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Special Education/SELPA Core Values

The core values of the Specialized Student Support/SELPA are threefold:

1. maintain positive relationships with parents and key stakeholders in the 
community.

2. provide guidance to school site administrators and staff members so as to 
support their effects in the provision of special education and related services 
on their campuses.   

3. sustain the connectivity with other district departments so that services to 
students with disabilities are provided in a seamless and transparent fashion.



Special Education Program
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Pasadena Unified School District provides special education services and support 
to approximately 2,139 students within our private school service plans, infant, 
preschool, and TK- Adult programs. This represents approximately 15% of the 
district’s total population.  Our Special Education Department has worked to 
reduce the cost and count of litigation over the last several years. Our department 
remains committed to improving operations, providing consistent and 
appropriate services, and utilizing the full continuum of alternative dispute 
resolution processes.



Qualifying for Special Education

1) Have a document disability that is covered 

by IDEA.  There are 13 types of disabilities.

1) Need for special education to access the 

general education curriculum.



Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)

Specially designed instruction to meet unique 

needs.

Related Services

Accommodations and modifications

Individualized Education Program

Student taught in the Least Restrictive 

Environment



IEP Process
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Once eligibility for special education services is established, our purpose is to 
collaborate and develop an individualized education plan to support the 
student’s education. 



Different Services that can be provided

Specialized Academic Instruction

Speech services

Psychological services

Occupational and Physical therapy

Behavior Services

Assistive Technology

And much, much more...



Special Education Department 
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Improved Communication



Focus on Literacy 
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Special Education is a supportive service and collaborates with the 
Curriculum, Instruction, and Professional Development department.

Example: Participated Literacy Plan

Supplemental supports include:
Elementary: Sounds Sensible & SPIRE Reading Program
Secondary: Reading Horizons Elevate 
Language-based, multisensory, structured, sequential, and flexible approach that teaches the basics of 
word formation.

  
Alternative Curriculum Supports:

N2Y Unique Learning System 
Differentiated lessons and standards based content for students with significant educational needs. 
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ADOS Training for Psychologists

One of the recommendations from the Psychologists Committee is to 
have the he ADOS test as part of the testing inventory.
 
ADOS stands for Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule. 
ADOS is a standardized diagnostic test for 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), published by 
Western Psychological Services (WPS).  
All psychologists will be provided training on ADOS 
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Part C to B grant 
On September 9, 2022 Pasadena Unified School (PUSD) completed an application for additional American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)/Part C, Early Education Program funds. PUSD has received notification that Pasadena 
Unified SELPA has been approved to receive $82,359 in PCA 25657 ARPA/Part C funds.

The Department of Developmental Services allocated $2,600,000 to the California Department of Education, on a 
one-time basis, for Special Education Local Plan Areas to enhance support for families most impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and/or the California wildfires.  The California Department of Education, Special Education 
Division, received over $11 Million in requests, with only $2.6 Million to distribute.

The addition of rescue funds will assist the Pasadena SELPA 
to increase the community outreach, number of evaluations 
completed, services, and classroom settings, for our youngest, 
most impacted, and disenfranchised learners and their families 



Teamwork  Respect  Integrity  Love
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PALS is dedicated in creating and nourishing an environment where young adults 
(18-22 years old) have the opportunities to be taught to develop and learn new skills 
needed for their independence.  We provide young adults with the functional skills, 
responsibilities, and integrity needed to live empowering lives and be positive 
contributors in their home and community.  The program works with WorkAbility I and 
has a partnership with Pasadena City College where they attend classes.  Currently, 
PALS is comprised of 36 students who graduated from high school on the certification 
track.  We have 3 teachers, 1 TOSA II who manages the program, and PALS has all 
service providers included.   

P.A.L.S.
Pasadena Adult Living Skills



A California Transition Program
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The special education department helps students with disabilities with vocational skills.  The California 
Department of Education supports this need with the WorkAbility I program.  This program is funded and 
administered by the California Department of Education.  This program is also supported by the State Department 
of Education, the Department of Employment Development, and the Department of Rehabilitation. This program 
helps students with IEPs gain marketable job skills and prepare for employment during and after  high school.

The program is currently on the Wilson Campus, currently home for the Center for Independent Studies and the 
Pasadena Adult Living Skills (PALS) program.  This program currently has 38 students participating.  Students are 
matched with a potential employer based on their skills and the types of demands of the work site.

The students in the program are able to work in a variety of settings.  We currently have students working at Willard 
Elementary, Wilson Middle School,, CVS, Walgreens, Pet Food Express, and Smart & Final.  These students gain the 
needed skills to get gainful employment after leaving Pasadena Unified.

The district is proud to continue its work with the WorkAbility program in the future.

WorkAbility I



The Future of PUSD: What if we…?

Service-Professionalism-Efficiency - Dedication

Questions?


