
 

College Cost Common Sense - Alabama 
The dollar figure listed below each school is the estimated annual tuition, based on 15 credits per semester.   

Other costs – housing, food, books, and fees – should amount to about another $10,000 per year.   
The right-hand column lists merit-based academic scholarships and criteria necessary for eligibility.   

Additional need-based scholarships and grants – free money – are available to financially eligible families. 
 

OTC encourages each student to contribute, earning at least $3,500 annually and borrowing no more than $5,000 each year.  
Families with less than $160,000 in pre-tax income may also qualify for the $2,500 per year American Opportunity Tax Credit. 

$3,500 + $5,000 + $2,500 = “$11k paves the way” = the student’s annual contribution,  
which should make college much more affordable than most families believe. 

 

OTC recommends these strategies to get into the best college at the lowest cost: 
Take the ACT 4 times to get the highest score possible. 

Apply to at least 7 schools, or at least 3 schools if you are certain you will only be considering 2-year colleges.   
(More competition for your services = more generous scholarships.) 

Maintain a high GPA and class rank, and excel in at least one extracurricular activity. 
 

 - Check out OnToCollege’s America’s Most Affordable Colleges for more information about each 
school marked with the college counseling icon. 

 

Departmental or other scholarships may be found in the Scholarships section of each school’s web site. 
Figures are current as of February 2018. 

 

PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN ALABAMA 

Alabama A&M 
($4,804 including fees) § Students may apply for a variety of federal, state, and departmental scholarships. 

Alabama State University 
($11,068 including fees) 

§ Academic scholarships require an additional application and are renewable for up to eight 
semesters.  Minimum criteria for applicants are listed below: 
§ Presidential: Tuition, books, fees, and room and board; 3.75 GPA and 26 ACT 
§ Academic Excellence: Tuition, fees, and books; 3.51 GPA and 22 ACT 
§ Academic Incentive: Tuition and $500 book award; 3.0 GPA and 20 ACT 
§ Black and Gold: $2,000 or $4,000 per year; 2.75 GPA and 18 ACT 

Auburn University 
($10,968 including fees) 

§ Academic scholarships require an additional application.  Minimum criteria for applicants are 
listed below: 
§ Presidential Scholarship: Resident tuition over four years; 3.5 GPA and 33 ACT 
§ Founders Scholarship: $8,000/year for four years; 3.5 GPA and 30 ACT 
§ University Scholarship: $4,000/year for four years; 3.5 GPA and 28 ACT 
§ True Blue: $4,000/year for four years; 3.5 GPA and 26 ACT 
§ All Auburn: $2,000/year for four years; 3.5 GPA and 26 ACT 
§ Ever to Conquer: $5,000/year for four years; 3.0 GPA and financial qualification  

Auburn University  
at Montgomery 

($8,650 including fees)  

§ These freshman academic scholarships are automatically awarded: 
§ Warhawk Scholarship: $4,000/year for four years; 3.0 GPA and 25 ACT 
§ Achievement Scholarship: $2,000/year for four years; 3.0 GPA and 23 ACT 
§ Recognition Scholarship: $1,500/year for four years; 3.5 GPA and 20 ACT 
§ Opportunity Scholarship: $1,000/year for four years; 2.5 GPA and 18 ACT 

§ These freshman academic scholarships require an additional application: 
§ AUM Freshman Leadership Scholarship: $2,000 one-time award; must have 3.0 GPA and 20 

ACT to apply 
§ Deichelmann Memorial Scholarship: $10,000/year plus $500 annual book stipend and $2000 

one-time freshman summer stipend.  Must be in top 10% of HS class. 
§ Freshman Housing Scholarship: 50% spring semester housing costs and 100% of summer 

housing costs.  Must have a 3.0 GPA and 23 ACT to be apply. 
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Jacksonville State University 
($9,270)  

§ Freshman academic scholarships are automatically awarded based on ACT and GPA.  Amounts 
listed are total tuition costs paid per year, renewable for four years. 
§ Academic Prestige Scholarship – 31+ ACT 

§ 3.0 GPA = $10,000/year and on-campus housing for four years 
§ Academic Excellence Scholarships – 29-30 ACT 

