
  

  

 

This publication is produced at the Pillager School for the whole  
Pillager community. If you have local news, please contact  

the school at (218) 746-3557 for submission information. 

 
SHOOTING FOR THE STARS 
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PARENT REPRESENTATION NEEDED FOR THE PILLAGER ED FOUNDATION! 
 
The Pillager Education Foundation is a group of volunteers who support our school 
through fundraising for classroom grants and student scholarships. 
 
Our mission statement is: ñWorking with our communities, we will support innovative 
approaches and enhance student excellence in academics, arts, athletics and activities.ò      
 

For more information on how you can get involved or how to donate funds to the Pillager Ed Foundation, please see our website at 
www.pillageredfoundation.org 

             Save the Date! 

Friday, April 26 
 

WATCH FOR MORE 
DETAILS! 

Join Pillager Schools for a special 
Arbor Day Community Celebration 
that will include tours of the green-
houses, informational booths, and 
other activities. The public is invit-
ed to come join the fun! 
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From the Desk of Mr. Michael Malmberg, District Superintendent 

Final District Audit Approved  
This month, the school board accepted and approved the school auditors report for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. The 
district ended the year with a negative balance of ($1,007,406).  Slightly better than the anticipated negative balance 
of the ($1,200,000) that was projected at the final revised budget in 2023. This negative balance for the fiscal year 
was planned as the district used $1,316,000 from the unreserved fund balance towards the construction project to 
update the facilities at the athletic complex. The district budget was just over $300,000 to the good without the 
planned spending down from the unreserved fund towards the needed project. The spending down of the 
unreserved fund leaves the current balance around 8%, which is down from the recent 11% from last yearôs audit.  

However, the spending has been planned by the board with the upgrades of the athletic complex.  It is important to keep a healthy 
unreserved fund balance as it allows the board to have financial capabilities to make larger purchases as needed such as: vehicles, 
curriculum purchases, staffing adjustments, additional programs and offerings, facility upgrades, and larger maintenance items. The board 
has a set policy to maintain the unreserved fund balance between 5-7%.   
 
School Board Sets Final Levy Amount 
The school board set the final levy amount at the December school board meeting. The levy was set at 6.05% overall when the final tax run 
was completed by MDE and Cass County.  However, with the growth of the net tax capacity of the district, if the value of your property 
remained the same, your school taxes should have remained close to the same as the previous year. Although, the vast majority of people 
in the district did see an increase in the value of your property from the county assessor, which in turn would have increased the tax portion 
of your school taxes like the other areas. One other factor to keep in mind is that the Pillager School District is one of only 94 schools in the 
state that does not have a voter approved excess operating levy in place like the majority of schools across the state do. The voter 
approved excess level would increase revenue for the district. 
 
CTC Center Well Used 
The new CTC Center continues to be a facility that is used by our community. The facility has hosted several concerts from outside groups 
as well as concerts and musicals by our middle school and high school students. The CTC Center continues to be well used throughout the 
school day as well and a facility that continues to get great reviews when people see it and attend events. 
 
ñPullTheSledò 
Michael Malmberg 
Superintendent 
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We appreciate all the hard work that teachers and staff put into the education 
for students at Pillager Schools. Because of that, the Desktop Publishing 
Class has started journalism work to feature a teacher in every issue of the 
Paw Press going forward. After student vote, Mr. Ben Horn was chosen as 
the first.  
 
Mr. Horn is the high school science teacher and a supportive face that every student is familiar with. This honor stems not only from his 
likability, but his witty personality that shines through his teaching, the humor mixed in with every lesson, and his ability to understand 
and level himself with his students.  
 
The Desktop Publishing Class interviewed Mr. Horn to get a glimpse into his world that most have not seen. Here are a few questions 
that open the curtain into who this, unanimously proclaimed, favorite teacher is. 
 
What is the absolute best thing about Pillager Schools? 
The best thing about Pillager Schools is the people who work here and go to school here. We have a welcoming and friendly culture that I look for-
ward to being a part of everyday. 
 
What sport would you do if you went to the Olympics, and why? 
The easy answer is wrestling because I competed in the sport for a long time and I currently coach it. But, break dancing is going to make its debut in 
2024 and maybe I have a hidden talent that I donôt know about. 
 
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go, and why? 
I would like to go to Alaska and hunt dall sheep. I have always wanted to hike in the mountain ranges in Alaska and taking a trophy ram has always 
been a dream of mine. 
 
Where did you grow up? 
I grew up in St. Michael, MN. I went to STMA schools from preschool up to 12th grade. When we first moved to our house we lived out of town quite a 
ways, but by the time that I was a senior the town had grown to the point where the new high school was about half mile from my house. 
 
