
Paying for 
College!!!

How to attend college with financial help



Let’s 
Discuss

What is Financial Aid

Sources and types of financial aid

How to apply for aid

Federal Aid

State Aid

Scholarships



Financial Aid

Types of Aid
➢Grants- Gift Aid

➢Scholarships- Gift Aid

➢Loans- Borrow Wisely

➢Work 
Study/Employment



How Much Can I Get?

• Complete the Federal Student Aid Estimator to help 
understand options for paying for college or career 
schools by providing an early estimate of how much 
federal student aid they may be eligible for. 

• Federal Student Aid Estimator | Federal Student Aid

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/


Free 
Application 
for Federal 
Student Aid 
(FAFSA)

• Definition: A FORM used to determine a student’s 
eligibility for financial aid from the federal and 
State government and/or institutional aid based 
on the family’s income and assets. 

• Usually available October 1 every year (Dec 31 this 
year) – student must complete every year until 
he/she completes college or career school.

• NOTE: You cannot receive money from the 
FAFSA.



FAFSA
FAFSA® Application | Federal Student Aid

Rising seniors should complete a 2024-
2025 FAFSA – with 2022 tax documents 

Eligible noncitizens can complete a 
FAFSA. 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


How to Create 
an FSA ID



What is an 
FSA ID?

•The FSA ID is a username and 
password you will use to 
complete the FAFSA as well as 
access other parts of 
studentaid.gov



Who needs to create an FSA ID?

Anyone who is required to provide information on the 
FAFSA

Students
All eligible students need 
FSA IDs to complete the 

FAFSA

Parent(s)
If parent information is required 

on the FAFSA



FSA ID Guidance for Contributors 

If parent information is required on the FAFSA, at least one parent will need an FSA ID

If parents are married but don’t file 
taxes together, both parents will 

need FSA IDs

If parents are married and file taxes 
together one parent will need an 

FSA ID

If parents are divorced or separated 
not living to the parent who 

provided more financial support in 
the last 12 months will need an FSA 

ID

If remarried, and parent and 
stepparent did not file taxes 
together, both parent and 

stepparent will need FSA ID’

If parents are married
If parents are divorced or 

separated not living together

The FAFSA considers the students 
parent to be their legal (biological 

or adoptive) parent.

If parents unmarried living 
together

If parents are unmarried and live 
together, both parents will need 

FSA IDs



What information do you need to 
create an FSA ID?

Each email address and phone number can only be associated with one FSA 
ID.

Full name

Date of Birth

Social Security Number
(if you have one)

Email address

Phone number (optional)

Permanent address



Creating an FSA 
ID



Studentaid.gov

1. Go to studentaid.gov
or scan the QR code

2. Click on “Create 
Account”

https://studentaid.gov/


Click “Get 
Started”

Remember, you need the following:

• Full name

• Date of birth

• Email address

• Social security number (if you have 
one)

• Permanent address

• Mobile phone (optional)



Enter personal 
information

• Add name exactly as it appears 
on social security card (or other 
official documentation)

• Add date of birth

• Enter social security number 
exactly as it appears on your 
social security card



Enter account 
information

• Create a username

• You can use any combination of 
numbers and/or upper and 
lowercase letters

• It cannot be 10 numbers (a phone 
number)

• Enter your email address

• Can only associated with one FSA 
ID

• Use an email address you will 
continue to have access to



Enter account 
information, cont’d
• Create a password

• Must be over 6 characters and 
contain at least one uppercase 
letter, one lowercase letter, and 
one number

• Cannot include your name, DOB, 
or SSN

• Save your username and password in a 
safe place

• Consider using a password 
manager

• A password protected note on your 
phone

• Any other ways you can securely 
save this information



Provide additional 
information

• Enter your permanent address

• Usually this is where you live

• Provide mobile phone number (highly 
recommended)

• This can help get into your account 
if you forget your password

• It also gives you the option to use 
it with two-step verification 

• If providing mobile phone, check the box 
to agree to use mobile phone for account 
access



