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TO: Board of Directors 
Event Dates 
2/2/24 

RE: 
DATE: 

 
 
February: 

• 2/6/24…Board Workshop – 4 PM 

• 2/13/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 2/27/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
March:  

• 3/12/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 3/26/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
April: 

• April 1-5…SPRING BREAK 

• 4/9/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 4/23/24…Board Meeting-Board Room -- 6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 



Upcoming Events/Activities 
This list is suggestions of RSD and community events to attend as a Board Member. By no means is it a comprehensive list of all 
activities in the District. Future events will be added weekly. 

Thursday 8th: 
• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 
https://gofan.co/app/school/WA25367?fbclid=I
wAR0KvUGaFP_oswkWKB_2p5wlKYtJEQSwD8Ks
KDuRPqGuhphey2INI3KJZf0 

Friday 9th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 

 Richland High Auditorium 
https://gofan.co/app/school/WA25367?fbclid=I
wAR0KvUGaFP_oswkWKB_2p5wlKYtJEQSwD8Ks
KDuRPqGuhphey2INI3KJZf0 

Monday 12th: 
• Layers of Love (Blanket Making) 

5 PM 
Badger Mountain Elementary 

Thursday 15th: 
• Math Night 

5:30 – 6:30 PM 
Lewis & Clark Elementary 

Monday 19th: 
• NO SCHOOL – President’s Day 

Tuesday 20th: 
• Science Night 

5 PM 
Chief Jo Middle School 

Friday 2nd: 
• Family Bingo Night 

6 – 8 PM 
Jefferson Elementary 

• Sweeney Todd - The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 
https://gofan.co/app/school/WA25367?fbclid=I
wAR0KvUGaFP_oswkWKB_2p5wlKYtJEQSwD8Ks
KDuRPqGuhphey2INI3KJZf0 

• Hello, Dolly! 
7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Saturday 3rd: 
• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
2 PM AND 7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 
https://gofan.co/app/school/WA25367?fbclid=I
wAR0KvUGaFP_oswkWKB_2p5wlKYtJEQSwD8Ks
KDuRPqGuhphey2INI3KJZf0 

• Hello, Dolly! 
 7:30 PM 
 Hanford High School Auditorium 

https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Tuesday 6th: 
• School Board Workshop 

4 PM 
TLAC + Zoom 
https://rsd400.zoom.us/j/87559773515 

Wednesday 7th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

6 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 
 
 
 

February 

 

Hanford + Richland High School  
Athletics Calendars 

https://hanfordathletics.com/events 
https://bomberathletics.com/events 
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Inspired by ‘heroic’ Pasco driver, WA bill would
criminalize school bus trespassing

JENNIFER KING • JKING@TRICITYHERALD.COM
Pasco school bus driver Richard Lenhart’s widow, Nancy, is comforted during a 2021 hearing for Joshua Davis who is charged in the fatal stabbing.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

A bill making its way through the Washington Legislature would make it a criminal act to trespass on public
school buses.

The “Richard L. Lenhart Act” aims to increase the safety of students and bus drivers by making bus
trespassing a class C felony, punishable by up to five years in jail and up to a $10,000 fine.

It’s named for Dick Lenhart, 72, a Pasco bus driver brutally stabbed to death by a stranger in front of 35
students outside Longfellow Elementary School in September 2021.

If passed, Washington would be the ninth state in the U.S. to create a specific criminal punishment for such
actions.

The legislation — detailed in House Bill 2133 and Senate Bill 5891 — has garnered bipartisan sponsorship in
both chambers of the state Legislature.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2133&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5891&Chamber=Senate&Year=2023


COURTESY THE LENHART FAMILY
Richard Lenhart, 72, was a school bus driver for the Pasco School District for six years.

The deadly Pasco attack sent shock waves through the Tri-Cities community and sparked an outpouring of
support for the family of the beloved man who drove Route 4. His actions defending students from the
suspect have been characterized as heroic.

“This bill is too important not to be made into a law,” said Lenhart’s widow, Nancy, while fighting back tears
during her testimony this week in front of the House Community Safety, Justice and Reentry Committee.

The couple had been married for 40 years and the incident turned Nancy Lenhart into an activist for bus
driver safety.

“I have children, grandchildren and great grandchildren — I rode a school bus, they’ve all rode school buses.
And I have children in Kansas, Missouri, Texas, North Carolina, and they have all stopped riding their school
buses because those states don’t have trespassing laws, either,” she said, wearing a button with the face of her
late husband.

Roughly 8,000 school buses are on the road every day transporting students to and from school, according to
the state Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction. There is currently no criminal offense for school bus
trespassing in Washington state, although laws do exist to bar vehicle prowling and burglary.

The bill in its current form would not apply to law enforcement officers, people with permission to enter and
remain on a bus, or in emergency situations where entering the bus would prevent the injury or death of
students.

