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Brick Birds, BWL advance; Robo Raptors win design award

Meara Gunderson
Staff Writer

On January 28th, OWL
had three teams competing at
the Saint Paul Public Schools
(SPPS) regional First LEGO
League competition. The three
teams, Sorcha’s Robo Raptors,
Claras Better with LEGO,
and Megan’s Brick Birds, all
won awards. The Brick Birds
and Better with LEGO also

were among the eight SPPS
teams to advance to the state
championship, which took
place on February 12.

The regional tournament,
for 4th through 8th grade
students, brings  together
around 50 teams from many
different SPPS Elementary
and Middle schools. The Robo
Raptors won the Robot Design
Award (only four winners
in all of SPPS), Better with

LEGO won the Engineering
Excellence Award (only one
in all of SPPS), and the Brick
Birds won the Core Values
Award (also only four in all of
SPPS).

The Core Values Award
is something the Brick Birds
coach Megan had been hoping
to win. The core values of
First LEGO League are well
reflected on the Brick Birds,
many of whom have been

doing LEGO League together
since 6th grade.

The teams have had to
overcome many challenges
along the way since starting
practices in October. Having to
build and code robots, create
a unique research project,
and complete team building
activities, the competitors all
arrived at the competition well
rounded, with a lot of hard
work behind them. When

eighth grader Connie Van
Genderen on the Brick Birds
was asked about how she felt
the competition went, she said,
“It was good, it was fun. There
were a lot of teams there, it
was a little nerve racking. We
had lost a player to COVID
and another to a basketball
tournament so we were down
two players but that's okay”

Adriana Alejandro Osorio ...
Senior mentor Isaac Stender
with Xander Gottfried.

Solitude & Reflection: origin story

Damon Liberatore

In scenes from the Solitude and Reflection series, Damon prepares for lethal combat (left), Clara and Nora as Success and Failure (right).

The second installment of the story behind the Davengers videos that have swept OWL

Read part one of Solitude

& Reflection: origin story in
issue three of the Purple Press,
released on January 20th.

Nick Christopherson
Staff Writer

After the success of the first
video, Jeff and Damon knew
that they had to make more,
so the next year, they did. In

fact, Jeff and Damon are still
producing the videos to this
day. They work together to
figure out where the story will
go next and what funny mov-
ie references they could throw
in along the way, and then Jeff
goes off and writes the scripts
for each of the videos at home.
“When I get an idea or when I

start writing, I'll take that time
right then and there to com-
plete it he said. “So some-
times I'll start writing a simple
sketch that should take me
maybe a half hour to do. Pretty
soon I've thought of like five
other ideas to attach to it and
it’s like three hours later” Even
though Jeff takes a lot of time

and writes all the scripts by
himself, he and Damon work
very closely on each video.
“It's a collaboration between
Jeft and T completely,” Damon
said. Damon described him-
self as the studio overseeing
the whole story, and Jeft as
the guy who handles the epi-
sode-to-episode stuff.

After the script is written,
then the actual filming of the
videos happens, which is often
the hardest part of produc-
tion. All the teachers here at
OWL are obviously very busy,
so finding a time when they
would be available to film can
be pretty challenging. “The
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Mock Trial team goes 1-1, two matches left
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OWLs mock trial team posed for a photo after a match.

points of the legal system

Aanen Kulseth
Staff Writer

Three weeks ago, renowned
ACL surgeon Dr. Ardi Rami-
dus successfully won a civil
suit against a former Universi-
ty of Minnesota swimmer. Dr.
Ramidus was ruled not negli-
gent thanks to the help of the
OWL Mock Trial team’s excel-
lent attorney’s Isaac Stender,
Lucy Keenan, and yours truly
Aanen Kulseth.

This trial of course was not
real, but rather a part of Min-

nesota’s Mock Trial organiza-
tion. So what is Mock Trial?

As stated by the Minnesota
Bar Association, “Mock Trial
is a law-related program that
introduces students to the le-
gal system through competi-
tion” Essentially it’s a compet-
itive format in which teams are
pitted against each other, each
representing different sides of
a court case.