Select communication 
preferences

• Select how you would like the 
Department of Education (the people 
who manage the FAFSA) to 
communicate with you

• We recommend by email to get 
communications as quickly as 
possible

• Identify your language preference 

• Options provided are English & 
Spanish



Provide challenge 
questions
& answers

• Challenge questions will help unlock 
your account if you forget your 
password

• Answers are not case sensitive

• Select questions that you are confident 
you have the answer to (your answer 
won’t change over time)



Confirm the information is correct and agree to terms



Enable Two-Step 
Verification

• Set up two-step verification for your FSA ID

• SMS (Text message)

• Email

• Authenticator App

• Start process by clicking “Verify” next to the 
option

• We recommend setting up all methods, so you 
have multiple options when logging in



Two-Step 
Verification: Email

• You should receive an email 
with the subject line 
“Action Required -Verify 
Your FSA ID Email Address”

• Can’t find it? Check 
spam/junk folder

• Enter 6-digit number from 
email, when prompted



Two-Step 
Verification: 

SMS

• Select “Verify” 
next to SMS 
Verification

• You will get a text 
message with a 
six-digit code

• Enter code when 
prompted and 
select “continue”



How to Use 
Authenticator App

• An authenticator app provides a unique secure code 
that you can use to log-in instead of receiving a 
code via text or email

• Need an authenticator app? Here are some free 
apps you can find available for apple and android:

• Duo Mobile

• Google Authenticator

• Download app (if needed)



Set Up Your Authenticator App

Click on “Set Up an Authenticator App”

Open your authenticator app

If camera option: Scan QR code

If no camera option: Enter code

Your authenticator app is now set up!



Did verification work?

Each type of verification you set up 
correctly will have a green check mark 
and say “verified”

We recommend setting up all three



Secure Backup Code

● The secure backup code will help 
you access your account if the 
other verification methods won’t 
work

● Make note (write it down or take 
a picture) of your backup code 
and store it somewhere safe

● Check the box once you have and 
click “Continue”



You have created your FSA 
ID!

• Your FSA ID is now created!

• In a few days you should receive an email about your 
SSA match - once you receive this your FSA ID will be 
fully functional

• You can now do the following

• Access your studentaid.gov account dashboard

• Start or contribute your information to a FAFSA 
(but we recommend you wait until it is verified)

• And more!



Next Steps

• Check your email over the next week to make sure 
your FSA ID is confirmed (if not, go back in and make 
any corrections/edits)

• Gather informationyou’ll need to provide on the 
FAFSA

• Start working on other steps:

• College list

• CSS Profile or institutional forms(if required)

• Continue searching for scholarships

https://www.uaspire.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=9acca628-d307-4483-b5a4-d12688f63e39


What’s Next?



Maryland 
State Aid

The Maryland Higher 
Education Commission 
(MHEC) administers state 
financial aid. 

MHEC’s Office of Student 
Financial Assistance (OSFA) 
administers over $120 
million of state financial aid



Maryland State Financial Aid 
Application

• ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

• MSFAA allows undocumented students who qualify for in-state 
tuition to apply for state aid. 

• Be considered for in-state tuition 

• Maryland resident 

• Graduated from a high school in the state or received the 
equivalent of a high school diploma in the state. 

• Has filed State income tax returns three (3) years prior to 
attending a college or university and every year afterwards 
while enrolled. 