§ 3.75 GPA = $10,000/year; 3.5 GPA = $9,500/year, 3.25 GPA = $9,000/year, 3.0 GPA = 
$8,500/year 

§ Academic Merit Scholarships – 26-28 ACT 
§ 3.75 GPA = $8,000/year; 3.5 GPA = $7,500/year; 3.25 GPA = $6,250/year, 3.0 GPA = 

$5,000/year 
§ Academic Scholarships – 23-25 ACT 

§ 3.75 GPA = $3,500/year, 3.5 GPA = $3,000/year, 3.25 GPA = $2,500/year, 3.0 GPA = 
$2,000/year 

Troy University 
($9,480) 

§ Millennium Scholar: $11,000-15,000/year, need 32 ACT and 3.7 GPA to apply 
§ Chancellor’s Award: $7,000-10,000/year, need 28 ACT and 3.5 GPA to apply 

University of Alabama 
($11,580 including fees) 

§ Academic scholarships aware automatically awarded and renewable for four years 
§ Presidential Elite Scholar – 4.0 GPA and 36 ACT: Tuition for four years, one year on-campus 

housing, $1,000/year for four years, $2,000 one-time summer research or international study 
allowance, $500/year book scholarship for four years 

§ Presidential Scholar – 3.5 GPA and 32 ACT: $10,470/year 
§ Foundation in Excellence Scholar – 3.5 GPA and 30 ACT: $8,000/year 
§ Collegiate Scholar – 3.5 GPA and 28 ACT: $5,000/year 
§ Capstone Scholar – 3.5 GPA and 27 ACT: $4,000/year 
§ UA Legends – 3.5 GPA and 26 ACT: $2,500/year 
§ Crimson Achievement Scholar – 3.5 GPA and 25 ACT: $2,000/year 

University of  
Alabama at Birmingham  

($10,410) 

§ Academic scholarships are awarded automatically: 
§ Presidential Recognition – Full tuition and fees; 30 ACT and 3.5 GPA 
§ Collegiate Honors - $5,500/year; 27 ACT and 3.5 GPA or 30 ACT and 3.0 GPA 
§ UAB Breakthrough - $3,000/year; 24 ACT and 3.5 GPA 
§ UAB Achievement - $2,000/year; 20 ACT and 3.5 GPA or 24 ACT and 3.0 GPA 

University of  
Alabama in Huntsville 

($9,356) 

§ Academic scholarships are awarded automatically: 
§ Excellence: 34 ACT and 4.0+ GPA = 100% tuition plus on-campus housing 
§ Distinction: 30 ACT and 3.5 GPA = 100% tuition 
§ Scholar: 
§ 28 ACT and 4.0+ GPA = 67% tuition 
§ 25 ACT and 4.0+ GPA = 50% tuition 
§ 28 ACT and 3.5 GPA = 45% tuition 
§ 25 ACT and 3.5 GPA = 40% tuition 

§ Achievement: 
§ 34 ACT and 3.0 GPA = 50% tuition 
§ 30 ACT and 3.0 GPA = 45% tuition 
§ 25 ACT and 3.0 GPA = 35% tuition 

University of Montevallo 
($12,400 including fees) 

§ Admitted students may be considered for academic scholarships by completing the online 
application. 

University of  
North Alabama  

($8,310) 

§ Academic Excellence Scholarships are automatically awarded: 
§ 30 ACT:  4.0 GPA = $8,000, 3.5 GPA = $6,500, 3.0 GPA = $6,000 
§ 27 ACT: 4.0 GPA = $6,500, 3.5 GPA  $6,000, 3.0 GPA = $4,500 
§ 25 ACT: 4.0 GPA = $5,500, 3.5 GPA = $5,000, 3.0 GPA = $3,500 
§ 22 ACT: 4.0 GPA = $3,000, 3.5 GPA = $2,500, 3.0 GPA = $2,000 
§ 20 ACT: 4.0 GPA = $2,000, 3.5 GPA = $1,500, 3.0 GPA = $1,000 
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University of South Alabama 
($9,390) 

