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Scheduling for 9th Grade
Please visit the MVHS Counseling Department Course Scheduling Information 
page for helpful information and documents, such as:

● 9th Grade Course Request Sheet - lists all classes available to 9th graders
● How to Enter Course Requests in Skyward for 9th Grade - instructions
● 2024-25 MVHS Course Scheduling Handbook - descriptions of all courses
● And more… 

○ PE Waiver Forms
○ Diploma Requirement Tracking Sheets
○ Graduation Pathways Checklists
○ Career and Technical Program Information

https://mvhs.mvcsc.k12.in.us/course-scheduling
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1705929866/mvcsck12inus/q8rvp3luc4ksa9earcc3/9Courserequest-Sheet18.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1705929944/mvcsck12inus/gcpofhsyznjpv4fywi2c/CourseRequestDirections--9thGrade2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VPmee96PqscT1bveg2WaKNhly2erH2DmMOKbYY90hXw/edit?usp=sharing


HIGH 
SCHOOL 

SCHEDULE



Block Four Schedule
● Only FOUR classes per day

● Classes are 85 minutes (plus a 30 minute SRT)

● Classes meet EVERY DAY for ONE SEMESTER

● Exceptions:

○ ONE-QUARTER classes:  PE I, PE II, 
Health, and other electives

○ YEAR-LONG classes: Band, Choir, some 
Math & English classes

● Start four NEW classes every semester

● 4 credits/quarter = 16 credits/year



Sample Schedule



GPA - Grade Point Average
● You will earn a letter grade in all of your courses, and those letter 

grades will be given a score on a 4.0 scale 
○ A = 4.0
○ B = 3.0
○ C = 2.0
○ D = 1.0
○ F = 0.0 

● Your average score on that 4.0 scale is your GPA
● GPA is an important consideration in college admissions and/or the 

workforce
● Some classes (Honors, AP, Dual Credit) get a GPA bump

Semester grades: A, A, B, C

4 + 4 + 3 + 2 = 13

13/4 = 3.25 GPA



Transcript
● All of the grades you earn in your 

high school courses will be listed 
on your TRANSCRIPT.

● Transcripts also include: GPA, 
class rank, & scores on tests such 
as the SAT & ACT.

● Colleges look at your transcript in 
making admissions decisions. 



● Retaking a class may take the place of an elective class that 
you have interest in

● Grades from failed classes stay on your transcript - they are 
NOT replaced by the passing grade

● Failing a class or classes may affect your ability to participate in 
athletics or extracurricular activities

Required Class = Must Pass!
If a student fails a required class in high school, they must 
retake that class until they are able to earn a passing grade



GRADUATION 
PATHWAYS 

REQUIREMENTS



Graduation Pathways 
Requirements



Core 40
Core 40 with Academic Honors 
Core 40 with Technical Honors

1. Earn a High School Diploma



Core 40 Diploma
● 45 Credits

○ English - 8 credits
○ Math - 6 credits (Math or QR 

course required each year) 
○ Science - 6 credits
○ Social Studies - 6 credits
○ PE - 2 credits
○ Health - 1 credit
○ Business Education - 1 credit
○ Electives (World Language, Fine 

Arts, NLPS Career Pathways, 
etc.) to total at least 45 credits



Core 40 with 
Academic Honors

All the requirements for a regular Core 40 diploma AND:

● Math - 2 additional credits

● World Language - 6-8 credits

○ (6 credits in one language or 4 credits each in 
two different languages)

● Fine Arts - 2 credits (art, music, etc.)

● Speech - 1 credit

● Earn a C or above in all courses that count toward the 
diploma

● Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA  = B or above

PLUS…



Core 40 with Academic Honors cont...
Select ONE of the following options:

1. 4 credits in AP courses + take corresponding AP exams

2. 6 college credits in dual credit courses 

3. Two of the following:
a. 3 college credits from priority (or approved dual credit) course list,
b. 2 credits in AP courses and take corresponding AP exams

4. SAT combined score of 1250 or higher, minimum 560 on Math and 590 on 
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing

5. ACT composite score of 26 or higher and complete writing section



Core 40 with Technical Honors
All the requirements for a regular Core 40 diploma AND:

●  6 credits in college and career pathway plus:
○ State-approved, industry-recognized certification or credential OR
○ 6 transcripted college credits from approved dual credit list

● Speech (1 credit)

● Earn a C or above in courses that count toward the diploma

● Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA  = B or above

● ONE of the following:
○ One of the six Core 40 AH options OR
○ Earn designated score on WorkKeys Assessment, Accuplacer 