School districts would also be required to install placards on buses educating the public about trespass laws.
Districts and educational institutions would also be responsible with organizing awareness campaigns for
students, parents and the community about the importance of maintaining safety and security on public
school buses.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article260873642.html
https://tvw.org/video/house-community-safety-justice-reentry-2024011478/?eventID=2024011478


CAMERON PROBERT • TRI-CITY HERALD
Nancy Lenhart was greeted with a hug when she got off of a school bus with her family in front of Longfellow Elementary School
during a 2021 event honoring her late husband Richard “Dick” Lenhart.

Testimony in WA Legislature

State Rep. Mark Klicker, R-Walla Walla, sponsor of the House bill, called the legislation a “no brainer.”

Klicker mentioned a recent bill that passed the House that would create tougher penalties for making threats
or harassing election workers. Students and public school employees should get those same protections, he
says.

“Our school grounds are protected from trespassing and our buses should be too,” Klicker said in a Thursday
statement. “If we can create legislation to protect election workers, we should do the same for students, bus
drivers and all school employees. None of us ever wants to see another incident like the one that happened in
the Tri-Cities a few years ago, and that’s exactly what this bill aims to do.”

Pasco School District Superintendent Michelle Whitney said the Sept. 24 incident robbed young students of
their sense of security and left “emotional scars, forever altering the course of their childhood.”

Many of those students are still receiving counseling today, Lenhart said. Despite having those supports,
many students continue to struggle with a pervasive sense of insecurity and families have made sacrifices to
address the trauma.

“The impacts to the children and families of Longfellow Elementary have been profound,” Whitney told the
committee.

https://markklicker.houserepublicans.wa.gov/2024/01/25/rep-klickers-legislation-to-protect-students-and-drivers-on-school-buses-receives-a-public-hearing/
https://markklicker.houserepublicans.wa.gov/2024/01/25/rep-klickers-legislation-to-protect-students-and-drivers-on-school-buses-receives-a-public-hearing/


“Many students exhibit changes in their personalities, sometimes manifesting in physical symptoms like
headaches and stomach aches. Children who are naturally outgoing have been withdrawn and have exhibited
unexpected behaviors. Simple tasks like walking to the school bus became sources of fear. Throughout the
school year, routine activities like fire drills or visits from our local police departments have led to tearful or
fearful reactions,” she continued.

David Trieweiler, testifying on behalf of the Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and the
Washington Defender Association, opposed the bill, saying stricter penalties would not deter crimes
committed by mentally disturbed individuals and wouldn’t prevent further tragedies.

“People most likely to be charged with this offense are juveniles, and it’s precisely this group for whom we
should not be creating new felonies. Due to their immature brains and impulsive behavior, they’re not likely
to think about the increased criminal penalties or the lifelong collateral consequences of a felony conviction
that would result from this bill,” he said.

The bill currently awaits a vote from the Community Safety, Justice and Reentry Committee.

BOB BRAWDY •
Nancy Lenhart, the widow of bus driver Richard L. Lenhart, wears a button in honor of her husband at the the 2023 grand opening of
the Pasco School District’s new transportation center named in honor of the slain bus driver.

Sept. 2021 stabbing

Richard Lenhart was picking up students outside Longfellow Elementary to take them home when Joshua
Davis, 36, approached the bus.

Davis boarded the bus to ask if it was going to stop at a particular intersection.



When Lenhart said it wasn’t, Davis turned and started to leave. But security camera video shows Davis turn
back toward Lenhart, took out a knife from his pocket and stabbed him.

Davis jumped off the bus, threw the knife onto the ground and told school officials, “I’m the assailant.” He
didn’t flee, instead waiting for police to arrive.

None of the 35 children on board were threatened or injured.

JENNIFER KING • JKING@TRICITYHERALD.COM
Pasco school bus driver Richard Lenhart’s widow, Nancy, is comforted during a 2021 hearing for Joshua Davis who is charged in the
fatal stabbing.

It’s likely Davis had been suffering from schizophrenia for a few years by the time he killed Lenhart,
according to court documents.

Medical reports in the court case show Davis began receiving treatment for headaches in 2019. At one point,
he became convinced he was suffering from “Havana Syndrome,” and believed government agents were
trying to turn him into “a terror cell.”

Davis left a note for his roommate before leaving the day of the stabbing, which read, “If you’re reading this,
then I’ve murdered children.”

A trial date has not been set yet for Davis. A review hearing is set for Feb. 27. Findings from two
psychologists contradict if Davis was sane at the time and can be tried for premeditated murder.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/crime/article283254453.html


$27M in Mid-Columbia school, fire funding on line in Feb.
election

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Kennewick, WA
Voters in rural Benton and Franklin counties will weigh in on $27 million in money for school and fire
districts in the Feb. 13 special election.

Ballots are being mailed this week to more than 10,000 in Prosser, Paterson and several north Franklin
County communities.

Voters will have until 8 p.m. on election day to return the ballots to a county certified drop box.

Ballots can also be returned by mail, but they must be postmarked by Feb. 13 to be counted. No postage is
required to return ballots through the U.S. Postal Service.

Feb. 5 is the last day for voters to register or change their information online. After that, those changes can be
made in person at your county auditor’s office up until 8 p.m. Feb. 13.

