|

MADIM COUNTY
OI FIUL UfF EDUCATION

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families and School Staff:

The Marin County Office of Education in coordination with school districts, PG&E, the Marin County Fire
Department, and the Marin County Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services, is providing this information
to help prepare our school community for the possibility of a Public Safety Power Shutoff that may
result in a muiti-day power outage. PG&E will make every effort to provide 48-Hour notification to
impacted as, followed by 24-hour updates, a final update just before the power is shut down.
Outages may be isolated to specific geographic areas and schools, or may be widespread with impacts to
n yschools. Communications will be challenging during the duration of the outage.

Basedont i rmation and guidance we have at this time, the foliowing are the steps we anticipate
taking in the event of a power shut down:

e In event that the power is shut down during the normal school day, school operations will
continue through the remainder of the school day.

¢ In the event that the power is shut down outside of the normal school day, school will be
closed until power is restored. Based on estimates from PG&E, Public Safety Power Shutoffs may
result in extended power outages of 3-5 days.

e Communication during the power outage - Schools will make every effort to provide updated
information regarding status of the outage, using whatever information channels they have
available {cell phone, landline, email, texting, social media, local news media) with the
understanding that communication systems will be limited.

e When power is restored, schools will be back in session. If power is restored during the normal
school day, school will be back in session the following day.

In order to stay as up to date as possible on the most current information, our public safety officials are
recommending that you register your contact information at the following sites:

L} L}
L} [ ]
(text z1p codes to 888777) (SIgN up TOr your school's zip code)

Here are some additional links with important resources to assist you in being prepared at home.

Thank you for helping us to be prepared!

Sincerely,

M
Marin County Superintendent of Schools
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Marin County Office of Education
PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoffs
Recommendations for Schools

In response to recent catastrophic wildfires in our region, PG&E has implemented a Public Safety Power
St off program aimed at preventing future wildfires and likely resulting in multi-day power outages
affecting thousands of residents, business and public agencies.

With the majority of Marin County designated as Tier 2 (Elevated), or Tier 3 (Extreme) fire threat areas,
Marin County public and private schools must prepare for a muiti-day power outages. The Marin County
Office of Education, in coordination with PG&E, the Marin County Fire Department, and the Marin
County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services are recommending procedures and protocols based on the
following assumptions:

e A Public Safety Power Shutoff will likely occur in Marin, if not during the current fire season, at
some point in the future.

e Eventhose areas not designated as elevated or extreme fire danger may be impacted because the
areas requiring shutoff may include power grids covering wide geographic areas.

e Public Safety Power Shutoffs will cause major disruption to the entire community and basic
services particularly communications and transportation.

e Although conditions requiring the shutoffs may be relatively short in duration, outages may last 3
to 5 days, because of PG&E protocols for visual inspection of all power lines before restoration of

power.
e There is potential for isolated or widespread school closures during multi-day power outages.

Here are some of the most important considerations to take into account in development of school
procedures and protocols for Public Safety Power Shutoffs:

Communications — Communications may be the single most significant challenge before, during and
after the PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoffs. Since communications will be particularly challenging and
limited during the outages, it will be important to update and maintain redundant communication
channels with parents, families and staff, including:

cell phone

texting

Landlines

Email

local media outlets



PG&E will try to provide potentially impac | customers with notification and updates 48-hours, 24-
hours, and just prior to the power shut off. They will also make an effort to provide additional
notifications during the ¢ age, and then once power is restored. In some cases, extreme weather
events may not allow advance notice.

MCOE Emergency Operations Center Activation — When PC | initiates a 48-hour notification the Marin
County Office of Education will activate our Emergency Operations Center and work in close conjunction
with PG&E and our emergency services partners to initiate conference calls and communications as
advised by public safety officials. The MERA Radio system will be utilized as a back up for  “OE and
School District communications if other communications channels are not available.

Recommendations for parents / guardians and school staff to assist in communications before, during,
and after Public Safety Power Shutoffs:

o PG&E acce
e Registera de
e Check PG¢

e Register a
e Register a
e If possible, procure a solar charging unit tor your cell phone

Transportation — When the power is turned off many if not all gas  tions will not be al :to pump gas
and many traffic signalsw only be operational for a short period of time. Significant traffic and gridlock
should be anticipated on major transportation arteries, which will impact student transportation as well

as the ability of staff to get to school.

School Operations and Closures - Because of impacts on communications and transportation most
schools will likely have no other choice but to close for the duration of the outage. Some schools may be
able to continue to operate with a modified instructional plan duetot rgeographic location, facility
design, and the ability of students and key staff access the school site during an outage.

