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School District #26 Rome Township 
There were three rural schools in Rome Township. The first 

school to be organized was District #26. This school was organized 
on November 17, 1881. The first members of the school board were: 
Peter Crom, clerk; W. O. Barkwill , director; and John T. Newby. 
Some of the first teachers in this school were; Addie Lentzmeyer, 
Elizabeth Beirschied Bauer, Isabell Kliegle, Mrs. William Roh­
weder Sr. (Hansen), and Miss Trygstad. For two years a minister 
came out from Goodwin and taught this school. In those years 
school was in session only about three months of the year. 

On June 26, 1899, Rome Township bought this school house and 
moved it one mile north and one mile east of where it was located. 
Since that time the township has used it for the Town Hall. They 
purchased this school house for $100. The district built a new school 
house and just a few years later it burned to the ground. The cause 
of the fire was an over-heated stovepipe. A third school house was 
built by John Rosenkranz. In 1920 District #26 consolidated with 
District # three. The school house was sold and was moved by a 
steam engine to a place west of Altamont. 

Some of the children who went to this school in the early 1900's 
were: Jennie, Annie, Lillie and Frank Crom; George, Wesley, Fred 
and John Wemmering; Mable, Myrtle, Willie, George and Henry 
Bernitz; Tommy, Amelia and Alfred Lippert; Hartwick Johnson; 
Ludwig, Frank and Theresa Leindl; and Hattie Wigdale. 

Pleasant View School District #27, 
Grange Township 

On the 17th of May 1898, a Canadian family sold a farm to John 
Wattnem. It included all the land except two plus acres in the south 
east corner which was for the school. 

The first daily attendance Register that could be found starts with 
the fall term on September 14, 1891 with Elsie Gullickson as 
teacher. Pupils were: Mary Gasper, Georgina Granner, Gena Brans­
rud, Carl Bransrud, Julius Granner, Carl Granner, Henry Thomp­
son, Lewis Hatlestad, Sever Hatlestad, Sam Hatlestad, Annie AI­
seike, Sever Alseike, John Gasper, Sever Thompson and Henry 
Koppman. 

Above: School-year 1928-1929 
Front row (kneeling): Harold Ricklefs, Vernon Lawrence, AI/en 
Hatlestad, Verner Nystrom, Dorward Schleuter 
Second row (seated): Lillian Nystrom, Alice Jurgens, Betty Nys­
trom (standing), Ada Aaby (teacher), Lil/ian Fjerestud, Lenore 
Wattnem. 
Back row: Hazel Gasper, Stella Nystrom, Eva Wattnem, Richard 
Ricklefs, Harold Gasper, Lois Lawrence, Olive Schleuter, Martha 
Jurgens, Elizabeth Gulbraa. Not on picture - Inez Schleuter. 

O. C. Dokken was the County Superintendent at this time. The 
winter term started in January and ended April 15, 1892. 

The fall term of 1892, with Mrs. Thorno Paulsen as teacher , had 
16 pupils. The 1893 term, commencing October 2, had Maggie 
Walsh, teacher, with 23 pupils. 

The winter term commenced January 9, 1894 with W. S . Alex­
ander as teacher. Peter T. Mellom was the teacher for the fall term . 

A big two-room brick school was built to replace the original 
school house in 1925. It was partially wrecked by a tornado in the 
spring of 1942 and was rebuilt into a one room school. The school 
voted to close and join the Estelline School District in 1964. 

Gravning School District #28, Grange 
Township 

Above: Gravning School - about 1937 
Myrtle Gorder (deceased), Arlitt Stroschein Warner, Margie 
Green, Darlene Kienest Tiezen, Oriska Gravning Stroschein, Au­
drey Anderson Texley (deceased). Boy to left: Jarvin Anderson. 
Other boy: Willis Green 

The Gravning School District #28 was organized in about 1885. 
The first school board had as its members: Eric Westley, J . J. 
Gravning and Ole Lea, the latter two were bachelors. By the time 
the school house was built, J. J. Gravning had married the widow of 
Eric Westley and he donated the land for the school site. Manda 
Mathison, Laura Sonnenburg, Arthur Miller, August Bucholz and 
Ida Allickson were a few of the early teachers. 

In 1926 a new two-room school house was built. Freshman year 
high school was taught in addition to the required eight grades. A 
Mr. Prescott was Deuel County Superintendent of Schools at this 
t ime. The old school was sold to George Laberee and the building 
still stands on his farm in Grange Township. For a number of years, 
the enrollment ranged from 30 to 40 pupils. 

In 1946 the school was closed because the enrollment had de­
creased to three pupils. These pupils were bused to Estelline. How­
ever, a few years later the school was reopened until it was perma­
nently closed in 1963. 

In 1966 part of the district consolidated with Deuhrook and the 
remainder with Estelline. In 1968 the school house was dismantled, 
and the land reverted to the present owners of the Gravning land, 
Stroschein Brothers. 

