
TRANSISTIONAL KINDERGARTEN
INFORMATION PRESENTATION

Board of Education:
Diana Hill, Chris Forehan, Marlys Davidson, Meg Cutuli, Scott Fayette

Superintendent 
Dr. Andrew Pulver 



PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION

• Welcome families to Los Alamitos 
Unified

• Share District highlights and philosophy

• Overview of UTK program

• School registration process

• Busing/Before and After-school care 
options

• Answer questions 



Meet the District Team

Mrs. Ondrea Reed
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

EDUCATION SERVICES 

Dr. Ryan Weiss-Wright
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

HUMAN RESOURCES

Igniting Unlimited Possibilities



WHAT WE’RE ABOUT

§ 4 As: Academics, Athletics, Activities & the Arts
§ Strong school, community and parent partnerships 

§ Creating a culture where students love to come to 
school and love learning

§ Opening unlimited doors for students and our 
graduates

§ Creating connections for students 

§ Focus on results 

§ Focus on Innovation

Los Alamitos Unified School District 

Igniting Unlimited Possibilities



Los Alamitos High School
Home of the Griffins

Hopkinson
Elementary 

Los Alamitos
Elementary

Lee 
Elementary

Rossmoor
Elementary

Weaver 
Elementary

McGaugh
Elementary

Oak Middle School
Home of the Lions

McAuliffe Middle School
Home of the Eagles

Los Alamitos Unified School District 
PK-12 Unified School District

One High School
Two Middle Schools

Six Elementary Schools



DISTRICT AT-A-GLANCE
Los Alamitos Unified School District 

Igniting Unlimited Possibilities

§ All Schools are California Distinguished Schools
§ State testing results among highest in California:

§ 20+ years of raking in the top Districts in Orange 
County

§ 92% Post-Secondary Enrollment Rate

§ 80% CSU/UC A-G Completion 

§ 100% Graduation Rate – Class of 2023! 

§ Award winning Athletics, Activities and Arts programs 



It’s the Beginning of an 
Exciting Journey!

WELCOME GRIFFIN CLASS OF 2038… 



FRANCIS HOPKINSON ELEMENTARY

Mr. Jason Farvour
PRINCIPAL 

12582 Kensington Road, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Huskies 



LOS ALAMITOS ELEMENTARY

10862 Bloomfield Street, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Tigers 

Mrs. Jenny Padilla
PRINCIPAL 

Mrs. Nadia Williams
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 



RICHARD HENRY LEE ELEMENTARY

Mr. Gary Willems
PRINCIPAL 

11481 Foster Road, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Leopards 



WEAVER ELEMENTARY

Dr. Todd Schmidt 
PRINCIPAL 

11872 Weatherby Road, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Whales



ROSSMOOR ELEMENTARY

Mrs. Amy Coltey
PRINCIPAL 

3272 Shakespeare Drive, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Knights 



McGAUGH ELEMENTARY

1698 Bolsa Avenue, Los Alamitos 90720
Home of the Sea Lions

Mrs. Wendy Wood
PRINCIPAL 

Mr. Rick Larson 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 



UNIVERSAL TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN VS.  
TRADITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

Regular Kindergarten
Child must turn five years old on or before 

September 1, 2024

§ 1-year Kindergarten program

§ Students focus on mastery of ALL
content standards and the program 
is designed to prepare students to 
enter first grade the following school 
year

Universal Transitional Kindergarten (TK)
Child must turn five years old on or between 

Sept. 2, 2024 – June 2,  2025

§ Steppingstone between preschool 
and kindergarten

§ Students are actively engaged in play-
based activities that are connected to 
theme-based, integrated curriculum

§ Focus on TK Learning 
Domains: Social-emotional, English 
Language Arts, Mathematics and 
English Language Development

What’s the difference? 



LOS ALAMITOS UTK 
PROGRAM

§ Create a Love of School & 
Learning

§ Promote Behaviors of a 
Learner 

§ Social Emotional Health
§ Focus on Learning Readiness
§ Build Confidence 
§ Foster Friendships
§ Partner with Parents

Capable, Confident, Cared About



Universal Transitional Kindergarten

• Engaging, promotes movement, and is responsive to the diverse backgrounds 
and experiences of transitional kindergarteners.

• Students are actively engaged in play-based activities that are connected to 
theme-based, integrated curriculum.

• Explicit instruction is often done in small groups and for short chunks of time.

• Gradual Release Model – I do, we do, you do…

• Multiple opportunities for success and explorations

• Builds on an environment of curiosity and questions 

Classroom Environment 



UTK vs. KINDERGARTEN

• Age difference (4-5 years of age vs. 5-6 years of age)
• Focus of Curriculum 
• Goal of school year
• Student matriculate to Kindergarten from UTK
• Enrollment based on birthdate

UTK

2023-2024
Age 5  by April 2

2024 – 2025 
Age 5 by June 2 

2025 – 2026 
Age 4 by Sept 1   

Assembly Bill 130

All students remain in UTK for the school year.  
There is no continuance in UTK, and Kindergarten students, 

who have previously completed UTK, cannot continue in 
Kindergarten an additional year.  