Assessment, or Compass Assessment



Project-Based Learning Experience
or

Service-Based Learning Experience
or

Work-Based Learning Experience

2. Learn and Demonstrate 
Employability Skills



Project-Based 
Learning Experience

Examples include: completion 
of a course capstone, 

completion of a research 
project, or completion of the 
AP Capstone Assessment

At MVHS:
Many classes with a 

project-based component 
meet this requirement

Service-Based 
Learning Experience

Examples include: volunteer 
or civic engagement 

experience, engagement in a 
school-based activity, such as 

a co-curricular or 
extracurricular activity or sport 

for at least one academic 
year

At MVHS: 
Athletics, Band, Choir, 

FFA, 4-H, Scouts, Student 
Council, NHS, Clubs, 

Student Media

Work-Based 
Learning Experience

Examples include: completion 
of a course capstone, 

completion of an internship, 
obtaining the Governor’s 
Work Ethic Certificate, or 

employment outside of the 
school day

At MVHS:
Cooperative Education 

(ICE), Employment, 
Internship



3. Demonstrate Postsecondary- 
Ready Competencies

ASVAB: 
Earn at least a minimum 

Armed Forces Qualification 
Test (AFQT) score to qualify 
for placement into one of the 
branches of the US military

State-, Federal-, or 
Industry-recognized 

Apprenticeship

Diploma: 
Academic 

or 
Technical 
Honors 

SAT: 
Earn the college-ready 

benchmark scores 
Required for ALL 

Juniors!

State- and 
Industry-recognized 

Credential or 
Certification

AP/Dual 
Credit:

Earn a C 
average or 
higher in at 
least three 
(3) courses

ACT: 
Earn the 

college-ready 
benchmark 

scores

Career-Technical 
Education (CTE) 

Concentrator: 
Earn a C average or 
higher in a series of 
classes in a career 

sequence



Next Level Programs of Study
● Next Level Programs of Study (NLPS) are designed to help equip high school 

students with the skills, credentials, and certifications they will need in many future 
careers.  

● Completing a Next Level Program of Study sequence of three courses with a C 
average or better can fulfill the CTE Concentrator Post-Secondary Ready 
competency for the Graduation Pathways.  

● Students may begin many of these NLPS pathways their freshman year by 
taking a Principles class (listed on the next slide).  

● Students have many options for Career and Technical Education programs their 
junior and/or senior year in several different fields. These programs are half-day, 
year-long programs and can fulfill Post-Secondary Ready competencies through 
credits, credentials, or certifications. CTE opportunities for Mt. Vernon students are 
growing every year!



Next Level Programs of Study 
Prerequisite courses available for 9th grade

COURSE: NLPS Pathway:
Principles of Agriculture Agriscience: Plants or Animals
Principles of Computing Information Technology
Principles of Broadcasting Radio & TV Broadcasting
Principles of Digital Design Digital Design
Intro to Engineering Design Engineering
Principles of Teaching Education Careers
Principles of Culinary & Hospitality Culinary Arts
Principles of Human Services Human and Social Services
Principles of Business Management Accounting or Business Administration



Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
In your junior or senior year you can begin taking courses in vocational areas such as: 

● Automotive Technology
● Aviation
● Computer Animation
● Construction
● Cosmetology
● Criminal Justice
● Culinary Arts
● Graphic Design
● Health Sciences (nursing, pharmacy)
● HVAC
● TV and Radio Production
● Veterinary Science
● Welding
● and more!       *Many of these programs offer college credits and certifications!

Where?
Mt. Vernon High School

HC3

Walker Career Center
Indianapolis, IN

MSD Warren Township

D26 Anderson Career 
Center

Anderson, IN



  Advanced Placement (AP)   Dual Credit (DC)

•AP courses are designed to prepare a 
student for the rigors of college courses
•Students take an AP exam at the end of 
the course
•Students who score a 3 or higher on AP 
exam may earn college credit toward their 
degree at a college or university; it is up to 
each college or university’s determination 
of credit earned
•Students who score well on AP exams 
are more likely to graduate from college 
and earn a college degree

•Dual Credit courses allow students who 
earn a qualifying grade to earn both high 
school and college credits
•Dual Credit Courses are available in 
nearly all subject areas
•College credit is offered through Ivy Tech, 
or IU Bloomington and can be transferable 
to other colleges or universities
•Students do not have to earn a qualifying 
score on a test at the end of the course, but 
need to earn a qualifying grade and meet 
that university’s requirements to earn 
college credit

Both AP and Dual Credit courses can be a good way to save money on college tuition!