I attended District #28 from 1930 until 1938 including grade 
nine. In 1944, I returned to teach the school for two terms. To the 
best of my knowledge, I am the only pupil of tha t school who later 
returned to teach there. 

by Mrs. Leon Stroschein 
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Pleasant View School District #45 
Pleasant View School was first held in the Barney O' Hare home, 

with Theodore O ' Hare as the teacher. After the school was built, 
some of the early board members were A. w. Carlson, M. F. 
White, Tom Nelson, Ole Nelson, George Stoner, Ed Maas, Nellie 
O'Hare, W. H. Keith, J . T. O'Hare, J. G. Murphy, and Mrs. M. F. 
Whitc. 

Early teachers were Anna Geardink, Violet McDonald, Gertrude 
Cronin, Margaret Lavin, Amy Derr, and Hattie Mielke. After 1931 
the teachers were Dorothy Bork, Adelaide Tassler, R. S. Bently, 
Mae O'Hare, Gladys Cummins, Barbara Deville, Adelaide Swen­
son, Jessie Pank, Betty Djonne, Ida Skogsberg, Violet Cloudy, Be­
atrice Kluge, Marie and Dorothy Seefeldt, Bonnie Heeren, lona 
Korpal, Mrs. Randgaard, Mrs. Roberts. 

In 1957, while Donna Swenson was teaching, the school closed. 

School District #46 
At District #46, school was first held in the Tom Conley home. 

Mrs. Conley taught her own ,children along with a few neighboring 
children. In 1883 the school house was built. The cost of the lumber 
was $80.00, the first teacher was Carrie Hubbs from Gary. School 
was held for only two months that year. 

Marie Cain and Elsie Baon taught for many years. Board mem­
bers as early as 1902 were August Asmusson, chairman; W. J. Bell, 
clerk; and J. Cain, treasurer. Others who served on the board were 
Mrs. Ton Conley, Mrs. Gust Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Silas Weeks, 
and Mrs. Frank Carlson . 

In 1917 there were only six students, five boys and one girl. 
The clerks records were kept in the Gust Schmidt home, which 

burned in 1930. For lack of students the school closed . Officers still 
maintained their duties. New families moved into the district, so in 
1930 the school reopened. 

Teachers from 1930 to 1946 were Marguerite Hamling, Helen 
Dumphy, Anna Galvin, Gladys Cummins, Doris Wicklund, and 
Mrs. John O'Hare. 

In 1946 the school closed again and the students were sent to 
other districts. 

School District #47 
School District #47 was located in Hidewood Township one-half 

mile west of where Marvin Hamann lives in 1977 . It was in the 
pathway of Interstate 29 and was burned. 

School District # 48 
School District #48 was organized on May 31 , 1884. The men 

who served on the first school board were E. Lassig, director; R. A. 
Whipple, clerk; and R. Raschke, treasurer. The first school house 
was built around 1917. 

Some of the first teachers were Berdyne Ulven, Elenora Jellesma, 
Esther Webb, Kathleen Hand, Emma Ihrke and Anna Dumke. 

When Elizabeth Bierschied Bauer was 16 years of age, she rode 
her bicycle out from Goodwin and taught this school. Some of her 
students were Tony and Frances Korbel; Mary, Nellie and Dina 
Schmidt; Bill Dorman; the Ludwig Freidle children; the Engles 
children; and the Fred Raschke children. 

In 1946 the school closed and consolidated with District #3. 

Pleasant Valley School District #51 
District #51, was organized on December 31 , 1884; then it was 

reorganized in December of 1885. The first persons to serve on the 
school board were Louis Jacobson, director; I. J . Lynne, clerk; Ole 
Joromo, treasurer; and Gustove Anderson, director . Some of the 
teachers who taught there were Johanna Dagenar, Lulu Roberts, 
Avis Mitchell and Lila Larson. Some of the students who went to 
this school in the earlier years were Clara, Loaf, Louis and Nettie 
Bjerke; Henry, Emily, Anna, Mary and Anton Weber; Anna, Nels, 
Hilda, Emma, Carrie, Morris, and Johnny Jacobson; John, Gina, 
Bennett, Willy, and Lilly Larson; Mable, Myrtle, William, Henry 
and George Bernitz; Annie, Andrew and Wallburg Dahlstrom; Har­
ry and Ethyle Wilson. 

The present school house was built in 1917 by John Larson and 
Charlie Dahl. It was built south of the first school house on the same 
plot of land. The old one was moved when the new one was finished. 
The school closed for a couple of years in 1955; then it reopened and 
Ethel Anderson taught this school until its final closing in 1961. It 
then consolidated with District #3. 

Good View School District #53 
Scandinavia Township 

The first record of a meeting of District #53 in Deuel County, 
Dakota Territory was one held at the house of J. H. Kopperud on 
April 10, 1885, with Ole Halvorson as clerk and Edwin Hawley, 
treasurer. 

On June 15, 1885, a special meeting was held for the purpose of 
voting for or against issuing bonds on the district. The vote carried. 

Two weeks later it was voted to issue 18 mills on the dollar on all 
taxable property as a school fund, and that the director, clerk and 
treasurer should receive $5.00 per year for their services. 

It was voted that same year to have the school house in the center 
of the district as near as practicable. 

The school house was built for $400.00 in the summer of 1885 
and J. H. Kopperud was paid $5.00 for one acre of land for the site 
on condition that the school district pay all the expenses necessary 
for securing a deed. 

