Catasauqua Area School District

Planned Course of Study

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen

Grade Level(s): 10-12

Course Description

This elective course focuses on local, state, and global current event topics and issues. The
course will explore media bias, the use of newspapers, magazines, cartoons, and online media,

and the impact of current events on individuals, communities, nations, and geographic
demographics. Topics will be both teacher and student driven.

Essential Questions & Competencies

- How do you discern media bias?

- Why is identifying biases important?

- How do you differentiate points of view?

- What are ethics?

- What is editorializing?

- Where are the major countries of the world?

- What major current event issues are occurring locally, nationally, and globally?

- What different categories do current events fall under? Social, Political, -
Environmental/Geographical, and Political.

- What current events impact The Lehigh Valley, Catasauqua, and Pennsylvania the most?
- How important is it to gain an understanding of world interactions and diplomacy?

- What issues are most important to Catasauqua High School students and staff and Catasauqua
residents?

- Where does the United States fit when understanding global current events?




Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen

Grade Level: 10-12
Course Syllabus
Course Content Tentative | Assessment State
Timeframe | Anchors Standards
2 Weeks | RH.9-10.1 51.12.AB,CF
Unit 1: Media Bias, Ethics, and Points of View RH 9-10.3 52.12.A-D
e Whatis media bias? RH 9-10.4 5312B,D,F,G,
e Fact versus opinion g g'igg ?’: o
bt RH 9-10.9 53.CD,GH
e What is editorializing? CC8511- 530D
° How do you differentiate points of view from 12C,D,F,G, |53WJ
bias? H&]J 54B-E
CC.8.6.11-
12.A-1
2 Week RH.9-10.1 5.1.12.AB,C,F
Unit 2: World and United States Geography and RH 9-10.3 52.12.AD
Demographics RH 9-10.4 5312B,D,F,G,
¢ Basic United States Geography (states, regions, RH 9-10.5 H.J
bodies of water) RH 9-10.7 54.12.AE
e Basic World Geography (states, regions, bodies of it o0 DG 5
* ? CC.8.5.11- 53UD
water) _ 12C,D,F,G, |53.W.J
e Use and evaluate geographic research sources H &) 54B-F
(maps, satellite images, globes, charts, and graphs) CC.8.6.11-
12.A-1
2 Weeks RH.9-10.1 5.1.12.AB,CF
Unit 3: Current Event Categories, Topics, and Resources RH 9-10.3 5.2.12.A-D
e What types of Current Event issues are there? How RH 9-10.4 53.12.B,.D,F.G,
are they categorized? Social, Political, Economic, RH 9-10.5 HJ
Geographic/Environmental. RH 9-10.7 54.12.AE
e What resources are there for studying current R 520G
CC.8.5.11- 53.UD
events? _ 12C,D,F,G, |53.WJ
e How do we gain access to these resources? H, &]J 54B-E
e Access, Evaluate and Analyze resources including CC.86.11-
but not limited to: newspapers, magazines, 12.A1
cartoons, podcasts, and blogs.
2 Week | RH.9-10.1 51.12.A,B,CF
Unit 4: Political Issues RH 9-10.3 5.2.12.A-D
e What political issues affect us personally? RH 9-10.4 53.12B,D/)F.G,
e What political issues affect us locally? g g'}gg IS;IZT B E
® What political issues affect us nationally? ——— 53.0D.GH