What is the funniest thing you have seen a student do in class? 
I am not sure if these are funny, gross, or impressive but where my mind goes with this question is what students eat in class. Here is a list of all the 
things I have seen students eat while I am teaching: a family size bag of chips, multiple Jolly Ranchers by chewing them, a half gallon of chocolate 
milk, a 5-Hour Energy poured into a Monster Energy Drink, chewed gum from under the table, boogers, and an entire Dixon Ticonderoga #2 pencil. 
 
Do you have a side job in the summer? 
I work for one of the finest small businesses in the Brainerd Lakes Area, 5-Star Seamless Gutters. This goes back to the great culture we have here at 
Pillager where we genuinely enjoy working with our coworkers. So much so that I spend my summer working with many of the same people that I 
work with during the school year.  
 
If not a teacher, what would you be? 
The other career path that I tossed around for a long time was being a Veterinarian. Prior to becoming a teacher here at Pillager this was something 
that I was strongly considering, but I am very happy with my decision. 
 
What do you like most about being a teacher? 
My favorite part of teaching is getting to work with students. I love seeing students' confidence in themselves grow throughout the year. I also enjoy 
hearing about where students go and do after school. Teaching is also a means to be able to coach. I enjoy getting to work with students at some-
thing that they are passionate about. 
 

Mr Horn is a great teacher, and I believe he was well worth featuring. Through this article and the questions answered,  I hope you see 
the person more than the lessons and grades given, because I see a role model and exceptional teacher.  
-Jordan Ellstrom , 9th Grade, Desktop Publishing Class 

FEATURED TEACHER 

MR. HORN 
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Ava Franzen, a 9th grader, was chosen as the first Student Showcase here in the Paw Press. Here at Pillager Schools, we rec-
ognize our students who try their best, work hard every day, and are kind and respectful to everyone. We 
picked Ava Franzen because she has been an excellent help towards her peers and her teachers. She has been doing well with 
her grades and has even improved in her classes! Ava continues to constantly have a positive attitude and a bright smile every-
day. She was awarded a Leader of the Pack Award for Quarter 1, is part of the Desktop Publishing Class, and has participated on 
the Yearbook Team this year. Here is a little more about her:  
 

What is the best thing about being a student in Pillager Schools? 

At the time when I transferred over to Pillager, I came from Forestview and I loved going to a smaller school. Now Pillager is slowly increasing 

with people, but I am grateful for all the friendships I have created.  

 

How long have you gone to Pillager Schools? 

Almost 5 years!  

 

Coolest place youõve ever been? 

I haven't been out of the state too many times, my first "big trip" was Florida!! I loved being there.  

 

What do you want to be when you grow up? 

I would love to open my own hair salon and be a hairstylist!  

 

Have you ever been to the ocean? Where? What did you like about it? 

Yes! My first "big" trip was this July to Coco Beach in Florida! I loved the ocean, shell picking at sunset was one of my favorite things to do.  

 

What is your favorite cartoon and why? 

I can't really remember cartoons, but I loved to watch Disney movies! Beauty and the Beast, and Tangled were my favorite and still are!!  

 

Favorite dog? 

Golden Retrievers!!  

 

What is your favorite subject and teacher? Why? 

My favorite subject is English, and I don't have a favorite teacher. I could never pick 

a favorite. I appreciate all of them the same.  

 

Great job Ava! Stay tuned to see what other students may get featured in 
the Paw Press! We appreciate you all and hope you continue to be 
along our journey by seeing where these kids go in the future.  

STUDENT SHOWCASE 

AVA FRANZEN 

All 
School 

Yearbook 
Don't forget to 

order your Yearbook!  Go to jostens.com  to order 
online.   

 
If you have photos you think would be appropriate 

for the yearbook, please send them to  
msoberg@isd116.org 

http://jostens.com/
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High School Principal, Jason Savage 

 
As we approach the end of Semester 1, I want to reflect on the great start we've had to the school year. Our students 
and staff have been dedicated to learning, growing, and creating a positive and inclusive school environment. 
Semester 1 is winding down, and we are excited to welcome Semester 2 in mid-January. As we transition to the 
second half of the school year, it's important for students to set goals and continue to foster a growth mindset. The 
second semester brings new opportunities for learning and personal development. 

 
Looking ahead, we are excited to announce Snow Week at PHS, which will take place from February 5 to February 9. The Snow Week 
dance is set for Friday, February 9th, allowing students to unwind and enjoy a fun relaxing evening. We encourage students to participate in 
the various Snow Week activities and make the most of this fun-filled week. 
 
