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SPECIAL SCHEDULES:

Thursday, February 1; Tuesday, February 20; and
Wednesday, February 28: Standardized test
preparation for underclassmen and special
presentations for 12 grade students. Dismissal at
2:47 p.m.

Friday, February 9: Schoolwide liturgy at
9:50 a.m. Regular dismissal at 2:47.

Monday, February 12 - Friday, February 16: Mardi
Gras Holiday. No school for students. Office hours
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 15 and Friday, Feb.
16.

Friday, February 23: Student mentoring schedule.
Dismissal at 2:47 p.m.

CHS Calendar

2024-2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR: Aftached to the
newsletter is the 2024-2025 school calendar
indicating important dates for the school year.
Please make note of the dates of student
orientation, the first day of classes, and holidays so
that you can plan your son’s schedule
accordingly. We ask that parents not extend
vacations or schedule other appointments during
school days. Daily attendance at CHS is critical not
only to the academic success of your son, but
because he can only benefit from the holistic
education we offer each day if he is present.
Please see page 22 of the 2023-2024 Student
Handbook for our policies on absences.

SENIOR SESSIONS: During the standardized test
prep sessions in the second semester, the maijority
of seniors attend presentations or activities focused

FEBRUARY 2024

on completing their time at CHS and preparing for
the transition to college. See the list below for the
content of the Senior Sessions.

e January 24: The legal, mental health, and
ethical issues surrounding sexual consent. Guest
speakers included representatives from the East
Baton Rouge Parish District Attorney’s Office,
Baton Rouge Police Department, and @
psychiatric nurse practitioner from LSU.

e February 1: Transitioning to college, the
differences between high school and college,
coping with newfound freedom and associated
stress, managing the college workload, and
other general tips for college. CHS faculty
members and mental health professionals will
present a variety of ideas to students on these
issues.

e February 20: College culture, peer pressure, and
other important decisions after high school. An
attorney will address the effects of destructive
behaviors and potential long-term legal
consequences, including alcohol and drug use,
as well as the culture within fraternities that can
contribute to destructive behaviors. CHS
coaches and teachers will reinforce the
importance of making good decisions.
Additional issues related to the non-academic
side of college culture will be explored.

e February 28: Seniors will complete important
administrative tasks such as taking a Senior Exit
Survey and voting for various awards for
classmates.

e March 8: Information on graduation procedures,
finish strong comments from administrators, and
2024 Class Picture. Seniors should make every
effort to be present for this session so they are
part of the class photo. There will be no retakes.
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PSAT PREPARATION CLASSES: Dates are available
for the PSAT/NMSQT Preparation Course for
members of the Class of 2025. These six workshops
will be offered on: March 9 or 10, April 20 or April
21, May 11 or 12, August 24 or 25, September 21 or
22, and October 5 or 6. There are also make-up
workshops being offered in July (July 24, 25, 26).
The cost of the PSAT/NMSQT course is $215. A flier is
included in this newsletter with more details about
this course, including times.

Please email Mrs. Kessler at
ckessler@catholichigh.org if you have questions
about this course.

SOCIAL MEDIA RISKS: As most of you are aware,
social media poses new and significant risks to
young people’s well-being. Several feachers and |
went to a recent conference on Catholic
education, and one of the keynote speakers
addressed the effects of social media on this
generation of young people, especially mental
health. At the conclusion of her presentation, |
asked for one piece of advice | could give our
parents, and without hesitation she said to make
sure students’ phones are not in their rooms as they
are sleeping. First, students are tempted to be on
their phones when they should be sleeping.
Second, the studies she has seen also indicate that
our brains unconsciously monitor our phones even
in sleep, and that affects the quality of sleep.
Lesser quality sleep has significant impacts on
students’ health. The data is unequivocal. She
suggested that If the phone is your son's alarm
clock, buy him an actual alarm clock.

ADDITIONAL CAMPUS SECURITY: Access control has
been installed on the front doors of the main
building, the doors at the north end of the main
building, and on the Br. Gordian Udinsky, S.C.
Science Center. All the doors at those entrances
will be locked, and students and faculty will use ID
cars to gain entrance. Visitors to campus will come
to the front doors of the main building where they
will be buzzed in by a staff member in the main
office.

