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I originally, when choosing my topic, wanted to do something related to the AIDS
Epidemic, because of my particular interest in not only epidemiology, but also political science;
it seemed like the perfect topic to merge the two concepts, and it remains to be a constant issue
on the global stage today. Specifically, I wanted to see why it was still an issue, despite the
quickness of creating a vaccine for COVID-19 by comparison. So, when I was originally
researching the AIDS Epidemic, the first article of AIDS in the New York Times came up: “Rare
Cancer Found in 41 Homosexuals,” which highlighted to me a potential injustice towards the gay
community.

When I was initially trying to refine my topic, finding the print-media coverage of the
issue was a huge help in letting me understand what [ wanted to do. I found my most helpful
resources to be news articles covering the AIDS Epidemic, because it allowed me to see for
myself the progression of its media portrayal, as well as the public perception of that media
portrayal; it allowed me to see why advancements in the research of the disease could have been
moving so slowly: because the epidemic mainly affected the gay community, the majority of the
population didn’t see this as a major issue, thus the lack of inaction, funding, and coverage stifled
progression towards solving this issue.

My main issue with this project was finding hard data in a digestible format that
displayed homophobia from the AIDS Epidemic specifically. Most of the studies about public
opinion of homosexuality were somewhat vague, and didn’t ask questions relevant to my topic.
However, one source, by Tom W. Smith and Jaesok Son, was able to provide me with detailed
information in a digestible format which showed a clear correlation between media coverage of

the AIDS Epidemic and levels of homophobia in the public.



I would argue that this topic is incredibly important, because it shows a clear shift in how
the public used to view homosexuality as a sin, and how this idea was extremely amplified when
the gay community became scapegoated for the AIDS Epidemic. It is a prime example of how
when a society focuses on blaming a certain community, the issue at hand can actually get worse.
In addition, it is a terrifying example of how the media can blow things out of proportion

incredibly quickly, because of its influence over the public (particularly in America).
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