Ole Halvorson was hired to teach, govern, and conduct the schol­
ars of the public school for the sum of $110.00. The next year he 
received $112 .00. 

Teachers were, from October 1888, Nellie H. Misener, Ray F. 
Whitston, Emma Malham, Albert Sturges, Lars Hollekime, Rosa 
Moen, Alice Peterson, Bertha Erickson, G. O. Halverson, Mary 
Moen, Clara M. Jenson, J. M. Peterson, Anna Peterson, Anna 
Thompson, Amanda Pederson, Sam Shelstad, Clara Wrolstad, Hil­
da Sandru, Alice Saulter, Oscar Erickson, Katryn Cullian , Lena 
Mathison, Lenie Dahle, Oreska Walberg and Walter Jerde, Olga 
Zeskke, Dagny Lovaas, Ada Wernes, Mrs. S . E. Peters, Mrs. Con­
rad Solberg, Ruth Brevik, Marie Lightner, Myrtle Hogie, Walter 
Person, Julia Dokken, Mrs. Gordon Behank, Marie Nannestad, and 
Julia Rogness. 

In the fall of 1896 Hugo Fahlen became treasurer and had that 
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Longman School District #29, Blom 
Township 

April 4, 1882, School Superintendent of Deuel County formed 
school district #29. Proceedings of the first meeting held at the 
house of Joseph H. Mundahl on April 4, 1882. On motion, it was 
decided not to build a school house this year - J. H. Mundahl , 
clerk. 

A special meeting on May 19, 1883 was held at the home of N.E. 
Quickstad. On motion, it was decided to build a school house, 18 
feet by 18 feet, and 10 feet high, with four windows and one door . 

M. T. Allum received the first warrant issued, $200 for building 
the school house. The Racine'School Furniture Company received a 
warrant of $40 for all the school house furniture. 

The first teachers , B. M. Ramsett and Josephine Quissel taught 
the fall and spring terms (80 days) each receiving $50.00. There 
were 14 children enrolled, the spring term ended June 30, 1884. 

A special meeting on July 31, 1899 was called for the purpose of 
voting bonds for the building of a new school house for the district. 
The votes were cast - eight for a new school house and two against. 

The new school house cost $628.00. O . Molstad built it and John 
Ostigaard was paid $60.00 for his stonework and cellar. 

June 19, 1900 the motion was made to have six months of school. 
It was also decided to have the Board or teachers see to it that the 
larger scholars at school take the outside seats in the winter. Ole E. 
Olson was the first teacher in the new school house at $30.00 a 
month salary. 

The Longman school house was moved in the summer of 1946 
near highway 7i Mrs. Dean Hallock taught the last term, nine 
months, 14 children were enrolled. 

Pleasant Valley School District #32, 
Portland Township 

Pleasant Valley was located in the corner of section 25 in Portland 
Township. The records of this district go back to 1902 at which time 
Charles Ebel was chairman, T. R. Cronin was clerk and P. A. 
Turbak was treasurer. T. R. Cronin was clerk for many, many years. 
Other early board members were Fred Erickson, William Oestreich, 
E. Hannestad, William Pahl, M. F. Beeckman, J.E. Bogenief, John 
Crom and Albert Dumke. Early teachers found on records were 
Carrie Nelson, Clare Conley, Marie Cain, Mary Lux, Ben Roe 
Senior, Katie White, Sadie Anderson, Marie Lavin, Margaret Ries, 
Gertrude Cronin, Jane Mulder, Thimi Tenneson, Leona Cronin, 
Daisy Huntington. In 1931 and the years to follow the teachers 
were: Anna Dumke, Myrtle Ashbough, Avice Mitchell, Rachael 
Kastein, Clayton Holt, Helen Nilsson, Mae E. Lee, Ella Mae Veen, 
Mary Lou Grabow, Verna Holen, Grace Keener, Vivian Peterson, 
Shirley J. Peterson, Shirley Crerar, Lenice Tornow, George Orman, 
Marla Moore, and Nora Murray. 

The highlight of each school year was the Christmas program. 
The nervous performers always did their best, but were glad when it 
was over. You could always see the sigh of relief on the teacher's 
face, too. The adults enjoyed the free lunch and lots of visiting 
afterwards. 

In 1962 part of the district consolidated into the newly organized 
Grant-Deuel District in Revillo. The other half went to Clear Lake. 
The properties went to Grant-Deuel. The building was sold to the 
Jaeger family who moved it east of Round Lake and made it into a 
dwelling. Nora Murray was the last teacher . Last board members 
were Louis Dumke, chairman, Albert Schumacher, clerk, and Vic­
tor Peterson, treasurer. 

Moritz School District #33 
The families around what was later the town of Moritz made 

plans and organized District #33 on April 4, 1882. 
It was thought that in the beginning Mrs. Peachey may have 

taught pupils in her home, and thereafter school was held in a 
building on the Peachey farm , one mile east of where Moritz was 
located. 

