ments to other assessments.   

7th grade completed models 
of Ancient Egyptian Pyramids. 
Student’s gained a better un-
derstanding of other culture’s 

views on the afterlife.
Submitted by 
Mr. Dan Gambrel, 
Social Studies Teacher                                                    

6th Grade 7th Grade

Bell Central loves and honors our grandparents and 
we’re not afraid to show it. September 13, 2015 was 
national Grandparent’s Day which we celebrated on 
Friday, September 18th. A special invitation was sent 
to all Bell Central Grandparents to spend the afternoon 
with their grandchildren reading and enjoying refresh-
ments. Pictured on Right: Students and Grandparents 
enjoy a special time of Reading
 Submitted by Lesa Straup, FRYSC Coordinator, 
 and  Marlene Knuckles, Parent Liaison 

Here at Bell Central, we invite and welcome 
our Parents, Guardians and Community 
Members to come be a part of our school. 
Volunteers can assist in many ways throughout 
the school. These ladies are here on a daily basis 
and help throughout the school in any way they 
can. Our September Volunteer of the Month was 
Mrs. Shirley Patterson (88 Hours). Shirley has a 
son and daughter that attend Bell County High 
School and also a son that attends Bell Central. 

Our October Volunteer of the Month was 
Mrs. Mandy Maiden (107 Hours). Mandy has 
a daughter that attends Bell Central. Thank you 
ladies for all the hours you generously give to 
our school.

Submitted by 
Marlene Knuckles, Parent Liaison, and 
Lesa Straup, FRYSC Coordinator.

“Once Upon A Friday” Grandparent Celebration! Bell Central Recognizes Principals on Boss’s Day

Bell Central School Center Drug/Alcohol 
Abuse and Prevention Parent Workshop

Bell Central Loves Volunteers

Bell Central School Center‘s FRYSC and Title 
I Programs recently held a Drug/Alcohol Abuse 
and Prevention Workshop on Monday, October 
19, 2015. Presenter Melinda Hornback, from the 
Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy spoke 
about how drug abuse not only affects the user 

This year, Bell Central has had a number of 
things to celebrate and be grateful for. On Oct.  
16th we  celebrated once again with…CAKE 
& gifts. In celebration of Boss’s day, the Bell  
Central family wanted to show exactly how 
much they appreciate both Mr. Greg Wilson 
and  Mrs. Jennifer Blankenship. We provided 
a special lunch for them to enjoy, treats of some 
of  their favorite things, and gift cards for them to 
spoil their selves with. Our school is very

blessed to have two wonderful and caring 
leaders. Both of these exceptional people are one  
of the many reasons we are successful!! Thank 
you both for ALL that you do!!!! 

Submitted by Bell Central Faculty and Staff                                                                                                                 Principal, Mr. Greg Wilson, and 
Assistant Principal, Mrs. Jennifer Blankenship

Assistant Principal, Jennifer Blankenship waits on students.

Bell Central Teachers Jill Collett, Brooke Shultz, 
and Deanna Farmer are ready to take orders

McTeacher Night at McDonald’s
Bell Central Teachers participated in 

McTeacher Night at McDonalds to help raise 
money for our students. We had a great turn 
out and our staff had a wonderful time serving 
up some food and fun! 

Submitted by Mrs. Jennifer Blankenship, 
Assistant Principal

but the entire family. She presented to parents 
useful information on how to detect suspected 
drug use in children and where to seek help.                                                                     

Submitted by 
Lesa Straup, FRYSC Coordinator and 
Marlene Knuckles, Parent Liaison 
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Bell County Honors Veterans With Celebrate America Program
Bell County High School Choir 

under the direction of 
Mr. Jonathan Wyatt

Bell County High School 
AFJROTC

Exhibition Drill Team

SFC Cody Ayers placed the 
wreath to honor Veterans

Superintendent, 
Mrs. Yvonne Gilliam, 

expresses her 
gratitude to all 

Veterans

SchoolSchool
VOLUME 1 • ISSUE NO. 2 DECEMBER 2015

Jordan Smith, winner 
of NBC’s “The Voice” has 
made several appearances 
throughout Bell County. 
Jordan visited Bell County 
High School, Right Fork, 
and Bell Central to sing for 
students and staff members. 
He also spoke to the stu-
dents about being confident 
in who they are as well set-
ting goals and living up to 
their full potential. Students 
and Staff loved hearing 
Jordan sing and were cap-
tivated by his amazing tal-
ent. Jordan was more than 
happy to sign autographs 
and pose for pictures with 
students.