The case is formulated to
be balanced for both sides.
Larger teams split up their full
team in order to master both
sides, while smaller teams like

OWL have some students per-
forming roles for both plaintiff
and defense. Students have the
choice of being an attorney,
witness, timekeeper, or bailiff.
Each side has three attorneys
and three witnesses, and one
bailiff and timekeeper each as
well. Attorneys have to fully
understand the case and prove
a point through questioning
and argument, and on the
other hand, witnesses have to
act and respond to questions.
Witnesses have to fully grasp
their character’s knowledge

Mock Trial, 3

Kanye
West’s
radical-
ization

David Griffith
Staff Writer

On October 7, 2022, famed
rapper Kanye West posted
photos of himself at Yeezy
Szn7, one of his events. In the
photos he was wearing a White
Lives Matter shirt alongside
conservative commentator
Candice Owens. This event
sparked Kanye’s most recent
ongoing ‘“conservative arc,’
starting a run of multiple me-
dia appearances and contro-
versial comments that mostly
contained his views on Jewish
conspiracies. This led to the
loss of sponsorships and mon-
ey for West.

The comments Kanye made
since his appearances on con-
servative  platforms  show
another example of how an-
ti-semitism is a big part of the
Republican party and other
fringe far-right groups. It also
shows how conservatives are
desperate to use celebrities as
talking heads and “cancel cul-
ture” as an excuse for when
things go wrong.

This is not Kanye’s first run-
in with controversy. In 2018
he made comments stating
that slavery was a choice. This,
alongside Kanyes support of
former president Trump, made
him a controversial figure be-
fore 2022. When Kanye wore
the White Lives Matter shirt in
early October, he received sup-
port from mainstream conser-
vatives such as Tucker Carlson,
Steven Crowder and Ben Sha-
piro. This was not seen as par-
ticularly unusual, as Kanye has
made anti-Black statements

Kanye, 4
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one year that we were filming
with Dave, we only had him
for a few hours,” Damon said.
“That’s another reason I think
that we made him the villain
because we knew we couldn’t
shoot with him a lot, so we
made it like a Darth Vader
thing where his screen time
was limited.” Jeff and Damon
usually try to grab teachers

goofy things we're asking Luke
to do, and no matter what it is
Luke is always like ‘okay, I'll
do this! He’s always on board
and willing to give up his time,
which is hard” Luke also has
a lot of praise for Jeff. “Jeff is
great. I think we call him the
creative genius behind it all,”
Luke said. “He’s super accom-
modating, super patient, he’s
obviously funny, and he has a
gift for screenwriting. I knew

Damon Liberatore

Dan and Katie on an urgent mission.

during their prep hours, or
even ask them to stay after
school if the video might take
a while to film.

Jeff and Damon usually
work together to direct the
videos, and obviously Jeft also
stars in them. Some of you
might be surprised to learn
that Luke’s only role in the
making of the videos is play-
ing Reflection. “All the cred-
it and the blame goes to Jeff
and Damon,” he said. “T don’t
want to say I'm like the ‘re-
luctant’ costar in this, but Jeff
and/or Damon just pop their
head into my room, and then
I know what that means: they
have something for me to do.
Jeft says ‘alright, you’ll need to
read something, it'll take about
15 minutes. And then usually
a hour and a half later, 'm free
to go.” Luke says that he doesn’t
even look at his lines or read
the script until right before the
cameras start rolling, which
makes sense, as he has no prior
experience with acting. “T can’t
take any credit,” he said.

Jeft really appreciates Luke’s
willingness to go along with
the craziness of the Solitude
& Reflection videos. “Luke is
fantastic. He is great,” Jeff said.
“There’s a lot of kinda silly,

Jeff probably five or six years
even before I came to OWL, so
he and I kind of had a previ-
ously established relationship.
We get along really well, so it’s
super easy.

Because the videos take so
much time and effort to pro-
duce, Jeff and Damon have
been trying to get students
involved with the making of
them. “A lot of the time I had
been editing the videos, at least
up until recently where we've
tried to pass some of these
jobs along to students because
it's good things to learn,” Da-
mon said. “Its much better to
go ‘hey student who has way
more time than me, you edit
it and then I can check your
work” One student who has
way more time than Damon is
senior Gideon Zupfer.