On May 15, 1883, school began with Hattie Wood, teacher, with 
an enrollment of 19 pupils. The last day of the term was August 3, 
1883. The school board officers were: W. C. Sills, John Yetter, and 
J. Peachey. The teacher's salary was $24.00. 

A school building was finished in 1893 in what was then called the 
Cadwell District #33 and evidently painted red, for it was called 
"The Little Red School." At that time there was only a spring and 
fall term of school of about two months each. It was a very cold 
building with the wind often blowing in through the wide cracks 
between the floor boards and around the windows. Perhaps it was 
the discomfort of the pupils and the longer school terms around the 
turn of the century that led the patrons of the school district to deem 
it necessary to put up a warmer and more substantial building. 

On September 20, 1904, an acre of land was purchased from John 
and Augusta Rust, one-half mile north of Moritz. Upon a good 
foundation a new school building was erected with the required high 
ceiling, three full-sized windows on either side with a bracket wall 
kerosene lamp by each one, and a long wall blackboard in the front 
of the room. The teacher's desk. chair, and a wooden blackboard 
were brought from the old school house. The outside door led into an 
entry-cloakroom and a door from it led to a fuel bin on the north. 
Like most country schools it was heated by a soft coal stove. The fire 
had to be started each morning. 

While the purpose of the school was to educate boys and girls, the 
building was used for other community purposes, too. From 1889, 
the school building served as a township hall and polling place for 
voting. 

Church services were often held on Sunday during the summer in 
rural school houses, and because there were ministers who were 
willing to drive out, folks within the district made use of the oppor­
tunity to hear the Word of God . As many as 35 to 45 persons of 
various faiths attended church and Sunday school there. Thinking 
that an organ would benefit both church and school, money was 
raised to buy an expensive organ. 

In our little country school house, the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus on Christmas Eve seemed the most sacred and most beautiful 
of all entertainments and was enjoyed by both young and old . Each 
fall a basket social was held to raise money to buy material for 
Christmas stockings and the "goodies" to fill each one. 

The pupils, under the direction of the teacher, practiced for weeks 
and presented a lengthy program, nearly all relating to the Christ 
Child but with some numbers of mild comedy to add a bit of mirth 
and merriment. After that, someone played Santa Cl(ius and 
brought in the filled Christmas stockings to give to each child in the 
district. In later years the mothers sold lunches to earn money for 
the Young Citizen's League, using the money to buy library books, 
playground equipment, games, and so forth. 

Below: Moritz School District #33, 1919 Lawrence Woolworth, 
teacher (near window) 
Far right: Winnetta Hunt, Ferrice Price, Lula Hunt, Laurice Hunt 



District #53 (concluded) 

job for 50 years. In 1903 John Singsaas became clerk, a position he 
held for 40 years. 

The school closed in the spring of 1957. Willis Kurtenback bought 
the building and moved it to his place located five miles north of 
Astoria. 

Battle Creek School District #54 
The Battle Creek School was organized April II, 1885. Members 

of the first board were O. C. Halvorson , Tom Halvorson and S. 
Sater. The first teacher was Augusta Thronson, in 1886. She re­
ceived $28.00 per month. 

This district closed sometime in the ' 50s and the school house was 
moved to Watertown to be used for a residence. 

Prairie Rose School District #56 
Prairie Rose School was organized May 30, 1885. Before this 

time the pupils in the area had attended Lone Tree Lake School 
District #31 as it had been organized two years earlier. Lucille 
Hoffman Sime recalls, "The school, first known as the Breitung 
School and then the Briesacher School, was standing further south 
and east of its present,1ocation. It was an old building with a small 
open porch and a coal shed off to one side. There was a large heating 
stove with a metal jacket, but during cold weather the students kept 
their coats and overshoes on, because the heat all went up and out 
the top. When my father moved his family to the farm he gave them 
the acreage to build a new school. Some of the early school officers 
were J. Winters, W.T. Gordon, Charles Young, David Young, 
James Nelson, Frank Gordon and Alex Breitung. Early teachers 
were Laura and Lydia Young and W. Van Volkenburg. They re­
ceived from $25.00 to $30.00 per month . 

The Young Citizens League started statewide in South Dakota 
through the encouragement of M.M. Guhin . One of our first pro­
jects was choosing a name for our school. We chose Prairie Queen, 
but received notice from the County Superintendent that another 
school had that name. We then chose Prairie Rose, because we were 
proud of our school and decided it was like a rose setting on the 
prairie. 

When F.C. Briesacher, R.H. Hoffman and Henry Breitung were 
on the school board the state was encouraging the county schools to 
become more modern . They set up a plan of $125 per year State Aid 
to be paid to-each school making improvements. After all improve­
ments were made quite a large meta l plaque was put on the outside 
of the school which said "Standard School". In the fall after we 
started using all the improvements my father, Mr. Breitung, came to 
school and spoke to the pupils. He told us that all the improvements 
were owned by the families in the school as they had all paid taxes to 
pay for them. How happy we could be about all our conveniences, 
especially the indoor toilets, and that we should all take care of 
everything and we could continue to get the $125 per year for our 
school. Well, $125 was a fortune in our minds - so needless to say­
everyone coopera ted." 

Below: Prarie Rose School. 