These newest additions to campus security are
important improvements because all building
enfrances not behind a gate will be locked.

PARENT SURVEY: Thanks to the overwhelming
response to the Parent Survey that | sent out in the
December Principal’'s Newsletter. The survey is now
closed, and I will continue to compile the results
and include a summary in the March Principal’s
Newsletter. Rest assured that your feedback is
integral to our planning process as we strive to

make progress in those areas that parents indicate
need improvement.

GRANDPARENTS DAY — SUNDAY, MARCH 17:
Grandparents of CHS students are invited to the
2024 Grandparents’ Day celebration on Sunday,
March 17, from 2-4 p.m. in the CHS Gym.

To submit pictures and video files for the
celebration, click on this link. Please drag and drop
photos/videos directly into this album or click the
add photos icon at the top of the page, then
select the images you wish to upload. If your son
would like to record a brief video message for his
grandparents - less than 2 minutes - the video file
can be shared using the same link. Submit
photos/videos by Sunday, March 10.

Whether grandson(s) can attend or not,
grandparents of current CHS students are invited o
join in the afternoon’s celebration. Immediately
following the assembly, students and their
grandparents are welcome to tour campus and to
take part in a reception inside the Br. Donnan
Berry, S.C. Student Center, hosted by the CHS
Mothers’ Club. The CHS Photography Club will also
be taking pictures in the Valluzzo Student Union.
Dress for students is school attfire. A parking map
including general and handicapped parking will
be included in the invitation mailed to all
grandparents in February. Contact Mr. Jamie
Segar '90 in the CHS Advancement Office for more
details at jsegar@catholichigh.org.

GOLDEN BEAR DONORS: A Golden Bear is the
highest honor a student can receive for his work in
academics and extracurricular activities. These
awards are made possible through donations by
generous sponsors. If you are interested in
sponsoring a Golden Bear in your name or in
memory of a loved one, please contact J.P. Kelly,
Advancement Director, at jkelly@catholichigh.org.

2023 TUITION STATEMENTS: Tuifion statements for
2023 are now available through FACTS. After
logging on to your account, click on “View Details”
then “View Payment Summary.” Feel free to reach
out to the Finance Office with any questions.

SUMMER AT CHS PROGRAM: Information including
dates, fimes, and fees about our 2024 Summer at
CHS courses will soon be available on our
website. Registration will be available online
beginning this month. Courses include:

Strength and Speed: Required for current CHS JV
and varsity athletes, and incoming 8t and 9t
grade athletes.
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Academics and Enrichment: 3D Animation*, ACT
Preparation*, Advanced Placement Preparation,
Algebra | Preparation, Becoming a BEAR, College
Application Boot Camp*, English | Preparation, Fun
Science*, Lego Camp*, New Member Band
Camp*, CHS/SJA Percussion Camp*, Public
Speaking*, Robotics*, Service Week, Study Skills*

*courses open to girls

Athletic Camps: Baseball, Basketball, Football,
Lacrosse, Powerlifting, Soccer, Track and Field,
Wrestling

MOTHERS’ CLUB NEWS: The CHS Mothers’ Club
extends a sincere thank you to everyone who
supported this year's Taste Fair and Auction. We
enjoyed seeing everyone come together for this
event.

It is the countdown to the car raffle! Our winner will
be announced at the Mother-Son Breakfast, which
we are excited to host on Sunday, March 24.
Please continue to support the raffle by buying
raffle tickets with this link. Additionally, we need
volunteers to sell tickets at various churches and
locations around Baton Rouge. Use this link to see
what's available and please sign up!

The Mother-Son Breakfast tradition confinues! This
popular event will take place on Sunday,

March 24, 2024, and last year's event SOLD OUT!
Tickets go on sale starting Thursday, February 22;
however, members of the CHS Mothers’ Club can
purchase pre-sale breakfast tickets in a

priority window beginning February 19. CHS
Mothers’ Club registration must be current as of
Friday, February 9, to be eligible for the pre-sale
tickets.

