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When first choosing a topic for our National History Day project, we were instinctively 

drawn to the entertainment industry. This inclination stems from our passion for film, as we both 

find documentaries and interviews especially impactful. The initial idea for Dr. Seuss in 

particular came from Josslyn’s AP World History class when her teacher discussed the 

underlying war-related themes in Dr. Seuss's children's books during World War II. This insight 

sparked her curiosity in literature and its reflection of societal and historical events. With the 

National History Day theme in mind, she aimed to interweave these interests with Blake. We 

considered exploring Dr. Seuss's influence as a pivotal figure in children's literature however we 

landed on World War II as a turning point in Dr. Seuss's career. This topic not only aligns with 

our shared passion for film and literature but also resonates with the theme, revealing the 

profound impact historical events can have on individual artists and their work.

We began conducting research in the comfort of our own Lower School library. From 

there we identified themes embedded in Seuss’s books and began looking for secondary sources 

to analyze these allegories. As we continued to research we found his involvement as a political 

cartoonist and included his cartoons as additional primary sources. We also thoroughly studied 

World War II, what caused it, and its impact utilizing both primary and secondary sources. 

Once we landed on Dr Seuss, we knew we wanted to create a documentary since we are 

both visual learners and benefit from watching clips and interviews during class, always 

discussing them outside of the classroom. As we researched Dr. Seuss we were overwhelmed by 

the abundance of primary sources and knew it would be a disservice to exclude them from our 

project. Landing on a documentary would allow us to showcase these sources and weave a 

compelling narrative that underscored our argument. 



World War II marked a turning point in Dr. Seuss's career, transforming him from a 

whimsical children's author to a political commentator and propaganda producer. Initially 

renowned for his imaginative children's books, the onset of war and the rise of fascism 

compelled Seuss to use his voice for political expression, through his books, editorial cartoons, 

and wartime propaganda. Seuss embedded themes of equality, anti-fascism, and anti-

authoritarianism demonstrating a significant evolution in his artistic approach. 

Dr. Seuss's transformation during World War II encapsulates the theme of turning point. 

Dr. Seuss, a beloved children's author, used his talents to address serious political issues during 

the war. Seuss's journey from storytelling to political activism demonstrates the ability of 

historical and social changes to influence artists. His legacy, both celebrated and critiqued, offers 

insight into the complexities of artistic expression during challenging times and the impact of an 

individual's creative voice on generations.
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