Washington state’s presidential primary is March 12. Those ballots are to be mailed starting Feb. 23.

2 PROSSER SCHOOL LEVIES

Voters in Prosser School District will see two propositions on the February ballot.

The first one is an $18 million, four-year replacement levy to support school operations and educational
programs not funded by the state.

This operations levy is not a new tax. It replaces an existing levy expiring this year at a lower rate.

mailto:erosane@tricityherald.com
https://www.bentoncountywa.gov/pview.aspx?id=55304&catid=0
https://www.franklincountywa.gov/338/Current-Election
https://vote.wa.gov/
https://www.prosserschools.org/


Plus, the state will provide Prosser an extra $1.4 million annually for having an active levy.

These existing dollars fund technology equipment, athletic programs, instructional materials, special
education instruction, music and theater departments, teachers and support staff. The levy also keeps nurses
and security officers in every school building.

In total, Prosser’s levy covers 10% of the district’s general fund budget.

If passed, Prosser’s operations levy would tax $2 on every $1,000 of assessed property value in the school
district. Owners with a home valued at $350,000 would pay about $700 a year.

If it fails to pass, the district, which serves 2,500 students, will be faced with cutting staff and programs.

Prosser’s other tax proposition is a four-year, $3 million capital levy that would fund security and
infrastructure improvements at one of the district’s oldest buildings, Housel Middle School.

The district’s proposed capital levy will pay for safety, security and infrastructure improvements for 35 cents
on every $1,000 of assessed property value. That’s about $123 annually for a home valued at $350,000.

Improvements would include new secure school entrances, security cameras, entry and access controls, door
locks, plumbing, electrical and HVAC system work.



It will also pay for new tennis-pickleball courts, restroom and concession improvements at Art Fiker Memorial
Stadium, ADA ramps and parking facilities.

KAHLOTUS FIRE STATION

Franklin County Fire District 2 is asking voters to finance the replacement of its fire station in Kahlotus with a
pre-fabricated metal building at 115 N. Violet Ave.

It would house six fire trucks and meet the district’s current and future response needs.

The district would issue $525,000 worth of bonds that would be repaid by the taxpayers over 15 years. It’s
not clear what the tax rate per $1,000 will be until after the bond is passed.

The size and age of the current fire facilities at 300 E. Weston Street is inadequate for the district’s needs, say
officials.

District 2 serves 275 square miles on the west bank of the lower Snake River. The force is entirely volunteer,
and operations and gas are paid for with a small voter-approved tax.

Bond measures require a 60% super majority and election turnout must be at least 40% of the last general
election to pass.

NORTH FRANKLIN SCHOOL LEVY

North Franklin School District is asking voters to pass a two-year, $5 million replacement levy to continue
supporting educational programs and operation expenses.

https://www.franklincountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2995/FC-Fire-Protection-District-2--Proposition-No-1-?bidId=
https://www.nfsd.org/


The levy is not a new tax. If passed, it would collect an estimated $1.57 for every $1,000 of assessed value in
2025 and 2026. The cost is estimated to be about $550 for a home valued at $350,000.

About 10% of the school district’s total general fund revenue comes from the levy. About one-third of the
total collection pays for the district’s athletics and extracurricular programs, such as drama productions and
sports teams.

The levy also supports music and band programs, professional development and training, and technology, and
employs librarians, art teachers and counseling and intervention specialists.

KAHLOTUS SCHOOL LEVY

Kahlotus School District, which serves less than 100 K-12 students, will ask voters to pass a two-year
operations levy to replace one that’s expiring at the end of the year.

If passed, the measure would raise $280,000 for public education by taxing property owners $1.70 for every
$1,000 of assessed value in 2025 and then $1.65 on every $1,000 in 2026. That’s $595 the first year and
$577 the second year for a home valued at $350,000.

This levy supports the cost of the community pool, transportation and school support staff and other district
needs not funded by the state, according to the school district.

PATERSON BOND FOR PROSSER HIGH

https://www.kahlotussd.org/
https://www.kahlotussd.org/levy


Paterson School District is asking voters to pass a seven-year, $525,000 bond measure to pay for its portion
of construction of the new Prosser High School and athletic facilities.

The new high school, located outside district boundaries at 1500 Paterson Road in Prosser, opened two years
ago and serves Paterson high school students.

The cost to taxpayers would be about 13 cents on every $1,000 of assessed valuation in the district. On a
home valued at $350,000, the cost would be $45.50 a year, or $3.80 a month.

https://www.patersonschool.org/


A glimpse into the future of K-12 education
BY JONATHAN BUTCHER

THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION

When public schools closed their doors during the COVID-19 pandemic, Dominique Burgess saw an
opportunity. With the support of a small group of families, Burgess created an online “microschool” for
students ready to continue learning online.

Parents liked her “open for business” sign so much that Burgess now has online and in-person schools
enrolling students from 18 states, with plans to open five more locations in the next five years. This National
School Choice Week, Burgess’s microschool is an example of the new, customized learning options growing
nationwide and currently serving some 2 million students.

