
D65 Climate Action Community Meeting

January 23, 2024



Do you need Spanish Translation?/
¿Necesita interpretación al español?
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Let us know by writing “Yes” or “Si.” in the ‘Chat’ section (see icon 

on the right)/  Déjenos saber escribiendo “Sí” en la sección de 

“Chat” (vea el icono/dibujo de la derecha)

If yes, click on Interpretation in Zoom and select Spanish.  / Si 

necesita la interpretación en español, presione el icono que 

dice “Interpretation” (en la parte baja de su pantalla) y luego, 

elija la opción “Español”



Agenda
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❏ Land Acknowledgement

❏ Welcome

❏ D65 Sustainability Update

❏ Questions? Wonderings?

❏ D65 Educator Share: Learning in Places

❏ Questions? Wonderings?

❏ School Sharing: Sustainability + Gardens

Jamboard for Questions? 
Wonderings? (Scan QR Code)



We now invite everyone to acknowledge and pay respect to the 
traditional custodians of the land on which we are meeting today. 
Recognizing that we are on stolen land is important because it 
acknowledges that the present United States is a collection of 
territories and land purchases accumulated by genocide. We are 
thankful to be able to be here and have this event. We ask that 
everyone be conscious of their place on the native lands of North 
America and our role in colonialism. Remembering the history, and 
honoring the contributions and traditions of indigenous peoples is 
one step towards fighting their erasure. We pay respect to the Elders 
past and present and extend our recognition to their descendants.

Land Acknowledgement



Do you need Spanish Translation?/
¿Necesita interpretación al español?
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Let us know by writing “Yes” or “Si.” in the ‘Chat’ section (see icon 

on the right)/  Déjenos saber escribiendo “Sí” en la sección de 

“Chat” (vea el icono/dibujo de la derecha)

If yes, click on Interpretation in Zoom and select Spanish.  / Si 

necesita la interpretación en español, presione el icono que 

dice “Interpretation” (en la parte baja de su pantalla) y luego, 

elija la opción “Español”



Our Meeting Norms
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★ Assume Positive Intent. 

★ Listen for Understanding. 

★ Have Grace with Ourselves. Grace with Others. 

★ Be Solutioned Oriented. 

★ Expect and accept non-closure. 

★ Value all voices and make space to hear from everyone (chat, jamboard  and/or unmute).

★ Sometimes we may not have an immediate answer and will need time to go back to D65 

team(s) to better understand.

Additional meeting 
norm suggestions? 

Add to our Jamboard: 
click here or scan QR 

code

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k77MqiJK-EAURuPtsSkinVbbYkqQW9sSxgwzb2xWohE/edit?usp=sharing


Welcome!
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Introduce yourself in the chat:

● your school(s)
● your connection to D65





2024 Earth Month Activities

Classroom 
Learning

Eco Heroes and Eco Tips google slides will be shared. 
Encourage Educators to share with their classrooms daily 
during Earth Week (April  22-26)

School 
Climate 
Action 
Project

Encourage each school to do a  school-wide project. 
Check out our climate action project ideas, a school can pick 
1 to do during Earth Month (April).

Stipend available for D65 School Staff, click here

Need Inspiration? Check Out our 2023 Earth Month Activities.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pfFOQGEsyeT0mA32HoE6ORyPzaX5zi9QXHu-bX9l4Co/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eLe08xYF-Mf8MP2MntMNIKszxWDWUOEejQwyytdEYvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXjqQq2hS4JKU4-QZwV5OMtJh8ZZEFANlzrt-T3MIC0FLs4A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19fxGXUfwwOJHfUrU92qlL5T38Tf5hcCnvSZVdsYmat0/edit?usp=sharing


Register - click here or scan QR code
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REGISTER or scan QR code

https://evanston.libnet.info/event/9943848
https://evanston.libnet.info/event/9943848


We need your help to grow a digital garden of 

sustainability and school garden ideas for District 65. 

Your ideas will us develop future focus areas & initiatives 

for climate action in our schools.

Ideas Garden: Sustainability and School Gardens
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Add your ideas! - 
click here or scan 
QR Code

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1hPQ6uJ6wXMOLYR5_Tf4IuzwtKX9ZKMOd9Cv-g0OUT4I/edit?usp=sharing


Questions? Wonderings? 

● Type into the Chat

● Unmute and share

● Add to our Jamboard (scan QR Code)
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Y6YRQXpbVt-RU6kp0-iPhPlfTB-mJ2kGl72XHHjlvQw/edit?usp=sharing


D65 Educator Share: Learning in Places
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Dr. Alissa Berg, Director of Science 

Evangelina Martin (Bessie Rhodes 1st Grade) 

Ellen Urquiaga (Dawes 2nd Grade)



A Key Focus Area of the D65 Department of Science
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1. Climate Change Unit

2. Inquiry-to-Infomed Action Unit Supplements

3. Learning in Places (Partnership with NU)

4. Science Minutes

Enhancing our teaching and learning around equity, sustainability, and 

climate action.