Jordan was announced as 
the Season 9 winner of “The 
Voice” on December 15th.

   The Bell County School 
District would like to con-
gratulate Jordan on his 
many accomplishments and 
thank him for taking the 
time to visit our schools. We 
wish him the best of luck in 
all that he does.

Jordan Smith Visits Bell County Schools

Mrs. Karen Saylor’s class at Bell County High School: Felicia Rice, Jamie 
Phipps, Jessica Phipps, William Anderson, Brooke Lambdin, Blake 
Lambdin, William Trey Martin, Kaleb Golden, Cameron McMurray, Samuel 
Sutton, and Chelsea Collett

Right Fork Students Kennedy Carter and Velda Smith

Bell Central Students: Austin Robbins, Shelby Cornett 
and Selena Vasque

Southeastern Kentucky 
Music Association (SKMA) 
All-Festival Children’s and 
Junior High Choruses per-
formed Thursday, October 
22, 2015 at the First Baptist 
Church of London. Music 
teachers from 14 Southeast-
ern Kentucky counties annu-
ally host a festival for the top 
choir members from schools 
in each county.  

 Students from across the 
district came together to 
create a talented and amaz-

ing choir to represent Bell 
County.  Mr. Jonathan Wyatt, 
the choir director at the high 
school was the director of the 
All-Festival choirs. Students 
had the wonderful opportu-
nity of working with Mr. Jon 
Oliver, director of the Chorus 
and Dr. Amir Zaheri, Junior 
High Chorus Conductor and 
Composer of one of the song 
selections.  

The Children’s Chorus sang 
selections from the around 
the world including “Mango 

Walk” a Jamaican Folk song, 
“This Little Light of Mine” a 
traditional spiritual and “Do 
You Know What it Mean to 
Miss New Orleans” by Edie 
DeLange and Louis Alter. 
The Junior High Chorus sang 
an original composition from 
their director titled “Proces-
sion” and many other selec-
tions choosen by Dr. Zaheri 
including “The Turtle Dove” 
a Folk Song.  

For the finale both choirs, 
nearly 400 students, came 

together to sing “Reaching 
for the Stars” by Sally K. Al-
brecht and Jay Althouse that 
was conducted by Dr. Amir 
Zaheri. Our students had a 
wonderful experience coming 
together with other southeast-
ern Kentucky school to per-
form a memorable concert for 
family, friends, and their very 
proud teachers.  

Submitted by 
Jessica Dunn, 
Bell Central Teacher

Bell County School District’s All-Festival Choirs

BCHS Girls Golf Team BCHS Boys Golf Team

BCHS Lady Cats Soccer Team

Kneeling Left to Right: Jordan Smith, 
Matthew Patterson; Standing Left 
to Right: Braxton Caldwell, Coach 
Matt Gann, Andrew Caldwell
Not Pictured: Holden North

Left to Right: 
Jeana Fultz, 
Alexandria Brock, 
Kaylee Caldwell, 
Coach Matt Gann

Back Row Left to Right: Coty Jones, Kaley Cupp, Ashley 
Taylor, Tianna Christopher, Jeana Hensley, Shelby Wilder, 
Karly Cupp, Gabby Taylor, Adam Huber; Front Row Left to 
Right: Mae Ealy, Kelsey Mason, Ashley Sweat, Chelsey 
Lawson, Faith Redmond, Savannah Estes