Above: By Posts: Arnold Briesacher, Clifford Bryngelson, Aston 
Krause, Victor Hoffman. 
Sitting: Everett Bryngelson, Doris Breitung, Delle Bryngelson, So­
phie Re.ihe, Lucille Hoffman, Robert Briesacher. 
Bottom: Roy Briesacher, Esther Krause, Margaret Odland and 
Ruth McKee. 

School District #57 Glenwood 
Township 

The first record of any school in session in District #57 was in 
1886. The school was located on Section eight in the corner of the 
northwest quarter. 

The following teachers ta ught from 1886 to 1890; Lizzie Keene, 
Frankie Babcock, BJ. Buckland, Grace Enos, Carrie Ward, Jda 
Shampino, and Franc Herrick. 

Records are missing from 1905 to 1914, but teachers were David 
Gould, Gertie Pederson, Jennie Fawkes, Mary Kerr, Bessie Wells, 
Alice Pettyjohn, Anna Schweinfurt, Neva Hunt, and Sarah Quin-
lan. . 

A new school house was built on this same location in 1914. Jacob 
Jibben purchased the old school house and moved it one mile east 
and one and a half miles south to his land. The new school house was 
considered a proud and commendable addition to the community, 
having a cistern and pump for washing facilities; also chemical 
toilets, a large school room, and clock room - hall. 

From 1919-1921 there were 39 pupils attending. In 1926 the 
district voted to move the school house one mile east and one-half 
mile south to a better, more centralized location. 

Teachers during the years 1914-1968 were Florence Branick, 
Gloria Gordan, Jennie Winrow, Marian Inlagen, Bertha Heaton, 
Mrs. Lula Andersen, Hazel Hubbs, Tossie Kerr, E.R. Hoy, Frances 
Moran, Amy Haugland, Hazelle Collins, Ethel Kerr, Mildred 
Myree Mork, Lucille Harding, Vera Reihe, Katherine McLain, 
Joyce Anderson, !=,hirley Smith, Milford Waldon, Hilda Beninga, 
Shirley Clark, Mrs. Leila Kruse, Mrs. Betty Engebretson, Mrs. 
Alyce Knopp, N . Shelsta, Mrs. Dorothy Jensen, Mrs. Edna Lage, 
Mrs. Mary Hergenroder and Mrs. Lavonne Kjelden. 

One July 4th during the '60s, the school house was struck by 
lightning and burned. A vacant school house from east of Gary was 
purchased and moved onto a foundation of cement blocks. The 
school board had a busy summer going to vacant school houses and 
sales to buy books and supplies so the school could be in session by 
September. School continued until 1968 when rural schools were 
forced to consolida teo 

Compiled by Mrs. Nick Jacobson with assistance 
from Mrs. Bertha Cole and Mrs. Lillian Sherburne 



1919-1920 when Bertha Heaton Cole taught School District #57. 
Some of the pupils are listed: Bertha at right of Wayne Crocker, 
with, I believe, Virgil Lytle on his shoulders standing in front of the 
main door. 

Young America (Magadanz) School 
District #59 Lowe Township 

The original site of the school was between Sections five and eight 
of Lowe Township. Some of the families that attended were 
Tasslers, Breitungs, Knoltons a nd Wash burns. Near this school 
there was a community watering spring. During the storm of 1888 
th.e Tassler family, who lived near by, had their cattle there for 
water when the storm hit. They managed to put their cattle in the 
school house and with the heat and milk from the cows they sur­
vived. 

The school house was eventually moved to the northeast corner of 
Section 18. Later it was sold to Fred Beckman and is still in use by 
William Beckman. One of the teachers for the district was Angie 
Dahlby, who married Hugo Magedanz in 1917. The new school 
served until 1963 when the district consolidated. It was then moved 
to the Grant-Duel site at Revillo and used until the new school was 
built. 

Early school board members were A. Potter, W .S. Hall, J .R. Mc 
Curry, J.H. Chrisman, C.M. Hallock and TJ. Tass1er. Early teach­
ers included: Mary Jones, Rebecca Radford , and Maude Sumorack. 
Salaries ranged from $25.00 to $30.00 per month. 

Teachers from 1933 to 1963 were Marie Meyer, Eileen Enste­
ness, Alice Mae Bork, C. Halstenson, Anna Marie Paulson, Julia 
Stevens, Alice Mulder, Marjorie Larson, Jean Dixon, Ruth Sher­
man, Lyla Schmidt, Treva Jean Hamann, J. Foss, Mrs. Fred Rand­
gaard, Mrs. J. B. Cronin, V. Djonne, Mrs. Muriel Selgeby, and 
Marla Moore. 

These school board members served between 1902 and 1931, 
Cornelius Breitung, MJ. Kelly, J. Kelly, G.R. Tassler, H. Mage­
danz, S.R. Hilts, S. Burroughs, F. Kelly, O. Breitung, Mrs. J. Kelly, 
Senior, G. Beckman, F. Beckman, a nd H . Breitung. 