Burgess is the entrepreneur behind Burbrella Learning Academy Inc., which offers a “personalized, non-
traditional educational experience” online for students in grades K-12 and students in K-5 at their in-person
location in Burlington, North Carolina.

“We started an online microschool during the pandemic to support homeschooling families, as well as families
who had children at home due to COVID and didn’t know what to do,” Burgess said in an interview. “We
specifically looked to be a collaborative partner with families,” she explained, adding that she asked families,
“What do you need? How can we support?”

Burgess started out with seven families, but within three months of opening, she had students from 35
families enrolled.

Microschools are, as the name suggests, small, generally private, schools that can offer individualized services
due to their size.

Burgess says that some of her students come to Burbrella able to read and complete math assignments at
grade level, while others do not, and her school is able to help all of them due to the smaller classroom
settings.

Burgess explains that some of her students attend her location in Burlington five days per week, while others
attend two days per week and spend the rest of the week in homeschool settings. According to the National



Microschooling Center, a microschool advocacy and research organization based in Nevada, more than half of
microschools offer full-day learning services, while one in five microschools have hybrid programs.

Precise estimates of how many students attend microschools nationwide are hard to come by, but at the
pandemic’s height, a survey conducted by researchers at Harvard and Stanford found that some 3 million
students were being educated full- or part-time in a small setting such as a learning pod or microschool.
Today, based on other polling data and enrollment trends, between 1 and 2 million students are in
microschools full-time – a remarkable number considering the concept was nearly unheard of just three years
ago.

In addition to being smaller than traditional schools, microschools also make use of nontraditional spaces in
which to operate - like an old Foot Locker shoe store in a local mall. Burgess says her North Carolina location
has converted the store into a small classroom and uses meeting space in former retail locations next door for
activities.

Best-Sellers
Temu

According to the Microschooling Center, 39% of microschools refurbish commercial business space in which
to operate and another 25% use space in churches.

After Burbrella’s first year, Burgess says she realized her school was targeting families “who wanted school
choice” and “had an understanding of what their children needed…and wanted more.” And families want
more of what Burgess is creating.
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Senate Bill 5462 would mandate school districts in Washington adopt curricula that includes “diverse, equitable, inclusive, age-appropriate instructional
materials” on historically marginalized and underrepresented groups. (Dreamstime/TNS)
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Public schools in Washington may soon be required to teach students about the contributions and history of
LGBTQ+ people under a bill approved by the state Senate last week.

Senate Bill 5462 would mandate school districts in Washington adopt curricula that includes "diverse,
equitable, inclusive, age-appropriate instructional materials" on historically marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

That includes people of color, people with disabilities, people who are neurodiverse, and those from various
religious backgrounds.

The bill specifically requires the state Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, in consultation with the
Washington State LGBTQ Commission, to update state learning standards at all grade levels to include "the
histories, contributions, and perspectives of LGBTQ people" by Dec. 1, 2024.
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The legislation passed the state Senate by a 29-19 vote, largely on party lines. It is now being considered in
the House.

State learning standards currently call for students to study the historical perspectives of some marginalized
groups, such as tribal communities devastated by European colonization or enslaved and free people of color
who resisted oppression in the 13 colonies.

But notable LGBTQ+ figures in U.S. history and events important in the LGBTQ+ community are not always
taught to Washington students, said Sen. Marko Liias, D-Edmonds, the bill's main sponsor.

"At a basic level, when you see yourself in what you're learning, you're more engaged and invested in the
learning process," Liias said, who is also a member of the Washington State Legislature LGBTQ Caucus. "We
want all of our kids to see themselves in the work they're doing."

Opponents of the bill argued it erodes the power of local school districts and infringes on the rights of
parents. Senate Republicans also argued mandating new material on marginalized communities detracts from
academic instruction on core subjects like English and math.

"It just seems like the trend is to take more and more discretion away from the local communities and force
feed stuff from the Legislature onto all 295 school districts," said Sen. Brad Hawkins, R-East Wenatchee,
during the Senate floor debate last week.

For some school districts, falling in line with the bill, should it pass, may not be difficult.

Inclusive education advocates noted many schools across the state have already updated lesson plans to
include more diverse perspectives, and in some cases, created whole new courses focused on
underrepresented communities. At Seattle Public Schools, for example, students can enroll in courses on Black
history, Native American literature and Filipino American history.

Devin Israel Cabanilla, a steering committee member of Make Us Visible Washington, a group aimed at
increasing the inclusion of Asian American history in K-12 classrooms, said teaching history in a more
inclusive way not only provides students with a more well-rounded education, but also helps youth navigate a
diverse society.
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"Any inclusive or intersectional expansion (of curricula) helps kids understand each other and their world
better, and is a long-term way of preventing bullying, hate and violence," Cabanilla said.

Research has found classes that reflect the diverse identities of its students can provide a host of benefits.

