Mahwah High School
Option Two Program VHS Learning, Maynard, MA
Web address: http:/vhslearning.org

Mahwah High School will offer another Option Two Program open to grade 11 & 12 students who wish to pursue
elective credits by enrolling in Virtual High School’s online courses. While VHS Collaborative offers a wide
range of courses - students may not select advanced placement courses or course areas that are offered at or
comparable to Mahwah High School course offerings.

What is the VHS Collaborative (VHS)?

VHS Collaborative is a non-profit global consortium of over 500 high schools offering innovative online courses.
VHS member schools add over 200 courses that may not be part of the local curriculum. Students at member
schools can pursue specific areas of interest with other students from across the globe. Imagine classrooms
without walls, where students are able to attend their classes 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Imagine students
working cooperatively online with others from a wide variety of ethnicities, backgrounds and geographic
locations.

Beginning with the fall semester of this school year, Mahwah High School will be approving online courses
through the Virtual High School Consortium. These courses will offer students the opportunity to collaborate
with students and educators globally in an online environment. Dominick Gliatta, Director of Guidance, is the
district's Virtual Learning Coordinator and will coordinate all VHS activities.

As exciting as this may sound, VHS is not for everyone. Before you apply, you need to make sure you fully
understand what VHS is and what it involves, so you can be sure VHS is right for you.

This packet contains more information about VHS, as well as an application form. Please read this packet
thoroughly, and if you feel that you are eligible, can meet the time requirements necessary for a VHS course,
and you possess the characteristics of a successful VHS student, fill out the attached application and contract
form. Be sure to get all the necessary signatures and submit the completed application to your guidance
counselor.

To view the VHS Course Catalog, go to http://vhslearning.org/catalog

Why Virtual High School Classes?

Unlike classes offered by other online course providers, all VHS Collaborative (VHS) classes are teacher
facilitated. Class sizes are limited to 25, and there is an emphasis on interaction between teachers and students.
Activities are student-centered and discussion and group activities are a part of each VHS course.

Virtual High School classes take place entirely over the Internet. There is no need for special software or
hardware. Anywhere students have access to the Internet they can take a VHS class! Students can post work to
their class anytime, day or night. VHS classes are offered in a scheduled asynchronous mode. That means that
classes follow a semester schedule and assignments are due at specified weekly intervals. However, students can
complete their work at anytime during the week, as long as work is posted by specified due dates.

All VHS courses are monitored regularly, and adhere to the National Education Association’s (NEA)
recommended course guidelines for high quality online courses.

As a Virtual High School student you will:

. Have flexibility — whenever or wherever you have Internet access you can go to class!

. Gain essential 21st century learning skills, such as multimedia presentation, online
collaboration, communication, and team-building.

. Collaborate with students from other states and countries.

. Have access to unique courses that might not be available at your local school.


http://www.vhscollaborative.org/
http://vhslearning.org/catalog

What courses can | take?

To view the VHS Course Catalog, go to http://vhslearning.org/catalog Choose from a full catalog of semester
length courses, including honors, technical, and specialized courses. Enroll in unique courses not traditionally
available, such as pre-veterinary medicine or bioethics. Grade 11 and 12 students may earn elective credit only
for courses not offered at Mahwah High School.

How do | know if VHS is right for me?
If you’ve never taken an online class and want to find out if Virtual High School is for you, take the
http://faculty.govhs.org/Content/InfoFor-StudentSurvey (click on this link).

How will my child benefit from VHS?
Through VHS, your child will:
e Take one or more high school classes online, entirely over the internet.
e Engage in unique collaboration opportunities with peers from around the world.
e Take advantage of the flexibility of VHS courses that can take place anywhere, anytime.
e Participate in courses that are highly desired, yet are not typically offered locally.

