
MATH TALK
How to help your students’ 
parents talk to their children 
about Math at home



WHAT IS MATH TALK?

•“The ways of representing, thinking, talking, and agreeing 

and disagreeing that teachers and students use to engage 

in mathematical tasks.”

--- NCTM, 1991













TIPS

•Give students conversation starters to fuel discourse.

•Spend time discussing just one example problem- DECOMPOSE.

•Use visuals to help support discussion

•Question students on how they solved a problem

•Use correct academic terminology/language

•Give adequate wait time when asking questions- allow your child 

processing time 