Gideon was brought on to
help with the videos around
May of last year. “It was actual-
ly the reason why I joined Da-
mon’s crew; he said. “Damon
told me ‘hey you should switch
out of Jeft’s crew and join mine
and help me work on these Sol-
itude & Reflection videos’ and
I was like ‘sure” Gideon helps
out with the filming of the vid-
eos (which he says is his favor-
ite part of the process), but he

also helps to edit the videos.
He'll edit them during his TA
hour, and then send them off
to Damon to get everything
looked over and finished up.
Sometimes Gideon will even
stay after school to help with
filming the videos, but he says
that that doesn’t happen very
often. Although these vid-
eos are not required work for
Gideon, he enjoys working on
them. “It’s fun, I like it, it’s en-
joyable,” Gideon said. “It’s nice
to complete a project and feel
satisfied by it”

Seeing the evolution of the
videos from simple sketches
with Jeff and Luke to a huge
operation involving tons of
teachers and students is pret-
ty incredible. In fact, Luke
admitted that he had abso-
lutely no idea that the videos
would become such a big deal
when they were still doing the
old sketches. “To be honest, I
didn't even understand why
people liked [the sketches] as
much as they did. It was kind
of shocking to me;” he said.
“I did find the back and forth
between Jeff and I, you know
it was kind of funny. And ob-
viously kids recognize us both
and to see us on screen, there’s
like a novelty thing to that. But
I had very low expectations for
this”

Even though the videos
take so much effort to make,
and everyone involved with
them (especially Jeff and Da-
mon) sacrifice so much of their
free time to make new videos,
Jeff, Damon, Luke, and Gideon
all say that there are so many
things that make it all worth it.

“I don’t know, I just think
theyre fun,” Gideon said.
“They’re funny to watch.
They’re kind of awkward vid-
eos, but there’s a special charm
to them.”

“T'll be honest, its hard to
stay humble. It is. It's a chal-
lenge,” Luke said. “No, I'm kid-
ding”

Damon and Luke both
mentioned how they love how
the Solitude & Reflection vid-
eos help them to interact with
students in different ways. “I
think the payoft for me is that
I have been able to have, espe-
cially my middle school stu-

dents, kind of see me through
a different lense,” Luke said.
“They can see me being kind
of fun and silly onscreen,
when sometimes in class I
have to be a little more stern,
and encourage them to follow
rules and do their work. So
its also just helped me form
relationships with kids that I
may not have otherwise. You
know, kids will recognize me
and want to talk to me, and
that wouldn’t have been the
case otherwise.... It became
stranger when I walked past
a group of sixth graders that I
didn’t know, and they all kinda
pointed and stared at me. I get
kind of a kick out of it. It’s this
little OWL thing that nobody
else outside of this community
understands”

The videos have also helped
to bring Jeff and Damon clos-
er over the years. “We went
from being coworkers to best
friends; Damon said. “We
hang out outside of work all
the time now. We just have a
great relationship”

Seeing how people react to
the videos is also a huge rea-
son why they all continue to
make them. “[When people
start cheering] I often get that

Southern California for film.
“My Dad was a filmmaker, he
did a lot of directing. I worked
on films and commercials
when I was a youngster, so it
was a passion for me,” Damon
said. “The fact that I get to
continue to make movies even
though I'm a teacher is kinda
cool”

Jeff did not go to film
school, but he also loves it
when the audience gets excit-
ed. “Ireally enjoy when we nail
it so to speak,” Jeff said. “When
the quality is there, it's funny,
it’s exciting. And I can tell by
the audience’s reaction when
were showing it when we
nailed it. When we get a great
crowd reaction, people are en-
joying it, they’re having fun.
That's kinda my main reason.
If T didn't think people were
into it anymore, wed be like
‘alright, maybe we'll do some-
thing different than Solitude &
Reflection.”

Overall, the adventures of
Solitude & Reflection have
helped to bring the entire OWL
community together and teach
us more about the Design
Principles, and it’s all thanks to
a bunch of people who aren't
even getting paid for spend-

Damon Liberatore

Luke and Jeff react to disturbing news.

tingling sensation on my neck,
or a tear balling up just from,
you know, joy;” Damon said. “I
get choked up about it cause
I really like doing what we're
doing. It’s hard to entertain
400 people who are at different
ages; from sixth grade to how-
ever old Dave and Tim are”

It makes sense why Damon
loves seeing the reactions to
his movies, because he actu-
ally went to the University of

ing 99% of their time to work
on the videos. Even though
they don't get monetary com-
pensation, we can still all try
to show our appreciation by
cheering loud every time Sol-
itude & Reflection appear on
the screen.“We will continue
to make these videos as long as
people enjoy watching them, I
guess,” Damon said. “Or until
someone tells us to stop”

World Cup mania swept OWL classrooms

Those new to the game and superfans alike found united excitement over the soccer tournament

Gabby Govrik
Staff Writer

Cheering and booing from
classrooms, talks of teams that
are winning and losing, and the
constant checking of phones
is something you might have
seen or heard around OWL
from late November to De-
cember. The World Cup took
place in Qatar this year from
November 20th to December
18th.