What political issues affect us globally?
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e How important is it to understand world politics ' CC.8511-  [53.UD
and diplomacy? ! 12.C,D,F, G, ; 53W]
| H &I | 5.4B-E
i CC.8.6.11- ;
| 12.A-1 |
' 2Weeks |RH.9-10.1 | 5.1.12AB,C.F
Unit 5: Social Issues | RH9-10.3 5.2.12.A-D
e What social issues affect us personally? RI9-104 5.3.12B,D)F,G,
e What social issues affect us locally? RH 9-10.5 Al
e What social issues affect us nationally? EQQ '1100'97 ggg;‘('fH
e What social issues affect us globally? pavi 8- 511 30D
e How important is it to understand global societal 1.CD.F.G | 53WJ
and cultural issues? o &3 |saBsE
CC.86.11-
12.A-1
2 Weeks | RH.9-10.1 51.12.ABCF
Unit 6: Economic Issues RH9-10.3 5.2.12.A-D
® What economic issues affect us personally? RH 9-104 5.3.12B,D.F.G,
® What economic issues affect us locally? RH9-10.5 HJ
¢ What economic issues affect us nationally? % 99'1100'97 §§é2§§n
e What economic issues affect us globally? cC 8_ 511 53UD
e How important is it to understand global 12.&3,'1)., F, G, 53.W.J
economics and trade policies? H &) 5 4B-E
CC8.6.11-
12.A-1
Unit 7: Domestic and Global Conflict 2 Weeks RH.9-10.1 5.1.12.AB,CF
e What is conflict? RH 9-10.3 52,12, A-D
e What are the causes, consequences, and resolutions RH 9-10.4 5.3.12.B,D,F,G,
to domestic conflicts? RH9-10.5 HJ
¢ What are the causes, consequences, and resolutions RH 9-10.7 >-412.A°E
to global conflict? g S CDGH
¢ How do geography, politics, economics, and 12.(.3,.I5, F, G, 5:3:W:.J
culture influence conflict? H &) 5.4 B-E
e What are examples of current domestic conflicts? CC.8.6.11-
¢ What are examples of current global conflicts? 12.A-1
Teaching Strategies Utilized
Modeling Independent and Group Research
Direct Instruction Problem Based Learning
Student-Centered Instruction: Flipped Classroom Group and Individual Presentations
Differentiated Instruction Primary & Secondary Source Analysis
Instructional Technology Political Cartoon Analysis
Cooperative Learning Discussion Board
Authentic, Diagnostic, Formative, and Summative “E-Pals” through Skype, Google Classroom, and E-
Assessment Pals Network
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen

Grade Level: 10-12
Objectives Level of Suggested Forms of | Assess. | PA
Ach. Learning Assessment { Anchor | Stand.
Activities '
Unit 1: Media Bias, Ethics, and Points | Mastery *Teacher Designed *Multiple RH.9- 5.1.12.
of View for all Exercises and Activities | Choice and Short | 10 1 A.B.C
. . objectives | * Homework Answer Quizzes ; “pN
The student will be able to: *Class Discussion *Tests ]i{é-139- 15-7 21
e  Explain the concept of media bias and *Small & Large Group | *Blog and/or ; T
provide examples Work Threaded RH 9- AD
) *Differentiating Discussion 10.4 5.3.12.
; - . Viewpoints Activity Board L
e Explain the concept of ethics as it : ] . RH9 B,D,F,
. . ‘Understanding Media | Comments
PEFEE 1'ifie TOAiE, Bias Reading & * Analysis 11?3%59 g}fsz
S .. Activit; Worksheets 3 QOS2
fact Y
e Distinguish between fact and opinion *Conflicting points of | *Student and 10.7 A-E
e Differentiate points of view from bias — pr‘esentatlon:_ Group . RHO- 5.3.C.
domestic and foreign Presentations 10.9 D.GH
. > 2
® Critically evaluate a media source g;‘;ﬁg .Newspaper CC.8.5.1 | 5.3.U.
Exploration & 1-12.C, D
Evaluation D,F, G, |53W,
*State Run Media H, &]J J
Project and Essay: CC.8.6.1 | 5.4.B-
Identify common theme 1-12.A-I | B

of state run media and
evaluate for bias and
point of view.

Resources/Materials

Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals, Collegiate Textbooks, and Media Resources