School District #61 Glenwood 
Township 

In 1882 the people of District #61 made plans to build a school. 
The first school house was 20 by 20 feet with a lean-to for coat room 
and coal shed. It was built by W. Lightfoot and John Shaw in 1883 
and was used until 1927. E.A. Allinson and wife Myrtle sold one 
acre of land to the school for $1 .00 in 1908. It was to belong to the 
district as long as the land was used for school purposes. Mrs. Ann 
Blirsilen was the first teacher in this district. 

In those years they had all grades through the eighth, with an 
average of 15 to 20 students. Sala ries ranged from $30 to $50 
monthly. 

In 1927 a new school house was built by Harry Gage of Gary. It 
was used until the district closed in 1949. The district was very 
proud of its new school. When Edith Lansing became acquainted 
with the school in 1928 it looked much as it does now. It had a full 
basement, coal furnace and telephone, also several kerosene lamps 
with brackets and reflectors and a hand bell. 

The old school was moved one-half mile north and one-half east 
and made into a home by the Hans Ness family. Neither the old or 
new school had a bell on top. An organ which was refinished by the 
Green Thumb workers is still in working order. This organ is over 
100 years old and was given to the school district by Mrs. Allinson . 

After the district closed they consolidated with the Gary Indepen­
dent School district # I . In 1970 the building was moved to the Gary 
Park. Two years later the school was given to the Gary Historical 
Association by the City of Gary, and it was repaired and refinished. 
The renovating work was done by the Green Thumb workers in 
1974. Presently it is used as an historical school building. 

Teachers who served were Mrs. Rose, Myrtle Kinjon , Alma 
Wood, Lattie McKee, Henrietta Herrick, I. Meadowcraft, Anna 
Rowe, Mary Kerr, Lillie Jensen, Myrtle Taylor, Lottie Herchill , 
Pearl Jensen, Blanche Bailey, S.F. Bereman, Edith Hindman, C.R. 
Hoy, Bessie Abrahamson, Ethel Kerr, Shara Bereman, Ada 
Warnes, Edith Lansing Cole, Groyneth Smith, Margaret Cochrane, 
Mildred Myree Mork, Mary Harkins, Olive Risdahl, Mary 
McLain, May Vonne Jackson, and Arlene Saltee Norman. 

Little Brook School District #63 
Portland Township 

Many called District #63 the Sharp School because Orvie Sharp, 
who started the school there in 1900 still lives only half a mile from 
where the school house stood. Charles Sharp, Orvie's father, loaned 
the land to the district to be used as long as the school existed . When 
the school and district dissolved the land went back to the estate. 
The Game, Fish and Parks Department bought the land and burned 
the school house down. Area residents were very much disturbed, as 
it was the first school in Portland township and was an historical 
landmark. It had saved lives of stranded motorists who found shelter 
in the abandoned school which was close to the road. They burned 
books to keep warm in 20 degree below zero weather. 

Birdelle Sharp, a student in 1903, came back years later as a 
teacher. Teaching wages in 1898 were $28 a month. 

Early board members were Charles Sharp, Ben F. Roe, Lorenz 
Beyer, Adolph Iverson, Porter Davison, E.F. Wood, Mrs. Lottie 
Sharp, and Patrick Creeden. 

Teachers were Alice Huffman, Elsie Laechelt, Nellie Goddard, 
B.F. Roe, Alberta McDevilt, P.A . Turbak, Elinor Butler, Birdille 
Sharp, Jamelle Skelly, Nettie Johnson, Ruby Mitchell , Soren 
Drake, R. Ryder, Laura Guernsey, M. Joy Knight , M.M. Stoddard, 
AlVina Preuss, Phyllis Manayer, Rosalind Murphy, Iva Haitsma, 
Beverly Ahre, Florence Spanton, Grace Sherman, Estelle Dailey, 
Beatrice Beninga and Ardelle Benson. The school closed in 1947. 
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Sunny Slope School District #65 
Grange Township 

Sunny Slope District was organized in the 1880's. At first the 
school was in session about three months a year. When I attended, 
there was school only two months, which later expanded to seven. It 
was changed to eight months about 1930. 

The new school house was built in 1926 and was used until 1954 
when there were no longer enough pupils to continue. It is now a 
part of the Estelline School District. 

Hugh R. Watt 

School District #67 
School District #67 was located three miles east of Bemis. There 

was school for one year before the school house was built, with 
Susan Wright the teacher. In 1893, the first teacher in the school 
building was Julia Keenan, who received a monthly salary of $30. 
Members of the school board were Pardon Cook, L.E. Calkins and 
S.E. Cook. 

The length of the school terms varied - at first three months in the 
spring and three in the fall. In the early 1900's it was an eight month 
term and later nine months. 

The early teacher's salary was $27 a month . In 1945 it was $96 
and by 1960 was up to $250. Fuel, coal and kindling were hauled to 
the school house for $1.90 a load. The old pot bellied stoves served 
well to keep the building warm. It required extra work from the 
teachers and maybe a few of the older children to keep it going. The 
teacher would bank the fire so that it ~ouldn't go out over night, and 
get to school early enough so the building would be warmed when 
the children started coming. The school was given a complete clean­
ing for $1. In 1897 insurance for the school and its contents was 
$350 for five years . 

