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Strategies/Tips

For
Assisting ELL Students
1. Use shorter, simpler phrases and sentences
2. Use a simpler vocabulary
3. Clearly pronounce your words
4. Speak at a slower pace
5. Use a variety of pitch and intonation when you speak

6. Use visuals, real objects, pictures, drawings, and gestures or othei physical body
movements to provide clues to what you mean and are trying to communicate to the
student.

7. Assign a buddy to help the student. Don’t allow the student to sit alone or become
isolated.

8. Ask district ESL staff about the background and culture of particular students and
their proficiency level.

o. Be sensitive to the students culture. Find out as much as you can. Always ask “Is
this a cultural behavior” when trying to interpret student behavior.

10. Actively engage the student. Talk to him or her, ericourage him or her to

communicate with you. Use appropriate strategies for the student’s language proficiency
" level

11. Avoid using idioms and slang.
12. Repeat and rephrase what you are trying to communicate and use body language.

13. Model everything. If you want the student to stand in line behind another student,
model that for him or her.

14. Make use of all senses. Allow students the opportunity to touch things, listen to
sounds, smell, and taste when possible. Talk about the words that describe these senses as
the students experience them.

15, Ifyouask a question, give the student a longer time to respond (mcreasé wait time).
An ELL may know the answer but may need extra processing time to say it in English.



16. Encourage students to speak but don’t force them, especially non-speakers or
beginners who begin their language acquisition by listening. If they are not ready or able to
speak, allow them to show their comprehension through non-verbal means (body actions,
pointing, nodding, drawing pictures, manipulating objects, etc.)

17.  Be patient and offer encouragement. Resist the urge to over correct. This may
mnhibit students. Instead, when mistakes are made, model the proper responses.

18.  Don’t forget to learn the student’s name and to call him or her by it. Don’t forget to
mntroduce yourself to the student and help them to learn your name.

19.  ELLs, especially non-speakers and beginners, will often feel frightened. Be kind and
patient. Try to keep the student calm and get assistance from ESL staff, if necessary.

20.  Remember students’ parents may not speak English well. You can use the same
strategies to work with parents of ELLs.



