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MISSION STATEMENT

Two interwoven priorities define the Choate Rosemary Hall experience: a rigorous academic curriculum and an emphasis on the formation
of character in a residential setting that allows for teachers and students to live with, and learn from, each other in important ways.

The curriculum inspires students to:
o think critically and communicate clearly;
o understand various methods of intellectual inquiry and their connections to each other,
e recognize the interconnections of learning;
o work independently and in partnership with others;
o develop a global perspective on cultural, social, political, and environmental issues;
e appreciate the importance of beauty and grace in their lives; and
e achieve distinction in accordance with their individual interests and talents.
In these ways, students are prepared to seek knowledge for its own sake and to pursue further study at the finest colleges and universities.

The development of character is a responsibility that rests with every member of the community. In classrooms, on playing fields, in
residential houses, students grow in confidence and self-esteem, and are instilled with such fundamental values as honesty, integrity,
teamwork, generosity, and compassion toward others. Choate Rosemary Hall also fosters community involvement and service as it prepares
students to assume leadership roles in an ever-changing world. As part of its commitment to character formation, the School offers regular
community-wide reflections on moral and spiritual issues, as well as exposure to various religious traditions.

Choate Rosemary Hall attracts intellectually gifted and motivated students from diverse backgrounds whose commitment to serious study
is enhanced in this personally supportive and academically challenging setting. On a campus that inspires a particular sensitivity to beauty,
teachers — who share genuine respect and affection for young people — impart an enthusiasm for life and for learning.

Choate Rosemary Hall is confident that its graduates will go forth from a school that values each of them for their particular talents and
enthusiasms; that affirms the importance of personal integrity and a sense of self-worth; that inspires and nourishes joy in learning and
love of truth; and that provides the intellectual stimulation to generate independent thought, confident expression, and a commitment to
improve the welfare of others.
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CENTRAL QUALITIES OF A CHOATE EDUCATION

Dynamic balance characterizes the Choate Rosemary Hall experience. It is at the core of what we value and teach, both in and out of the
classroom, preparing our students especially well for success in a world filled with challenges and opportunities. Those who seek to
contribute in the global community must balance a wide range of interests and perspectives. Doing so requires understanding and
adaptability along with a commitment to action, a desire to be a positive force in the world.

Choate's Statement on Character identifies timeless qualities — integrity, respect, and compassion — that are at the heart of what it is to be
a good person. Working from this foundation, a Choate education strengthens students’ capacity for productive learning and meaningful
action. At Choate, as in life, constructive leaders demonstrate self-motivation, curiosity and creativity, and effective communication skills.

Choate students cultivate self-motivation and self-awareness. In a supportive and caring context, our students discover that their future
success lies in effort, determination, and an understanding of how they learn. Intrinsic motivation combines with honest, reflective self-
assessment to develop individuals who take responsibility for their actions, have the courage to stand up for their beliefs, and set goals for
lifelong growth.

Choate students develop creativity and a willingness to explore. The School encourages students to formulate their own ideas with
originality and inventiveness. Choate's extensive resources inspire curiosity and allow the pursuit of interests in almost any direction. In this
process of exploration, our students come to appreciate the value of taking intellectual chances and realize that learning is fun, often a
source of joy. They identify interests and passions that form the intellectual playground where they will be active for the rest of their lives.

Choate students learn to express themselves effectively in a variety of media and languages. Because a true education cannot be forged in
isolation, communication is an essential component of that process. In all areas, effective communication requires attentive listening,
gathering and assessing relevant information, and the ability to formulate and express a meaningful statement or argument. Our digital age
demands facility with changing technologies, while also reminding us of the continued importance of human connections. Communication
is essential for growth and understanding and also as a catalyst for action.

While certain qualities are constant in providing a foundation for success, circumstances sometimes bring competing values into tension.
Choate students are distinguished by their ability, enhanced through experience, to balance those tensions.

