
3rd, 4th and 5th grade Optical Illusions Spheres  
 
Materials: 
 

● Pencils 
● Crayons or colored pencils 
● Paper 

 
Summary: 
 
Students will draw curved lines to create the illusion of a sphere.  Students will use value to 
create a shadow behind the sphere.  Students will use complementary colors to create a 
pattern. 
 
Lesson Steps  
 

1. Draw a circle on your paper. 
 
 

2. Follow the picture directions below to draw lines inside your circle.  
Draw a straight vertical line and a straight horizontal line in the center of the circle. 
  

 
 
 
 



 
 

3. Draw two curved lines on each side of the vertical and horizontal lines.



 





 
4. Color inside the shapes.  

Challenge: use two complementary colors to create a checkerboard pattern. 

 
 

5. Use a ruler to draw a checkerboard behind your circles. Color the checkerboard. 



 
 

6. Use a black or brown colored pencil or crayon to add a dark value to create a shadow 
behind your circles.  

 