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

Interdisciplinary Relationships

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly Journal Analysis

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen
Grade Level: 10-12

.o« Objectives | . o .- . Loevelof | .. Suggested -. | -Formsof | Assess. | . PA .
e PP ™ s Do) ol By § R Ach "7 .. Learning - ' Assessment Anchor | Stand.
) -‘- - ;\.-“.“_.-- o -_; Wy B T | il Activities o G MR a1 BT .
Unit 2: World and United States Mastel‘y *Teacher ?eSigflffd_ Zl;l/lultlpled 3 RH.9- 5.1.12.
Geography and Demographics of ‘all . Exercises and Activities 0ICC AT _S ort | 10.1 ABC,
The student will be able to: objectives :(I:-{ome“.fork _ f.uswer Quizzes RH 9- F
ass Discussion Tests 103 5912
e Identify states, regions, and bodies of :3(;‘;;11 & Large Group ;i:f d?iidfor RH 9 A D )
- - ' . =
WALET g 4 THNp ol tiie United Stites *Group State Activity: _ Discussion 10.4 5.3.12.
o Identify countries, regions, and bodies ffﬁ?fod;ﬁ?ﬁi?& . RH9- |BDJF,
f wate; . ’
of water on a world map state’s place in the *Analysis 10.5 G.H,J
e Explain how geography and nation as it relates to Worksheets RH 9- 5.4:12.
demographic tools can be used to population, economy, *Student and 10,7 A-E
evaluate and understand current heal_th, education, and Group ] RH9- 5.3.C.
events. environment. Presentations 10.9 D,GH
*Compare/Contrast CC.85.1153.U
® Apply demographic tools to gather, Infographic for “Glo‘,tzal 1-12 C. D o
evaluate, and use information Have and Have No P
*Current Cultural Event D,F,G, | 53.W.
e Explain the connection between Group Presentation: H, &J J
demographic/geographic data and (?hooge a current global CC.8.6.1 | 5.4.B-
current global conditions s1tu'c.1t10n whose roots 1-12.A-I | E
are in geography,
culture, traditions,
beliefs, or ethnic make-
up and present the
situation, the roots, and
possible solutions.
*Weekly Current Event
Discussion and
“Bulletin Board”
--------- - Resources/Materials -

Selected Readlng from Scholarly 7 ournals and Media Resources
Worksheets and Graphic Organizers
U.S. & Global Map Resources

Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

. Interdisciplinary Relationships -

Readmg, ertmg, Speaklng, and Llstemng Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly Journal Analys1s

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy

Geography and Demographic Tools/Skills: Maps, Graphs, Globes, Charts, Satellite Images
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen

Grade Level: 10-12
Objectives Level of Suggested Forms of Assess. PA
Ach. Learning Assessment | Anchor | Stand.
—_— Activities '
Unit 3: Current Event Categories, Mastery | *Teacher Designed *Multiple RH.9- 5.1.12.
Topics, and Resources: of all Exercises and Activities | Choice and Short | 109 1 AB.C
The stm;'en ¢ will be able to: Objectives | * Homework Answer Quizzes | prr g F P
: *Class Discussion *Tesis 10.3 5212
o Identify, explain, and give examples of :;szu & Large Group ;ﬂosdtr;d/or RH 0. A—D '
the different types of current event *Tor hing and Di cade
topics including: social, political, eacung an 18cussion 10.4 5.3.12.
economic, and %veall-(n}Fg with the New goard « RH 9- B,D,F,
; . ork Times ommerny
SeegEphIRen i *CNN Student News * Analysis 11{(;_'15 9 g’;ll";
e Explain and list the different resources :SmdﬁDmg News lhéorl;sheztls]d 10.7 A-E )
available for exploring current event L: cactung aﬁl i Grtu - !
topics including: newspapers, arE;ng i oup RHO9- 5.3.C.
magazines, cartoons, podcasts, blogs, lvai ;1gt<‘m Post Presentations 10.9 D,GH
news shows, and social media. Scholastic Current CC.8.5.1 | 5.3.1.
Events Magazine 1-12.C D
. *Wall Street Journal -la,
A thy t
. re:giii s 'e various current event World D,F,G, | 53.W.
BBC World News H,&]J ]
® Access, Evaluate and Analyze :;1;36 M(;]rln;ng Call CC.8.6.1|54B-
resources including but not limited to: * Dka pa B 1-12.A-1 | E
newspapers, magazines, cartoons, D?;:Ess%nggm Bt
podcasts, and blogs. «Bulletin Board”

Resources/Materials

Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Media Resources
Worksheets and Graphic Organizers
Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

