JSSPVA BOARD MEETING AGENDA
SEPTEMBER 15, 2023, Joseph Sears School

Board Attendees: Lydia Mathas, Joe Guarino, Christine Klewin, Tara Stafford, Julia Peterson, Renee Buck,
Amy O'Dell, Leslie Burke, Kyra Nelson, Emily Wyner, Sarah Wills, Marty Heffner (Assistant Principal), Steph
Helfand (Principal), Kate Donegan (Superintendant), Camie Park

Regular Attendees: Kate Tarbert, Kate Foran, Joanna Barroso, Andrea Cale, Kate Lojkovic, Megan Levitch,
Kathy Ambrosino, Lauren Varsamis, Katie Nichols, Eileen Sethna, Amisha Muthiala, Halle Braden, Katerina
Kenneally, Andrea Moe, Anne Murphy, Ruth Flaherty

1 Welcome - Lydia Mathas

Kate Donegan (Superintendant) & Steph Helfand (Principal) — Updates from the School Administration
Thank you to everyone. Family Fun Day and the first Open House were a huge success. We are getting
excited about Homecoming.

There is a new lllinois law addressing bullying which requires the Administration to report the incident to parents
within 24 hours of the occurrence. They are preparing a written communication to distribute to the community

with information about the new requriements. The Administration is also preparing an evening presentation to
outline the new lllinois law addressing bullying. The changes are statewide.

Happy to be in the building with work done. The teachers, staff and students are enjoying the new and
enhanced spaces.

Implementing the Portrait of a Sears graduate this year.

Finalized strategic plan this year — 24 page document that outlines mission for school. This will be distributed to
the community.

2. Approval of August Meeting Minutes - Camie Park
Motion to approve; second — voted to approve.
3. Administration Report — Marty Heffner

Marty Hefner, Assistant Principal, will attend all JSSPVA meetings to answer questions and to take questions
back to Administration.

4 President’s Report — Lydia Mathas

Recap of Back to School Events

Family Fun Day - Thanks to Jamie, Julia, Joe & Marty for helping coordinating a successful event. Also, thank
you to everyone who volunteered — over 60 volunteers slots on the sign-up genius and many took multiple
shifts. Loved having the gym this year, and allowed us to bring in additional vendors.

* Amusements — new ride — everyone loved it.
« DJ

*  Mathnasium

*  Winnetka and Wilmette Public Libraries

* Alliance for Early Childhood




*  Firetruck at the end

8" Grade Beach Bash —g" grade class small so simplified. Picnic lunch at the beach. Beach games. Very
successful.

Review of Mission and Goals for the 2023-2024 School Year — read the mission which can be found on the
JSSPVA website.

Report on Meeting with the Administration, BOE and JSSPVA Leads

* Update on Panther Park Project — outdoor space inside of the building. JSSPVA received estimate from
landscape architect to do Panther park courtyard and the northwest terrace/courtyard. $400,000. We
have 220k. So we picked Panther Park but there were irrigation issues that were time —intensive and
expensive so we shifted to northwest terrace. We will have drawings for next meeting to share. We will
look at bike rack situation. Perhaps another one at PeeWee side but that is park district and village
property so we would have to address through them.

* The Village House is on pause until further notice. That is part of the park district planning.

* Green Roof — we purchased furniture for this space. Students and teachers will be using the space —
outdoor learning space that teachers can sign out on the calendar. Teachers have been dining out
there.

Administrative Items
* Please use the shared drive!
* Help us monitor budget for the year and use tax certificate for purchases
* Look at budget before planning events and keep it in mind.

Upcoming Dates/Events
* Newcomers Party — Saturday, September 23
* Picture Days
* Homecoming - 7"/8" Grade Social 9/29 and 9/30 Events volunteers needed!
* Walk and Bike to School week — October 2 through 6
* Next JSSPVA Meeting — Friday, October 13 at 8:15 am VIA ZOOM

5. Treasurer’s Report — Kyra Nelson ~— August 31% through September 1% is fiscal year. We spent
82% of the budget. This year we are in line for spending. Overall budget is 98k (last year and this year the
same). Budget is on the website. Also distributed on the shared drive. Grade dues and Giving Trees are
coming in — 25% in. 8" grade is fully funded. Tax Exemption Certificate — we want people to send this out. We
cannot reimburse sales tax.

6. Boosters Update — Christine Klewin/Tara Stafford

Homecoming Plans — Saturday Sept 30 11-4. This was in the newsletter. Kickball tournament with sign-up.
School tours and re-dedication ceremonies. Agenda on JSSPVA website. Sign up genius with newsletter for
different volunteer positions. We will need a lot of volunteers. We have yard signs to put out in people’s front
yards for Homecoming.

Spirit wear Sales — 2 residency days and family fun days. We depleted inventory from storage unit. We have
some more that were found in the storage unit that we are going to sell. Bows. Working with Wilmette bike
shop — Brenda is helping out. Smaller sizes are going fast. Scrunchies and tube socks are a big hit.




Drawstring backpacks — Wilmette bike shop purchased for us because they are so popular at other schools. No
online sales option because the Wilmette Bike shop is so small.

They also helped out with purchasing mass order for gym equipment — balls, etc. for playground. We will get
photos to share on website regarding JSSPVA being able to provide this for the students.

7" and 8" grade dance - 7-8:30 with Kona Ice. DJ will be there. 47 RSVPd so far. 7 chaperones needed. It's
a disco party. 4 Friday night socials. Sign up is live for all of them.

Octoberfest is the evening of Homecoming so that families will atiend after the homecoming festivities.
Octoberfest is through the park district.

