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Modeling: What is it? 

Dad modeled 
anguage us·ng 

'3osie's device every 
chance he could I 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flFNMky22-U


Modeling: What is it? 

" ... a communication strategy that requires a communication 
partner to teach symbol meaning and model symbolic 
communication by pairing speech with graphic symbols or other 
forms of aided augmentative and alternative communication." -
Project Core 

http://www.project-core.com/


Modeling: What is it? 

In other words ... 
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Modeling: Why do we do it? 

We want our input (how we communicate 
with the child) to match the desired 
output (how the child will communicate) 

• If we want a child to learn spoken English ... 
... we speak to them in English 

• If we want a child to learn to speak in Spanish ... 
... we speak to them in Spanish 

• If we want a child to learn to communicate using picture 
symbols ... 
... we communicate with them using picture symbols (in 
addition to verbal speech} 

INPUT 

Spoken language 

Spo�enlanguage 

Aided languag,e 
Spo�enlanguage 

OUTPUT 

Spoken language 
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�.: � J!Jded language 

0 Aided language
(Spoken languag1e) 

(Porter, 2007 1 pg. 49-50) 



Modeling: Why do we do it? 

Kids learning to speak are exposed to 
spoken language all the time. 

Kids learning to use AAC need to be 
exposed to AAC all the time tool 



Modeling: How do we do it? SMoRRES! 

s Mo R E s 

SMoRRES is a mnemonic for high quality AAC modeling, created by Jill 
Senner and Matt Baud 



Modeling: S = Slow Rate 

s 

• Speak slowly and clearly 
• Minimize "filler" speech 

Video credit: We Speak PODD 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIcYr42xRgo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfvD20l2wn-fS2Ar4bdTXZg


Modeling: Mo = Model all the time 

Mo 

• SELF TALK 
• Self talk (what you are doing) • PARALLEL TALK 
• Parallel talk (what the AAC user 

is doing) • TOY TALK 
• It's okay if the AAC user 

doesn't respond 

Video credit: Heather Hayworth 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKowaBkSm9A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5btZYG-tnrxhEFPn-yRZyw


Modeling: R = Respect and Reflect 

R 

"Map" your modeling onto the AAC 
user's nonverbal communication 

• AAC user pushes materials away 
➔ model "finished" 

• AAC user smiles 
➔ model "happy" or "I like it" 

Video credit: Mara Rogers 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XijeHjhEpcw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-OL_gMYlEtmKLAtR9eaQkw


Modeling: R = Repeat 

R 

• Model targeted words 
frequently 

• Many repetitions over time are 
needed for learning 

Video credit: Melba Acey 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebEi-VZAEEU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK87wRfZpyIwqZFZIQ2XA-w


Modeling: E = Expand 

E 

Model a phrase 1-2 words longer 
than what AAC user is using 

• AAC user selects "more" ➔ 

model "want more" 
• AAC user selects "play ball" ➔ 

model "play big ball" 

Video credit: Melba Acey 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebEi-VZAEEU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK87wRfZpyIwqZFZIQ2XA-w


Modeling: E = Expand 

E 

• Model "one step up
11 

from user's 
current level 

more get more 



Modeling: S = Stop 

s 

• After modeling, stop and give 
AAC user opportunity to 
respond 

• Use an inviting, expectant pause 

• BUT remember that it's okay if 
they don't respond 

Video credit: Melba Acey 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebEi-VZAEEU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK87wRfZpyIwqZFZIQ2XA-w


Model many functions of communication 

Reject I Rafu5 Make Comme11ts Assen Ind P13n nee Ask. u 110119 01 reel othN' ac hons 

FUNCTIONS of 
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Model many functions of communication 

Many AAC users get stuck on requesting objects 

We can help encourage other functions of communication by modeling 
them consistently 

Other motivating communicative functions might include 

• Reject/refuse/protest (model "finished," "stop," or "don't like") 
• Direct action/activity (model "more," "go," "turn it on") 
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Vocabulary 

Core: most frequently used words 

- Not many nouns 
Verbs, pronouns, prepositions 

- More flexible but more abstract 

Fringe: more specific, less frequently used 

- Most nouns are fringe words 
- More concrete but less flexible 
- Often most motivating to start with 

Easy to get stuck here 
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Vocabulary 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG5JeH2H_OY


Vocabulary 

Model both core and fringe, BUT 

• Don't get stuck searching for every fringe word you might want to use 
o If you can't find a specific word, can you find a more general way to say it? 
o E.g. instead of "drive" you could say "go;" instead of "draw" you could say 

"make" 

• Remember that core words can be used in almost any situation 
• Remember that AAC users may need more models of core words to 

learn the symbols 

Some professionals suggest trying to model four core words for every one 
fringe word 



Model ing Resources 

Low tech boards and books (based on TouchChat 
IIIIWJIIIIIIIIIIIIwith WordPower, via Saltillo) 

A B C D E F G H I J 

K L M N O P Q R S T• Free printable options 
• Use as backup when high tech isn't available 

(e.g. in pool, when battery is dead) 
• Low tech boards can be left in different 

locations in the home 
o Home page/core vocabulary - can use everywhere 
o Activity-specific pages - keep in appropriate location (e.g. 

"snack" page in kitchen) 

Word Power 60 Basic SS 

https://saltillo.com/chatcorner/content/29


Model ing Resources 

"Activity-First" planners - can help provide ideas for what language to 
model 
(via Saltillo) 

does the action? 

I/ME 
YOU 

IT/THEY 

Words to Initiate 

or Request Recurrence 

THAT THIS 
CUP PLATE DISH 
CONTAINER LID 

©-Saltillo corporation-09/2014 

https://saltillo.com/chatcorner/content/25
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