Some of the early teachers were Sterling King, Addie Goddard 
and C. Mayne Knight. No school was held in January and Febru­
ary. 

At the turn of the century, Hattie Washburn taught, followed by 
Laura Fulton, Fanny Steer and Nelli Goddard. David Peterson was 
hauling coal and kindling for $3.50. The salary was $40 a month 
when Molly Mitchel and Nellie Ettienne tauht in the early 1900's. 

About 1910 a new floor was put in the school house and the barn 
was built. Teachers were Sadie Doyle, Bessie Doyle, Jessie Roe, 
Marcella Hand, Edna Prange, Esther Webb, Marguerite O'Conner, 
Grace Mitchell, Lila Johnson, J.C. Gjertvig, Mrs. George M. Drake 
and Edythe Weiderich. 

In 1922 there were 25 students in the 18 by 22 foot building. 
There were no busses to transport the children in the early days. 
Some of them walked some distance. In bad weather they were 
brought by team and sleigh by their fathers . There was always a 
Christmas program given before the Christmas vacation started. 
Many who did not have children in school would come for this event. 
A basket social was held every year too. The ladies would make 
pretty baskets and fill them with goodies. These were auctioned off 
and the men would be the bidders, eating lunch with the lady whose 
basket he purchased. 

Later teachers were Gertrude Ruesing, Frona Mitchell, Myrtle 
Ashbough, Susy Broksieck, lone Sievert, Elsie Jellis, lone Walkins, 
Ruth Sherman, Treva Jean Hamann, Bendia Kellhoff, Ida May 
Rhody, Viola Neal Annabel Schuchard, Rose Hefferman, Mamie 
Heyn, Berdine Boersma, Ruth Holt and Donna Marie Swenson. 

By 1962 the attendance had dropped to only four pupils who were 
transported to the Goodwin School. In 1966 the district consolidated 
with the Goodwin District and the property was sold at public 
auction. The school building is now the township hall, with some of 
the original furniture still in the building. The barn was sold to Paul 
Siegfried. 

School District #68 Lowe Township 
In the beginning, School District 68 was included in the Lone 

Tree Lake School District #31 . The early teachers for that district , 
which was organized in 1882 were Luella Brown, Eva Doush, Lizzie 
Eakins, Hattie Thompson, J .H. Sturges, Grace Envs, Rose Millen, 
Nettie Wynne, Lilla Harkins, A.H. Kenyon and Mary Johnson. 
Early salaries ranged from $24 to $35. The last teacher for District 
31 was Julia Stevens. 

In the fall of 1917 the new school district #68 was ready to accept 
pupils. The teacher was Viola Hoffman. The land for the school had 
been donated by the Mulders who were owners of the land where it 
was placed. 

Other teachers for District #68 were Lydia Meinbery, Mabel 
Anderson, Berdine Miller, Dora DePeel, Faye Hardie, Virgie Reich , 
Ruby Smith, Ethel Kerr, Doris Hanson , Olga Pederson, Alfred 
Sorenson, Lucille Gordon, Gladys Cummins, Lorraine Wells , Don­
na Ihrke, Olga Triebwasser, Margaret Quick, Jeanette Limberg, 
Mrs. Harold Kruse, Darlene Will, Marilyn Ivenson, Mrs. Donald 
Ingalls and Alyce Knopp. 

Altruria School District #69 
The Altruria School was built in 1896, on the south side of the 

valley, across from where Diekmans now live. The first teacher was 
Alice Jennings, a cousin of Alice Rose (Woolworth) , who had come 
to visit Alice's people and was persuaded to stay and teach. There 
were 14 pupils in that first enrollment. They included: three Bitneys, 
four Loucks, three Roses , two Lawrence boys and two Flynn boys. 

The school house was moved to the location it now occupies, 
about 1900, so as to be more centrally located. The Wiswall family 
moved into the district that year with six children. About 1906 the 
five Rose children transferred from a neighboring school, because it 
was too far away for small children to walk. 

School was held without a break for 73 years . On October II, 
1969, the building was sold to Earl Gr~uner, because of reorganiza­
tion laws which prevented country schools from operating any long­
er. The place was very well kept up and served its purpose admira­
bly. Everyone in the district, as well as those of us who had spent 
many happy years there as pupils or teachers, were sorry to see it 
closed. 

Mrs. Adolph Knutson 

Snow Mound School District #70 
Scandinavia Township 

District #70. was organized in 1898, one mile west of the Wood 
Lake Church and one-half mile south, in Section 12. Thc land was 
owned by O.L. Jorgenson. It was very flat ground and had no trees; 
no wonder it was called Snow Mound. 

A school board was chosen on June 18 , 1898 for this newly 
organized school. They were Christ Jacobson, 8.J. Jorgenson and 
Christian J. Peterson . 

The school was closed in the early '40s and children were either 
bussed to Astoria or went to District five. The building was bought 
by Floyd Hicks, a John Deere dealer at Astoria , and was moved into 
Astoria. It is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Pearson. 