7. Communication Update — Emily Wyner/Renee Buck — Newsletter goes out 9/27. We will send
reminder out. We will need to do a picture day reminder before then. 9/26 and 9/27. We are going to send a
save the date for the benefit. Graphic and information for the event is on a postcard. April 13" on Townley
Field.

8. Vice President’s Subcommittees — Joe Guarino —

Back to school luncheon — Claudia — welcome back to school for teachers luncheon to be held that day. We
also have drinks and a tray of desserts.

Giving Tree — making good progress — 6k — 1/3 of the goal. Communication was fantastic because it made it
easy to click on a link and donate.

Volunteer Coordination Chair — Kate Logan - happy to make sign up geniuses for groups and monitor volunteer
sign-up.

Enrichment/Field Trips —

* Lauren — 5™ grade — field trip for Lake County Forest preserve but could not find date so now Native
American Museum in Evanston — October. Maybe adler planetarium. Teachers would like this.

* Process for scheduling buses and transportation — Melinda and Lisa (on staff at Sears) will help to
coordinate all of this. Once field trip is confirmed then the school handles everything.

* Need to rename - because this role is field trips and special events — and not to be confused with the
after-school enrichment (previously After Hour Kid Power).

* Room Parents — September 7 Orientation Meeting went well and they should all be up and running.

Vote — First Day School Supplies —the vendor did a great job. Motion to use First Day School Supplies again
next year — seconded = approved.

We will get better about announcing recycling school supplies and donating to a school in need.

Sears Café Chair - Marla likes new cafenasium and facilities. No issues with ordering. Lunches are arriving
hot. History — we decided to continue with Marla because so responsive and willing to work with us. Gave her
another chance and are interested in parent feedback. Healthy eating options and food temperature were a big
issue. We now have a Marla’s employee that works back in the kitchen and will rectify issues if lunches are
missing.

After Hour Kid Power




* Cooking class — 6 of 10 kids so 4 slots open that are needed to make sure it runs.

* Junior high art class — they will be doing on the side of the building.

e Chris made the brochure which made it so much easier to see all offerings in one place.

* Any pickup for after school programs happens in the back bike area.

* Christian has an office at Sears and takes attendance before bringing children to the vendors. He is
here 12-8.

9. VP of Inclusion — Meredith Sullivan

Newcomers party — next Saturday — 9/23 — Anne Murphy is hosting the party. Food is from Whole Foods &
hired a bartender. Should be fun. 20 plus new families plus host families attending.

10. VP of Green — Amy O’Dell

Fall Harvest Party — We are going to plan something.

School recycling — Trex can provide them if we cannot find our old recycling bins.

Walk and bike to school week — October 2". This should go in the next newsletter. We have raffle prizes from
Green bay Cycle. Lemon Drop bake shop in Wilmette will make cupcakes for the winning classroom.

Recycling Music Shirts

1. VP of Community Relations — Julia Peterson

New Trier - New Trier opened a brand new academic and athletic facility this year. Highlights of the new facility
include: new competition gym and auxiliary gym; 14 new academic classrooms; climbing wall and high ropes
course; 6 lane indoor track; weight and cardio facilities: and concession area and spirit shop

Parents of 8th grade students, please mark your calendars for the upcoming 8th grade placement testing. The
testing will take place on Saturday, November 11th from 7a-2p at the New Trier Winnetka campus.

Don’t forget to check out the New Trier extension classes offered for adults, as well as some offerings for
students. They offer everything from rowing to bridge, cooking, art, world languages and even fencing. All of the
classes and descriptions can be found online or in the printed programs at a glance publication

Alliance for Early Childhood - The Alliance for Early Childhood is a community organization that supports
families and educators to nurture healthy development of young children. The Alliance provides free events
and programs throughout the year to bring families, educators and child care professionals together through
play and learning.

There are 2 upcoming events: a Zoom event for Parents called "Nourished: Connection, Food, and Caring for
our Kids (and everyone else we love) with Deborah MacNamara on Thursday Sept 28th at 7pm.

And the second event is for families: Let's Play! Events. The annual Fort Building 2 day event on Saturday and
Sunday Sept 30th-October 1st, which is a lot of fun and is held at Lloyd Park.

DEB: No updates currently




School Board: Kate Tarbert - Safety and Security presentation at the school board — Marty and Kate assisted
on the presentation. Next meeting 9/26 — Tuesday. Thinking about Phase 3 of the Construction. Some safety
stuff that has to be done and some enhancements on current plan.

Boys Scouts:

Registration is live at
Www .kenilworthcubscouts.org

Information about grade level uniforms there as well. First meeting will be in the next two weeks pending grade
level schedules. Den leaders will send schedule. Camp out 9/30 at Van Patten Woods. More specific info
coming.

Girl Scouts:_They have a great new team of 8 Brownie Troop Leader Volunteers for our new 3rd grade troop.
Troops are starting the year off with lots of outdoor activities inc. canoeing. Our Girl Scout Fall Dance
(previously February father daughter dance/hoe down) is October 5th at KAH & we’re back to the Western
theme. We enjoyed having this event earlier in the year so much after covid that we are keeping that timing this
year. Girls are invited to bring a special VIP adult with them, as we want to be sensitive and fully inclusive with
our event naming traditions. We have 2 8th graders doing their Silver Award. They are currently collecting pet
supplies. See flyer in Kenilworth Park District Newsletter.

Park District: The Kenilworth Park District will be seeking community input at our final 2 food truck Monday
meetings, September 18™ and September 25th. The input we are seeking relates to the Townley Field Campus
and the Village House. Particularly, what the community would be interested in if those spaces were renovated.
See flier in in park district Newsletter.

Octoberfest is 9/30 from 4:00-8:30. There will be live music and food from the boy scouts

The Village: No updates at this time

12. Adjourn

9:43 am

(Camie Pal}kﬁ-}S'SPVA/Secretary)




