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Parent Orientation for

2024/2025 Kindergarteners
January 23, 2024



Tonight’s Plan:
• Parents meet the office team (minus a few…sorry) and learn 

who is who and who does what

• Hopefully ease some jitters

• Parents get a LOT of kindergarten information

• Parents get questions answered

• Next Steps (Parent HOMEWORK ☺)
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FULL Day K…Hooray!
State-funded Full Day Kindergarten

• No cost to families

• Provides maximum learning opportunity for students

• Offers full access to specialists (PE, Music, Library)

• Developmentally appropriate and student centered

• Integrated content with rich, hands-on experiences

• Based on rigorous standards

• State requires full day kindergarten be available to all students

• Parents may opt for half-day
✓Student will be placed in full-day classroom in the morning for 3 hours

✓Transportation is provided in the morning, parents must transport at the 
end of the half-day



Dual Language Kindergarten Program
• Spanish/English

• Housed at Issaquah Valley Elementary

• No transportation provided

• Enrollment priority is provided to families living within the 
Issaquah Valley Elementary School attendance area and
siblings of current students in the program.

• NOT likely that there will be openings for any Cedar Trails 
students, but there is a lottery, and the district is tracking interest 
for possible future sites (HINT HINT)

• See Dual-Language option in the kindergarten registration 
portal

Deadline: March 10th





Kindergarten is a transition year

https://www.isd411.org/academics/elementary-learning/kindergarten


Health Conditions Questionnaire

 If your child has any health condition that could be 
considered life-threatening such as asthma, food 
allergies, seizures, diabetes……

According to the law, your child must have an 
emergency health plan, which includes medication 
orders from your child’s health care provider in place 
before he/she can attend school.

Forms will be sent to families after review of the 
Confidential Emergency Health Information by Nurse.



New Immunization Laws 

for Washington State

• All incoming kindergarten students must have all immunizations the 

student is eligible for before the first day of school

• If they do not have all their required immunizations, they will not be able 

to start school

• Immunizations must be printed on the CIS card from the state registry OR 

physical copy of CIS card signed off by LHCP OR physical copy of CIS 

with accompanying medical immunization records from LHCP OR a CIS 

printed from MyIR. A flier with these options is in each student's blue 

folder that you will be collecting from the office in early March.

• Further information regarding this is on the District’s website



Minimum Vaccines

Required for Kindergarten

Attendance
• All boosters required for kindergarten can be given on or after 

the 4th birthday.  

• Records are reviewed on an individual basis as needed.

• Physician verification of a history of varicella disease, or blood 

test (titer) showing immunity to varicella is acceptable 

(Chickenpox)

• If exemption from immunizations is desired, a meeting with the 

nurse is required.

• ALL  STUDENTS  MUST  BE  COMPLIANT  TO  START KINDERGARTEN.  
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Email Meghan Womack, Site 
Coordinator
Womackm@issaquah.wednet.edu



From now until September…
✓Sign up for District and Cedar Trails E-news

✓Online Registration (upload required documents)
• paper registration packets available in the office if needed

✓Pick-up Part 2 of the Registration Packet from the school office starting 

Wednesday, February 1st once online registration is verified

✓Pre-K Screener for entering kindergartener (March and April dates, TBD) SIGN UP via 

email in March

✓Sign up for BASC (Wolf Club) or find an alternate child care plan if needed

✓Transportation “Invitation to Ride” mid-August, needs registration online

✓Medications turned in to the Health Room by mid-August

DEADLINE for all medical forms and medication: August 19th

https://www.isd411.org/about-us/announcements/single-announcement/~board/district-announcements/post/how-to-sign-up-for-e-news-flash-alert-district-social-media
https://www.isd411.org/enrollment/kindergarten
https://cedartrails.isd411.org/families-community/before-and-after-school-care


September/October
Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (WAKIDS) is a required component of
State-funded Full Day Kindergarten. It is a transition process that helps to ensure a successful
start to kindergarten and beyond.

Family Connection Meeting

(August - September)

Whole-Child Assessment

(September and October)

• First 3 days of school, classroom teacher 

meets with each kindergarten family 

(including student)
o Thursday, August 29th

o Friday, August 30th

o Tuesday, September 3rd

• 4th day of school is first day of school for 

kindergarteners
o Wednesday, September 4th 

and also Curriculum Night for 
PARENTS

• Kindergarten teacher observes children 

during everyday classroom activities

• Helps teachers find out what each child 

knows and can do at the beginning of the 

year

• Inventory taken of each child’s developing 

skills in six areas
o Social-emotional

o Physical

o Cognitive

o Language

o Literacy

o Mathematics





When: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm

Where: Zoom – Presentations in English, Español and 普通話 Register for the event

Who: All parents and caregivers of incoming kindergarten students 2024-2025.

What: Information will include:

•Kindergarten preparedness

•general school day schedule (lunch and recess)

•classroom general information

•transportation, immunization

•on-site before and after school care program

•differences between school systems in US vs some other countries

The event is designed for families new to US public schools.