As we gear up for the second half of the school year, let's continue to work together to create a supportive and engaging learning 
environment. Encourage your students to set ambitious goals, stay focused on their studies, and embrace challenges with a growth 
mindset. Thank you for your ongoing support, and I look forward to a successful and rewarding second semester. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason Savage 
Principal, Pillager High School 
 

Spring registration marks a pivotal time as a student when we undertake selecting cours-
es for the upcoming academic year. As winter gives in to warmer days, as students we 
navigate through the multitude of options, contemplating our academic path and future 
pursuits. With anticipation and excitement with the freedom to choose our own classes 
this upcoming spring semester, we weigh our interests, educational requirements, and 
aspirations to help decide our plans for success. For many, it is a strategic plan of choos-
ing the right mix of classes that not only align with our academic goals but also cater to 
our passions.  
 
As a high school student, it is important for me to have the freedom to choose classes in 
high school as it allows me to tailor my education to align with my interests, strengths, and 
future goals. This autonomy in selecting courses not only promotes academic growth but 
also prepares me for the decision-making responsibilities I will encounter after high 
school.  
 
Overall, spring registration is an essential time when we, as students, can exercise our 
agency in shaping our academic pathway. The process of choosing classes goes beyond 
fulfilling requirements; itôs an opportunity for personal growth, self-discovery, and the culti-
vation of lifelong learning skills. This period of choice permits me to navigate my unique 
educational journey, creating a sense of responsibility and ownership for my future. 
What classes will you choose this spring?  What pathways will you explore?  Registration 
for all high school students will begin towards the end of March. Until then, donôt be afraid 
to be curious, try new things, and be open to new possibilities! 

SPRING REGISTRATION 
 From a student perspective ... 
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Pillager High School offers a work experience program for high 
school students. This program supports students in high school 
completion and assists in their enthusiasm to join the work world. 
 
Students participate in a paid position with academic and career 
related skills being instilled through training and supervision. 
Progress reviews are scheduled with mentors in the workforce.  
 
Interested students or employers can contact Carissa Goff at (218)
746-2077 or cgoff@isd116.org for further information.   

EXPERIENCES 

#PULLTHESLED  

https://pillager.onlinejmc.com Students 
       Click here 
 
 
Make sure you have the correct SCHOOL YEAR 
 
User name; Last two digits of your graduating 
year, first initial of first name, last name. 
Ex:  17jdoe 
 
Password: Lunch number, first initial of first 
name last name.    Ex: 1234jdoe 
 
After you click ñloginò you may look at your   
absences, tardies, report card, progress report 
and lunch account info.  (Online registration is 
not available at this time.) 

Parents 
       Click here 

 
 

Make sure you have the correct SCHOOL YEAR 
 

User name: parentôs last name in lowercase 
letters 

 
Enter your password. (If you do not remember 
your password, please speak to a secretary to 

access it.) 
 

After you click ñloginò you may look at your 
childôs absences, tardies, report card, progress 

report and lunch account info. You may also 
update your address, phone, or email. 

ACCESS TO STUDENT INFORMATION 

Please stay connected to your studentôs progress and lunch account information by accessing this information 
online. You can get to this information from the school website through the link on the left side of the home page 
OR ð through the web address below. 
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Middle School Principal, Wade Mortenson 

 
As we dive into the exciting adventures of the second semester, I wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude for 
the unwavering Husky Pride displayed by our wonderful students and dedicated staff. The enthusiasm and 
commitment demonstrated in the first semester have set a fantastic tone for the months ahead. It's heartening to 
witness the collaborative efforts of our school community to create an environment that fosters learning, growth, and, 
most importantly, a strong sense of unity. 

 
The first semester was filled with excitement and opportunities for our middle school students. Every week it seemed that we had students 
involved in some kind of activity or event to showcase their strengths.  For example, our middle school musical Schoolhouse Rock, was a 
smashing success. We must continue to offer these opportunities for our students as they play a major role in the overall middle school 
experience.   
 
To further strengthen our ties and ensure open communication, we were thrilled with the turnout at parent-teacher conferences the week of 
January 22nd. These conferences provided an opportunity for us to connect with you regarding your child's social and academic progress, 
and to discuss any questions or concerns you may have had. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, and let's make the second semester a memorable and successful journey for our Huskies! 
As always, please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.   
#PullTheSled  
 
Wade Mortenson 
Middle School Principal  
 

Middle School Students of Quarter II 

Congratulations to these students: Audri Hollingsworth, Brylee 
Deick, Burk Fornshell, Devon Schneeberger, Fletcher Scofield, 
Jackson Decker, Jacob Hudson, Jaxon White, Leo Scott, 
Maddox Vandermay, Norah Quisberg, Rylie Eustice, Stephen 
Bourassa, Tabitha Poegel, Zuriah Krause 
 
 

 
Pillager School uses a recorded alert  

system to notify families of special school events, 
school closings, or emergencies. The numbers and 
email addresses are from the contact information 

that you have provided to the District Office. 
 

