
 
DAISY 2/12/2019 
Members Present: Bridgett Huffman, Dawn Smith, Dr. Ben Thigpen, Bonnie Johnson, 
Ellen Matthis, Maria Romero, Caroline Collier, Lisa Jones, Cary Powers, Heather Best, 
Jasmine Williams, Lance Turner, Jill Jennings, Karen House, Tom Fife, and Karen 
Sholar 
 
Mr. Cary Powers, Duplin County Schools, 
PRC 108 Grant - ​Over the last year the Physical Education Depts at each school 
received a combined 50,000 to update physical education supplies and equipment. 
Currently most schools have received their supplies and equipment and we should have 
that completed in the next few weeks.  
 
Wise Guys​ - Wise Guys is a health education prevention program for teen males that has 
as its specific goals the prevention of teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections and 
dating violence, under the broader goal of helping participants develop healthy concepts 
of manhood and masculinity. The grant funding for professional development and 
program materials is estimated at between $40,000-$50,000. 
 
MATCH Wellness​ -  A school-based wellness program meeting both education and 
public health goals. • Empowers 7th grade students to make healthy choices for eating 
and physical activity. • Interdisciplinary lessons and activities taught in Healthful Living, 
Science, Math, Language Arts, and Social Studies allow the program to be integrated into 
the existing school day. Grant valued at $5000 per school for professional development 
and materials. Also includes a $5000 early adopter bonus. 
 
First Tee Program​ - Creates a safe introduction to golf for today’s students and teachers, 
ensures that golf education meets the same national standards developed by the Society 
for Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE), helps students build character and 
confidence through the positive personal and social values associated with the game, 
engages students in daily lesson activities that lead to development of basic golf motor 
skills, and shows students that golf can be a great lifelong recreation and 
health-enhancing activity. The First Tee National School Program provides physical 
educators with everything they need to get started and the curriculum lesson plans 
integrate basic golf motor skills, core values and healthy habits. Equipment will be 
provided by a grant and is valued at $3500 per school. 
 
Dr. Ben Thigpen, Duplin County Schools 
Duplin Christian Outreach Ministry provided the DAISY Committee with a handout that 
gave an explanation of what their program had been doing from period July -December 
2018.  
 
We have received from North Carolina Healthy Schools the Healthy Active Children 
Policy Report 2018.  Dr. Thigpen explained that the report was very lengthy and would 



email the report to the Committee for them to look over and have discussion at the next 
DAISY meeting if needed.  
 
Agency Sharing 
 
Jasmine Williams, Duplin Corp. Ext​. 
Duplin Co. Substance Use Coalition is hosting an Opioid Summit on March 28, 2019, 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Ed Emory Auditorium. 
 
Duplin Co. Substance Use Coalition next meeting is Feb. 21st at 1:00 pm in the large 
conference room at Duplin Co. Coop. Ext. 
 
Caroline Callier, MPH, Project Liaison, ECU Brody School of Medicine; Healthier 
Lives at School and Beyond. 
We provide acute minor medical, behavioral health, and nutrition education services to 
students and staff of Duplin County Schools.  Acute minor medical services are billed to 
insurance and nutrition and behavioral health services are currently offered at no-cost to 
the recipient.  We are currently in 7 Schools:  BES, WALE, WARE, NDE, NDJr/SR, 
RHM & BFG.  Since December 2018, we’ve had over 150 encounters (last year we 
totaled 88).  We are working to expand our presence in our current schools and hope to 
continue expanding into the remaining schools in Duplin County.  
 
Franchesca McNeil, Robeson County Health Dept, Active Routes to School 
Coordinator 

Brief Description of the Active Routes to School Project: Regional  
I’m one of ten Active Routes of School Coordinators working across North Carolina to 
make it easier for elementary and middle school students to walk and bike to school and 
be physically active at school.  Active Routes to School is a partnership between the NC 
Dept of transportation and the NC Division of Public Health.  We work with partners in 
our communities to increase 1) awareness about the importance of Safe Routes to School, 
2) the number of programs that encourage walking and biking to school, 3) the number of 
trainings on how to implement Safe Routes to School, 4)the number of policies - such as 
early arrival and departure for walkers and bikers - and 5) the number of safety features 
near  schools such as sidewalks, cross walks, and bike lanes.  In addition to working 
directly with schools, we work within communities to identify opportunities for shared 
use of facilities and complete street policies to improve access to physical activity.  
 
Marie Romaro, Duplin County Health Dept​. 
1.       ​Kick Butts Day​ is Wednesday March 20, 2019. This day is an opportunity for 
schools and communities to bring youth together and ​organize events as a national day of 
activism that empowers youth to stand out, speak up and seize control against tobacco 
use. The ​kickbuttsday.org​ ​ ​website​ ​has ​numerous amounts of details and resources to 
help people get starting planning activities​. 
Travis Greer can assist and contribute with ​your schools in  ​planning ​activities along ​with 
materials and promo items. ​This year we are giving the Pledge to Be Tobacco Free 

https://www.kickbuttsday.org/
http://kickbuttsday.org/


Banners and Kick Butts Day Stickers, and educational pamphlets . We also plan to bring 
some other incentives/giveaways to show appreciation to the youth who helped facilitate 
and plan the Kick Butts Day activities. 
Please Complete survey monkey to request support: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7RTZLD2 
 2.       YES! Youth Training: Youth Advocacy, Equity and Creating Community 
Saturday, February 23 in Fayetteville, NC ​See attached flyer for more details​. 
 3.       If Duplin Co Schools has an online training portal for faculty/staff, Travis is in the 
process of creating and testing Youth Vaping 101 online modules with Pender County 
Schools. Modules will provide most up to date information and resources on youth 
vaping prevention.  This will format of training will make this pertinent information more 
available to faculty/staff.  
 4.       We will no longer be collecting e-cig devices from schools.  The NC state lab is 
currently doing test and research on current product that were collected and a report of 
findings will be shared this spring. 
 5.       Schools Youth Vaping Prevention Toolkit coming out Spring 2019 
 
Much discussion was made concerning the vaping problem with our students and parent 
awareness.  The committee made several suggestion to help make staff, parents and 
students aware of the problem from updating the website to include awareness videos, 
having information meeting with Travis Greer and Rigoberto Castellanos for staff and 
parents and students informing students of the risk.  
Maria also stated that Rigoberto Castellanos, Public Educator, Duplin County Health 
Dept., would be replacing her on the DAISY Committee.  
 
Bridgett Huffman, Cooperative Extension 
Cooperative Extension is hosting Duplin Grows for the 3rd year to all Duplin County 2nd 
graders March 5-6 at the Duplin Events Center. Students will rotate through 12 stations 
that are focused on Duplin's agriculture and livestock 
 
Bonnie Johnson, ​RDH Dental Hygienist, Division of Public Health, Oral Health 
Section 
Dental screenings are almost complete at the elementary schools.  We have a significant 
number of referrals and I have been in discussion with Sue Ellen and Tracey 
Simmons-Kornegay about options for dental services for next year.  I have contacted Dr 
Greg Chadwick, the Dean of the ECU School of Dental Medicine to see if Duplin County 
is still a possible location for an ECU dental clinic.  I am working with Travis Greer, 
Rigo Castellanos and Ernest Watts to continue the efforts to stop the vaping epidemic in 
Duplin County schools.  I am hoping to get some HOSA club sponsors on board with the 
peer education component. 
Tom Fife, 
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned and the next meeting time will March 12, 2019 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7RTZLD2


 