An Opportunity to Build Resilience and Increase Preparedness — In the end, we cannot be certainifa
PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoff will impact our community, and yet we know that we must do
everything we can to be prepared. The efforts we take now to prepare will help to build resilience and
preparedness in our community for earthquakes, floods, and other natural disasters as well as Public
Safety Power Shutoffs. Thank you for all that you do to help us to be prepared!

Please see these links for more information:
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Oficina de Educacion del Condado de Marin
Cortes de energia por seguridad publica de PG&E
Recomendaciones para las escuelas

Enrespue ¢ )srecie ncendios forestales catastroéficos en nuestra regidn, PG&E ha
implementado un programa de cortes de energia por seguridad publica destinado a prevenir futuros
incendios forestales y probablemente resuite en cortes de energia de varios dias que afecten a miles de
residen |, empresasy agencias publicas.

Debido a que la mayor parte del Condado de Marin ha sido designado como drea de amenaza de

| 1dio de Nivel 2 (Elevado) o Nivel 3 (Extremo), las escuelas publicas y privadas del Condado de Marin
deben prepararse para cortes de energia de varios dias. La Oficina de Educacién del Condado de Marin,
en coordinacién con PG&E, el Departamento de Bomberos def Condado de Marin y la Oficina de
Servicios de Emergencia del Sheriff del Condado de Marin, recomiendan procedimientos y protocolos
basados en los siguientes supuestos:

¢ Es probable que se produzca un corte de energia por seguridad publica en Marin, si no durante la
temporada de incendios actual, en algin momento en el futuro.

e Incluso aquellas dreas no designadas como peligro de incendio elevado o extremo pueden verse
afectadas porque las areas que requieren corte de energia pueden incluir redes eléctricas que
cubren amplias areas geogréficas.

e Los cortes de energia por seguridad publica causaran una interrupcion importante en toda la
comunidad y los servicios basicos, especialmente las comunicaciones y el transporte.

e Sibien las condiciones que requieren los cortes pueden ser de una duracién relativamente corta,
las interrupciones pueden durar de 3 a 5 dias, debido a los protocolos PG&E para la inspeccion
visual de todas las lineas eléctricas antes de restablecer la energia.

o Existe la posibilidad de cierres aislados o generalizados de escuelas durante varios dias debido a

los cortes de energia.

Estas son algunas de las consideraciones mas importantes a tener en cuenta en el desarrollo de
procedimientos y protocolos escolares para los cortes de energia por seguridad publica:

Comunicaciones: las comunicaciones pueden ser el desafio mds importante antes, durante y después de
los cortes de energia por seguridad publica de PG&E. Dado que las comunicaciones seran
particularmente desafiantes y limitadas durante los cortes, serd importante actualizar y mantener
canales de comunicacion redundantes con los padres, las familias y el personal, que incluyen:

e teléfono movil

e mensajes de texto

e teléfonos fijos

e correo electrénico

e medios de comunicacién locales



PG&E intentara proporcionar a los clientes potencialmente afectados notificaciones y actualizaciones 48
horas, 24 horas y justo antes del corte de energia. También haran un esfuerzo para proporcionar
notificaciones adicionales durante el corte de energia, y luego una vez que se restablezca la energia. En
algunos casos, los fenémenos meteoroldgicos extremos pueden no permitir aviso previo.

Activacion del Centro de Operaciones de Emergencia de MCOE: cuando PG&E inicia una notificacion de
48 horas, la Oficina de Educacion del Condado de Marin activard nuestrc  2ntro 1es de
Emergencia y trabajara en estrecha colaboracion con PG&E y nuestros socios de amergencia
para iniciar lamadas de conferencia y comunicaciones segun lo aconsejado por {os funcionarios de
seguridad publica. El sistema de radio MERA se utilizara como respaldo para fas comunicaciones de
MCOE y del distrito escolar s o hay otros canales de comunicacién disponibles.

Recomendaciones para los padres o tutores y el personal escolar para ayudar en las comunicaciones
antes, durante y después de los cortes de energia por seguridad pablica:

e Titulareso cl

e Registrese el 'scuela
e Leasobre los

e Registrese er

e Registrese et

e Siesposible,

Transporte: cuando se corte la energia, muchas, si no todas, las estaciones de servicio no podran
bombear gas y muchas sefiales de trafico solo estaran operativas durante un corto periodo de tiempo.
Se debe anticipar un trafico significativo y atascos en las principales arterias de transporte, lo que
afectard el transporte de los estudiantes, asi como la capacidad del personal para llegar a la escuela.