Looking back at this year’s
World Cup, it is noticeably
different from previous years.
The World Cup typically starts
in the middle of June and ends
in mid-July but this year that
changed. Qatar’s summer cli-
mate can reach up to 122°F
during a heat wave and usually
gets down to 86°F on a good
day, but along with hot tem-
peratures comes humidity and
a decrease in rain. Even with
Qatar’s air conditioned stadi-

ums, fans and players wouldn't
be staying there, which led to
the push of holding it in No-
vember.

Since the start of the FIFA
World Cup on November
20th to the end on December
18th, many classrooms around
school were filled with stu-
dents or teachers keeping up
with the games. For teacher
Rebekah Rentzel, she’s learned
a lot through students and
fellow teachers. “My students
have taught me a lot along
with Dan and Leo, whom I
have lunch with everyday!”
Rebekah isn’t the only one
who learned from teacher
Leo Bickelhaupt. “My pal Leo
is super into the World Cup,’
said Spanish teacher Tim Le-
one-Getten. “He got me into
it years ago and now I am
hooked!”

With excitement comes
disappointment for the teams

that you are rooting for. For
10th grade superfan Charlie
Acosta, he was overwhelmed
with sorrow and irritation
over Mexico's loss while try-
ing to qualify for the round of
16. “Charlie wouldn't talk to
anyone for a whole hour after
Mexico lost their game,” said
10th grader Antonio Cervates,
a close friend of Charlie. In the
end, Charlie was happy to see
Argentina win, as many others
were. “After learning Messi is
the GOAT, I was happy to see
Argentina had won it all!”
Though the energy of soc-
cer ran through the school,
many teachers and students
found it difficult to focus and
would often be distracted by
it. “During my classes, some-
one had their phone under
their table watching the game,”
said 10th grader Mylie Peter-
son-Antin. “Every time a team
scored a goal, about four to five

kids would jump out of their
seats and just start screaming””
Even English teacher Leo Bick-
elhaupt, who has been a World
Cup follower since 1982, had
something to say about dis-
tractions coming from the
World Cup, specifically his
own. “Let’s just say I had to
make some difficult choices. I
tried to keep the World Cup
and work separate during the
day, but I also had to watch the
Argentina-Netherlands game
during class” Leo also added
that he paid more attention to
that Argentina game than his
students. “Having to balance
the World Cup with my job
was extremely challenging”
The World Cup ended on
December 18th when Argen-
tina beat defending champion
France. Many were excited
to see the results of the game
since the announcement of it
being Lionel Messi’s last World

Cup. The next mens World
Cup will take place in 2026
and will be held in the US,
Mexico, and Canada, but this

summer, the womens World
Cup will take place in Austra-
lia and New Zealand.

Gabby Govrik
Students catch up on World Cup action in Joe Blegen'’s
room.




Senior Spotlight

Sofia Maldonado

What pronouns do you use?
He/him.

How tall are you?
5’ 6’)

What pronouns do you use?
She/her.

How long have you been at OWL?

7 years.

What are your plans for next year?
College . . . anywhere in Washington.

What’s been your favorite class in high school?

Any of Luke’s classes.

What extracurriculars are you involved in?

Dance and theater.

Favorite field work experience or school trip and why?
The Outward Bound ninth grade hiking trip, because it was a lot
of fun and I made a lot of friends.

If you had a walk up song, what would it be?

Got to be Real by Cheryl Lynn.

That One Little Kid

What’s your favorite book, movie or tv show?

Heartstopper

Who'’s your favorite senior?
Nox

What is your favorite video game?

Beatsaber.

What extracurriculars do you plan on getting involved in at

OWL?
GSA.

Jasper Balian

Food produc-
tion with a

sustainable lens

Megan’s class learns CTE skills
while making everyday foods

Violet Baer-Benson
Staff Writer

It is the second hour on a B
day. 11th grader Mae Heeringa
and 10th graders Gabby
Govrik and Kiara Steiner
walk through the halls, going
from classroom to classroom
handing out little bowls of
wild rice soup to each teacher.
“Rate it on a scale from 1-10,
they ask.