Tickets for the breakfast will be $35 per person.
Tables of 10 may be purchased, so we encourage
moms to plan ahead and be prepared to provide
a table captain and a guest list including the boys'
names and grade levels for table reservations.
Individual fickets are not guaranteed for
placement at specific tables. Starting February 22,
you can purchase tickets via MyCHS.

It is never too late to get involved. Join the
Mothers’ Club today.

MEN’S CLUB NEWS: On Wednesday, February 7, the
Men’s Club will hold a Hamburger Supper in the
Brother Donnan Berry, S.C. Student Center
honoring the cheerleaders and football team. This
supper was re-scheduled from the original date in
August due to the adjusted practice schedule
caused by the extreme heat. Also on Wednesday,

February 21, we will host a Haomburger Supper for
the following clubs/teams: baseball, BBN, beach
volleyball, FCA, golf, Grizzly Hospitality Group,
lacrosse, NHS, soccer, tennis, wrestling, and
ultimate frisbee. We encourage the students who
are being recognized at these hamburger suppers
to afttend with their dad or a father-figure, so
please consider joining us for food, fun, and
fellowship.

ADVANCEMENT ACTIVITIES: Our Office of
Advancement is extremely active and offers a
wide variety of ways to be involved at Catholic
High School. Below is a message from Mr. J.P. Kelly
'92, Director of Advancement, along with an
exciting list of upcoming activities. | hope to see
you at some (or alll) of them.

(from J.P. Kelly ‘92, Director of Advancement): We
are grateful to all of you who have conftributed to
the 2023-24 Annual Appeal and would like to
encourage those who have not yet participated
to do so. The Annual Appeal helps every student,
and the school needs all our parents to participate
at alevel conducive to their family budget. The
founder of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart, Fr.
André Coindre, used the following lines when
asking for support at the start of the institution: “I
am convinced that as soon as you become aware
of its existence, your benevolence will be prompt
to applaud it, your piety draw you to subscribe,
and your charity compel you to contribute.”
Please consider joining us at these upcoming
opportunities to support CHS:

e Grandparents Day: Sunday, March 17, at 2
p.m. Join us for an enjoyable celebration in the
agym.

e School Liturgy: Tuesday, March 19, at 9:45 a.m.
Join us as we gather as a school community for
spiritual reflection the gym.

¢ Raising Cane’s Challenge: Wednesday, March
20, at select locations. Mention "I'm supporting
Catholic High School" when purchasing your
Cane’'s dinner, and 15% of proceeds benefit
CHS.

¢ 1894 Minute Challenge: From Thursday, March
21, to Friday, March 22, this dynamic, two-day
live-streamed event unites our community in
support of enhancing student experiences.
Your confributions deeply impact our students,
and all parents, alumni and friends are
encouraged fo donate.
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e Mission Pillar Prayer Service: Thursday, March
21, at 9 a.m. Join us at the Brother Donnan
Berry, S.C. Student Center Pavilion for a prayer
reflection on the pillars of the school’s
philosophy.

e Bearstone Bingo Ranch: Thursday, March 21, at
5:30 p.m. Dress in your best Yellowstone-
themed ouftfit and join us for Bingo in the
Brother Donnan Berry, S.C. Student Center.

e Rosary Prayer Service: Friday, March 22, at 7:45
a.m. in the Chapel.

¢ Challenge Watch Party: Friday, March 22, at
3:30 p.m. in the Brother Donnan Berry, S.C.
Student Center. Come support the Bears as
they take on the Red Stickers in the Annual

Challenge Day competitions. This is an aduli-
only event.

Your involvement in Advancement events is key to
our success! To assist or share ideas, please
contact J.P. Kelly “92 at jkelly@catholichigh.org.
Spread the word and engage in these enriching
events. Together, let's enhance our students’
experiences and uphold the mission of the Brothers
of the Sacred Heart.