Interdisciplinary Relationships

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly J ournal Analysis

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen
Grade Level: 10-12

- Objectives .~ - - Level of - Suggested .. | Formsof . | Assess. | . PA
i Sk Ach “. . Learning - Assessment Anchor | Stand.
i Sl - L -,“.7‘ FESLE-UE - S Activities L0 i B <
Unit 4: Current Political Issues Mastery *Teacher Designed *Multlplc RH.9- 5.1.12.
of all Exercises and Activities | Choice and Short | 1.1 AB.C
, . objectives | * Homework Answer Quizzes ] .
The student will be able to: +Class Discussion Tests 1123-139-— 15-T 21
: ’ o) *Small & Large Group | *Blog and/or . sl o
o Identify and explain political issues
that affect them personally? Work T}_]reade_d Bkl 8- =)
*Student created Discussion 10.4 5.3.12.
e Identify and explain political issues ?cz"llstcl:(l:;)lollszﬁzs survey ggfnm?ents RH 9- B,D,F,
THtaitet v \oudllyt community *Analysis 112(1):15 9 ?’i{l";
e Identify and explain political issues *Curre_nt Rollifieal lﬁorksheets ) e
it atfet s nationally’ Issues in Student and 10.7 A-E
America(student Group RH9- 5.3.C.
e TIdentify and explain political issues dGHJSEBI: Qﬁiﬂil:f: and | Presentations 10.9 D,G.H
that affect 1y?
affesty glabally? *Interview & Graphic (13?28(;51 ;—_‘5)'3'U'
e Explain the need to understand world grganﬁer:ai i tervi D- F' C; 53W
o & enerational in EWS L G OV,
politics and diplomacy? on the role of H &) 1
government and politics CC.8.6.1 4.B-
in their life and the 1-12.A] ,SE '

positive and negative
experiences dealing
with bureaucracy.
*Stand & Deliver
political current event
presentation: personal,
local, national, and
global.

*Weekly Current Event
Discussion and
*“Bulletin Board”

Resources/M aterlals

Selected Readmg from Scholarly Journals and Media Resources

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

- Interdisclplinary Relationships

Readmg, ertmg, Speakmg, and Listening Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly J ournal Analyms

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen
Grade Level: 10-12

Objectives Level of Suggested Forms of Assess. PA -
Ach. Learning Assessment | Anchor | Stand.
Activities
Unit 5: Current Social Issues * Homework *Multiple RH.9- 5.1.12.
#Class Discussion Choice and Short | 19,1 AB.C
The student will be able to: oommall & Large Group | Answer Quizzes | RH9- | F
: 10.3 5.2.12.
e Identify and explain social issues that *Student created Social | *Blog and/or - e
affect them personally? Issues survey for school | Threaded 9- =
and community Discussion 10.4 5.3.12.
. . o *Current Social Issues | Board
e Identify and explain social issues that ) . RH 9- B,D,F,
affect us locally? m.Amenca(stL}dent €Comiments 10.5 GH,J
driven): Readings and | *Analysis RH 0 5 :4 1’ D)
. . P Guided Questions Worksheets = e 2 e
1 1
¢ ;%fe;:ﬁsaﬁiizﬁﬁg e *Current Social Issues | *Student and 10.7 A-E
Debate/Defense Group RHO9- 53.C.
o Identify and explain social issues that fSC tméy& Deli ial s -or I 10.9 D,G.H
affect us globally? i CC.8.5.1 | 5.3.U.
current event 1-12.C D
i . . ion: 1 )
® Explain the importance social and presentation: personal,
cultural information in order to lcicabl;lnatlonal, and D,F,G, |5.3.W.
understand current global events. gova_. H, &J J
*Weekly Current Event CC.8.6.1/|548B-
Discussion and N -
“BulletiIl Board” 1' 1 2.A'I E
Resources/Materials

Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Media Resources
Worksheets and Graphic Organizers
Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