If you need interpretation in another language (한국어, 日本語, русский or Tiếng Việt) or have any 
questions, please contact Ina Ghangurde at (425) 837-7008 ghangurdei@issaquah.wednet.edu by Friday, 
March 1, 2024.

ISD Incoming Kindergarten Families 
Virtual Information Night

https://forms.office.com/r/NDz7mrNMcp
mailto:ghangurdei@issaquah.wednet.edu


Completing forms and 
communicating with the 
school

Please let any school staff know if you 
need help completing forms or if you 
have questions.



How are Schools Funded?
Issaquah students’ success sits on the stability 
of four key funding sources • Bonds & Levies: New school 

construction, renovations, land 

purchases. Must be approved by local 

voters.

• Taxes & State Funding: State pays for 

basic education with state school 

levies & taxes; does not cover 

everything a district needs to operate!

• PTSA: Non-profit that raises money to 
fund art, technology, field trips, library 

book, playground equipment, STEM & 

cultural activities, assemblies & more.

• ISF: Supports programs that benefit all 

Issaquah School District students 

including teacher and school grants.

https://www.isd411.org/about-us/initiatives
https://cedartrailsptsa.ourschoolpages.com/Home
http://isfdn.org/


PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ASSOCIATION - PTSA
The PTSA is the oldest child advocate institution in the country and works at all levels (school, district, state and federal).

Follow our Facebook page Cedar Trails Elementary PTSA

Visit our website www.cedartrailsptsa.org

In our third year, the Cedar Trails PTSA continues to strengthen our school/family partnership by providing the following.
We have:

•Participated 3 times in the National Reflections Contest with 1 of our students advancing to the state level in 2023/2024.
•Supported teachers and staff with snacks or meals during their teacher workdays and a cookie exchange before the 

holidays.
•Planned and threw multiple school wide events including Fall Festival, Bingo & Brownies, End of the Year Celebration and 

the Festival of Cultures!
•Brought Spirit Wear to the Cedar Trails community.
•Organized a large-scale fall fundraiser "Fun Run" that earned our PTSA over $30,000 in donations to help our kiddos!

•Arranged for a food drive that collected 365 pounds of wonderful food for the Issaquah Food Bank.
•Held several Scholastic Book Fairs and are looking into doing another book fair in the spring!
•Facilitated a reading program which encourages reading stamina for our readers.
•Funded $6,000 of teacher enrichment grants, one of which included an in-person author visits for our students.
•Our art docent program brings art projects into every classroom via our parent volunteers!

How can you help?

•Become a member - Join PTSA; we are only as strong as our community and YOU make our voice strong.

•Donate - Without donations none of these things would be possible.

•Volunteer - Everything we do is done by parent volunteers like you. We know that not everyone can do everything, but 

we ALL can do something!

http://www.cedartrailsptsa.org/


QUESTIONS
&

Answers
(and Kindergarten FAQ)

Questions that only pertain to your child should 

be e-mailed to the appropriate staff member!

Thanks for understanding!

https://www.isd411.org/programs-services/elementary-programs/kindergarten/faq


Next Steps:
• Finish Online Enrollment (Deadline: March 7th for 

accurate numbers for staffing!)

• Turn in required documentation to the Cedar Trails 
office

• Sign up (soon via email) for the Pre-Kindergarten 
Screener

• Sign-up for school and district communication

• Follow Cedar Trails PTSA on Facebook and watch 
the PTSA webpage now and throughout summer

• BREATHE ☺



Important Contact Info:
Name: Role: E-mail/Phone Number:

Tera Coyle Principal
Coylet@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6501

Laura Biller Dean of Students
Billerl@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6525

Kathy Strilaeff
Assistant to the 

Principal

StrilaeffK@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6502

Dolores D'Alo
Registration & 

Attendance

Dalod@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6509

Cassie Kuver School Nurse
Kuverc@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6549

Meghan Womack
Wolf Club Before & 

After School Care

Womackm@issaquah.wednet.edu

425-837-6547

mailto:Coylet@issaquah.wednet.edu
mailto:Billerl@issaquah.wednet.edu
mailto:StrilaeffK@issaquah.wednet.edu
mailto:Dalod@issaquah.wednet.edu
mailto:Kuverc@issaquah.wednet.edu
mailto:Womackm@issaquah.wednet.edu


Some tips from the teachers:
• Follow school supply list (soon to be published)...

• Box of 24 crayons (96 might be tempting, but no thank you)

• Say YES to Ticonderoga, but no to anything else

• Backpack that fits a lunch box and folder (practice using backpack ~ placing items in/out)

• Try out a public bathroom (waiting in line, flushing, using bathroom independently, latching door, wiping, etc.)

• Snap, button, zip

• Practice opening/closing lunch/snack items

• Demonstrate how to wait your turn at QFC

• Work on modeling promptness with your children

• Hooked on phonics READ TO YOUR CHILD

• Practice independently putting on and taking off a jacket & turning a sleave (or whole jacket) right-side out

• Start prepping your child for their bus ride...
• Pointing out buses this spring

• Visit bus stop prior to first day of school

• Start talking about the bus ride and that you'll pick them at that bus stop

• Sign up for the kindergarten bus ride that happens over the summer months

• AND...BREATHE ☺


