SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 2/6/24

Dear SHS Families,

Congratulations to Staples' We the People team on their first place win in the Connecticut
State competition! The team moves onto the national competition level in Washington D.C.
in April.

And congratulations to our PTA Reflections Arts Contest participants! Please click here for

a list of contest winners by category. Thank you to our team of parent volunteer judges,
especially Reflections Chair Patra Kanchanagom.

Important Upcoming Dates

Monday, February 19th - Friday, No School - February Recess
February 23rd
Monday, February 26th Professional Development Day- No school

for students

Thursday, February 29th PTA Coffee with the Principal, 9:30am

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

Yearbook HQ

e Order your ‘23-24 Yearbooks here. Questions? Contact the SHS Yearbook
team: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

PTA Membership and Directory
Did you know that a portion of your membership dues funds Wrecker Mini Grants, a

program open to all teachers, administrators and SHS clubs seeking to enhance students’
experiences? This year the PTA is proud to fund a variety of requests, including a student
lending library within the English department, tools for food photography in Culinary, a
guest speaker for PE, competition materials for Science Olympiad, and digitizing several
decades of SHS yearbooks in the Library. The latter is cool because it forever memorializes
over 100 years of yearbook memories and ensures that tens of thousands of students and
many more student hours (in creating these yearbooks) are preserved forever. Do you
know what else is cool? Finding pics like these among those digital files:
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Did you forget to join the PTA but want to do it for Toby Flenderson? Sign up here.

The School Counseling Department News:

e Second Quarter Report Cards and Senior Mid-Year Transcripts

2024-25 Course Selection and Scheduling: Look for details and timeline re the course
selection process as well as the updated Program of Studies.

2024-25 FAFSA is now available

Junior Post High School Planning recording

Understanding Financial Aid and Paying for College recording

Course Selection Informational Webinar on Tuesday, Feb 6

Scholarships Workshop for Seniors on Wednesday, Feb 7

Connecticut Pre-Apprenticeship Program Info Session, Feb 9

ATTN SENIOR PARENTS
Please click here for important Senior Information

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

Staples PTA Needs You!!!

Staples PTA does so much to support the children, teachers/staff, administration and
families in our school. But, we can't do it all without volunteers like you! If you're
interested in getting more involved next year (2024-25), please Click Here to fill out our
volunteer survey. Don't worry-you are not committing yourself to anything. We will be in
touch when we need help with events and initiatives. Any questions? Contact SHS PTA VPs
Volunteers, Stefanie Shackelford and Sandy Srihari at staplesptavolunteers@gmail.com.
Thank you!

SDEIB Update

February is Black History Month and Lunar New Year begins February 10th. Toquet Hall;
RSVP to westportdei@gmail.com. Please see flyer for details. Questions?

Email tabitha.nguyen31@gmail.com or sarahaadair@gmail.com.

SHS Library Update
Click here to see what’s happening at the library.

Cafeteria News

Toquet Hall
Find out what’s going on at Toquet Hall for February. Highlights include Lighthouse for
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LGBTQ+ Youth Group and WWPT 90.3 Live Talk Show Night featuring Staples’ own E]
Herrmann and Benny Enos on Feb. 10.

Westport Public Arts Collection Presents: Sixties MOD at MoCA

View works of art usually hanging in school and municipal buildings brought together in a
beautiful museum setting! MOCA Westport’s new exhibition features nearly 60 works from
1955-1975, a transformative era in society + the arts which also saw the founding of the
schools' fine art collection. On view until 3/3/24, concurrently with MoCA's high school
exhibition, Through the Lens of Icons: Revisiting the 1960s.

Show your WRECKER PRIDE & support our teams at STAPLES SPORTING
EVENTS!

Wednesday, February | SHS Boys Varsity Squash, 8:15pm
7th Intensity Squash Courts

Thursday, February 8th | SHS Girls Varsity Squash vs. Greenwich, 8:15pm
Intensity Squash Courts

SENIOR NIGHT!
Saturday, February Staples Rugby Hosts the 4th Annual College Showcase and
10th Combine

See below for details

Sunday, February 11th | SHS Cheer Fundraiser, 9:30am
See below for details

e Staples Varsity Cheer: Please support Staples Varsity Cheer at their fundraiser this Sunday;,
2/11. Learn Self Defense for Teens, taught by officers from the Westport Police Department.
A portion of the proceeds will go to Rowan House (to prevent Domestic Violence).

Click here to sign up. Click here to view the flyer.

e Varsity Squash: This Thursday, 2/8 is the final home match for Varsity Girls at Intensity.
The girls take on Greenwich at home and will be celebrating senior night. Please come out
and support the girls at 8:15pm!

e Staples Rugby: Join the Staples Rugby program for its Spring 2024 Season. Registration is
OPEN NOW for Boys and Girls Rugby. Register here.

e Staples Rugby hosts the 4th Annual College Showcase & Combine on 2/10. Over 40
colleges will attend to watch over 130 student players from Staples, the tri-state area and
beyond. This is an opportunity for players to demonstrate their skills to college coaches and
learn more about schools and rugby programs. Colleges attending include: Brown,
Dartmouth, Penn State, Yale, Harvard and more! Click here for more information and to sign
up.

e Staples Varsity Sailing: Attention sailors! If your student is interested in trying out for the
team, please save the date for the mandatory parent/ sailor meeting on Thursday, 2/29 at
SHS (room 186). (*This is a racing team, and proficiency on the water is required to try out.)
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*For up-to-the-minute SHS sports info, follow @stapleswreckers_ad on instagram.

**Are you a booster club manager who would like to advertise your team’s upcoming
events? Please submit your write up to shs_pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please
send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with any pertinent links.
Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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