JSSPVA Board Meeting
Friday October 13, 2023

Board Attendees: Lydia Mathas, Joe Guarino, Rachel Smith, Emily Wyner, Julia Peterson, Kate
Tarbert, Tara Stafford, Amy O'Dell, Meredith Sullivan, Megan Bradley, Jenelle Chalmers, Jen
Price, and Adrienne Eynon

Regular Attendees: Lydia Barhight, Halle Braden, Joanna Borosso, Claudia Kocalis, and
Shawn Bard

1. Welcome -

Call to order 8:19 am

2. Approval of September Meeting Minutes — Camie Park
Motion, Second - Minutes approved

3. President’s Report - Lydia Mathas

Report from Administration: Not able to attend the meeting today because Kate, Marty,
Steph and Sophie are all in Boston for the Challenge Success program.

» Challenge Success. As a reminder, Challenge Success is a junior high study through
Stanford University that we are undertaking to assess and improve the middle school
experience at Sears. A survey was sent to 6-8 grade parents. Please complete if you
are able as we would love your feedback!

Once we have the data from parents, students and the training the Administration is
currently participating in, they will work with a Consultant to talk through the feedback
and identify the top 3-5 priorities for change to make our junior high more successful.
Parent meeting will be held in November to review the findings.

e Doug Bolton. There is also a Parent evening scheduled for 10/24 with guest speaker
Dr. Doug Bolton. This will be the first of a four-part parent event series that will dive
deeply into the theory and practice of creating healthy school communities. The first
session will look at the idea of rethinking behaviorism. There is a strong desire to move
away from a school culture that sees student academic engagement and behavior
through the lenses of consequences, motivation, discipline, and accountability to better
match the research and the practices that promote a healthy and engaged school
environment.

e Bullying. On 10/24, the Administration will also be covering the new lllinois bullying law.
A written communication will be sent to parents in the next week or two that outlines the
new law and related requirements for addressing bullying in schools. Please read
through the communication and plan to attend the event for additional information.

Treasurer’s Report. From Kyra, who is out of town: Not much of an update. People are
requesting reimbursements in a timely manner, are using the tax exemption certificate and
all is good thus far.

Thank You for Recent Events




September was a busy month! Thank you to our Subcommittee Chairs who pulled off
successful events - Walk/Bike to School Week, Picture Day, Staff Appreciation Luncheon,
the first Friday Night Social and Homecoming Saturday!

Also, special thanks to Joe, Claudia Kocalis, Carly Cape and Anne Murphy for helping get
the Display Case and two additional bulletin boards ready for Homecoming!

Storage Unit — We are hoping to move out of the external storage unit next week. Waiting
for confirmation from the School Staff that the new space is ready.

4. Booster’s Update — Christine Klewin — Tara Stafford

Report on Homecoming Weekend — Went very well. Great weather. 125 Anniversary
added a lot to it — more alumni and activity. Kickball tournament went well. Great sales for
spirit wear. Depleted the supply of old merchandise — bargain bin for $5.

Turkey Trot Plans — meeting next Tuesday with Marty and PE teachers. Anne Ryan is

helping spearhead and Amy O’Dell - food drive. Do turkey trot during PE classes and pep

rally the Tuesday before thanksgiving to award turkey trot winners and announce winners of

food drive or whatever we do. Possibly include an art component. Turkey drawing

competition??

* Booster has taken on more events this year — we will need to slate more positions to
support this role for next year. Currently only two chairs. Need supporting roles.

» Friday November 17th is the Turkey Trot

Assembly the following Monday or Tuesday??

e November 6th and 13" — drives — whether food, supplies, clothing???

5. Vice President’s Sub-Committees - Joe Guarino

STAFF APPRECIATION - we served a lovely lunch from Forza to the teachers on September
15th for the traditional back to school luncheon. We are planning on serving dinner starting
around 4 in the afternoon for parent teacher conferences from grateful bites. We will scale back
a bit from last year as there was too many leftovers per the notes from last years staff
appreciation team.

e Teachers lounge will be stocked with drinks and snacks every other month. We were
kindly offered cookies to be donated to the teachers lounge from Anita Zyzynsky
because she and her husband work for a European treats company. Those donations
will go in with the next restocking of the lounge in late October early November.

GIVING TREE - We have just crossed over the $14k mark for the amount raised, which is about
75% of what we gave last year in December so we seem to be on target. We will continue to
push especially as we get closer to December. So far it looks like 60% of families have
participated in giving.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATION CHAIR - Please continue to send any requests for sign ups!
This month finalized Book Fair and Friday Night Socials.




BENEFIT CHAIRS - Going to be at Westmoreland. Theme “Through the Years” because of
125th anniversary. How school has changed through the years.