Ethnic studies classes have been shown to increase attendance and GPAs, and improve graduation and college
attendance rates. In schools where students learned about representations of LGBTQ+ people, history and
events, LGBTQ+ students were less likely to hear homophobic or transphobic remarks, less likely to miss
school because they felt unsafe and had better mental health and academic performance, according to a 2021
national survey from GLSEN, an LGBTQ+ education advocacy group.

If SB 5462 becomes law, the Washington State School Directors' Association, with assistance from the state,
must create a model policy and procedure on how to design courses and select instructional materials by June
2025. Then, by October of that year, schools will have to update their policies to incorporate the new
curricula.

To help school districts comply, the bill would require each of the state's nine educational service districts -
regional bodies that link local school districts to state and national resources - designate an inclusive curricula
coordinator to help schools check for bias in materials, and ensure that themes of inclusion and diversity are
blended throughout the curricula as opposed to being taught as standalone topics.
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Sticker shock likely
to hit taxpayers
in Kennewick
district, but schools
still facing cuts
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As the district gears up to draft next year’s spending plan, leaders will need to figure out how to cover more programs and staff with even less money than
anticipated.
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After not paying school taxes for a year, Kennewick property owners could suffer a bit of sticker shock when
opening their 2024 tax bill.

No taxes were collected last year to support the largest Tri-Cities school district after the district’s operating
levy failed twice to pass the year before.

Then, last February, voters approved a new operating levy starting this year.
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The good news is soaring property values mean taxpayers won’t have to pay as high a rate as initially thought
— roughly 22 cents less on every $1,000 of assessed value.

But as the Kennewick area grew wealthier, the Kennewick School District now expects to lose some of its
matching money from Washington state, starting with $2.5 million in the 2024-25 school year.

The reduction adds another level of complexity to the school district’s budgeting woes, which started with
enrollment decreases during the COVID pandemic and were exacerbated greatly after voters initially rejected
the levy proposals.

The district already expected to operate on an annual budget deficit of $5 million to $10 million the next few
years.

Now, as the district gears up to draft next year’s spending plan, leaders will need to figure out how to cover
more programs and staff with even less money than it anticipated.

The district already predicted it would need to lay off some of the classroom staff who helped keep class sizes
small because COVID relief money is expiring. But the impact of the reduced state match on Kennewick
classrooms and programs is not immediately clear.
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Students and family members take part in a special sneak peek event of the new 30-classroom Ridge View Elementary School in
Kennewick.

The state’s levy equalization program, known formally as “Local Effort Assistance” or LEA, was created in
1987 to mitigate the educational disparity between property-poor school districts and high-value school
districts with a state contribution.

In 2021, 166 of Washington’s 295 school districts were eligible for equalization money totaling $305 million.

“People have to anticipate that the burden is going to fall more on the local community, but there’s (also)
more value in the community,” Superintendent Traci Pierce said. “We’re not going to be like Bellevue. But in
those higher valuation districts on the west side, there is no LEA.”

The district has begun budgeting for the next school year, and school funding tweaks from the Washington
Legislature this year could soften the blow.

Kennewick operations levy

Voters agreed in February 2023 to a smaller three-year levy to support basic education programs and school
employees the state doesn’t fully pay for.

It also funds extracurricular programs like sports, as well as Kennewick’s new elementary school safety officer
positions.

Instead of paying the $1.73 on every $1,000 of assessed property value, as was advertised during the
election, property owners will pay a rate closer to $1.51 on every $1,000 this year.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article278777334.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article278777334.html


The total annual cost for a home valued at $300,000 at that new rate would be $453. The savings between
the two rates is about $66 on that home.
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School Safety Officer Scott Child stands in the Amistad Elementary School parking lot on the first day of classes of the 2023-24
school year at the Kennewick school .

Kennewick will still get the full $72 million it requested from district taxpayers over the next three years.
School districts do not receive more money when assessed values rise because the district can only levy the
amount that voters approved.

Free Shipping on Any Ma�ress

Denver Ma�ress

Kennewick 10AM–8PM

The district will run into trouble in 2025 and 2026, when its new levy rate falls to $1.42 and $1.33 per
$1,000, respectively.
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The state’s equalization formula helps any school district that does not generate a levy of at least $1,990 per
student when the rate is $1.50. Because the new rates will fall below that threshold, Kennewick will end up
losing part of its state match.

“I don’t think it was predictable,” Pierce said. “It was not in line with our predictions, based on all the good
data we had... Our projections aren’t just based on nothing, they’re based on data and past trends and
history.”

The district projected property valuations would rise $1.2 billion last year.

But that didn’t happen.

Instead, new values were more than double projections — about $2.8 billion — and now the district’s
valuation is set at $16.7 billion.

Most of the rise in Kennewick’s value came from Benton County’s reassessment last year, which had
homeowners worried about higher tax bills. New construction in the district only accounted for an additional
$235 million in value.

BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
A neighborhood filled with built homes stretches towards the boundary with Interstate 82 off the Bob Olson Parkway in south
Kennewick .

