Scaffolding as an Effective Teaching Strategy

The following article is a compilation of educalional resources on the teaching strategy defined as Scaffolding. Some of

the references cited are fisted af the end of the ariicle.

In order to be effective, all teaching assistants need to gain
the ability to actively help students bridge the gap between
what may be called “prior knowledge” and the academic
outcomes intended by their teachers. Through the use of
an instructional strategy known as Scaffolding, teachers
from all disciplines can provide the support some learners
need when new content and assignments are presented.

Scatfolding instruction originates from Lev Vygotsky’s
Constructivist theory and his concept of individualized

- support based on the leamer's need. In Scaffoiding
instruction, the leamer’s development is facilitated by an
instructor or “more knowledgeable other.” The scaffolds
support a student's ability to build on prior knowledge and
intemalize new information. The activities provided in
scaffolding instruction are just beyond the level of what the
learner can do alone {Oison & Pratt, 2000).

An important aspect of Scaffolding instruction is that the
supports are temporary, and as the learner’s abilities
increase, the supports should be slowly withdrawn, When
the learner is able to complete the task independently, the
goal of the educator is achieved. The student has become
an independent, self-directed leamer and probiem solver.

The characteristics of this feaching strategy were clarified
by Jamia MeKenzie, a well-known educator and
researcher. His visual image analogy uses the task of
workers cleaning the face of the Washington Monument
and their critical need to focus not on the Scaffoiding,
which is secondary to their job, but the building. McKenzie
likens this analogy to the following aspects of Scaffolding
instruction:

Provides clear directions

Ciarifies purpose

Keeps students on task

Offers assessment to clarify expectations

Points students o worthy sources

Reduces uncertainty, surprise and disappointment

Delivers efficiency
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8. Creates momentum

One example of how instructors might implement this
strategy in their classroom teaching is by inserting a series
of brief thinking tasks (such as completing sentence
starters or comparing or contrasting two items) into their
lectures so that students can think about important content
as the iesson unfoids.

Although there are some drawbacks to the use of
Scatffolding as a teaching strategy the positive impact it can .
have on students’ learning and development can be far
more beneficial.
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