Watergate:
A Turning Point in American Trust

Vivian Hunter
Evie Stamos
Senior Division
Process Paper: 428 Words



When choosing a topic, we considered something close to home that we had always been
curious about. Driving by the mysterious-looking Watergate Hotel frequently made us wonder
what went on behind its walls. We are both interested in politics and the government, so believed
that studying the Watergate scandal would be a perfect opportunity to delve deeper into both of
these topics. We were both familiar with the general plot of the scandal, but never knew about its
specific details, which motivated us to research the topic. The Watergate scandal revealed to us
the importance of political transparency and campaign finance management.

When we began researching Watergate, we started with databases to gain general
information. We used articles containing timelines and overviews of the scandal. Once we
understood enough details about Watergate, we moved towards secondary sources which mainly
allowed us to understand its significance. We began creating notecards and carefully sorted them
into different piles such as Nixon’s resignation and the lasting effects of Watergate. Lastly, we
utilized primary sources such as newspaper articles from the Washington Post, especially articles
written by the famous duo Woodward and Bernstein.

Deciding on our category was a bit difficult at first. We originally planned to use a
website, but were having technical difficulties and decided that we could showcase our
knowledge more engagingly. We then pivoted to a performance and were nervous about our
decision, but then quickly grew to love our new presentation category. We began writing our
script in the shoes of two University of Chicago students who voted for Nixon. The storyline
follows the two students, Michael and Christopher through their tracking of the scandal and how
their opinions change. We thought that choosing a student perspective would be a unique and
exciting idea. We continued to edit the script as we went and when we finally were confident

about it we planned costumes and props.



The Watergate scandal relates to this year's theme of turning points in history because it
marks a large change in the relationship between American citizens and the government. For
example, the percentage of Americans who viewed the president as a man of high integrity
dropped from 63% to 35% between 1973 and 1974. Reform was made after Nixon's resignation
that have been crucial to modern-day government such as the Privacy Act of 1974 and the
Hughes-Ryan amendment. The present-day effects of Watergate exist strongly in the minds of
American voters because today we vote for candidates whom we can trust and believe in instead

of candidates with extensive government experience.
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