Perseverance and resilience are balanced with humor and joy. All in our community enjoy learning, but experience teaches that some
challenges are not resolved quickly or easily. Often, extended engagement, repeated effort, and adaptability may be necessary to achieve a
goal. Students come to appreciate that determination combined with a positive sense of humor offers a productive approach. They discover
that the path to success often includes prudent risks that might lead to occasional failures. They come to know that neither success nor
failure is an ending, but rather the beginning of the next step forward. Balance in this regard is key to lifelong physical and emotional
wellbeing.

Mastery of established knowledge is balanced with the independent development of ideas. Choate students are trained to take full
advantage of available information through research skills tailored for different disciplines. They have experience in the analysis of language
and art, historical and social scientific evidence, and scientific and mathematical data. At the same time, they are given freedom to
experiment with novel approaches through brainstorming, modeling, and trial and error. By studying how others have answered questions,
our students consider a variety of ways to analyze, frame, and synthesize information. They then adjust their approach to the specific
circumstances of each challenge.

Individual effort is balanced with productive collaboration. It is essential for students to develop the capacity for sustained, intense
individual effort. Such independent, reflective engagement teaches self-discipline while also building skills and confidence. At the same
time, the ability to be a constructive member of a collaborative team is essential. This requires students to lead as well as partner in efforts
to contribute meaningfully and responsibly within the group. Students practice the skills of trusting, listening, persuading, and
compromising that are central to productive group work. By working together, students come to understand other perspectives in ways that
prepare them to engage with a global community.

Self-advocacy is balanced with a commitment to serve others. While pursuit of personal goals and interests is desirable, empathy is
essential in developing long-term, successful solutions to problems. Our students learn to understand their own perspective on an issue as
well as the perspectives of others. This includes understanding other languages and cultures, past and present, as well as learning to live
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in a vibrant and diverse community. This experience nurtures in students both a sense of gratitude for the gifts they have and a sense of
humility that comes from recognizing their individual limitations. Students recognize the importance of dedicated engagement in service to
others, including but not limited to efforts toward social justice and environmental sustainability.

These skills and habits of mind carry relevance in all aspects of school life — academic, artistic, athletic, and interpersonal — and beyond. In the

context of the mission of the school, they provide the foundation for positive and productive leadership, contribution to society, and lifelong
personal development.
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THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

Choate Rosemary Hall's comprehensive curriculum fosters broad
exposure in all disciplines, while also offering students an
opportunity to discover and pursue special areas of interest. We
expect students to avail themselves of the richness of our
academic program, which means learning to make choices. As
they make these choices, students are expected to enter fully
into the educational process by making academic
responsibilities their first commitment. Thus, as students plan
their time at Choate, in consultation with their parents, adviser,
form dean, and, at the appropriate time, college counselor,
discussions must include considerations of balance and quality,
as well as adventure. We encourage students to pursue their
passions in a way that helps them to manage all of their
commitments here in a successful, rewarding manner.

Each of our six academic departments offers traditional core
courses, as well as a variety of electives. Most departments offer
honors courses, and opportunities for Directed Study. In most
cases, course level placements are determined based on a
student's academic preparedness and demonstrated ability, not
necessarily by age or grade level.

Note: Choate Rosemary Hall uses “form” in referring to grade level.
Third form is grade 9; fourth form is grade 10; fifth form is grade 11;
and sixth form is grade 12.

In addition to our rich course offerings, Choate offers notable
programs and academic spaces that provide students with
enhanced learning opportunities. These include:

o eight Signature Programs that allow for immersive
engagement in a particular area of study (full program
descriptions are on pp. 13-18 of this catalogue);

o aDirected Study option that allows students to pursue
advanced studies beyond our curricular offerings;

e a Senior Project opportunity in the spring term that allows
sixth formers to work either on or off campus in various
internships, to serve as research assistants, or to
participate in academic study opportunities or creative
projects in dance, music, theater, and visual arts;

e a Study Abroad opportunity that allows students to
immerse themselves in different cultural experiences;

o aLifelong Wellness Program that aims to equip students
with knowledge and strategies for maintaining a healthy
and balanced mind and body;

