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While choosing our topic, our team was immediately drawn to a moment in history that 

not only marked a significant turning point but also affected the challenges seen in today's world. 

Initially, we searched for historical events that were famous and well-known. However, we 

quickly realized that while many of these events were significant, they were not very relevant to 

the issues society faces today. This led us to choose an event that has long-lasting impacts and 

can be related to our current society. The event we chose was the 1968 Democratic National 

Convention in Chicago. This event stood out as a representation of a society and world in chaos, 

consisting of resistance to the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, and widespread 

demands for economic justice. During this era, various groups from hippies to civil rights 

activists to college students protested and fought for what they believed in. 

Our approach to researching this event was extensive. We reviewed primary sources such 

as newspapers and speeches from the time, which offered insights into the emotional atmosphere 

and firsthand experiences of individuals directly impacted by the events. Then, we researched 

scholarly articles and books which gave us a broader understanding of the event's impact on 

American society. This blend of primary sources and academic perspectives helped us to present 

both analyses and the emotion and chaos of the convention. 

Choosing to present our findings on an exhibit board was a choice that allowed us to 

enhance the visual impact of our research. This format enabled us to vividly showcase key 

aspects of the event, especially highlighting the harsh reality of police brutality and the 

widespread public outcry it sparked. We also selected headlines and powerful images in order to 

craft a visual story that would engage viewers and encourage them to consider the historical 

importance of the protests as well as the event’s relevance to today's ongoing discussions about 

police brutality and political polarization. 



This project is a 'Turning Point in History,' as it shows a period when America was 

extremely politically divided, and also the first time when police brutality was enacted against 

people from all sorts of backgrounds. The deep rifts within American society were also exposed 

by the protests at the 1968 Democratic National Convention. This foreshadowed many of the 

issues we still confront today, such as political division, the influence of media on public 

opinion, and most importantly, police brutality. This project allowed us to personally connect the 

past to the present and witness prolonged issues that occurred in the past and still occur today.
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