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Agenda

•

•

•

–

–



What are the 
Digital SAT & ACT?
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WHAT DO THESE TESTS MEASURE?



HIGH SCHOOL 

TESTS

Limited Subject Matter

Content Knowledge

Plenty of Time

Partial Credit or Extra Credit

Human Graded

One Element of Overall 

Grade

Standardized Tests are Completely Different 

from Your High School Tests

STANDARDIZED 

TESTS

Years of Material

Testing Strategy

Rigorously Timed

Right or Wrong Answers

Machine Graded

Only Your Final Score 

Matters
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1 - https://reports.collegeboard.org/sat-suite-program-

results/class-2017-results
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SAT SCORING

ACT SCORING

MATH      200 – 800

READING AND WRITING  200 – 800

TOTAL      400 – 1600 

ENGLISH      1-36

MATH       1-36

READING      1-36

SCIENCE      1-36

COMPOSITE     1-36
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WHAT ABOUT THE ESSAY? 

•

•

•

•
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WHERE 
WILL YOUR 
SCORES 
TAKE 
YOU?

SCHOOL
SAT 
25%

SAT 
75%*

ACT 
25%

ACT 
75%*

Northwestern University 1440 1550 33 35

Amherst College 1410 1550 31 34

University of Virginia 1340 1520 30 34

Stanford University 1440 1570 32 35

Harvard University 1460 1570 33 35

University of Texas 1230 1480 27 33

* SAT scores are reflective of the Critical reading and Math scores.  The data is self-reported from the schools and represents data during      

the 2018-2019 school year. * ACT scores are self-reported from the schools and represent data during the 2018-2019 school year. 
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* SAT scores are reflective of the Critical reading and Math scores.  The data is self-reported from the schools and represents data during      

the 2015-2016 school year. * ACT scores are self-reported from the schools and represent data during the 2015-2016 school year. 

** Average merit award for qualifying individuals provided by schools.  

HIGH SCORES CAN LEAD TO 

SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS



Changes to
College Admission 
Testing



THE SAT AND 

ACT ARE 

NOT GOING 

ANYWHERE



Do SAT and ACT Scores Still Matter?

TEST REQUIRED
6% of SCHOOLS

TEST OPTIONAL
85% of SCHOOLS

TEST FLEXIBLE
3% of SCHOOLS

TEST FREE
7% of SCHOOLS







THE SAT
IS GOING 
DIGITAL

NOT
ONLINE





CHANGING



A Computer Adaptive SAT®

FIRST MODULE

Same difficulty for all

SECOND MODULE

More Difficult

HIGH 

SCORE

800

LOW SCORE

Floor

HIGH 

SCORE

Capped

LOW SCORE

200

SECOND MODULE

Less Difficult



Test Strategies &
Timeline



Test-Taking

Essentials
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THESE TESTS REQUIRE TESTING SAVVY



COMMON MISTAKES

Answering questions 
too quickly

Doing work 
in your head

Choosing answers 
carelessly

Misreading the 
problem

Not understanding 
what to do





PERSONAL 
ORDER 
OF 
DIFFICULTYo Don’t do each 

question in 

order

o Do YOUR best 

questions first

Pacing Example

27 

Questions

in

32 Minutes

1 Minute, 

10 Seconds 

per 

Question

SAT Reading/Writing



Digital SAT

Specific Strategies

The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.  



Your first strategy with a 

computer-based test 

is to know exactly what the 

testing environment is like



TIMER

PASSAGE

QUESTION

FLAG

NOTES

MARK OUT

REVIEW 

SECTION

THESE ARE 

NOTHING





• 265 

Students

• 39% O+

• 6% MoE

Spread out 

answer 

choices

Ballpark it!

~250 

students

~40% O+

250 x .4 = 

100



ACT Specific

Strategies

The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.  



English Strategy

57. These fudge shops are so numerous and abundant that the 
local residents have even developed a special nickname for 
these tourists: I call the tourists “fudgies.”

A. NO CHANGE 

B. one calls

C. it calls

D. they call

Singular

Singular

Singular

Plural

Plural



Math Strategy

https://www.princetonreview.com/product/details?id=MAR-ACT-OLTEST&z=10017


Reading Strategy



SCIENCE STRATEGY

Trial Lead cube Tin Cube

6 2.10 2.12

7 2.04 2.06

8 2.05 2.07

9 2.12 2.11

10 2.00 2.10



SAT & ACT TEST DATES
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Score Improvement with retakes

ACT1

45% took test multiple times

57% improved score

Superscoring!2

Schools will take the best individual section scores 

and combine them

90% of schools superscore the SAT

68% of schools superscore the ACT

Date Verbal Math Total

October 640 530 1170

December 590 600 1190

Superscore! 640 600 1240

Should you retest?



Planning Your Prep

August

• PSAT Prep

September

• PSAT Prep

October

• PSAT Administration

November

• PSAT Scores Released

December

• Sign Up for Test Prep

January

• Start SAT Prep

February

• SAT Prep

March

• First SAT Exam/AP Prep

April

• AP Prep

May

• AP Exams

June

• Second SAT Exam

July

• Possible ACT Exam

JUNIOR YEAR

SENIOR YEAR

DONE WITH TESTING!!! Work on College Applications
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THE RIGHT PREP

MAKES ALL THE 

DIFFERENCE



THERE ARE 
MANY WAYS
TO PREP

Take a Practice Test

Self-Prep Online

Work with a Tutor

Buy a Prep Book

Take a Course



PrincetonReview.com
800-2Review

Student and Family Resources



PrincetonReview.com
800-2Review

Lisa Richter | The Princeton Review

Outreach Specialist, High School Programs

Northern New Jersey

201-762-9012

Lisa.Richter@review.com

45

Let’s 
stay in 

contact!
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