BOOK FAIR CHAIRS - Fall Book Fair has been locked for November 2-3rd in the Learning
Center! A volunteer signup link was included in this week’s JSSPVA newsletter, so please
volunteer if you can! EWallet information and class schedules will be provided soon.

AFTER HOUR KID POWER CHAIRS -

Odyssey of the Mind has started - we have three full teams totaling 21 kids. 3rd through 5th
graders. Each team has a different problem to complete and then will compete in February
against teams across IL.Chess - good enroliment, but not for K and 1st. 7am on a Wednesday
is a tough time. Jr High Lunch clubs are successful. D&D is going well and they have asked for
more supplies.

Newspaper Club has started and hope to have a newspaper published after Halloween.
Homecoming article has been written, photographed, and edited. New Coding program,
coding.org - need more parent feedback. 24 kids is a lot to manage on iPads. Art Club- met
with a professional muralist and are getting supplies together to paint the Boyscout storage
building at the back of the school. Next Wave Stem (coding with drones for Jr. High kids) is
going well with a few technical kinks getting ironed out.

ROOM PARENT CHAIRS - Beth Barakat and Renée Lau have been in touch with grade level
Room Parents regarding class dues, field trips, and parent parties. Currently we are
communicating with the school regarding an easier and streamlined way for parents and visitors
to check into the building for events and class parties.

SCHOOL SUPPLY CHAIR - Megan Levitch signed the commitment form with 1st Day School
Supplies for next year. Next step is to work with Marty Heffner in February to retrieve the school
supply lists from teachers for the 2024-2025 school year.

SEARS CAFE CHAIR - Lunch program going well. Chair has been working with Marla to make
sure field trips are on the calendar.

SKATE EXCHANGE CHAIR - do a sport exchange instead - consider doing a swap or donation
around Field Day. Try to coordinate with Green team to mix in sustainability

STUDENT PICTURES/CLASS HISTORIAN - Retakes on 10/25

DROP IN (FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL) CHAIRS (Jenica & Brittany) - Our Homecoming Friday
night social was a success. Kona Ice was a hit




We have some good learnings to weave into our next events:

Room was too bright

Need another space for kids to hang out in

Need a balance of 7th and 8th grade parents chaperoning

We need some variation of setting (planning to have the Feb dance at Assembly Hall)
Check in took too long - will be better prepared next time

Kids requested prizes instead of gift cards

® 6 o o o

Our next event will be holiday themed (thinking Ugly holiday sweaters) & held on Friday 12/1.
VETERAN’S DAY CHAIR

Things are moving along nicely for the assembly planning. So far i have 5 local veteran's who
will be able to participate, and 2 who are maybes. | am also a veteran so can also sit in if the
numbers are low, as necessary. The assembly will take place 11/10 (Fri) on the Tuesday
schedule. | have met with Marty regarding the logistics of the assembly this week. It will not be
led by the 8th graders this year to the same extent as Ms. Stepen does not feel she will be able
to devote as much time to organizing their participation. The assembly will therefore likely be led
by myself and/or Marty. We are working on eliciting participation of choir, orchestra, and/or band
and we are also working on school wide participation in art/letters/etc for the veterans, similar to
last year. We again will be planning a Halloween candy drive for the USO with the assistance of
Donna Parent so will likely be putting that in the newsletter leading up to Halloween. The candy
collection boxes will be in the front foyer of the school per my discussion with Marty.

6. VP of Inclusion — Meredith Sullivan
a. Report on Newcomers Party 9/23 —
. Anne and Kevin Murphy hosted. 120 people attended. Very successful
b. Tables of 8
i. Blast went out
ii. Then in Sears to Home
iii. Encourage people to sign up.
iv. Deadline to sign up is October 20" — will do a last call
c. Common Threads — will start next week.
i. Bingo style game for kids to attend
1. Complete 4 ways they have upheld the cornerstone.
2. Collective group of winners and have a party
3. Kids talk about what they have in common.
4. March 7*.

7. VP of Green — Amy O’Dell
a. Walk-bike to school week — Lydia — great participation. Great pictures of the bike
racks being completely full. Cupcakes, lights and bells were given out to
winners.
i. Feedback from teachers - kids were very excited about it.
ii. Next one will be in Spring - tied to earth day
b. Planet Panther — Mr. Niglia - Bringing back a club to grow plants, harvest, etc.