Anticipate 
increasing the 
number of UTK 

classrooms to meet 
enrollment needs. 



What is the difference between
UTK and Kindergarten?

Student Age

Universal TK Kindergarten

4 Year Olds 5 Year Olds

Class Size
(Student/Staff Ratio)

1:12 1:24

Teacher 
Credentialing

Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential & 

Early Childhood Authorization

Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential



UTK Curriculum & Program Focus

Program Focus
Universal TK Kindergarten

Based on TK Learning Domains:
§ Social-Emotional Development
§ Language & Literacy 
§ Cognition: Math & Science
§ Self-Regulation
§ Physical Development 

(Alignment between the Preschool Learning 
Foundations and the California 

Kindergarten Common Core Standards)

California Common Core State 
Standards for Kindergarten:
§ English Language Arts
§ Mathematics
§ History Social Science
§ Science 

Preparing 
students for 
Kindergarten 

success.

Preparing students for 

1st Grade success. 

The State of California announced 
that in July 2024 there will be a 

release of new UTK standards for 
instruction. 



UTK Student Reporting

Student Reporting
(Report Card)Universal TK Kindergarten

Developmental Continuum of Progress:
§ Exploring (EX)
§ Building 1 (BD-1)
§ Building 2 (BD-2)
§ Building 3 (BD-3)
§ Integrating (INT)

Standards-based report card:
Performance Level Marks
§ 1 – Limited Not Meeting Standard
§ 2 – Approaching Standards
§ 3 – Meets Standards 

Effort Marks
§ S – Satisfactory 
§ A – Approaching  
§ N – Needs Improvement



Student Reporting
Universal TK

§ Exploring (EX)
§ Building 1 (BD-1)
§ Building 2 (BD-2)
§ Building 3 (BD-3)
§ Integrating (INT)



Student Reporting
Kindergarten



Typical Day in 
UTK

8:00AM – 1:25PM 

8:00AM - 10:00AM  
Language & Literacy 

Exploration   

10:00AM - 10:15AM
RECESS (Snack/Play) 

10:15AM - 11:15AM
Numbers & Cardinality Exploration  

11:15AM - 12:00PM
LUNCH (Eat/Play)  

12:00PM - 1:25PM
Rotating Exploration Blocks



WELCOME BACK 
CONFERENCES

WELCOME BACK CONFERENCES*
August 19 – August 30

Minimum Day Schedule

September 3: 
Regular Kindergarten Dismissal Begins 

August 14: First Day of School (Early Dismissal)
August 15 - 16: Minimum Day Schedule

*Weaver follows an alternate calendar. 



SCHOOL SITE MEET & GREETS

§ Lee Elementary – May 15 @ 5:00PM
§ Hopkinson Elementary – May 9 @ 5:00PM
§ Los Alamitos Elementary – May 16 @ 5:00PM
§ McGaugh Elementary – May 15 at 5:00PM
§ Weaver Elementary – May 9 at 5:00PM
§ Rossmoor Elementary – May 2 @ 5:00PM

PARENTS 
ONLY



LAEF offers a variety of afterschool and summer enrichment classes for all grade 
levels. Check out their website for summer program information and registration.

After School & Summer Enrichment 
Extended Learning Opportunities On-Site at Los Al Schools

laef4.kids.org



UTK/KINDERGARTEN 
ENROLLMENT

FEBRUARY 5 – FEBRUARY 9, 2024

Enrollment for 
District Residents Only



SCHOOL OF RESIDENCE
Home address determines school placement. 

 
Traditional Calendar Schools (August 14 – June 5)

Hopkinson, LAE, Lee, McGaugh, Rossmoor

Modified Calendar (July 31 – June 5)
Weaver Elementary School
(Only Non-Boundary School)



SCHOOL LOCATOR

LOSAL.ORG

Home address determines school placement. 
 

Click here to locate your 
school of residence.



ENTER YOUR HOME ADDRESS



WHAT’S NEEDED 
TO ENROLL

§ Age Verification (Copy of Birth Certificate/Record, Passport or Parent/Guardian Affidavit)

§ Photo Identification for Parent/Legal Guardian

§ Up-to-Date Immunizations (Submit your current immunization record when you enroll; the 
full required kindergarten vaccines are not needed to initially enroll, but MUST be provided 
by June 15)

§ Physical completed no earlier than February 1, 2024, for Weaver 
§ Physical completed no earlier than or February 14, 2024, for all other schools 

§ Two forms of Verification of Proof of Residency:
§ Mortgage Statement, Lease Agreement, Utility Bill 

§ (3) Completed District Forms 



STEPS FOR 
ENROLLMENT

Log onto www.losal.org and select the following to 
download and complete all forms:
1. Site Shortcuts
2. Enrollment
3. Universal TK/Kindergarten Enrollment 
(Hard copies available at school offices if needed.)