If projections had showed a higher increase in property values, the district would have asked for more money,
which in turn would have driven the rate above $1.50 and allowed the district to receive its full allowable
match.

“That’s the premise of the formula,” said Vic Roberts, Kennewick’s executive director of business operations.
“Our levy used to be above $1.50, but now we’re at the point where the assessed values went up so high that

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article279476359.html


we need to levy more money. Instead of levying $24.5 million, just to make up the lost $2.5 million of LEA,
we should have probably levied $2 million more to not lose ground.”

But Kennewick won’t be able to readjust its levy rate until its current levy expires at the end of 2026.

BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
As the district gears up to draft next year’s spending plan, leaders will need to figure out how to cover more programs and staff with
even less money than it anticipated.

End of COVID relief

The school district was desperately seeking to pass a levy last year to avoid cuts to programs and staff.

A double levy failure in 2022 left Kennewick with no levy — and no state match — to collect in 2023, so staff
plugged a $34 million hole with COVID relief money, budget cuts and reserves.

Kennewick School District currently operates with a $300 million budget that pays for general education and
dozens of other learning programs.

The difference in local funding between the first levy Kennewick proposed in 2022 and the one passed a year
later by voters was about $42 million less.

While the approved levy is a big relief to school district staff and teachers, the lost $2.5 million in
equalization next year and the deadline to spend the last of their pandemic-era Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds will present a budgeting challenge.

“We’re sort of overstaffed in areas because we’ve been using ESSER funds to keep some class sizes lower to
help with learning loss, which is one of the allowable (expenditures) of ESSER,” Pierce said.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article264969294.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article264969294.html


Kennewick still has nearly $14 million in ESSER 3 funds it needs to allocate before its Sept. 30 deadline,
according to Edunomics Lab.

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/edunomicslab/viz/WAESSERIIIAllocationFundsSpent/Dashboard1


https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/education/walla-walla-public-schools-asking-voters-to-approve-
two-levies-in-february/article_e60e492c-bfa4-11ee-830c-174461c04a00.html

Walla Walla Public Schools asking voters to approve two levies in
February
Alyssa Warner
Jan 30, 2024

WALLA WALLA, Wash. - Walla Walla Public Schools (WWPS) is asking voters to approve two levies on
the February ballot. 

Showing
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The �rst is one that has been around for decades, and has to be re-approved every four years.
WWPS Director of Communications & Community Relations, Mark Higgins says the Educational
Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy, also known as a "Learning Levy" provides about 15% of the
district's budget, covering things that the state doesn't pay for.  

"When you talk about math, reading, writing - that's something that's covered by the state," Higgins
says. "But if you want programs like our award-winning drama programs or music programs; you'd
like to have extra counselors in your school; you'd like to have library media specialists or PE
teachers at the elementary level, or athletics - all of those are funded by the local levy."

The second proposal, Higgins says, is something new for Walla Walla. The 'Outdoor Capital Levy'
would impose an extra $0.38 per $1,000 of assessed property value for the next six years, to pay for
signi�cant changes to athletic �elds, tracks, and tennis courts at Walla Walla's public schools.

"Something really critical is we're looking to put lights on our baseball and softball �elds," Higgins
explains. "We have a beautiful complex for these sports, but we don't have lights, and so that
means kids have to get out of school too early. They miss too much school, and it makes it very
dif�cult for their parents to come and support their activities because they have to get off work
early."

The capital levy would also help pay to replace aging tracks and tennis courts at Pioneer Middle
School, Garrison Middle School, and Walla Walla High School. Approving the levy would also give
WWPS the green light to build an entire new sports complex at the high school - something that
Higgins says would have a variety of bene�ts.

"We currently have our football program over at Borleske Stadium," Higgins says. "We pay about
$100,000 a year for four home football games and a couple of others - freshman football games,
and powderpuff, and that type of thing. We'd like to have that on our own campus."

Right now, Walla Walla student athletes are playing on grass �elds - something that Higgins says
poses potential safety risks.

"They become slick; they're very muddy, and they just don't hold up to the wear and tear of a high
school program," Higgins says. The capital levy would help fund the switch to "turf" �elds, that are a
lot sturdier. The change would also put Walla Walla on par with other schools in the Mid-Columbia
Conference, giving them the opportunity to host playoff games in the future.



"We would have the bene�t of having that be a part of our community, for part of our tourism base,
and part of just the whole atmosphere that makes Walla Walla such a near place to come and visit,"
Higgins says. 

Election Day is coming up February 13th, but you can �ll out your ballot, sign it, and drop it in the
mail or return it to a ballot drop box any time before that.

You can �nd more information about both levy proposals here.

Higgins says if voters approve the capital levy, WWPS is ready to take action fast. 

"We're going to be very ambitious and aggressive with our schedule. We want today's kids that are
in our schools to be able to use these," Higgins says, adding that the district is hoping to have
improvements �nished by 2027 if the capital levy is approved.