These students were all a
part of the Sustainable Food
Production class, and just
learned how to make wild rice
soup. This all began this year
when science teacher Megan
Hall started teaching the
Sustainable Food Production
class. This class ran through
quarter 1 and 2, although
Megan said that she will
continue to offer this class
in the years to come, “if fate
allows” In quarters 2 and 3,
Megan will be teaching a class
called Food Science, so make
sure to sign up. In order to
teach this class you have to
have a CTE-Ag Education
(Career and Technical
Education Agricultural
Education License). Students
who participate in this class
will receive a CTE credit.

On a typical day in this
class there are both academic

and cooking activities. “Many
students enjoy engaging in
both,” Megan said, “I have
(also) noticed there are a
couple of students from each
class who excel at getting the
kitchen sparkling, and safe”
Some of Megan’s favorite parts
of teaching this class have been
making the soups and latkes.
In addition, Megan enjoyed
the classes in which students
began to bring in recipes from
home, and reflect on how
food traditions sustain their
home cultures. A challenge
that Megan  experienced
was adapting how to teach
effectively in a shared space
after teaching on the third
floor for years.

Students seemed to enjoy all
parts of this class as it consists
of cooking, discussion, as well
as work time. In this class
students have enjoyed making
pancakes, latkes,  soups,
pastas, and more. 10th grader
Gabby Govrik said, “I loved
cooking, eating, and getting
the chance to collaborate with
my classmates” This class
ended after the first semester,
although Megan plans on
continuing to offer both of
these classes in the future.

Fraquetball stakes are high

Winners from semester one lunches were crowned late January

Marshall Wasmund
Staff Writer

There was some intense
Fraquetball action in the hall-
way in January. It was the third
lunch finals for high school:
Alpha Numericals VS 1145
Randolph Ave. The 1145 Ran-
dolph boys scored first with an
ace from 10th grader Arthur
Madsen. Then the Alpha Nu-
mericals scored a point with a
shot from math teacher Tom
Totushek which tied the game
1-1.

Then 1145 Randolph Ave
pulled ahead with a point
scored by Arthur making the
score 2-1. After going back
and forth for a while, 1145
Randolph Ave scored again
with a shot from 10th grader
Mikko Liimatta making the
score 3-1. Then the Alpha Nu-
mericals scored with a shot
from Tom making the score
3-2. Next the Alpha Numer-
icals tied the game 3-3. Then
1145 Randolph Ave scored
with an excellent shot from
Arthur making the score 4-3.

The Randolph boys scored
yet another point with a shot
from Arthur making the score
5-3. Then again 1145 Ran-
dolph Ave scored again mak-
ing the score 6-3. Next Alpha
Numericals scored with a shot
from Tom. To win the game
1145 Randolph Ave scored
the final point from a shot by
Arthur to make the final score

7-4. One key to the game was
that 1145 Randolph was able
to keep math teacher Damon
Liberatore from his usual bank
serve that wins his team the
ball back on serves.

Fraquetball was invented
by OWL students in 2002 and
has been played by both teach-
ers and students ever since. “I
have really enjoyed fraquetball
all three years I have played,”
said 9th grader Wyatt Kessler.

Many different strategies for
offense and defense have been
created throughout the history
of fraquetball. “One popular
defensive strategy is for the
front player to block shots on
one side while the back player
blocks them on the other,” said
12th grader Ian Brooks. “My
strategy is to throw myself at
the ball and hope that I block
it said 10th grader Antonino
Cervantes.

The 1145 Randolph Ave
win was a big upset because
the Alpha Numericals have
won the championship two
times. The Gentle Giants (Sean
Keith/Cameron Beitler) and
Los Geezers (Tim Leone-Get-
ten/Leo Bickelhaupt) are tied
for the most championships
with three wins. The 2022-
2023 winter season there were
five teams that won every sin-
gle game before the playofts.
Those teams were Los Gee-
zers, Bald m+ms, Alpha Nu-
mericals, Rubys, and the Fine
Pumpkins. These teams were

favored going into their lunch
finals.

This year there are 3 people
running fraquetball: seniors
Ian Brooks and Brodie Olm-
stead, and junior Cooper Pe-
terson Antin. Next year Coo-
per will be head commissioner
of fraquetball. The leaders of
fraquetball have to do a lot of
planning to make the play-
ofts and championship hap-
pen. “First we seed the teams
based on win/loss records and
strength of schedule, then find
bracket formats that work for
the different numbers of teams
in each lunch. At the end of
the year we use a format that
finds the best few teams in
each lunch so they can be put
into an 8-team championship
bracket,” said Ian. But the
spring playofts are a little more
complicated to set up. For the
spring championship games,
inter-lunch games have to be
played during crew periods

and sometimes after school.