§ The application to the university also serves as the application for these academic scholarships.  
Must have 3.0 GPA and listed ACT to be considered. 
§ Presidential: 33 ACT – full tuition and $2,000/year for four years plus a $2,000 one-time 

study abroad experience award 
§ Provost’s:  32 ACT– full tuition for four years plus a $1,000 one-time study abroad 

experience award 
§ Dean’s:  30 ACT - $8,000/year for four years 
§ Faculty: 28 ACT - $5,000/year for four years 
§ University: 24 ACT - $3,500/year for four years 
§ Achievement: 23 ACT - $2,500/year for four years 
§ Bay Area: 21 ACT - $1,500 one time (must reside in Mobile or Baldwin counties) 

University of  
West Alabama  

($7,614) 

§ Trustee Academic Awards are automatically awarded and renewable up to four years.  “On-
campus residency is required for two years to maintain full value.” 
§ Trustee Excellence Award:  31 ACT = $10,000/year 
§ President’s Award:  29 ACT = $5,500/year 
§ Dean’s Award:  27 ACT = $4,500/year 
§ Director’s Award: 25 ACT = $3,500/year 
§ Counselor’s Award: 23 ACT = $2,500/year 
§ Tiger Achievement Award: 21 ACT = $1,500/year 
§ UWA Dual Enrollment: 19 ACT and 3.0 GPA = $500/year 

  

PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN ALABAMA 

Birmingham Southern College 
($17,750 including fees) 

§ Incoming first-year students are automatically considered for academic scholarships. 

Columbia College (MO) – 
Redstone Arsenal Campus 

($7,500) 
§ A variety of scholarship opportunities are available on the college’s website. 

Concordia College Alabama 
($9,920) 

§ Presidential Scholarship:  26 ACT and 3.9 GPA or HS valedictorian, plus demonstrated 
community service and participation in extra curricular activities required.  Covers 
tuition, books, room and board.  Requires separate application. 

§ Academic Scholarships (dollar amounts listed are maximum awards) 
§ 3.75 GPA and 24 ACT – $6,500 
§ 3.5 GPA and 23 ACT –$4,000 
§ 3.25 GPA and 20 ACT - $2,500 
§ 3.0 GPA and 18 ACT - $1,500 

Faulkner University 
($9,580) 

§ Students who have been accepted for admission will be considered for the following 
academic scholarships: 
§ Founder’s Award: 28 ACT = $8,000 
§ Trustee’s Award: 23 ACT = $7,000 
§ President’s Award: 21 ACT = $6,000 
§ Dean’s Award: 18 ACT = $5,000 
§ Faulkner Award: less than 18 ACT = $4,000 

Heritage Christian University 
($10,152) 

§ Legacy Scholarship – selected students receive the remaining cost of tuition after the 
student’s Pell Grant, if any, is applied. 

§ High School Honors – HS Valedictorian or Salutatorian receive ½ off tuition 
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Huntingdon College 
($25,900) 

§ Merit scholarships: $25,900, require 26 ACT and 3.75 GPA to apply 
§ Honors Scholarships (awarded automatically) 
§ President A.A. Lipscomb Scholarship - $14,000, requires 24 ACT and 3.3 GPA 
§ Agnew Scholarship - $13,500, requires 24 ACT and 3.0 GPA 
§ James W. Wilson Jr. Scholarship - $11,500, requires 22 ACT and 3.0 GPA 

Huntsville Bible College 
($5,250) 

§ Limited scholarships are available for students who may not be able to pay full tuition.  
A letter of recommendation from the student’s pastor is required. 

Judson College 
($16,736) 

§ A number of institutional scholarships are available to admitted students. 

Miles College 
($11,604 including fees) 

§ Presidential Scholarship – tuition, fees, room and board for four years; requires 3.7 GPA 
and 24 ACT to be considered 

§ Dean A Scholarship - $2,500/year; requires 3.1 GPA and 20 ACT to be considered 
§ Dean B Scholarship - $1,500/year; requires 3.0 GPA and 18 ACT to be considered 

Oakwood University 
($7,857) 

§ Tier 1 Academic Recruitment Scholarships are awarded based on GPA and ACT: 
§ Platinum: $16,250/year; 3.9 GPA and 26 ACT 
§ Premier 2: $12,000/year; 3.75 GPA and 22 ACT 
§ Prestige 2: $10,000/year; 3.5 GPA and 20 ACT 
§ Achievement 2: $6,000/year; 3.0 GPA and 18 ACT 