¢. Fall Outdoor Garden Party — maybe next year when there is something to
harvest — spring?
d. Panther Park

8. VP of Community Relations — Julia Peterson

a. Park District: We are currently working on two “School’s Out, Fun Day!” options
for the Parent/Teacher Conference dates on October 26" and 27"

i. There is a big National Blood Drive on October 13"

ii. Please stop by after your meeting for those that are interested or able to
donate to a good cause

ii. Drive Details:

Site: Kenilworth Assembly Hall

Address: 410 Kenilworth Ave, Kenilworth, IL, 60043
Room Name: Assembly Hall

Date: Fri Oct 13, 2023

Time: 07:00 AM - 05:00 PM

Blood Program Leader Name: Steve Stoewer

b. Cub Scouts: Cub Scouts had their fall campout 9/30 with a huge turnout and
great weather. Was a big success!

i. -Grade level packs are starting to have their individual den meetings.

ii. Scouts are starting annual popcorn sales this month and will sell until the
end of December, so thank you for supporting their fundraising efforts.

iii. If anyone is not registered for Cub Scouts yet and would like to
join, please contact Kristy Whipple, membership coordinator.

c. Girl Scouts: We had the Girl Scout Fall Dance last week with and attendance of
150. Fabulous turnout and very fun. It's a ‘VIP’ event, verses Father/Daughter
now, which has been extremely well received and welcoming to all. Fabulous
new caller.

i. Troops have kicked off fun activities this Fall with trips to rock climbing,
horse riding, and plans for service work with Feed My Starving Children,
New Trier Food Pantry, collections for PAWS, and much more.

ii. As we head towards the cooler weather we start planning cookies and for
the Winter Scamper show which is February 2nd this year. We continue
to be well supported within the community by parents who volunteer as
Scamper Parents and Cookie Parents.

iii. As we all know, the Girl Scouts program in town takes a village to
run. It's larger than most people realize, with approximately 120 girls, 30
Leaders, 12 cookie parents and 24 Scamper parents, as well as multiple
troop support volunteers. We are so very fortunate to have such a rich
program.

d. Village: Gas powered leaf blowers are known to be harmful to both humans and
the environment, and the Village of Kenilworth restricts their use to times of the
year when heavy leaf and yard debris cleanup occurs.

i. Regulations adopted in 2020 state that the use of gas-powered blowers is
not allowed at all in the Village between May 15th and September
30th. From October 1st to May 14th, gas leaf blowers may be used
between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday - Friday, and between 9:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Leaf blowers, regardless of power
source, may not exceed 75 decibels when in use.

iii. We ask all residents to talk with their landscapers if they believe
they are not in compliance. Many other communities have similar




restrictions, so most landscapers now have electric equipment that can
be used year-round.

e. DEB: They have not had any meetings yet this academic year so no

updates at this point
f. School Board — Kate Tarbert is here
i. The Board accepted a donation of $1,000,000 from the Joseph Sears

Foundation, $500,000 of which is to be dedicated to facility
improvements, including safety initiatives, and $500,000 to be dedicated
to education programming, including technology initiatives. (The Joseph
Sears Foundation was originally created to raise funds to save
the school's foreign language program, but then they had a surplus of
money that remained in the fund for years.) Board members had been
given the opportunity to speak with the teachers, and they seemed
pleased with the new math curriculum and were looking forward to picking
out a new ELA curriculum.

g. AEC: The Alliance for Early Childhood have two wonderful events coming up
this month in October. There's a free virtual Parent Program on Thursday
October 19th called "The Emotional Lives of Young Children" presented by Kim
Hassenfeld. There's also a free Family Program on Saturday October 28th
calet's Play! Geological Exploration. The information and registration links will
be available in the upcoming Sears to Home.

h. New Trier: NTPA is hosting several parent coffees throughout the year. The
2025, 2026 and 2027 classes will hold coffees in October. Check the New Trier
website for dates.

i. The NT Booster Club would like to invite your business, or a business that
you know to become a part of the Trevian Family by becoming a
community partner. By sponsoring the NTBC, you will be helping our
students have a positive and rewarding experience. Email us
at NTBooster@gmail.com if you are interested in becoming a community
partner.

il The New Trier Township Fall Orchestra concert is Thursday
October 19, 7:00pm in the Gaffney Auditorium(Winnetka campus). The
New Trier High School orchestras and 8th graders from area schools will
play side-by-side. Sears 8th grade Orchestra students will be a part of the
ensemble.

9. Communications Update — Emily Wyner/Renee Buck
a. Next newsletter — October 25
b. All communications need to go through the communications chair — and not
through Chris Mannera.

Joe — One additional item for discussion. Family and community Component of what came from
the equity audit
c. How do we boost parent education?
i. Maybe partner to have a kids movie night?
d. Mental Health & technology
e. Office Hours set up to meet with Tech people
f.  FAN next event is going to be here.

10. Adjourn — 9:45am




(Ly@fa Mathaé{-ljdséPVA/President)

(Camie Park — JSSPVA Secretary)