If you are not getting these messages, or would 
like other phone numbers or email  

addresses used, please call the District  
Office to update your file. 

JMC Alert System 
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HUSKY PRIDE TIME  
for the MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
All 7th and 8th students will have the opportunity to participate in a PRIDE 
TIME Period each day this school year. During PRIDE TIME, students will 
enjoy character education lessons related to a variety of topics. New this 
school year, an added standard has been incorporated into this class 
called #operationgiveback.  Students will be involved in a service learning 
project each semester.  For #operationgiveback, students will be involved 
in a variety of volunteer activities to give back to the community.  This is 
also a perfect time to complete missing work, relearn material, or retake a 
test. 
 
A wide variety of enrichment options will also be available related to all 
content areas.  For example, students can use PRIDE TIME to prepare for 
the annual Husky Spelling Bee, work on a Science Fair project, prepare for 
a Math Masters competition, study for the 8th grade National Geographic 
Geography Bee, or simply read their favorite book.  Certainly, PRIDE TIME 
will be a tremendously beneficial time for all students. 

An "After School Targeted Services Academic Enrichment Program"  
through the Freshwater Education District is available to students in Grades 5-8.  

The program is based on a minimum enrollment of 11 students. 
 

WHO: THE HUSKY HANGOUT is available to any Pillager student in grades 5-8 who wishes to take advantage of after school academic  
support and enrichment activities during the school year.  
 
WHAT: Each two-hour session consists of: 
¶ 15 minutes - Snack and Socialize Game/Trivia 
¶ 1 Hour - Homework Help  

The Lead Teacher (Middle School Instructor) is available to help students complete homework assignments.  If a student does not have 
assignments to complete they will receive supplemental math, reading, study skills instruction.  

¶ 45 minutes - Learning Activity  
Students will participate in a hands-on learning enrichment activity each week. Activity examples include: cooking, service learning pro-
ject, art project, STEAM Activities, community education classes, etc. 

WHEN: Every Tuesday and Thursday (3:15-5:15 pm) starting November 3. Students may join at any time, however, sign-up forms are 
required. 
WHERE: Pillager Middle School, Room 602 (Mrs. Kimmanõs room) Kids may be picked up at door òOó by the Middle School entrance 
WHY: Students can benefit from additional academic support while also developing improved social, study, and communication skills. 
HOW: Parents and teachers who are interested in referring a child to THE HUSKY HANGOUT may fill out and return the registration form.  
                 Contact Sara Kimman (Room 602 in Middle/High School) with questions: (218) 746-2078 or skimman@isd116.org  

Before and After School 

 
Parents, please note that students should not be in the 
school building before 7:55 a.m. Please know that they will 
be asked to leave the school to either go outside or home. 
 
The school is closed to all children after school unless they 
are in a supervised after-school activity or enrolled in ñFun 
Stop.ò 
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Elementary Principal, Josh Smith 

 

We are midway through yet another school year. It is hard to believe that we will soon begin to plan for Kindergarten 
Round-Up, spring music programs, Kindergarten graduation, track and field day, field trips, and so much more. 

 

Our teachers are committed more than ever to providing students with every opportunity to be successful both in the 
classroom and in the community. We are excited to welcome families into the building in January for parent and 
teacher conferences where we will share all of the growth the kids have made so far this year! 

 

As always, thank you for sharing your kids with us and for allowing us the opportunity to work with them every day. It is our hope to provide 
you, your students, and the community with a top-notch education filled with positive relationships and experiences! 

 

Best,  

 

Josh Smith 

Elementary Principal 

 

The month of February is  
ñI Love to Read Monthò and 
there will be a few unique 
celebrations occurring throughout the month. 
 
February 5-9 
Pajama Day on Friday, February 9th.  Find some time in class to get 
comfy with a good book! 

 
February 12-15 
Wear red and pink on Tuesday, February 13th and read a book that 
you love. 

 
February 20-23 
Husky Bingo will be played on Friday, February 23rd. 

Congratulations Brecken, Henry, Garrett, and Kamryn! (pictured 

clockwise from top-left). Students that earn a Husky Paw for 

displaying perseverance, respect, responsibility, integrity, discipline, 

or excellence are spotlighted on the Pillager Schools Facebook 

page.  All of the students are displayed prominently in the hallway 

near the cafeteria as well. 