§ Tier 2 Academic Recruitment Scholarships are awarded based solely on GPA: 
§ Soaring: $9,500/year; 3.75 GPA 
§ Striving: $7,500/year; 3.5 GPA 
§ Forward: $5,000/year; 3.0 GPA 
§ Challenge: $2,500/year; 2.5 GPA 
§ Recruitment: $1,500/year; 2.0 GPA 

Samford University 
($31,650 including fees) 

§ Incoming students are automatically considered for academic scholarships of up to 
$15,000 per year. 

Selma University 
($7,020) 

§ Up to five academic scholarships of up to $2,000 each are awarded by each division of 
the University. 

Spring Hill College 
($35,312) 

§ All admitted students are automatically considered for merit based awards up to 
$28,000 per year based on GPA and test scores. 

§ Students with a 27 ACT and 3.5 GPA can apply to be Spring Hill Scholars and receive a 
full tuition and fees scholarship for four years. 

Stillman College 
($9,548) 

§ Academic scholarships require an additional application: 
§ Golden Ticket: up to $14,000; requires 3.8 GPA 
§ Eye of the Tiger: up to $9,000; requires 3.5 GPA 
§ Blue Elite: up to $3,000; requires 3.0 GPA 
§ Earn Your Stripes: up to $1,500; requires 2.5 

Talladega College 
($11,192) 

§ Students with a minimum 3.0 GPA will be considered for academic scholarships. 

Tuskeegee University 
($19,210) 

§ All students are automatically considered for academic scholarships: 
§ Distinguished Presidential: 3.5 GPA and 30 ACT = Full tuition, room, board, and 

$800 book stipend 
§ University Merit: 3.5 GPA and 28 ACT = Full tuition and $800 book stipend 
§ University Achievement: 3.5 GPA and 26 ACT = $10,000/year 
§ Tuskeegee University Grant: 3.0 GPA and 23 ACT = $5,000/year 
§ Alabama Incentive Grant: 3.0 GPA and 21 ACT = $5,000/year plus housing (only for 

qualified Alabama residents) 
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University of Mobile 
($21,010) 

§ Sample criteria for academic scholarships are based on the website’s calculator: 
§ Presidential: $12,00/year:  
§ 35 ACT and 3.0 GPA or 30 ACT and 3.5 GPA or 26 ACT and 4.0 GPA 

§ Founder’s: $10,000/year:  
§ 29 ACT and 3.0 GPA or 24 ACT and 3.5 GPA or 20 ACT and 4.0 GPA 

§ Dean’s: $8,000/year  
§ 25 ACT and 3.0 GPA or 20 ACT and 3.5 GPA 

§ University Scholarship: $6,000/year 
§ 20 ACT and 3.0 GPA 

 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL EDUCATION BOARD’S ACADEMIC COMMON MARKET 

Alabama residents can apply for in-state tuition at the following participating institutions.   
(Most schools only offer the reduced cost to students pursuing certain majors not available in their home state. 

Schools not offering programs to first-year students are excluded.) 
 

GEORGIA 
Abraham Baldwin Ag. College 
Armstrong Atlantic State Univ. 

Valdosta State University 
 

KENTUCKY 
Eastern Kentucky University 

Murray State University 
University of Kentucky 

Western Kentucky University  
 

LOUISIANA 
Louisiana State University 
Nicholls State University 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
University of New Orleans 

 
 

 
MARYLAND 

Univ. of MD, Baltimore County 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
Mississippi State University 

Mississippi University for Women 
Univ. of Southern Mississippi  

 
OKLAHOMA 

East Central University 
Oklahoma State Univ. – Stillwater . 

University of Central Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma 

 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Clemson University 

Univ. of South Carolina-Columbia 
 

 
TENNESSEE 

East Tennessee State University 
Middle Tennessee State University 

Tennessee State University 
Tennessee Tech University 

University of Memphis 
Univ. of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
University of Tennessee at Martin 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 
VIRGINIA 

Old Dominion University 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Bluefield State College 

Concord University 
West Virginia University 

 
 