21st Century Scholars Program
● After the passage of House Enrolled Act (HEA) 1449-2023, current 7th and 

8th grade Hoosier students who are financially eligible for Free and Reduced 
Price Lunch will be automatically enrolled in the 21st Century Scholars 
Program. Parents and guardians of eligible students no longer need to 
complete an application for their students to participate.

● Eligible students who earn a Core 40 diploma, graduate with at least a 2.5 
GPA, and complete a sequence of college and career planning activities each 
year can earn up to FOUR YEARS PAID TUITION at an Indiana public 
university (or an equal amount towards a private or proprietary college or 
university)

● Learn more at:  http://www.in.gov/21stcenturyscholars/

http://www.in.gov/21stcenturyscholars/


FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 

QUESTIONS



PE & Summer School
● PE I (quarters 1 or 4) and PE II (quarters 2 or 3) are  

two required credits

● ONE credit may be earned with a PE Waiver for an 
MV sport, dance team, or marching band

● PE waiver MUST be turned in by student, signed by 
coach and PE teacher to earn credit

● One PE credit may also be earned in summer school 
prior to 9th grade (watch for information in May)

● Weightlifting credits do NOT count as PE credits

● If one 1 PE class will be taken next year, it needs to 
be paired with another 1 credit elective class



Math & Science Recommendations
● Math and Science teachers will make recommendations based on grades and test data

○ MATH: Algebra I, Algebra I Honors, Algebra I + Algebra I Lab (year-long) 
Geometry, Geometry Honors

○ SCIENCE: Integrated Chemistry-Physics (ICP), Biology Honors

● Math or Quantitative Reasoning (QR) class must be taken every year

● 6 math credits must be earned while in high school (grades 9-12)

● Algebra I from 8th grade may be counted towards towards math requirements for 
graduation and included on transcript

○ Grades will be calculated in the GPA

○ 6 math credits must still be earned in grades 9-12 

○ If student wishes to retake Algebra I from 8th grade in high school, that must be 
communicated to the high school counselor



English 9 vs. English 9 Honors

● Honors courses are NOT required to 
earn the Academic Honors diploma

● Summer homework for English 9 
Honors

● Faster, more rigorous pace



World Languages
● NOT required for the Core 40 diploma or the Technical Honors diploma
● REQUIRED for the Academic Honors diploma

○ 3 years of ONE language, or
○ 2 years each in TWO different languages

● Many colleges and universities DO require at least TWO years of a World 
Language (i.e. Indiana University, Purdue University) 



NEXT STEPS
for

SCHEDULING



● January 22nd
○ Students receive Course Scheduling Sheets 

● January 22nd-February 2nd
○ Students and families review course offerings 

and select classes for the 2024-2025 school 
year

● Friday, February 2nd
○ Course Request Sheets DUE 
○ Signed by parent on paper AND in Skyward!

● February 5-7th
○ Counselors meet one-on-one with all 8th 

graders at the middle school to review their 
selections

● Summer 2024
○ 2024-25 schedules released

Scheduling Timeline



Important Notes
● Students must turn in their form signed on paper 

AND enter course requests in Skyward

● Students must login to Skyward with their 
STUDENT login (parent login will not work)

● Students should select:

○ TWELVE credits, and

○ At least THREE alternates

● Math and Science courses will be entered as 
soon as HS teachers submit recommendations

● Course Requests DUE on FRIDAY, FEB 2nd!



Freshman Transition Events
SPRING 2024: 8th Grade Tours of the High School

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1: Freshman Orientation Day 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8: First Day of School 



Thank you for joining us!
Follow our updates on Social Media!

Counseling Department Website

MVHSguidancedepartment

MtVernonHighSchoolFortville

@MVHSguidance5

@MtVernonHS

mvhs_counselingdept

mtvernonhs

https://mvhs.mvcsc.k12.in.us/departments/counseling-department
https://www.facebook.com/MVHSguidancedepartment/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdxhTMKb9SqWBXHSrsydiZstiB6s5A2T6J_VpKbm1Ao-iw%3AAdwFsPck3I0M25W9DlRS20eOT_qfzeY0g6BXj-ESHKa4-g
https://www.facebook.com/MtVernonHighSchoolFortville
https://twitter.com/MVHSguidance5?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AMVHSguidance5&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mvcsc.k12.in.us%2F1%2FContent%2F662
https://twitter.com/MtVernonHS?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AMtVernonHS&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mvcsc.k12.in.us%2F1%2FHome
https://www.instagram.com/mvhs_counselingdept/
https://www.instagram.com/mtvernonhs/