mailto:jkelly@catholichigh.org

Catholic Hig_]h School

2024-2025 School Calendar

August 2024 January 2025
M T W T F M T W T F
O @
5 6 7 8 9 [6] 7 8 9 70
12 13 14 15 16 13 14 15 16 17
19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24
26 27 28 29 30 27 28 29 30 31
September 2024 February 2025
M T W T F M T W T F
@ 4 5 6 3 4 5 6 7
" 11 12 13 10 11 12 13 14
%6 17 18 19 20 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 24 25 26 27
30
October 2024 March 2025
M T W T F M T W T
1 2 3 4
7 8 9 10 11 %) QP @ g? @
15 16 17 18 17 18 19 20 21
21 22 23 24 25 24 25 26 27 28
28 29 30 31 31
November 2024 April 2025
M T W T F M T W T F
1 1 2 3 4
4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10
12 13 14 (15 14 15 16 17 (18)
18 19 20 21 2 @? g? (25)
® & & % 5
December 2024 May 2025
M T W T F M T W T F
2 3 4 5 6 1 2
9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9
16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16
23) @ @ &) 19 20 21 22 23
(30 26 27 28 29 30

Important Date
Aug. 1-2

Aug. 5-6

Aug. 7

Aug. 8

Sept. 2

Sept. 3

Oct. 11

Oct. 13-14
Nov. 11

Nov. 14

Nov. 15

Nov. 25-29
Dec. 17-20
Dec. 20

Dec. 23 - Jan.3

s 2024

Faculty & Staff Prof. Development
Student Orientation

1st day of school for 8th & 9th grades
1st day of school for all students
Labor Day holiday

Prof. Dev. (no school for students)
End of 1st Quarter

Senior Retreat

Faculty & Staff Retreat

Open House

Fresman Retreat, no classes
Thanksgiving holidays

1st semester examinations

1st semester ends

Christmas holidays

Important Dates 2025

Jan. 6
Jan.7
Jan. 20
Feb. 28
Mar. 14
Mar. 3-7
Mar. 17

Mar. 18

Apr. 18-25
May 2-7
May 17
May 19-22
May 22
May 23

Faculty & Staff Development
2nd semester classes begin
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday
Faculty Day of Experience

3rd Quarter Ends

Mardi Gras holidays

Junior Retreat/9th & 10th grade
testing/Career Day
Sophomore Retreat/11th grade
testing/Senior Olympics

Easter holidays

Senior final examinations
Graduation

2nd semester examinations
2nd semester ends

Record Day

Legend:

Circles indicate h

olidays for students and faculty.

Squares indicate holidays for students; professional development for faculty and staff.

Exams




CHS PSAT/NMSQT PREPARATION PROGRAM

As part of our continuing effort to prepare students to succeed on standardized tests, Catholic High will offer a
special preparation program for the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). It is through this test that students compete for the honor of being recognized as
National Merit Semifinalist or a National Merit Commended Student. This test is also the vehicle through which
qualified students earn the opportunity to compete for National Merit Scholarships.

Mrs. Christy Kessler will be the workshop presenter. The workshop will include six sessions:

PSAT Workshop 2024
Workshop # 1 Saturday, March 9 or Sunday, March 10
9 am to noon lpmto4pm
Workshop # 2 Saturday, April 20 or Sunday, April 21
9 am to noon lpmto4pm
Workshop # 3 Saturday, May 11 or Sunday, May 12
9 am to noon lpmto4pm

MAKEUP SESSIONS | Workshop #1 Makeup
Wednesday, July 24

9 am to noon

Workshop #2 Makeup
Thursday, July 25
9 am to noon

Workshop #3
Friday, July 26
9 am to noon

Workshop # 4 Saturday, August 24 or Sunday, August 25
9 am to noon 1pmto4 pm
Workshop #5 Saturday, September 21 or Sunday, September 22
9 am to noon l1pmto4 pm
Workshop # 6 Saturday, October 5 or Sunday, October 6
MOCK EXAM 9amto 12:30 pm 1 pmto 4:30 pm

All sessions will be held in Room 171 at CHS. The $215 course fee includes all course materials.

Any current sophomore may take this course. Registration is available online at mychs.catholichigh.org
or you may bring the form below to the Main Office with the course fee of $215 by Friday, March 8.
For more information, please email Mrs. Kessler at ckessler@catholichigh.org.

PSAT WORKSHOP 2024

Registration is available online at mychs.catholichigh.org for CHS families. For non-CHS students, please detach
and return this portion to the Main Office with a check for $215 made payable to “Catholic High School.”

Please register (student name)

Student Email: (please print)

Parent Name: (please print)

Parent Email Address: (please print)
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