§ Oral Health Assessment Form
§ Physical Health Assessment Form 
§ Universal TK/Kindergarten Information Sheet 

Three forms above must be printed, completed and 
submitted electronically. 



ORAL HEALTH 
ASSESSMENT FORM 



PHYSICAL HEALTH 
ASSESSMENT FORM 



UTK/KINDERGARTEN 
INFORMATION 

SHEET

 

   
Los Alamitos Unified School District 

UNIVERSAL TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN & KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION SHEET 
 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

 

Your child will soon begin an exciting adventure in learning in Los Alamitos Unified School District.  The Universal 

Transitional Kindergarten (UTK)/Kindergarten program will provide your child with many opportunities to develop 

social/emotional academic and physical skills.  In order to design a program to meet your child’s unique needs, we are asking for 

your help.  Please take a few minutes to complete the following information: 

 

Child’s Name _____Birth Date _____________Age _____Sex   M    F 

 (Please Print)              First                               Last                                               (Month/Day/Year) 

Address _________________________________________________________ Telephone ______________________  

Parent/Guardian Name ____________________________ Parent/Guardian Name _________________________ 

Work Phone ______________________________________    Work Phone ___________________________________ 

My child currently lives with:  Mother ____ Father ____ Step Mother ____ Step Father ____ Other _______________ 

 1. What name do you want your child to be called at school? ______________________________________________ 

 2. Does your child prefer using right hand?                   left hand?                  or both? ___________________________                

 3. What time does your child go to bed?   Arise? ___________________________ 

 4. Does your child dress himself/herself? _____________________________________________________________ 

 5. Has your child had frequent play experiences with other children? _______________________________________ 

  Same age  Older _________________ Younger __________________________ 

 6. What are your child’s interests? (drawing, building, stories, music) ______________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 7. How would you describe your child’s usual temperament at home? (e.g., happy, stubborn) ___________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 8. Names and ages of brothers and sisters. ___________________________________________________________ 

 9. List anything else about your child/family that would be beneficial to the teacher: _________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What was your child’s first language?               English                Spanish      _________________________Other 

11. How does your child feel about coming to school? __________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 12. Has your child attended preschool? _____ How many months? ________ How many hours weekly? __________                      

Which preschool? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 13. Does your child have any special health conditions? (e.g. vision, hearing, physical limitations, allergies, seizures,  

  corrective shoes, medication, etc.)    _____________________________ 

14. Is there any other information that would help us better understand your child? ____________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. What do you hope your child will gain from this UTK/Kindergarten experience? ___________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________I would be willing to volunteer in my child’s classroom. 

________I would be willing to volunteer in my child’s classroom and complete work at home. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________ Date _________________________ 

Updated 1/26/22                                               



STEPS FOR 
ENROLLMENT

• Print and complete all required documents previously reviewed
• Visit losal.org 

Ø Site Shortcuts        
Ø Enrollment         
Ø Enrollment Requirements/Enroll New Student

• Scroll down the entire page
      and at the very bottom select New Student 
• Follow the prompts to create an account



STEPS FOR 
ENROLLMENT

Families interested in attending a school other than their home school, will need 
to follow additional steps to select an alternate school as their ”Preferred 
School”.  Since Weaver is a non-boundary school, all families interested in 

attending Weaver will need to select a “Preferred School”. 

• Your home school will be assigned to you based on your address
• Complete all questions, upload documents, and submit 
• Schools will contact families with next steps in Spring 

- C o n t i n u e d - 



SELECTING A PREFFERED SCHOOL

Step One: Complete the home school enrollment 
process that was just reviewed

Step Two: Return to losal.org 
Ø Site Shortcuts        
Ø Enrollment         
Ø Intradistrict Transfers
Ø Elementary Intradistrict Request Form

• Complete all questions and submit before February 9, 
2024

• Transfers are accepted based on space availability
• Parents will be contacted by the end of February 

regarding status of transfer request 

A School Other Than Your Home School



LAUSD Extended Day Care
Yolanda Mortensen, Program Supervisor

Kids Korner Available 
at ALL Los Al Schools. 



FOR EXTENDED DAY CARE 
Information & Registration 

Losal.org



TRANSPORTATION
Have your child take the bus to and from school. 

 

Click here for 
busing information.



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US 
Welcome to the Los Al Family!

GENERAL QUESTIONS
Interdistrict Permit Process
*February 1 via zoom at 6PM. 

You can register at losal.org under Interdistricts. 