What are the eligibility requirements?
Students that are interested in taking a VHS course must meet the following requirements:

o Student must have a GPA of 80 or higher and be on track for graduation

o Student must have a good attendance record

. Student must be known as a “self-starter” and a “responsible learner”

o Students must receive recommendations from a teacher in the department where the VHS

course would fit (should be a teacher that has had the student in a recent or current class) and
their guidance counselor
o Student and parent must both sign the VHS course contract

o Prior administrative approval by the department supervisor, director of guidance, and principal
must be obtained before enrolling in any Option Two program

What is the time commitment for an online course?

A standard level class requires students to be actively engaged in their coursework for approximately 6 -8
hours per week; an honors level class requires 8 -10 hours per week; and an AP level class requires 10 -12
hours per week.

VHS students are expected to attend and participate as fully as they would attend and participate in a traditional
classroom course. All assigned work should be completed in a timely fashion, and students must actively
participate in course discussions. At an absolute minimum, students are required to log-in and perform work in
their VHS class three times per week. The time commitment for their VHS course depends on the level of course
that the student is taking, as outlined above.

What are the characteristics of a successful online student?

To be a successful VHS student, you should have a strong interest in, and commitment to, the course of study.
You do not have to be a “computer whiz” to take a VHS course, but you need to be willing and able to learn new
things about the use of computers in learning.

You should be a self-motivated, self-disciplined learner. Because of the flexibility in VHS classes, it can be easy
to fall behind with work. It's up to each student to check assignment due dates, set their own pace, and submit
work on time. Assignments in VHS classes vary from class to class and may include quizzes and tests, reading
and writing assignments, special projects, and class discussions. One of the biggest mistakes new VHS students
make is not giving themselves enough time to complete their work. Other characteristics include strong
organizational skills, problem solving skills, writing skills, and reading skills.


http://vhslearning.org/catalog
http://faculty.govhs.org/Content/InfoFor-StudentSurvey

How VHS Works — Some Rules, Policies and Procedures

Each class has its own password-protected, secure web page. You will receive a username and password to
access your class. Your VHS teacher and VHS classmates may live across the country or even around the world,
but all of you will gather online to discuss coursework and to complete assignments (both individual and group
assignments). You may work on your class at any time of the day or night. You don’t have to be online at the
same time as your teacher or classmates are online.

VHS classes are set up in weeks. All one-semester classes last for fifteen weeks (and end sooner than our MHS
semesters do). Classes begin at approximately the same time as the MHS semesters but end about a month earlier.
Each semester includes two marking periods and there is a report card for each. Classes continue during our
school vacations.

Every Wednesday a new week begins. During that period you need to get the week’s work done. That work
might consist of discussions, written assignments, group work, projects and more, depending on the way your
teacher has constructed his/her class. The best way to get the work done is to do some work every day. Courses
will be conducted in a dedicated location at Mahwah High School using school computers and you will be
required to go there to work on your class each day. VHS classes are demanding. You must ensure that you have
the necessary time to dedicate to the class.

At an absolute minimum, students are required to log-in and perform work in their VHS class at least three times
per week. The time commitment for their VHS course depends on the level of course that the student is taking,
but will be at least 5-7 hours per week. The MHS Site Coordinator will receive a grade report from your VHS
teacher every two weeks. We can also access classes to check on student progress and communicate with VHS
teachers.

Who is the Site Coordinator?
Mr. Dominick Gliatta, Director of Guidance Phone: 201-762-2310 Email: dgliatta@mahwah.k12.nj.us

What is the tuition cost?

Any costs incurred as a result of an Option Two program will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian. The
Board of Education will not assume any responsibility for any fees associated with this program. The cost of a
class is $450 per semester course or $900 per full year course. Checks should be made payable to Mahwah
Board of Education.

What will appear on my final transcript?

Pass (P) or Fail (F) grade will be awarded on report cards and transcripts.

Credits count toward graduation elective requirements. As with all Option Two Programs, grades will not be
included in GPA calculations and class rank.

What happens if | decide to drop the class?

