
Our Vision

Our Specialist Facility is a therapeutic hub offering young 
people with identified SEN needs a safe space and access to 
trusted adults throughout the school day. The Cove offers
learners additional, bespoke provision to aid their learning in 
the mainstream classroom, to support their progress across 
the curriculum and to develop their strategies for academic 

resilience.

‘Academic Resilience’
The Rig

The RIG is a smaller room in The Cove which offers an opportunity for 
students to reset following challenges in their mainstream lessons. It 

enables them to reflect on current barriers before reintegrating them 
back into lessons. Students can be placed in The Rig for short periods 

or longer periods, depending on their needs. There are spaces for 5 
students, with ‘hot seats’ for up to 2 students a day. 

The RIG is accessible to students with identified SEN needs – notjust
young people who have a Specialist Facility place. 

Allocation to our Specialist Facility

In order for a student to have a funded place within our specialist 
facility, it must be allocated by the Local Authority and students must 
have an Education Health and Care Plan.  Before students are allocated 
to our facility, a consultation will be sent so that we can review whether 

our provision is best suited to meet the needs of the young person. 
Our Specialist Facility has 18 spaces available. 

Due to the vulnerable students who access The Cove, we do not operate 
private tours. We do however offer open mornings throughout the year. 

‘Access to Trusted Adults’
Staffing 

The Cove is managed by Fran Elworthy who is our Facility Manger. The 
Cove is also overseen by the Assistant Principal / SENCO, Clare Howard 

– Le Vierge and Assistant SENCO, Annie Pepper. 
There are 7 LSAs who offer intervention and 7 LSAs who support 

students in classes. Our facility also has 2 SEN teachers who support 
bespoke curriculum offers to our SEN children.

The Cove

A Specialist Facility supporting 
students with ASD and Physical 

Disabilities

‘A Safe Space’
Triage

Our Triage area is the space that students can access if they need to 
use their RESET cards to reregulate during the school day. This area is 
staffed throughout the day and visits are recorded in order to monitor 
the challenges students are facing. The staff in triage will then be able 

to direct students to the most appropriate staff member/area for 
support. Students are also able to access a soft landing in Triage in the 
mornings before school and are able to use areas in The Cove at break 

times. 
Triage is an area available to students with identified SEN needs –

notjust young people who have a Specialist Facility place. 

‘Progress Across the Curriculum’
Our Curriculum Offer

Students with identified SEN needs are offered access to a broad and 
interesting curriculum. In consultation with parents, students and other 
professionals, bespoke curriculum offers can be explored to ensure that 

the needs of the all students are at the heart of curriculum planning. 

Students with Specialist Facility funding are educated with their peers 
in the wider school, in the most suitable classes for their outlined 
needs. For some students, this may be our TA supported Pathway 

classes. 

In consultation with Heads of Faculty, academic progress is monitored 
to ensure that additional intervention and provisions can be implemented 

where possible. 

At TSLA we recognise that measureable progress may not always be 
academic progress. We value all progress made by students and have a 

robust reward system to celebrate the success of all. 

‘Identified SEN Needs’
Information Sharing

At TSLA we are committed to ensuring that all staff members have a 
plethora of information about students to ensure that the provision in 
their classroom supports the needs of their students. Information is 

shared in a number of ways: 

PUPIL PASSPORTS – STUDENTS VOICE – PARENT VOICE – SHARING 
OF EHCPS AND SPECIALIST REPORTS – SEN REFERRAL SYSTEM –

PARENTS EVENINGS – FACE TO FACE MEETINGS – STAFF 
BRIEFINGS AND STAFF MEETINGS

When students begin at TSLA, we gather information from their 
previous school and SENCO in order to inform their provision in our 
academy. We aim to make this transition and change as smooth as 

possible.

Our team are contactable each day via email and phone; we recognise 
that home / school communication is vital for the support of all young 

people.

‘A Therapeutic Hub’
Our Intervention Offer

We have a number of therapeutic interventions offered in The Cove. 
For students with EHCPs, the provisions outlined are mapped to ensure 
that all necessary intervention takes place over an academic year. The 

interventions offered include: 

LEGO THERAPY – SENSORY CIRCUITS – MOVEMENT –
PHYSIOTHERAPY – DYSLEXIA SUPPORT – SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 

SUPPORT – FINE MOTOR SKILLS SUPPORT – READING 
INTERVENTIONS – ANXIETY SUPPORT – ANGER SUPPORT –

NURTURE SESSIONS – ZONES OF REGULATION

We also offer bespoke opportunities for learning beyond the classroom 
such as the Bronze Arts Award, cooking sessions and gardening sessions. 

This therapeutic offer is available to students with identified SEN 
needs – not just young people who have a Specialist Facility Place. 