Operaciones y cierres de escuelas: debido a los impactos en las comunicaciones y el transporte, la
mayoria de ias escuelas prob lemente no tendran otra opcidn que cerrar durante la interrupcién.
Algunas escuelas pueden continuar operando con un plan de instruccion modificado debido a su
ubicacidn geografica, disefio de instalaciones y la capacidad de los estudiantes y el personal clave de
acceder al sitio escolar durante un corte de energia.

Una oportunidad para hacernos mas fuertes y aumentar la prepa ién: finalmente, no podemos estar
seguros de si un corte de ene  a por seguridad publica de PG&E impactara a nuestra comunidad vy, sin
embargo, sabemos que debemos hacer todo lo posible para estar debidamente preparados. Los
esfuerzos que realizamos ahora para prepararnos ayudaran a hacernos mas fuertes y estar listos en
nuestra comunidad para terr  Htos, inundaciones y otros desastres naturales, asi como para cortes de
energia por seguridad publica. iGracias por todo lo que haces para ayudarnos a estar preparados!

Por favor vea estos enlaces para mas informacién:
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Marin County Office of Education
Marin Emergency Radio Authority (MERA)
2019 — 2020 Drill Schedule

Drills are scheduled for the fourth Wednesday of each month during the
school year at 9:30 a.m. from August through May
(*except for the drills in November and December 2019, which will be held the third Wednesday)

August 28, 2019 ~ Talk Group #1 = All Schools
September 25, 2019 ~ Local Talk Groups
October 23, 2019 ~ Talk Group #1 = All Schools
*November 20, 2019 ~ Local Talk Groups
*December 18, 2019 ~ Talk Group #1 = All Schools
January 22, 2020 ~ Local Talk Groups
February 26, 2020 ~ Talk Group #1 = All Schools
March 25, 2020 ~ Local Talk Groups
April 22, 2020 ~ Talk Group #1 = All Schools

May 27, 2020 ~ Loca. . ulk Groups

PLEASE MAKE COPIES OF THIS LIST FOR ALL RESPONDERS
AND POST A COPY NEAR YOUR RADIO,

For questions or additional information, please contact:

Mike Grant, Director
Marin County Office of Education
(415) 499-5849
FAX: (415) 491-6619

Email:

Talk Group #1 = All Schools

Local Talk Group 2 | Local Talk Group 3 | Local Talk Group 4 Local Talk Group 5| Talk »>up6
MCOE North Central South West

MCOE 1 Novato Kentfield Mill Valley Nicasio

MCOE 2 San Rafael Ross Reed Shoreline

MCOE 3 Miller Creek Ross Valley Sausalito Marin City | Walker Creek Ranch
Walker Creek MCOE 1,2, 3 Larkspur-Corte Madera | Tamalpais Union



















( _1siderations for School Districts from CDE:
Before You Make a Decision to Close a School

Outdoor air quality is one factor local educational agencies (LI ) need to consider when
making a school closure decision. LEAs should consider the fa ‘s below, in addition to any
other relevant local conditions or concerns, when deciding to close school.

Health and Safety:

Indoor rqual | Ventilation and filtration systems ai ‘hools may offer a higher level of
protection than residential systems.
Supervision. The school environment provides appropriate student supervision by trained
and caring adults who can ensure students remain indoors.
Student support services. School may be the primary place where students receive
needed health and counseling services.
Nutrition services. hools serve healthy meals to a significant proportion of students. If
school is closed, it is a substantial challenge at best for LEAs to feed students.
National School Lunch Program Meal Reimbursement During Disaster: Education Code
49505 allows for the LEAs to submit an application for meal reimbursement during a
disaster. The disaster would require a state or federal declaration for the county affected by
the disaster.

ducation website a

Using an Equity Lens:

Socioeconomically disadvantaged families may not have options for alternate child care.
Working parents and guardians are disproportionately affected by school closure and could
suffer significant professional or economic consequences as a result.

Students receiving free or reduced-price meals may not have a reliable alternate source of
healthy food.

Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) may not have access to needed
services during schc  closure.

Schools provide safe and supportive environments for their students; our most vulnerable
studentsrelyonthi  most.

Instructional Time:

Instructional time is foundational to students’ academic achievement. LEAs should

consider adding instructional days or minutes to the school calendar when time is lost

due to school closure.

LEAs that have a foreseeable loss of instructional time due to a history of school closures

should consider adding “built-in emergency” days to the annual school calendar.

Information on reauestine credit for lost attendance and instructional time during an
nia Department of Education’s website a

Guidance for Families When Schools are Closed:

Stay indoors.
Keep doors and windows closed.
Consult a Physician if you have concerns about your child’s health.