e the Lini.d.Lab, a maker-space, and resource for
exploration and discovery, which fosters healthy risk-
taking, creative thinking, invention, and collaboration;

e awide variety of dedicated spaces for student
performances including an 1170-seat performance space,

a 755-seat theater space, a 140-seat theater space, a
dance studio, and a “black box" experimental theater
space;

e the Kohler Environmental Center dedicated to student
research and interdisciplinary studies related to the
environment and sustainable practices;

e an on-campus nursery school and daycare program that
serves as a laboratory for our child development course;
and

o the Teaching and Learning Center, which provides
students and faculty with resources designed to
strengthen their learning and teaching.

PLANNING YOUR PROGRAM

Students work closely with their advisers and form deans to plan
their academic program. An important first step is to create an
overview of what their entire career may look like. As such,
students will complete a multi-year academic planning sheet
(located at the back of this catalogue). Knowing that a student's
interests may change over time, this plan will be completed each
year to evolve with the student. Advisers and form deans assist
students in selecting courses and making decisions about
participating in extracurricular activities, pursuing various
summer opportunities (including those here at Choate), and
considering one of our Signature Academic Programs. (See pp.
13-18)

The department head, in consultation with the Registrar or the
Director of Studies as appropriate, determines course placement
for new students. These decisions are based on standardized test
scores (if available), teacher recommendations from the previous
school, previous grades in the discipline, the submission of
graded work, and in some cases (language and mathematics) a
placement test.

Note: Although every effort is made to run the courses offered during
the terms indicated in this Course Catalogue, there are times when
low enrollment and/or available resources do not allow a course to
run. In those instances, the student and form dean are notified as
quickly as possible so adjustments can be made to the student’s
program.
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DIPLOMA/CERTIFICATE OF STUDY
REQUIREMENTS
Questions regarding diploma requirements may be directed to

the Registrar, the student's form dean, the department head, the
Director of Studies, or the Dean of Faculty.

OVERALL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
To receive a Choate Rosemary Hall diploma, a student must:
o satisfactorily complete the required courses listed on
pp. 8-10;
o complete the course load requirement of five full-credit
courses each term;
o fulfill the Athletic requirements;
o fulfill the Community Service requirements; and
o fulfill the Lifelong Wellness requirements.

Note 1: Questions involving a requirement waiver, a requirement
substitution, or establishing a special program for a student with
unusual interests or talents should be referred to the Director of
Studies, who works closely with the Dean of Faculty. Only the Dean of
Faculty has the authority to grant exceptions to diploma and course
load requirements.

Note 2: Course level designations follow the course numbers.
e AD - Advanced

e HO - Honors

DIPLOMA VS. CERTIFICATE OF STUDY

DIPLOMA

Diplomas are granted only to those students who have
successfully fulfilled the diploma requirements and have
completed their credits in their sixth form year. Students may
participate in a Study Abroad Program during their sixth form
fall. One-year seniors are expected to fulfill all credit and course
load requirements.

Note: If a student withdraws from school to avoid being expelled, the
student loses the privilege of receiving a diploma.

CERTIFICATE OF STUDY

Postgraduate students are eligible for a Certificate of Study. The
certificate states that they have completed an approved course
of study at Choate Rosemary Hall. Such students are considered
sixth formers and must meet all credit, course load, and program
balance expectations. Therefore, postgraduates enroll in five full-
credit courses each term, including three terms of English, unless
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exempted in the spring by the department, one term of art, ten
hours of community service, and three terms of an afternoon
activity.

DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS BY DEPARTMENT
OR AREA

ARTS

Required: Three course credits in the arts (one in the third form,
one in the fourth or fifth form, and one in the sixth form) from
two areas: dance, music, theater, or visual arts. In addition to the
many courses listed in the arts section of this catalogue, the
following opportunities also fulfill the requirement.

o Astudent receives one course credit for the following
ensemble courses, if taken for the entire year (three terms
= one credit): Dance Company, Concert Choir, Concert
Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, and Wind Ensemble. A student
who participates in a one-term Study Abroad Program,
who is enrolled in an ensemble for two of the three terms
that year, is granted the full credit. A student receives one
credit per term in the Choate Chorale and Symphony
Orchestra.

o Astudent receives one course credit for the Independent
Theater and Film Workshop, if taken for the entire year
(three terms = one credit). Depending on the nature of the
project undertaken by the student, enrollment in this
workshop may fulfill either a theater or a visual arts credit.

e The two-area requirement: A student who enters in the
fifth form is exempted from taking arts classes in two
areas; Arts Concentration students, while encouraged to
take classes in two areas if their overall program permits,
fulfill the two-area requirement as part of their Arts
Concentration program.

ENGLISH
Required: Four years of English (one course each term at Choate).

o A new fifth form international student for whom English is
not the first language will sometimes be placed in
Literatures in a Global Context (EN200) for the fifth form
year and sixth form English courses the following year.

e Sixth form spring exemption: Sixth form students
maintaining an A- average through the first two terms of
their sixth form year may be eligible for an exemption
from English in the spring. Students who wish to take
advantage of this waiver option should discuss those
plans with their adviser, form dean, and college counselor
during the course request process in the spring of the fifth
form year and then make the appropriate course requests
for the subsequent spring. In no case may a student
initiate a request to waive spring English any later than



the winter midterm of the sixth form year. All English
waivers must receive the approval of the sixth form
English teacher, the department head, and the student's
college counselor. Only students who will have completed
11 terms of English by the end of the sixth form winter
may apply for a waiver, and the waiver will be revoked if
the winter term grade falls below an A-.

o If a sixth former is enrolled in one of the year-long English
courses, they will be ineligible to apply for the spring
exemption.

o Students may be exempt from English only once in their
career: when they participate in a Study Abroad Program
(if they do not take English) or if they qualify for the spring
exemption.

HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION, AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Required: One year of World History; one year of United States
History, fulfilled in the fifth or sixth form year; and one term of
philosophy or religion.
o Avariety of religion courses fulfill the philosophy/religion
requirement.

o Astudent who has taken a high school level World History
or United States History course in elementary or middle
school has not fulfilled the diploma requirement, even if
the course was taken at a high school.

o Afourth former who has completed World History may
take United States History with the permission of the
department.

e Astudent who enters Choate in the fifth form is not
required to take World History.

LANGUAGE

Required: Proficiency through the 300 or 350 level in a diploma
language (Arabic, Chinese, French, Latin, or Spanish) or
completion of the Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies (AMES)
Program.

e Students are required to complete their diploma
requirement in consecutive years, unless participating in
the Environmental Immersion Program.

e Students who have taken prior language courses in a non-
diploma language have not fulfilled the diploma
requirement in language.

e Students who are placed into the 400 level (or higher),
who have not previously completed their language
requirement, will be expected to take a minimum of one
term of language at that level.

e Entering fifth formers who have no prior language study in
high school are required to take two years (through the
200 or 250 level) in a diploma language.

e Astudent must have permission from the department
head to take two language courses concurrently.

MATHEMATICS
Required: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra I1.

o Astudent's diploma requirement in Algebra I, Geometry,
and Algebra Il is fulfilled based on their math placement,
unless stated otherwise by the department head.

SCIENCE

Required: One year of physical science (physics or chemistry)
with an integrated lab experience, and one year of biology with
an integrated lab experience.

o The science department recommends that students take
physics, chemistry, and biology, in this order.

e Earth Science, Physical Science, or Environmental Science
(common 9% grade science classes) taken at a previous
school do not fulfill any part of the diploma requirement
in science.

o Students who have taken a two-year integrated science
course at their previous school in which they have studied
biology, chemistry, and/or physics may have fulfilled some
or all of their science requirement. In these
circumstances, the department head will review the
curriculum to determine if that student has fulfilled the
diploma requirement in physical science and/or biology.

o Astudent who has taken a high school level science
course while in elementary or middle school has not
fulfilled the diploma requirement, even if the course was
taken at a high school. Instead, the student may be
granted placement into a more advanced course in that
discipline to complete the diploma requirement.