The three teams in the mid-
dle school bracket that won
their lunch are Paddle Bros,
who won the first lunch mid-
dle school bracket, Spiky De-
mons, who won the second
lunch middle school bracket,
and Purples, who won the
third lunch middle school
bracket. The three teams in the
high school bracket that won
their lunch are R6 Bots who
won the first lunch high school
bracket, Los Geezers who won
the second lunch high school
bracket, and 1145 Randolph
Ave won the third lunch high
school bracket.

The winner of the champi-
onship in the spring gets their
team name on the wall by the
fraquetball court next to all
the other winners, which is a
big deal because you will al-
ways be there even after you
graduate.

Cooper Peterson Antin
A middle schooler prepares for an overhead smash
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and work with their side’s at-
torneys to win.

“It’s fun playing a part and
memorizing things. It can be
hard sometimes, being in the
spotlight sitting at the witness
stand. Its scary, everyone is
looking at you, but actually I
like it,” said 10th grader Gal-
adrial Barrett.

The case this year is about
medical malpractice. A swim-
mer named Jamie Morton is
claiming that their doctor,
Ardi Ramidus, made a mistake
in an ACL surgery that cost Ja-
mie their career. There is testi-
mony from one of Jamie’s for-
mer teammates, their coach,
their physical therapist, a med-
ical expert, and of course, both
Jamie and Dr. Ramidus.

The team is 1 - 1 so far.
The first match was won fair-
ly smoothly on defense. In
the second match, they had
significantly less preparation
time, so the defeat is under-
standable.

The facts of the case are
structured where either team
could get the upper hand and
it's not a forgone conclusion.
A team will have to question
both their own and their op-
ponents’ witnesses, as well
as construct an opening and
closing argument. Since its
not a real trial, the winner is
determined by judges who
give points for various actions.
Things like properly objecting,
or submitting exhibits will net
points.

The team itself is closely
tied together since everyone

depends on each other for the
case to work. “I really like the
community that we have, with
our small group of people. It’s
a lot of fun being at competi-
tions and the next day being
able to talk about your favorite
parts of it,” said Galadrial.

This is the first year since
the pandemic that Mock Trial
will be done in-person. For the
past couple of years, all match-
es took place on Zoom, rather
than in a courtroom. In addi-
tion to technical problems, this
posed an interesting change
to the overall feeling of Mock
Trial. “Both ways are stressful,
but online you’re more singled
out. The first year we had on-
line we were at our houses, and
you couldn’t talk to anybody
before the trial. It was freaky.
In person you're in the court-
room, so there’s more of the
actual etiquette and it’s easier
to have smaller movements.
On Zoom it’s like just staring
at the screen, so it doesn’t work
as well,” said Galadrial.

Mock Trial offers students
the opportunity to work on a
variety of skills. “[I'd recom-
mend Mock Trial to] anybody
who likes arguing or object-
ing. That’s for if you wanna
be a lawyer. For witnesses, I'd
say someone who wants to
get out of their comfort zone,
or someone who likes acting,
because that’s a big part of it,”
said Galadrial.

As of writing this, the team
still has two trials left to play,
but if they do well enough they
may end up making state and
playing more.




Archery team looks to state

The high school team placed
third at tournament last month

Wyatt Kessler
Staff Writer

As senior Jan Rosen-
berg-Scholl stepped up and
took his final shots at the LILA
Dragon Lair 300 archery tour-
nament in Forest Lake, he so-
lidified his place as third over-
all for high school boys and
first among senior boys.

As archery comes back in
season, the OWL archers are
aspiring towards big things.
Especially after three middle
school archers (Moss Wind-
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ingstad, Maddie Linstad, and
Claire Hulson) move into high
school. “The high school team
looks to be very competitive
this year;” said math teacher
and coach of the archery team
Tom Totushek.

The team competes with
subteams chosen by team cap-
tains at their practices. The ar-
chery team last year was very
close to making it onto the po-
dium at the state tournament,
where they were short by just
six points, so they believe plac-

ing at state is a reasonable goal.
Although the season is
relatively young, some OWL
archers have already made
some noticeable placements.
The high school team earned
a trophy for placing third at
the LILA Dragon tournament,
and the middle school fin-
ished fourth. Ian RS not only
finished first for high school
boys but third in boys overall.
Claire finished second of 22
for 9th-grade girls, and up-
and-coming archer 7th grader
Olli Liimata finished fourth
of 106 for middle school boys
and first for 7th-grade boys.
Another OWL archer in

middle school, Benji Diaz,
finished second for 7th-grade
boys. 7th grader Maggie Jan-
sen finished 3rd for 7th grade
girls, and 8th grader Oscar
Mons finished 3rd for 8th
grade boys.

