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Project Title: 

1. Describe your project. (1000 Characters max)

2. Describe what the money will purchase. (500 Characters max)

3. How will you specifically use those services/supplies? (1000 Characters max)

Part One: Project Details

Aquatic Accessibilty for Everyone

This project is a way to make our school pool accessible to all students regardless of physical ability 
level by acquiring a lift sling accessory.  This will enable students with moderate to severe loss of 
trunk and head control a more supportive, comfortable and safe way to get into the pool to 
participate in the aquatic program.  

This school provides 100% special education services to students with severe to profound 
disabilities.  Many use wheelchairs as their primary mode of mobility.  The school pool does not have 
a ramp so a chair lift is used to transfer students who can not walk from their wheelchair into the 
pool to participate in the school’s aquatic pool program which is run by the adaptive physical 
education teacher and the assistant.  The aquatic pool program is a recreationally based fitness 
program designed to meet the student at whatever ability level they are at; whether it be floating, 
water play, standing movement, doggy paddle or rudimentary swim strokes.

The money will be used to purchase a pool lift accessory: a sling lift hanger assembly and sling.  
Having this accessory will enhance our current pool lift system to provide safe support for all 
different body types and ability levels.   This sling uses hammock type principles to conform to the 
shape of the person sitting in the sling no matter the deformity.  Since our school works with K-12 
grade, two different size slings are necessary to accommodate varying body sizes. 

This lift sling accessory will be used with students who have a difficult time with transfers to the chair 
lift and those with weak trunk/necks.  The sling can be easily placed under the student when they are 
prepping for the pool.  The student does not have to transfer in the pool area. The sling is attached to 
the lift hoist and lifted directly out of the wheelchair into the pool.  The process of using a sling for 
access makes it safer for all, especially with wet floors. This allows all students to enjoy the pool and 
participate to the best of their ability.  

Our school pool is also used in the evenings by the Community Education program for community 
swim programs.  It is one of the only warm water pools available in the metro area.  The community 
program shares the equipment and provides aquatic classes for all age groups.  This type of sling 
further enhances pool features for those that want to use the pool and participate in aquatic activities.
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