 COPYRIGHT 2024 BY APPLE VALLEY NEWS NOW. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. THIS MATERIAL MAY NOT BE
PUBLISHED, BROADCAST, REWRITTEN OR REDISTRIBUTED.
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Your IQ Is 140 If You Can Pass This
Science Quiz 
By Explored Planet

It may have been a while since you were in school,
but if science was your thing back in the day, these
questions...
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Bestselling author
from Walla Walla to
bring ‘Bonkers’ book
to Tri-Cities schools

COURTESY OF PATRICK CARMAN
Patrick Carman, a New York Times bestselling children’s author known for his “Land of Elyon” series, will visit 13 Tri-City elementary schools.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

A bestselling children’s author is kicking off a national book tour March 11 at several schools around the Tri-
Cities.

Patrick Carman has been writing novels for more than two decades now, amassing the attention and intrigue
of young readers around the world with more than 5 million books sold in 23 countries.

You may recognize the New York Times bestselling author and Scholastic Book Fair mainstay’s work if you
read his teen science fiction series “Pulse” or breakout fantasy novel “The Dark Hills Divide.”



Best Ma�ress Buy Under $800

Denver Ma�ress

Kennewick 10AM–8PM

But a new slate of colorful characters take a turn toward the silly and absurd in Carman’s new book series and
animated show — “Bonkers.”

“It’s fast-paced, super funny, weird,” the 57-year-old Walla Walla author told the Tri-City Herald. “It’s like
‘Goosebumps,’ only funnier.”

In the series’ first entry — “The Terror in Jenny’s Armpit,” set for release March 5 — 10-year-old Jenny Kim
and her two buddies get to the bottom of why a “mysterious thing” growing in her arm pit has been getting so
large.

Along the way, the kids “visit an abandoned chemistry lab, discover curious creatures called Snerbs, and
uncover a secret so big it might just eat the entire planet.” The novels are geared toward kids age 8-10.

The next novel in the series, “Attack of the 40 Foot Chicken,” releases June 4. More “Bonkers” books will be
released three times a year.

Best Ma�ress Buy Under $800

Denver Ma�ress

Kennewick 10AM–8PM

This year’s tour will be Carman’s first in nearly five years, since the onset of the COVID pandemic. He’s been
all over the U.S., having made previous stops at more than 3,000 schools and conducted assemblies in front
of more than a million students.

“It’s kind of like a standup comedy routine,” he said. “We just have a blast.”

Eastern WA author
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Carman’s goal in writing books is to help kids establish a lifelong love of reading. But it’s a mission that’s
become ever more challenging with the introduction of distracting video platforms like YouTube and TikTok.

“I’m just trying to find any way for kids to turn pages in books,” Carman said. “For me, I just imagine myself
as a 9 year old with a phone or iPad, and all the things I could be doing that’s not reading. It would be pretty
tough.”

That’s partly why Carman and his team are also releasing an animated online short based on the “Bonkers”
universe on the same day the book releases. The goal is to get kids interested in the show to also read the
book.

Best Ma�ress Buy Under $800

Denver Ma�ress

Kennewick 10AM–8PM

Research has shown just how important it is for elementary students to be reading on grade level by the time
they reach third grade, when reading becomes a primary skill and medium for subject-based instruction.

Students who fail to develop a solid foundation of reading comprehension by this point have difficulty
understanding the written material that is a central part of education in the proceeding grades.
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COURTESY PATRICK CARMAN
Walla Walla children’s author Patrick Carman will kick off a national book tour March 11-15 with several visits to Tri-City elementary
schools.

During assemblies, Carman tries to bridge a connection to those students who struggle with books and
reading daily. Reading shouldn’t be a chore for kids, he argues, it should be a fun experience.

“For some young readers, meeting a writer is enough to get them started,” he said. “I love going into that
situation and knowing that I am definitely speaking to specific kids, kids who need that time to hear from
me.”

Carman is a small business owner and former advertising executive by trade, according to a biography. He
didn’t get into children’s fiction until he took over reading duties for his daughters. Tales of a young girl’s
adventure escaping the walls ensnaring her village became the genesis of his “Land of Elyon” series.

https://www.scholastic.ca/books/authors&illustrators/patrick-carman


Best Ma�ress Buy Under $800

Denver Ma�ress

Kennewick 10AM–8PM

The Eastern Washington author will begin the first leg of his U.S. tour with assemblies and visits to Tri-City
elementary schools March 11-15. He’ll visit with more than 4,000 students at 13 schools.

Those visits include these elementary schools: White Bluffs, William Wiley, Sacajawea, Cascade, Badger
Mountain, James McGee, Amon Creek, Lewis and Clark, Franklin, Jason Lee, Captain Gray, Mark Twain and
Desert Sky.

He will also host a public event and book signing 6 p.m. on Friday, March 15, at Adventures Underground.

This might also be something of a farewell tour, as well. After two decades on the road, the author is
considering cutting back on his in-school visits. But he tells the Herald he hasn’t made any final decisions yet.
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A suggestion that the Prosser School Board should open its meetings with a prayer has resulted in firm push back from students and threats of legal action
from a national organization. 
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A suggestion that the Prosser School Board should open its meetings with a prayer has resulted in objections
from students and threats of legal action from a national organization.