The team looks like its
meeting its own expectations
so far. Things seem in line for
placing at state as some are al-
ready placing high at meets/
tournaments. There are a con-
siderable amount of great mid-
dle school archers on the team
based on these placements,
and this season and seasons
in the near future seem to be
looking good.

Moss Windingstad shoots at a meet last year (left) assistant coach Donald Post provides advice (right).

History Day returns to in person

Students in all grades will present their projects
at the school competition on February 22nd

Alva Healy
Staff Writer

Since late autumn, students
have been preparing for the
upcoming National History
Day competition in February.

This years theme is Fron-
tiers in History: People, Plac-
es, Ideas. It focuses on mo-
ments in history where people,
places, or ideas were at the
dividing line of what people
thought or did, which can cre-
ate a place for a range of topics.

This year’s theme has been
a bit tougher than last year’s
topic, Debate and Diplomacy.

Competitions start in Jan-
uary and February, with the
school level competition. At
OWL, the school competition
is held on February 22. After
the school level competition,
the students that move on
to regionals must have their
projects submitted virtual-
ly by March 1st. About 4,500
students will participate in re-
gionals from Minnesota and

other states. Following region-
als, the state competition in
Minnesota, will take place on
April 22, and then finally Na-
tionals, taking place between
June 11-15. Minnesota will
take 60 students to Nationals.

6th, 7th, and 11th grad-
ers are the only grades re-
quired to do History Day,
but many students still par-
ticipate in History Day for
their love of the competition.

Since the pandemic started
Nationals has been virtual, but

this year students will get to go
to the University of Maryland,
College Park for nationals.

“I think in-person con-
tests are awesome,  says
OWL social studies teacher
Katie Craven. “Seeing stu-
dents check out their com-
petition, support their class-
mates, and hang out together
on a Saturday is fun to see”

“It’s definitely an incentive,’
11th graders Tess and Wil-
la Campion also comment-
ed about Nationals being in
person. “The times we went,
it was virtual so we haven't
really gotten the experience”

1 outfit, 165
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Daniel has worn ‘A good day
for a good day’ shirt all year

Aria Kulseth and Claire Ales
Staff Writers

Many people worry about
what theyre going to wear
each day, but for 12th grad-
er Daniel Meekin, that's not
a problem. Why? Because he
wears the exact same outfit ev-
ery single day!

If you've seen Daniel in the
halls you might have noticed
that he’s wearing a navy blue
shirt with the phrase “Its a
good day for a good day” on it.
That’s the shirt he’s been wear-
ing for this entire school year.

Daniel first came up with
the idea while at a camp about
a month before school started.
He put his plan into full action
when he went to find the per-
fect shirt at a Target. The main
idea of wearing the same outfit
every day was just to be funny,
but over time, more people be-
gan to notice.

For those of you that are
wondering how he could wear
the same outfit everyday with-
out smelling bad, Daniel has
five identical pairs of shirts and
socks, and three pairs of pants.
“I wanted it to be where every
picture that was taken during
the school day, I would look
the exact same,” said Daniel.
When asked about whether or
not people have commented
on his outfit, Daniel said that
a surprisingly small amount of
people actually bring it up.

This actually isn’t the first
time that a member of the
OWL community has worn
the same outfit everyday.
During the 2020-2021 school
year, math teachers Tom To-
tushek and Clara Raineri
would wear the same outfits
on certain days of the week.
Clara and Toms situation was
a little different though—their
competition was to see whose
students would say something
about them wearing the same
clothes first. In the end, neither
of their students said anything
about them wearing the same
outfits, so it ended in a tie.

Daniel mentioned that the
shirt wasn’t supposed to mean
anything significant, but to
Daniel’s friend, 12th grader
Ian Brooks, it helped him put
words to his goal. At the col-
lege march on December 9th,
lan gave a speech revolving
around the message and the
meaning of “it’s a good day for
a good day” “I've always strug-
gled to live in the moment,
said Ian. “And I've been trying
to apply that in the moment
mindset for a while, so Daniel’s
shirt was a really nice way of
putting that into one phrase”

Daniel plans to continue
his strange tradition and wear
his outfit all the way to gradu-
ation. And if you were inspired
by this story to try to wear the
same outfit every day, Daniel
would not recommend it.