1. Updated Scope and Sequence (Middle School)

15

Grade Unit1 Unit 2 Unit 3

Grade 6

6.1 Light & Matter

5-6 Weeks

OpenSciEd

6.2 Thermal Energy 

10-11 Weeks

OpenSciEd

6.3 Weather, Climate and 

Water Cycling

11-12 Weeks 

Grade 7

7.1 Chemical Reactions 

and Matter

8-9 Weeks

OpenSciEd

7.3 Metabolic Reactions

8-9 Weeks

OpenSciEd

7.6 Earth’s Resources and 

Human Impact

9-10 Weeks

OpenSciEd

Grade 8

8.1 Contact Forces

9-10 Weeks

OpenSciEd

8.4 Earth in Space 

9-10 Weeks

OpenSciEd

8.5 Variation of Traits 

(Genetics/Environment)

7-8 Weeks

OpenSciEd

https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/6-1-light-matter/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/6-2-thermal-energy/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/6-3-weather-climate-water-cycling/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/6-3-weather-climate-water-cycling/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/7-1-chemical-reactions-matter/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/7-1-chemical-reactions-matter/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/7-3-metabolic-reactions/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/7-6-earths-resources-human-impact/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/7-6-earths-resources-human-impact/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/8-1-contact-forces/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/8-4-earth-in-space/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/8-5-genetics/
https://www.openscied.org/instructional-materials/8-5-genetics/


High-Quality Instructional Materials
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https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/openscied-2023
https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/openscied-2023
https://badgr.com/public/assertions/hhw67cG6ReG2pYyZ3-_prg
https://badgr.com/public/assertions/hhw67cG6ReG2pYyZ3-_prg


2. Inquiry-to-Informed-Action Unit Supplements
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Criteria:

❏ Authentic experience for students 
❏ Aligned to a D65 science unit
❏ Students apply and deepen their 

standards-aligned learning through 
this unit supplement

❏ Students research and take action on 
a meaningful issue that is:
❏ Justice and/or sustainability 

related
❏ Grounded in optimism, joy, and 

community and cultural assets*

Summer Project Team Members

Participant School
Grade-Level 

Focus

1 King Arts 1st

2 (coach) King Arts 1st 

3 Dawes 3rd

4 Oakton 4th

5 Chute 7th

6 Haven 7th

7 King Arts 7th

8 Nichols 8th

9 Chute 8th

https://stemteachingtools.org/brief/68
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-gholdy-muhammad-champions-unearthing-joy-in-her-new-book/2023/02
https://inspiringcommunities.org.nz/ic_resource/mapping-community-strengths-and-assets/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e7MCKcW_SPfWsQaz5lshoQoo_sqmCybflvsaO6qrFA8/edit?usp=sharing


● Instructional materials (NGSS aligned) and frameworks 
● Outdoor learning
● Ecological caring 
● Ethical decision making (wondering walks, civic 

engagement and action)
● Family involvement

3. Learning in Places (PreK-4)
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Learning in Places D65 Cohort

Participant School Grade

1 JEH PreK

2 JEH PreK

3 Rhodes K

4 Rhodes K

5 Rhodes 1

6 Dawes 2

7 Rhodes 2

8 Dawes 3

9 Rhodes 3

10 Lincoln 4

11 D65

Sustainability 

Coordinator

12 D65 Director of Science



Learning in Places (PreK-4)
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JEH 
(Wondering about the nest)

Rhodes

(Wondering about a tomato in 

their school garden)

Dawes 

Family 

Night

10/27/23

Next Family 
Night is 2/28/24 

@ Rhodes
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SY22-23 SY23-24

4. Science Minutes
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Guidelines (Monolingual)
SY 2022-23 K-2 3-5

Typical
Range 

(Min - Max) Typical
Range 

(Min - Max)

Reading/ELA 140 125 155 135 120 150

Math 60 60 75 60 60 75

Acceleration Block 
(ELA / Math) 30 20 40 30 20 40

Science / Social Studies 30 30 45 35 30 60

SEL / Morning Meetings / 
Closing Meeting 20 15 30 20 15 30

TOTAL Classroom 
Teacher Minutes 280 250 345 280 245 355

Physical Education 20 20 20 20 20 20

Fine Arts/Specials 40 40 40 40 40 40

Lunch/Recess 50 50 50 50 50 50

TOTAL Other Minutes 110 110 110 110 110 110

Total Minutes 390 360 460 390 355 470

Guidelines (Monolingual)
SY 2023-24 K-2 3-5

Typical
Range

(Min - Max) Typical
Range

(Min - Max)

Reading/ELA 140 130 150 120 110 130

Math 60 60 75 60 60 75

Acceleration/WIN Block
(ELA / Math) 30 20 40 30 20 40

Science / Social Studies 30 30 45 50 40 60

SEL / Morning Meetings / 
Closing Meeting 20 15 30 20 15 30

TOTAL Classroom Teacher 
Minutes 280 255 340 280 245 335

Physical Education 20 20 20 20 20 20

Fine Arts/Specials 40 40 40 40 40 40

Lunch/Recess 50 50 50 50 50 50

TOTAL Other Minutes 110 110 110 110 110 110

Total Minutes 390 365 450 390 355 445

Middle School Redesign: 
Proposed Schedules all have increased science minutes.