During a meeting last week, board member Frank Vermulm randomly brought up the topic of starting their
meetings with a prayer after the Pledge of Allegiance.

He suggested he or a pastor could lead the prayers and cited “a lot of issues” that the community and school
district is facing.

“I just think we could use some divine intervention,” Vermulm told his fellow school board members.

While other school board members expressed interest in discussing the issue further, the board’s student
representatives pushed back.

“I don’t think that religion should be brought up in schools at all. I don’t think that should happen,” said
student representative Yoshimi Garcia. She described herself as an atheist and said it would be disrespectful
to people who come from different religious backgrounds.

https://www.prosserschools.org/page/board-of-directors
https://youtu.be/kXYnbW3pKU8?si=YBQxJpn4yBS70x-2&t=7077


 
Prosser School Board Director No. 2 Frank Vermulm

“I would tend to agree,” said another student representative, Noah Dempsey. “I think that that should be
something that’s excluded. I mean, there’s already enough controversy when it comes to saying the Pledge of
Allegiance. Why bring more controversy into something that doesn’t need it?”

If that was a decision, Dempsey added, the district would need to bring in prayers of all type — “any and all
above” — to be inclusive.



Vermulm, who described himself as a man of faith, responded that he believed the U.S. Constitution allotted
them the rights to pray during secular government meetings.

“I just think with some of the issues that we have, it would be very helpful,” he said.

The school board has not taken formal action, nor a vote, on this issue. So far, it’s only been discussed at the
meeting, Superintendent Kim Casey told the Tri-City Herald on Thursday.

“All voices and opinions are always considered when a decision is made in the Prosser School District,” she
said.

Freedom From Religion Foundation

Staff with the Wisconsin-based Freedom From Religion Foundation called Vermulm’s idea for prayer
“unlawful” in a Thursday news release.

“Our public schools are paid for by anybody and everybody, including those with no religion,” the
foundation’s Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor told the Tri-City Herald.

Gaylor said the discussion sends a “disrespectful signal” toward students’ freedom of religious practices and
legal precedent. The foundation will consider a lawsuit if the school board goes any further, she said.

“We hope that the students’ perspective has caused the board to permanently reconsider its unlawful prayer
plan. School board members are free to pray on their own time and dime, but should not misuse their civil
authority to impose prayer on others,” Gaylor said in a statement.

The foundation claims school board prayer violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.

That clause prohibits the government, which in this case would be the Prosser School District, from
“establishing” a state-based religion. The philosophy of the separation of church and state ensures
governments cannot exercise undue influence over American’s religious perspectives.

https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/43374-ffrf-bolsters-atheist-students-opposition-to-unlawful-school-board-prayer
https://ffrf.org/news/news-releases/item/43374-ffrf-bolsters-atheist-students-opposition-to-unlawful-school-board-prayer
https://www.freedomforum.org/separation-of-church-and-state/


 
Kimberly Casey

In a Jan. 25 letter to Prosser School Board President Jason Rainier, foundation staff attorney Chris Line said
the U.S. Supreme Court has consistently struck down prayer at school-sponsored events because such action

https://ffrf.org/uploads/files/Prosser%20School%20District%2C%20WA%20-%20SBP%20%281%29.pdf


constitutes “government favoritism towards religion.”

“It is beyond the scope of a public school board to conduct, or allow others to conduct, prayer as part of its
meetings,” Line wrote.

The high court’s recent decision over a praying Bremerton football coach — Kennedy v. Bremerton School
District — did not alter law “regarding these kinds of coercive prayer practices, nor did it overrule these
previous decisions,” Line writes.

Gaylor went a step further, calling Kennedy’s narrative of praying alone at the 50-yard-line “dishonest” and
“phony.” The case is different from a school board prayer proposal because students and attendees are forced
to participate.

The foundation makes comparisons to a U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals case it won against Chino Valley
Unified School District Board of Education a few years ago.

In that case, student representatives required to attend meetings were subject to Christian prayers and Bible
readings against their will. Those meetings “resembled a church service more than a school board meeting,”
the foundation says.

In a short and quick reply to Line’s letter, the same day, Casey gave the following response: “We are in receipt
of your letter. We have not taken any action on this matter it was strictly a discussion.”

Vermulm could not be reached immediately by the Herald on Thursday about the issue.

Other local governments have allowed “legislative prayer” at the beginning of their meetings but with
restrictions.

Last year, the Kennewick City Council agreed it would begin allowing residents to give a prayer at the
beginning of their meetings.

Those prayers are limited to 60 seconds and one person can give no more than two prayers a year.

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/27/supreme-court-sides-with-high-school-coach-over-50-yard-line-prayers-00042543
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/27/supreme-court-sides-with-high-school-coach-over-50-yard-line-prayers-00042543
https://ffrf.org/legal/challenges/highlighted-court-successes/item/22029-ffrf-v-chino-valley-unified-school-district
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/politics-government/article266117431.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/politics-government/article266117431.html
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