
MAY 2024 ELECTION
Operating Millage (Non-Homestead) 

& Hold-Harmless Renewal



May 2024 Election

The Midland Public Schools will be 
asking the voters to RENEW the 
current Non-Homestead and Hold 
Harmless millages for a period of 10 
years (in place since 1994)



History:  Operating Millage 
(Non-Homestead)

Proposal A (1994):  Schools are funded based on the 
number of students enrolled x. the state foundation 
allowance.
23-24 Prediction:  7411 x $9730 = $72,109,030*

Proposal A (1994): All public school districts in 
Michigan must seek approval to levy up to 18 mills 
on non-homestead properties (second homes, 
businesses, etc.) to contribute to the foundation 
allowance. 

The state will not make up revenues that are not 
collected via. a non-homestead assessment.

*There are other sources of funding (Federal, ‘Categoricals’, etc.)



Foundation Allowance 
Revenue

23-24 Estimate:  $72,109,030 
State will Provide:  $52,923,535
Local Revenue (NH):  $19,185,495

Local Revenue 
(NH)

State Funding

State:   73%
Local:  27%



History:  Operating Millage 
(Non-Homestead)

IS NOT:  A tax increase
IS NOT:  A new tax
IS NOT:  A tax on a primary residence

IS: Essential for MPS to be able to provide the level 
of academic programming and co/extra-curricular 
opportunities that our stakeholders expect.



Operating Millage Helps to Provide 
Innovative Programming for All

• All MPS Elementary Schools are International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Programme and Project Lead the Way certified schools

• PATHS – Alternative Path to Diploma Program and Virtual Courses

• ALPS – Advanced Learning Program for Students (Grades 1-6)
• World Language Courses (Mandarin, Spanish, German, French) 

including 14 high school world language courses students can choose 
• Early Middle College Program
• 46 Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
      courses offered at the high school level

     (Pictured: the Auto Tech Program)



Operating Millage Helps to Provide 
Innovative Programming for All

• 80+ Clubs/Organizations offered at MPS 
high schools

• 45 Athletic Teams offered in the District
• 15 Art/Music courses offered at the high 

school level

• Robotics Teams at all elementary 
and secondary schools, and a 
dedicated Robotics Center



History:   Hold-Harmless
- Proposal A (1994):  Schools that were funded above 
the established foundation at the time of Proposal A 
passage could ask their taxpayers for additional 
funding.
MPS voters authorized up to 5.6523 mills to be able to 
collect approximately $415 per student

- The Hold-Harmless millage has been renewed 
every 10 years since.  The rate assessed has 
significantly reduced due to legislative changes 
(MPS can only collect $122 per student now), 
increased property values, and declining enrollment.



History:   Hold-Harmless

•Most recent Hold Harmless Millage Assessment:

0.4531 Mills

•Anticipated Revenues:
7411 x. $122/student = $904,142*

*The amount will vary based on actual enrollment vs. predicted 
enrollment when the millage rate is established



History: Hold-Harmless
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MPS Hold Harmless Millage Rate History



History:  Hold-Harmless
IS NOT:  A tax increase
IS NOT:  A new tax

IS:  Historically decreasing rate
IS: Essential for MPS to be able to provide the level 
of academic programming and co/extra-curricular 
opportunities that our stakeholders expect.



Hold Harmless Millage Helps to 
Provide Quality Learning 

Opportunities for All
 Hold Harmless Millage funding provides support 

for staffing of all 11 MPS Schools, including the 
Carpenter Pre-Primary Center, where our 
youngest learners get the best start to their 
education



What is $20.2* million 
to MPS?

 Salaries for approximately 280 teachers (57% of 
the current MPS teaching staff)**
 For context:  

 - Salaries for all other employee groups (Administrators, 
Managers, Administrative Assistants, Paraprofessionals, 
Grounds/Trades, etc.): $13.6 million**  

 - All building and department supply and contracted 
service budgets:  $12.3 million

* Non-Homestead + Hold-Harmless Millage Revenues
** Wages only



Additional Information



QUESTIONS?
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