Moving Forward
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Sustainability

● Learning in Places: 
○ Bi-weekly partnership meetings with NU
○ Spring family & community-based organization co-design
○ Family Nights: Fall, Winter, Spring
○ 2024 Summer Summit for D65 Educators (PreK-8) 
○ Year 2 Cohort for D65 Educators (PreK-8) 
○ Year 3: integrated into D65 Curriculum

● Climate Action Unit:
○ Complete the 7th Grade inquiry to informed action supplement 

and incorporate it into our science curriculum (Summer 2024)
○ Plan student Climate Action showcase (SY24-25)

● Science Minutes:
○ K-2: During the instructional materials adoption process we will 

know how many minutes to include in the district’s  guidance.
○ K-5: Work with cross-content directors to develop realistic 

sample schedules with school leader, coach, and educator input.



Educator and Student Experience

Ms. Martin (Rhodes)
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Etapa temprana de nuestra 
jornada en Aprendiendo en 
Lugares
Early Stages of Our Learning 
Journey In Learning in Places

Registrando 
nuestras 
observaciones
Recording our 
observations A través de nuestros recorridos, nos dimos cuenta que 

necesitamos ser mejores observadores.
Through our wondering talks we realized  we needed to 
become better observers of our place.  The whole class 
set the goal of learning to observe “really observe”



Nuestros recorridos por la escuela
Our Schoolyard Wondering Walks

Nuestras observaciones se están volviendo más detalladas

Our observations are becoming increasingly detailed
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Nuestras representaciones incluyen, rotulos, color y 
dibujos.
Our representations include labels, coloring, and drawings.



Las plantas en nuestro salón
Plants growing in our classroom
Nuestras representaciones son más claras y directas sobre lo que 
observamos

We are more intentional in the representations about what we observe

25

This will be helpful in our 
future wondering walks 
and investigations!

¡Esto nos será muy útil para 
nuestros próximos recorridos  
e investigaciones!



Milkweed and other questions:(Why? What? How?)

Educator and Student Experience: Dawes, Ms Urquiaga





Language Work: Family Learning across subject areas 



Join Us: D65 Parent University and Learning in Places



Questions? Wonderings? 

● Type into the Chat

● Unmute and share

● Add to our Jamboard (scan QR Code)
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Y6YRQXpbVt-RU6kp0-iPhPlfTB-mJ2kGl72XHHjlvQw/edit?usp=sharing
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D65 Sustainability Resources

Check out the following resources!

★ D65 Sustainability Focus: 23-24 

School Year

★ D65 Guidance for Climate Action and 

Gardens at Schools: 23-24 School 

Year

★ Karen Bireta, Sustainability 

Coordinator biretak@district65.net 
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Growing our D65 Climate Action 

Community at every D65 school!

Please update or add contacts to this 

school year's contact list! 

★ Climate Action Team chairs / committee 

members

★ Garden Team leads

★ Climate Clubs

★ Educators / Staff passionate about 

sustainability

★ PTA emails

★ School PTA emails to Families

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XLYtfnFdZdDg9hDLbg0cJQK8alXiNjII/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XLYtfnFdZdDg9hDLbg0cJQK8alXiNjII/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PqQBV0hHVdNBLy0I93tvvmBFNuzlOM8D9IIb4SxvOnU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PqQBV0hHVdNBLy0I93tvvmBFNuzlOM8D9IIb4SxvOnU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PqQBV0hHVdNBLy0I93tvvmBFNuzlOM8D9IIb4SxvOnU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:biretak@district65.net
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y0cAZtfR5FCv2wjuzEYNeqTicWmAIO1bZWbzS-yMHJE/edit?usp=sharing


Check out our library of D65 resources 

for sustainability and school gardens! 

★ Click Here

★ Scan QR Code —>

D65 Sustainability & Garden Resources
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1g0ev5TH_JkI75HWu1F4mwcqDDtT99whWdq_QAHay9cM/edit?usp=sharing


Growing our Community: Stay in Touch

Click here or Scan QR Code to join one (or more) of our 

google groups: stay in touch and receive periodic updates. 
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D65 Climate Action 

Google Group

Open to all caregivers, 

community members 

d65climateactionteams@g

ooglegroups.com 

D65 Staff Climate Action 

Google Group

Open to all D65 Staff

climate-action-d65-staff-use

r-created@district65.net  

D65 School Garden Google 

Group

Open to all D65 Staff, caregivers, 

community members involved in 

our D65 school gardens

d65-school-garden-community-

user-created@district65.net  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSersW8dISrMk9RKXolzlRdNMivwPUiTg4ZAY1S4HtlClNxEvw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:d65climateactionteams@googlegroups.com
mailto:d65climateactionteams@googlegroups.com
mailto:climate-action-d65-staff-user-created@district65.net
mailto:climate-action-d65-staff-user-created@district65.net
mailto:d65-school-garden-community-user-created@district65.net
mailto:d65-school-garden-community-user-created@district65.net





