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At the beginning of our junior year, we went on a field trip to the National Museum of
African American History and Culture in DC. There, we learned about significant figures
throughout history and African American culture. The aspect of the museum that was most
compelling to us was the Emmett Till exhibit. In the memorial, we learned about the profound
bravery of Mamie Till, who showcased to the world the injustices done to her son, Emmett, who
was brutally murdered. As we were walking through the exhibit, we approached the recreated
open casket. This moment was very powerful because we gained an understanding of how
individuals in 1955 would have experienced the funeral. Along the exhibit walls, we learned
through pictures how Mamie was a catalyst for the Civil Rights Movement, which relates to the
annual theme.

We conducted our research by locating primary and secondary sources that supported our
thesis. We looked at scholarly journals, newspaper articles, and interviews to help further our
research. In addition, we explored excerpts from Mamie’s book, Death of Innocence, which
enlightened us on more specific components of Emmett’s story and her grief. We created our
project using Noodletools, which enabled us to organize our information and categorize it into
secondary and primary sources. For the poster, we started by writing an outline of our board on a
Google document with our content, quotes, and images. After finalizing our content, we printed
our pictures and information and pasted them to our board.

Our historical argument is that Mamie Till’s decision to hold an open casket for her son,
Emmett Till, proved crucial to the burgeoning Civil Rights Movement. Our topic is significant in
history, as the Civil Rights Movement sought to pursue equal rights for African Americans and

end racial segregation.
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