QUANTITATIVE

Required: 14 credits in secondary school courses that fulfill the
quantitative requirement, otherwise known as the Q credit.

o (Q credits are fulfilled by the following courses: all
mathematics and computer science courses (identified by
MA and CS prefixes); Microeconomics, Honors (EC550HO0);
Electronics (AS440AD), Data Analysis and Visualization,
Honors (AS450HO0); and all physics and chemistry courses
(identified by PH and CH prefixes) except Astronomy
(PH320 and PH330), Chemistry of Food (CH440AD), and
Advanced Organic Chemistry, Honors (CH652HO). One Q
credit is also earned in the year-long Ecology, Honors
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course (ES437HO) that is part of the Environmental
Immersion Program at the KEC.

e When calculating Q credits, a year-long two-semester
course at a previous school will equal three Q credits.

e Astudent cannot receive Q credit twice for the same
course.

o Astudent who drops a year-long course that would have
earned three Q credits will still earn one Q credit for each
term of the course that was completed.

e Astudent earns a Q credit even when a course is taken
pass/D/fail.

e The Immersion Geometry course in Choate Summer
Programs earns three Q credits.

o Anew student who enters Choate as a repeat third former
receives quantitative credit for courses taken in the 9™
grade elsewhere.

CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL STUDIES

Required: One term of a course deemed to fulfill the requirement
for three- and four-year students.

Current courses that fulfill this requirement are:
e Current Topics in Biology (BI410AD);

e Advanced Chinese Culture and Society, Honors (CN551HO;
CN552HO; or CN553H0);

e [International Economics, Honors (EC455H0);
o Development Economics, Honors (EC575HO);
e Arabic Literature in Translation (EN402);

o Sankofa: Topics in African Literature (EN412);

e Literatures of Encounter Across the Asian Diaspora
(EN413);

e The End of Nature: Global Literatures of Environmental
Justice (EN419);

e Postcolonial Literature (EN485);
e Global Scientific Issues (ES220);
e Environmental Science, Honors (ES550H0)

e Frenchin a Global Context (FR404AD; FR405AD; or
FRLO6AD);

e Literature in French, Honors (FR&51HO; FR452HO; or
FRL453HO);

e The Francophone Press (FR514AD; FR515AD; or FR516AD);

e Advanced French Language and Culture, Honors
(FR551HO; FR552HO0; or FR553H0);

e Contemporary Issues (HI205);
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e The Modern Middle East, Honors (HI459H0);
e (limate Change (MD370);

¢ International Relations, Honors (PS460HO);
e Latin American Studies (SP403AD);

e Advanced Spanish Language and Culture, Honors
(SP551HQ; SP552H0; or SP553H0).

e In addition, Choate Rosemary Hall's approved Study
Abroad Programs and the Environmental Immersion
Program (EIP), at the Kohler Environmental Center fulfill
this requirement.

NOTES ON OUR DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

Note 1: A diploma requirement is considered fulfilled — rather than
actual credit awarded — for students who have taken courses while
attending another secondary school when an official transcript has
been received.

Note 2: Students who fail a term course that is a diploma
requirement must repeat that course or an equivalent course.
Students who fail one term of a multi-term or year-long course that
is a diploma requirement but who nevertheless pass the course have
fulfilled the diploma requirement.

Note 3: On rare occasions, students may propose accelerating their
studies in a particular discipline by doing summer work. There are
specific policies, procedures, and permissions governing such
requests, but, in general, a full-year diploma requirement cannot be
completed over the course of a summer. A student should begin a
discussion about acceleration with the department head as much in
advance as possible of the proposed work.

CO-CURRICULAR DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
ATHLETICS/AFTERNOON ENGAGEMENT

Required: Three terms of an afternoon activity each year.

e Third, fourth and fifth form: Students must take three
terms of athletics, or two terms of athletics and one term
of an alternate activity.

e Sixth form: Students must be enrolled in an afternoon
activity each term, at least one of which must be athletics.

