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PSAT/NMSQT

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf

Score Report Resources

College Board 
provides families 
with resources to 
understand testing

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf


3

Get to Know the PSAT/NMSQT®

• The PSAT/NMSQT focuses on the skills and knowledge at the heart of 
your education.  It measures:

- What you learn in high school
- What you need to succeed in college

• The PSAT/NMSQT measures reading, writing and language, and math 
skills developed over many years. 

• The PSAT/NMSQT does not ask for facts from literature, history, or 
science, or for recall of math formulas, because it measures your 
reasoning and critical thinking skills.

• You don’t have to discover secret tricks or cram the night before.

• There is no penalty for guessing.

• The test length is 2 hours, 14 minutes.
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What to expect with the digital PSAT/NMSQT

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yljPogCcKrY
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What Are the Benefits of
Taking the
PSAT/NMSQT®?

• High School Course Selection (CCHS)

• Prepare for the SAT®

• Get free, personalized Official SAT Practice 
on Khan Academy® 

• Start getting ready for college with college 
and career planning tools

• Enter the National Merit® Scholarship 
Program

• Private Scholarship Qualification

• See which AP® courses for which you 
might be ready

• Get admission and financial aid 
information from colleges
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How Do I Access My Online PSAT/NMSQT® Scores and 
Reports?

Log in to an existing College Board account or create a new one at studentscores.collegeboard.org.

http://studentscores.collegeboard.org/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJEeKZxLjpA
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What Will I Learn About My Scores?

Total Score

Section Score

Score Ranges
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How Do I See My 
Detailed Scores?



10

Putting Scores in Context

Selection Index

Score Insights

Knowledge & Skills
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What Will I 
Learn About My 
Scores?

READING
and 
WRITING
SKILLS
PERFORMANCE
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What Will I Learn 
About My 
Scores?

MATH
SKILLS 
PERFORMANCE
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How Did My Score Measure 
Against the Benchmarks?

Families can compare student scores to 
the grade-level benchmarks to help 
them: 

• Understand their unique path to 
success in college and career 
readiness.

• Identify areas where they may need 
extra support while there is still time 
for improvement.

• Consider their readiness for more 
challenging coursework
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What Is the National Merit® Scholarship Program?
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Using SCOIR
Students use SCOIR to 
review test scores and 
use Scattergrams to 
determine if a college is a 
Likely, Target, or Reach.
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Reading a 
Scattergram



What Are My Next Steps?
• Continue to appropriately challenge yourself at 

school
• Link PSAT scores with Khan Academy®

• Set up a practice plan and stick to it
• Register for the SAT (Spring Junior Year)
• Utilize Scoir to research and prepare for college
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Further College Board Guidance

BigFuture School
• See your scores 
• Free mobile app for Digital 

PSAT/NMSQT  
• Quick test score delivery
• Career planning 
• Financial Aid & Scholarships

Connections
• Match with nonprofit colleges 

and scholarship programs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EBLaG5yIvs
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Official SAT® Practice with 
Khan Academy®— It’s FREE!

▪ Go to satpractice.org and create a free 
account.

▪ Link your College Board account to Khan 
Academy to get personalized 
recommendations. 

▪ Create a study plan. Select a test date 
and set up a practice schedule.

http://satpractice.org/
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How Can I Practice with Khan 
Academy®?
• Thousands of practice questions and videos 

covering every SAT® concept

• Eight official, full-length SAT practice tests with more 
to come

• Personalized recommendations based on each 
student’s strengths and weaknesses

• Tailored practice schedule mapping out each 
students’ path to test day

• SAT tips and strategies, sharing information about 
each part of the test
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Digital SAT

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPFseETCcKo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPFseETCcKo


Thank
You.