Interdisciplinary Relationships

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly Journal Analysis

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen

Grade Level: 10-12

5 .-+, Objectives . .- Level of Suggested . Forms of - | Assess. | PA .
e L Tt ~Ach. - . Learning ..~ | Assessment Anchor Stand.
i bW o = = B T - Activities g, o B0
Unit 6: Current Economic Issues Mastery | * Homework *Multiple RH. 9- 5.1.12.
of all *Class Discussion Choice and Short 10.1 AB.C
. ) objectives | *Small & Large Group | Answer Quizzes : ==y
The student will be able to: Work *Tests 1113-139- g«‘ 31y
¢ Identify and explain economic issues *Student created *Blog and/or ; e
that affect them personally? Economic Issues survey | Threaded RH 9- A-D
for school and Driscussion 104 53.12.
: ) o i Board
e Identify and explain economic issues iommumty ) RH 9- B,D,F,
Current Economic Comments
that affect us locally?
aliseeus leadilys Issues in * Analysis 1122_‘159 ?fl";
. . P America(student Worksheets B L L.
Identi d
¢ th:':l age:fu:;{:tlizfa?fy%mmc — driven): Readingsand | *Student and 10.7 A-E
Suided Quest'ions . Group . RHO- 53.C.
e Identify and explain economic issues cit:‘mi f i)ihver social | Presentations 10.9 D,G.H
ffect us globally? S
that affect us globally? presentation: personal, IC(1328(§1 ]5)'3'U'
e  Explain the importance social and kimﬂ’ nztionzl, and D- F- G’ 53W
cultural information in order to E obal. ¥2 =Y =l
understand current global events. Wall Street Journal H&J |]
World Activities CCR6.1|54RB-
¢  Explain the importance of TR Wil Hiseof 1-12.A-1 | E
understanding economics and trade Elmulanog Aty
policies in the global market we live Weeld}' et i
% Discussion and
“Bulletin Board”
Resources/Materials -

Selected Readmg from Scholarly Journals and Media Resources

Worksheets and Graphic Organizers

Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic

_Creatlon Tools Glogster Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

- Interdisciplinary Relationships

Readmg, Wntlng, Speaklng, and Llstenmg Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly J ournal Analyms
21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy

DS
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Catasauqua Area School District

Course Title: Current Events for the Global Citizen
Grade Level: 10-12

Objectives Level of Suggested Forms of Assess. PA
Ach. Learning Assessment | Anchor | Stand.
Activities
Unit 7: Domestic and Global Conflict Mastery | * Homework *Multiple _ RH.9- |5.1.12.
The student will be able to: of all *Class Discussion Choice and Short | 10.1 AB.C
objectives | *Small & Large Group | Answer Quizzes T
e Explain the concept of conflict? Work *Tests RH 5- F
*Student created Global | *Blog and/or 10.3 5.2.12.
e Discuss the causes, consequences, and and Domestic Conflict Tl?readta_d RH 9- A-D
resolutions to domestic conflicts? Issues survey for school | Discussion 10.4 5.3.12.
and community Board RH 9- B.D/F,
# Discuss the causes, consequences, and *Guided reading.and Commer}ts 10.5 G.H.J
resolutions to global conflict? notes for domestic and | *Analysis R 9 5 ’4 1’2
global conflict history Worksheets 5 s
Y Explain and evahmte how geography’ a.nd cxamples. . *Student and 10.7 A'E
politics, economics, and culture *Student Solutions for | Group RH9- 5.3.C.
influence conflict? Global Conflicts Presentations 10.9 D.G.H
Presentation and ccsslls 33 I’J'
® Give examples of current domestic Evaluation 1-1 2 C D o
conflicts? *Weekly Current Event = ek
Discussion and D,F,G, |53.W.
e Give examples of current global “Bulletin Board” H,&J J
conflicts? *Collaborative Project CcC.86.1 | 5.4B-
through Skype or 1-12.A1 | E
e Analyze and evaluate solutions to Google Classrooms on )
specific domestic or global conflicts. global conflict and
resolution.
Resources/Materials

Selected Reading from Scholarly Journals and Media Resources
Worksheets and Graphic Organizers
Current Event Resources: Newspapers, Magazines, News Shows, Podcasts, Blogs, and Political Cartoons
Collaborative Resources: E-Pals, Google Classrooms, Skype
21st Century Tool Integration: Blogs, Threaded Discussion Boards, Graphic Organizer Websites, Infographic
Creation Tools, Glogster, Zooburst, Prezi, Canvas.

Interdisciplinary Relationships

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Activities: Blog/Discussion and Scholarly Journal Analysis

21st Century Skills: Information Literacy and Critical Thinking, ICT Literacy
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