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1. Application Period:    

October 15 through January 15. Applications will be made available online throughout 
this time frame. Applicants without access to a computer may complete their application 
at the school during regular school hours from 8:30 – 3:00 Monday through Friday. The 
application will include all dates relevant to the application, selection and enrollment 
process.  
  

2. Enrollment Period:   

 February 1 through January 31. Any openings from the start of school through January 
31st will be filled from the priority listing. Openings that may occur after January 31st 
through the remainder of the school year will not be filled.  
  

3.  The Woods Charter School shall offer enrollment to an applicant who submits a 
completed application during the application period and meets the legal admission 
requirements unless the number of applications submitted by eligible applicants during 
the application period exceeds the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to which 
an applicant is seeking enrollment.  
  

4.  If the number of applications submitted by eligible applicants during the application 
period exceeds the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to which they are 
seeking enrollment, then acceptance for any oversubscribed program, class, or grade 
level shall be determined by lottery.  
  

5. Priority Placement:   

For the purposes of this section, the term “siblings” includes any of the following who 
reside in the same household: half siblings, stepsiblings, and children residing in a 
family foster home.  
  

 Priority will be given in this order:  
  



1. Children of Full-time Faculty.  Note: GS 115C-218.45 restricts the portion of 
priority enrollment given to children of full-time faculty to no more than 15% of 
the total student body.  

2. Students who were enrolled within the two previous school years but left the 
school (i) to participate in an academic study abroad program or a competitive 
admission residential program or (ii) because of the vocational opportunities of 
the student’s parent. 

3. Siblings of currently enrolled students who were enrolled at Woods in the 
previous year. 

4. Siblings of students who have graduated from Woods Charter School and who 
were enrolled in at least four grade levels offered by Woods. 
 

 
Siblings:  Siblings must be identified by completing the Priority Application no later 
than January 15th to be given priority placement. If the number of eligible enrollment 
priority applicants exceeds the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to which 
they are seeking enrollment, then acceptance of enrollment priority applicants shall be 
determined by lottery.   
 
Economically Disadvantaged Students:  Woods Charter School will institute a priority 
lottery for each year’s incoming classes with the goal of reaching a percentage of 
students meeting the “Economically Disadvantaged” (ED) criteria that approximates the 
average percentage at the five geographically closest traditional public schools in our 
area.  The criteria for ED will be the national Free and Reduced Lunch (FRL) criteria.  
The weighted lottery for ED students will take place after the priority placements 
identified above. 
 
With each lottery, the Board will vote to identify the number of ED seats available in the 
incoming classes.   
 
Families will have the opportunity to complete an optional form, separate from their 
lottery application, where they can offer family income information in order to 
determine if they are eligible for the purposes of the priority lottery.  This supplemental 
form will ask applicants to consent to verify status as FRL eligible by school staff and 
will state that no specific information will be obtained beyond eligibility status and that 
the information will not be retained.   
 
If a family is selected for enrollment through the weighted lottery, they must provide 
supporting documentation of eligibility during the school’s enrollment process.  If a 
family is unable to provide the supporting documentation necessary to qualify for the 
weighted lottery, the family should be contacted to offer assistance.  If the family is 
unable to provide the documentation, the applicant should be returned to the general 
waiting list. 
 

   



5. Lottery Process:   

  

• The time, date, and place of the lottery shall be clearly stated on the 
school’s website.  

• The lottery shall be open to the general public.  
• Separate individuals will draw, record, and verify the results of the lottery.  
• The lottery will be random with each applicant having an equal 

opportunity to be selected.  

• The lottery shall continue until all eligible applicants have been selected 
and placed on a priority listing in order of selection.  

• For the ED lottery, once the specific target percentage is filled in the 
weighted lottery drawing, the remaining students who qualify for the 
weighted lottery, but were not selected, will be placed into the general 
lottery pool. 

• Within five days after the lottery, the school shall offer enrollment to the 
applicants in the order they appear on the priority listing until the school 
has offered enrollment to the number of applicants equal to the number of 
available positions in the program, class, or grade level for which the 
lottery is being conducted.  

• Any offer of enrollment will be sent by email and/or telephone with a 
deadline within five (5) school days by which an applicant must accept the 
offer. This five (5) day deadline shall not apply to offers of enrollment 
made during the first twenty (20) days of the academic calendar. If an 
applicant does not accept enrollment by the specified deadline, the school 
shall offer enrollment to the next applicant on the priority listing. 
Acceptance must be in written confirmation.  

  

7.  Applications received after January 15th will be added to the end of the priority listing 
for that program, class or grade level that they are applying for in the order in which 
they were received. If more than one application is received simultaneously, a lottery 
will determine placement  
  

8. If, prior to the end of the enrollment period (January 31st), a position becomes 
available in the program, class, or grade level for which a priority listing exists, then the 
school shall offer enrollment in that program, class, or grade level to the next applicant 
on the priority listing  
  

9. Priority Listing:   

The Priority listing will remain in place for the applicable enrollment period. After such 
time, a new priority listing will be created based on the next year’s applicant pool. The 
application process will start new each year with all interested applicants needing to 
reapply.  
  

10.  Eligible Applicant:   



All applicants must be eligible within Public School Law and must adhere to the Woods 
Charter School Promotion Policy. See the Woods Charter School Handbook under 
Section Three: Academics.  
  

11.  School’s Right to Refuse Enrollment: 
School reserves the right to refuse to enroll any student currently under a term of 

expulsion or suspension by his or her school until that term is over.   

 

School reserves the right to refuse to enroll a student if a parent willingly and knowingly 

provided incorrect information on the enrollment application. 

 

 

 

 

Woods Charter School actively strives to be a community of faculty, students, and 
families of diverse backgrounds. Woods does not discriminate based on age, race, color, 
gender/gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, physical disability, family status, 
socioeconomic background, national or ethnic origin, or any other protected class in the 
administration of its policies and programs.  The following person has been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies: Ann Kaiyala, 
akaiayala@woodscharter.org 