Clover Hill School District #72 
Portland Township 

District #72 was the most recent school in Portland Township. In 
1916 Jim Ingalls spearheaded the organization of the new district. 
Albert Peterson donated the acre of land. The first school year of 
1917-1918, the officers were George Tribitt, chairman, Ben F. Roe, 
clerk and A.H. Peterson, treasurer. Other early officers were Carl 
Ihrke, Lucy Roe, Clarence Tribbitt, Gust Erickson and J. H. In­
galls. The first teacher was Gladys Roe. Other early teachers includ-



Clover Hill School, teacher Mrs. Allinson 1916 pupils with their 
teacher. 
The Carll hrke and Wi[jiam Irhke children attended here. 

ed Eva Allinson, Martha McClard, Madelyn Warner, Alice Larson, 
Avice Mitchell, Ethel Kerr, Ruth Schaefer, Birdie Artus, Mrs. Ina 
Crocker, Edith Selchert, Marjorie Smith, Allis Eakins, Helen D. 
Nilsson, Gladys Cummins, Marie Lake, Olga C. Gorder, Stella 
Lenander, Betty Nagelhout, Elaine Engebretson, Margaret Schu­
chard, Verlie Olson, Phyllis Smith, Donald B. Wartenbee, Mrs. 
Louis Erickson, Mary Heidicker, Carol Hofman and Anna Brix. 
The school closed in 1962 when it was consolidated with Clear Lake. 

Fairview School District #73 
. Fairview School was located on the east end of Section two. The 

land for it was donated by Elvinis Peterson in 1921 with the stipula­
tion that the land be returned to the owner when the school was no 
longer in use . A school house was constructed in 1922 and the first 
year of school was held that year. Fairview was a branch of Lone 
Tree Lake school, as the farmers felt it necessary to build another 
school due to the number of pupils and the distance some of them 
had to travel. 

c.c. Peterson, Elvinis Peterson and Jens Pederson were the first 
members of the school board. The first teacher of the school was 
Anna Peterson. Others included Alta Risdahl, Bertha Deck, Anna 
Dumke, Elvara Johnson, Grace Kelly, Anna Heideman, Edna Pe­
terson, Mae Madsen and Cora Eidem. The school was closed in 
1934 for lack of students but reopened in 1952. Teachers for the 
next 15 years of operation were Mary Heidecker, Mrs. Alex Troop, 
Alice Knopp, Carol Hofman, Ardene Brix, Mrs. Fred Randgaard, 
Mrs. Kathryn Jensen, Mary Hergenroder, La Vonne Kjelden and 
Mavis Stoltenberg. 

The school was closed aga in in 1967 and the district disbanded. 
Part of the district went to Clear Lake and part to Gary, due to the 
consolidation of rural and town schools . 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin W. Peterson 

Young Citizens League 
The idea of a Little Citizens League originated with Anna Shel­

land Williams, a Minnesota teacher. She suggested the organization 
to M.M. Guhin in 1912 when he was County Superintendent of 
Brown County, South Dakota. In 1925 the Young Citizens League 
was adopted as a state-wide project in South Dakota. Under .the 
direction of Mr. Guhin and enthusiastic County Superintendents 
the Young Citizens League made remarkable progress. 

In the spring of each year a state convention composed of dele­
gates (limit three) selected from each county, met in Pierre, the 
Capital City of South Dakota, for a three-day session. It was tradi­
tional that the Governor and the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction speak to the delegates. 

The Young Citizens League helped children to learn to govern 
themselves, assume responsibility, conduct meetings, develop per­
sonality and talents, and become courteous, tactful, and considerate. 

Every rural school belonged to the Young Citizens League. The 
children conducted their own meetings. When it came to voting on 
any decision, they would put their heads on the desks and cover their 
eyes before raising the hands to vote. 

The contest to secure a suitable song for the Young Citizens 
League was made possible by two South Dakota Citizens and fifty 
dollars in gold was given for the prize winning words by Guy Harvey 
of Yankton, South Dakota and fifty dollars in gold for the prize 
winning melody by W.R. Larson, Sioux, Falls. 

Y. C. L. March Song 
0, up from every valley, And down from every crest, 
We come, thy loyal children, By a ll thy favors blest, 
To pledge our firm Allegiance, 
America to thee, 
Thy guardians of tomorrow, 
By mountain, plain and sea. 

In all the winds of heaven, there breathes a pa triot's creed, 
Clean hearts and minds and bodies, Serve best our Country's 

need, 
That creed we hold America, 
Enshrined in heart and soul; 
A deeper sense of duty 
And better lives our goal. 
Chorus - We march and we sing; our voices ring; 

Young citizens are we; 
Leagued in a host whose watchwords are 
Youth, courage, loyalty. 
Hailing our nation 's banner, anoat in the sunlit sky, 
Which thru hopes and fears, thru future years, 
We will hold evermore on high. 

YOUNG CITIZENS LEAGUE 

........ ~~~~~~_~:t~~ .. ~u:;~o:~ ~;~;~~~;:.~ .. ;:--~-L_:_::::::: __ -::~~::~t: 
are faithfully discharging the duties as Young Citizens, as set forth in the Constitution 
and By.Laws of the South Dakota Young Citizens League; 

THEREFORE. the aforesaid School is granted this perpetual 
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