• Must sign an affidavit 



MDCAPS

All seniors must have a MDCAPS account to receive State Financial Aid and 
complete a FAFSA or MSFAA – March 1



State Grants and 

Scholarships
➢ Guaranteed Access Grant - Up to $20,000

➢ Educational Assistance Grant - $3,000

➢ Senatorial Scholarship - $400 to $12,300

➢ Delegate Scholarship - $200 to $12,300

➢ 2+2 Transfer Scholarship

➢ Part-Time

➢ Richard W. Collins III Leadership with Honor Scholarship

➢ Teaching Fellows for Maryland Scholarship

➢ Workforce Shortage Student Assistance Grant



MARYLAND 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
PROMISE 

SCHOLARSHIP

Award Amount: Up to $5,000 

• How to Apply: 

• File the FAFSA or MSFAA by March 
1st; 

• Create a MDCAPS account; 

• Complete the Promise application in 
MDCAPS by July 15th; 

• Submit required documents by July 
15th; and 

• Check your mail/email for 
notifications from MHEC. 



MARYLAND 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
PROMISE 

SCHOLARSHIP

Eligibility Criteria:

• Had an annual adjusted gross income of not more 
than:

• $100,000 if the applicant is single or resides in a 
single-parent household; or 

• $150,000 if the applicant is married or resides in 
a two-parent household as defined by MHEC; 

• Has not earned a bachelor’s degree or an 
associate degree; and 

• Has not been awarded another educational 
grant or scholarship that covers the applicant’s 
full cost of attendance at the community 
college. 



Guaranteed Access Grant

• Award Amount: up to $20,000

• Application Process

• Student must:

• • File the FAFSA or MSFAA as early as October 1st , no later 
than March 1st . Student must include a Maryland college or 
university on the FAFSA to be considered;

• • Create a MDCAPS account;

• • Check their mail/email for notifications from MHEC; and

• • Submit required documents by April 1st .



Educational Assistance Grant
• Award Amount: up to $3,000

• Application Process

• Student must:

• • File the FAFSA or MSFAA as early as October 1st , no later than March 1 st . Student must 
include a Maryland college or university on the FAFSA to be considered;

• • Create a MDCAPS account;

• • Check their mail/email for notifications from MHEC; and

• • Submit required documents (if required) by March 1st . Awards are based on EFC.

• If awarded, students must accept their award within the allotted timeframe.



Campus Based 
Educational 
Assistance 
Grant

• Award Amount: up to $3,000

• Application Process

• Student must:

• File the FAFSA or MSFAA as early as October 1st , 
no later than March 1st . Student must include a 
Maryland college or university on the FAFSA to be 
considered;

• Create a MDCAPS account;

• Contact the financial aid office at the college or 
university that the student plans to enroll;

• Check their mail/email for notifications from 
MHEC;

• Submit required documents (if required).

• Funding is limited



LEGISLATIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS

• Available to current high school seniors and full-time and 
parttime, degree-seeking undergraduate and graduate 
students. Students attending a private career school may also 
apply.

• Senatorial Scholarship

Award Minimum: $400 Award Maximum: $12,617

• Delegate Scholarship

Award Minimum: $200 Award Maximum: $12,300

• Apply to each delegate. Applications on Naviance once they 
are received!



Tuition Waivers

• Tuition Waiver for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

• Tuition Waiver for Foster Care Recipients

• Tuition Waiver for Students with Disabilities



CSS Profile
• Only specific programs and schools require this to 

be completed. It is a more in depth look at a family 
and noncustodial parent income.

• You must pay to process this.

• Do you complete unless required by the institution.

• Go to cssprofile.collegeboard.org



Scholarships

• Many places to search Scholarships

• Local Scholarships will be on Naviance and listed on 
announcements

• Community Foundation of Carroll County

• Community Foundation of Frederick County (Trumpower)

• Other search opportunities available (fast web, Go Merry)

• Check with Banks and Credit Unions, parent workplaces, local 
organizations, churches

• NEVER pay for a search option.



Next Steps

➢Both Student and Contributor/Parent create a FSA ID

➢Create a MHEC log in and Account

➢Begin FAFSA when open later this month (December 31)

➢Questions- FAFSA Presentation on January 10th at 
5:00 by Amanda Levin from Carroll Community 
College

➢Search Scholarships



For Questions:
Please complete this form and we will either 
get back to you or have the Financial Aid 

representative respond on Jan 10
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