Students who register for a VHS class must commit themselves to taking that class. Dropping courses is highly
discouraged. Sign up for VHS only if you have every intention of taking a class. If you should drop a class, be
aware that “WF” will appear on your MHS transcript and your course fee will not be refunded.

How do | apply for this Option Two program?

Please contact the guidance department to pick up an application form or download one below. Seats are
limited, so be sure to get your application in as soon as possible. If you have questions about your eligibility or
anything else, your guidance counselor can help you with the application process. Be sure to review the
eligibility requirements and course pre-requisites.
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VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL NETCOURSES
Please read and fill in, legibly, all the application spaces.

INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE RETURNED

Student Name

Grade level

Counselor Name

Student E-mail address

VHS Course Selection — Please list, in order of preference, three courses that you would be interested in signing up
for if you were accepted into the VHS program. Make sure you read the course description carefully before you make
any of

your selections, as courses vary in length. AP Courses are full year, so you cannot select one for the spring semester.
Please note that if you select an AP Course, you are expected to take the AP Exam.

First Choice Course Title

Second Choice Course
Title

Third Choice Course Title

Teacher Recommendation:

Student motivation and self-discipline 4 Strong U Average | U Below Average
Student ability to plan, prioritize and organize U Strong U Average U Below Average
Student problem solving skills U Strong U Average | U Below Average
Student writing skills Q Strong U Average | U Below Average
Student reading skills 4 Strong U Average | U Below Average
Student ability to complete assignments on time U Strong U Average | U Below Average

U I endorse this student’s candidacy for Virtual High School.

U I endorse, with reservations, this student’s candidacy for Virtual High School. Please comment
below.




Comments:

Teacher’s Signature: Date: [/ |/

Guidance Counselor Recommendation:

O 1 certify that the student has at least an 80.00 GPA and good attendance record.

O Student meets grade level requirements in VHS course catalog

U Student meets prerequisite requirements in VHS course catalog

O Student meets course level requirements in VHS course catalog

U I endorse this student’s candidacy for Virtual High School.

U I endorse, with reservations, this student’s candidacy for Virtual High School. Please comment

below.
Comments:

Counselor’s Signature: Date: /[ |/

Student Contract: When enrolled in the VHS course, | understand that:

| am responsible for completing all course requirements including participating at least 3-4 times a week.
Hours may vary as outlined depending on course level.

MHS teachers are not obligated to tutor me, to help me with assignments, or to explain course concepts.
the MHS site-coordinator will monitor my progress, and I am responsible to meet with him when
requested to do so.

if 1 drop the VHS course, the course will appear on my MHS transcript as WF and | will not receive a
tuition refund.

enrollment is based upon course availability and eligibility requirements (enrollment is not guaranteed).
student activity is monitored, and VHS teachers may drop students who do not check into class or post
regularly, even if that student meets work deadlines. Further, observance of school vacations is at the
discretion of the VHS teacher. Students are obligated to participate over school vacations. Each student
is expected to log on daily, and check into his or her class. VHS Rules allow teachers to drop any student
at any time (without warning) that has failed to log on a minimum number of days or minimum
accumulated time per week.

Q I am responsible for all VHS course work and must make arrangements to make up missed work due to
absence or computer problems. VHS policy assumes that problems with technology will happen. VHS
teachers are not required to make allowances for students who miss deadlines due to technical problems.
You are expected to post material and assignments well before the Tuesday evening deadlines, to avoid
any last-minute submission problems.

o0 O 00 O

I have read and reviewed all material on this form, and | agree to abide by the VHS rules and the Statement of
Understanding.
Student Signature: Date: [/ [/

I have read and reviewed all material on this form, including Course selections and the VHS Statement of
Understanding.
Parent Signature: Date: [/ [/

This completed application must be submitted to the Principal for final approval. For more information, please
contact the VHS Site Coordinator, Dominick Gliatta, Director of Guidance



Principal Signature: Director of Guidance Signature:

For admin use only: U Accepted U On wait list U Denied