Note: The Afternoon Activity Offerings are listed on p. 92.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Required: All students are required to complete a minimum of
ten hours of community service each academic year.

Note: All projects and credit must be approved by the Director of
Community Service. Please refer to the Community Service page on
the Student Portal or the Student Handbook for more information.



LIFELONG WELLNESS
Required: Participation in Lifelong Wellness each year at Choate.

The format of this wellness education varies by form and may
include:

o asmall-group facilitated seminar,
e form-wide seminars; and

o other co-curricular opportunities for wellness education.

COURSE LOAD REQUIREMENTS

Choate operates on a trimester system. In most cases, courses
are granted credit as follows:

e one-term courses receive one course credit;
e two-term courses receive two course credits; and
e three-term courses receive three course credits.

To earn a diploma, a four-year student must have a total of 60
course credits (or 60 terms worth of trimester-length courses).
Three-, two- and one-year students are to have equivalent
course loads. When exceptional circumstances arise, the School
may award a diploma to a student with as few as 58 or 59 course
credits. The Director of Studies, in consultation with the Dean of
Faculty, must approve the awarding of a diploma in these
circumstances.

Students are expected to carry five courses each term, or 15
course credits a year. Any student who wishes to drop below five
courses in a term must obtain permission from the Director of
Studies; international students must also obtain permission
from the Director Global Engagement. If a student only takes four
course credits one term, they may be expected to carry six course
credits another term. Additionally, if a student drops down to
four courses during a term, they will automatically be placed on
Academic Warning.

With permission from their form dean, students may carry six
courses in one or more terms, except in the spring of the sixth
form year when the Director of Studies must approve. A course
load of six courses should never be taken lightly. Coursework at
Choate is demanding, especially when a proposed six-course
load carries more than two honors classes. Students interested
in taking six courses should discuss their workload with their
form dean, adviser, and college counselor (if applicable).

OTHER ASPECTS OF OUR ACADEMIC
PROGRAM

AUDIT

Fifth and sixth form students may audit a course that is over and
above the normal course load with the approval of the teacher,
form dean, adviser, department head, college counselor (if
applicable), and Director of Studies. The student must audit all
terms of the course, attend all classes, participate actively in
class discussions, and complete all homework assignments. The

student has all the responsibilities of a regular course except for
major assessments as determined by the teacher. Although the
course appears on the student's transcript, no credit is awarded
for the course and no report is written. The deadline for applying
for the audit option is the end of the first week of classesin a
term course and no later than one week after the first midterm
in a two-term or year-long course.

Auditing a course for no credit has limited advantage for most
students, so such a request should be carefully considered. A
student who is thinking about auditing a course should review
the pass/D/fail option before making a final decision. (See pp.
11-12)

Note: Any exception to the policy must be approved by the Director of
Studies.

CHANGING, ADDING, AND DROPPING CLASSES

Students who wish to change, add, or drop a class should first
discuss their concerns with their teacher. Next, they should see
their form dean, as there are very specific policies that govern
these procedures which vary depending on the term and on
whether the course is a one-term, two-term, or year-long course.
The procedures include when and if such modifications to a
student's program can happen, who must approve them, what is
recorded on the transcript, what credit is awarded (if any), and
who is notified. Any student who drops down to four courses
during a term is automatically placed on Academic Warning.

Note: The procedures that govern the changing, adding, and
dropping of classes are in the Student Handbook.

GRADES, REPORTS, AND TERM-END EXPERIENCES

Grades are given on an A through F scale with (+) and (-)
indicators. D- is the lowest passing grade. Grades and term
reports written by teachers, advisers, and coaches are shared
with families at the end of each academic term. These final
grades and reports are accessible via the Parents Portal of the
School's website. Midterm grades, which are unofficial, are
available there as well. Letters from the deans for students on
Academic Warning are sent home at midterm.

Note: Criteria for placement on Academic Warning are included in
the Student Handbook.

Term-End Experience occurs at the end of most academic te