
 Planning For 
College

The Steps To Take Each Year
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Public Four-Year Colleges

Credits 

● 4 credits of English
● 3 credits of Math (including Algebra 2 and Senior year math)
● 3 credits of Social Science
● 3 credits of Science
● 2 credits of World Language
● 1 credit of Fine Art

AND ACT or SAT scores   
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College seems a long way off in 9th grade, but you need to start 
thinking about it seriously now. The reason is simple -- your 9th 
grade academic and extracurricular record will be part of your 
college application.

Steps to take: 

1. Learn the credit requirements for high school graduation. See 
your Graduation Requirements in Skyward

2. Familiarize yourself with collegesʼ entrance requirements.
3. Make a list of any awards, volunteer work, clubs, and 

extracurricular activities you earn/participate in this year.
4. Explore potential careers by logging to your school Google 

Chrome account and clicking on the Xello icon:      )
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10th Grade
● Continue to track high school credits in Skyward

● Begin exploring colleges and universities. The College Board 
website at www.collegeboard.com or 
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org are great resources.

● SBAC  ELA and Math (can be used for Running Start 
placement)

● Community involvement and activities

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
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● Continue to track high school credits, college entrance requirements, and 
extracurricular activities.

● Take the Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science  (WCAS test) at Sky Valley

● Go to college fairs and presentations. 

● You might want to register to take the PSAT* This is the test that determines 
National Merit Scholar winners and is offered in October.

● You might want to register to take the SAT/ACT in the spring of your Junior 
year. Sign up for SAT at www.sat.collegeboard.org (many colleges now are 
“test optional,” but you will want to research the admission requirements for 
the colleges you are interested in)

http://www.sat.collegeboard.org/
http://www.sat.collegeboard.org


Se
ni

or
 Y

ea
r 12th Grade

● Retake the SAT/ACT in the Fall if needed.

● Complete “Letter of Recommendation Form” 

● FAFSA opened in December 2023 for the 24-25 school year

● Decide the colleges you are interested in. Create a timeline for 
when applications are due.

● Contact Cammie for an official transcript or test scores if needed.
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Financial Aid Continued...

Scholarships
Apply for scholarships. Check the SVEC website to see a list of 
scholarships at Scholarship information

Also,  www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org has more planning for college and 
career information to review

Grants
Work Study
Loans

https://www.monroe.wednet.edu/svec/student-learning/counseling/scholarships
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org


Questions?

Remember SVEC Website http://www.monroe.wednet.edu/svec.

https://www.monroe.wednet.edu/svec/families/counseling


Planning for College 
Resource from Career Exploration ASVAB program

https://www.asvabprogram.com/media-center-article/55