Kanye, 1

before.

Only a few days after the
White Lives Matter controver-
sy Kanye posted a text thread
on Instagram where he had
messaged to rapper P-Diddy,
“ima use you as an example
to show the Jewish people that
told you to call me that no one
can threaten or influence me”
The response to the posts were
minimal and most people cast
it aside as another weird thing
Kanye said. After minor back-
lash to the post resulted in Ins-
tagram deleting it, Kanye went
to Twitter to post a tweet say-
ing, “I'm a bit sleepy tonight
but when I wake up 'm going
death con 3 on JEWISH PEO-
PLE” This whole rant was al-
leging that Jewish people were
to blame for all his problems
involving his music and busi-
nesses.

After the DEFCON 3 tweet,
Kanye did an interview with
Tucker Carlson to expand on
his conservative views. On
the surface the interview dis-
cussed Kanye’s views on abor-
tion and his other conservative
values, but later leaked footage

showed Kanye’s hardline an-
tisemitic beliefs. When every-
thing came out about Kanye’s
anti-semitism, he went on the
Drink Champs podcast and
spouted lies and conspira-
cies relating to George Floyd’s
death. He then went on to
meet with former president
Trump at Mar-a-Lago. Kanye
kept going further down right
wing circles, getting involved
with fringe figures such as
Milo Yiannopoulos, Hank
Pecker, and Nick Fuentes, who
openly spout their racist and
antisemitic beliefs.

Kanye’s media coverage
mostly ended when he went on
InfoWars with Alex Jones and
Nick Fuentes. On the show
Kanye continued his antise-
mitic rants, praising Hitler and
the Nazis as well as spreading
other harmful conspiracies.
The response to this was large-
ly critical but there were some
right-wingers on Twitter who
seemed to agree with Kanye’s
support of Nazis. This was
considered Kanye’s last big ap-
pearance as he had “gone too
far] although he still appears
on fringe right-wing platforms
to this day.

Kanyes story is not an
anomaly in conservative me-
dia. Especially in the past few
years, conservatives want to
use celebrities that have been
“canceled” for controversial
comments. These “canceled”
celebrities will then appear on
right-wing platforms to spread
propaganda for conservatives.
This often leads to the celebri-
ties becoming more radical in
their views.

An example of this is Gina
Carano, an actress who was
kicked oft of the TV series The
Mandalorian for making an-
tisemitic tweets. She was then
picked up by Ben Shapiro and
the Daily Wire. She became
more radical in her views,
appearing on Daily Wire pro-
ductions. The same exact thing
happened when Kanye was
canceled, but the only differ-
ence was that Kanye, unlike
other celebrities, went beyond
sanitized, pre-recorded con-
servative content. Kanye went
on social media and live plat-
forms where there were no
restrictions on what he could
say, and well... he said stuff.

Antisemitism has been em-
bedded in the modern con-

servative movement since its
inception. At mainstream con-
servative protests like January
6th and Charlottesville, there
have been many examples of
antisemitic sentiment and im-
agery such as the Jews will not
replace us’ chant at the Char-
lottesville rallies, and the con-
stant fear of ‘globalists] While
some right-wing pundits have
tried to cover it up, antisemi-
tism is still rising in right-wing
movements, allowing for eas-
ier access to antisemitic con-
spiracies and content. This is
how Kanye got radicalized, by
consuming mainstream con-
servative content and getting
pushed further right, finding a
place in antisemitism conspir-
acy theories.

In the past few weeks,
Kanye has been getting less
and less media coverage, but
similar stories with other ce-
lebrities are bound to happen.
The idea of “cancel culture”
is still being used to prop up
far-right ideals and push those
ideas on an audience of im-
pressionable fans. Debates are
still ongoing about how to re-
spond to these problems.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, February 16th: NAAPID Family

Event (6:00 pm)

Friday, February 17th: Winter Dance (MS:

5:30, HS: 7:30)

Monday, February 20th: Presidents Day (No

School)

Tuesday, February 21st: PTO Community

Meeting (6:30 pm)

Wednesday, February 22nd: History Day
Wednesday, March 1st: Mid Quarter
Wednesday, March 1st: History Day Research
Field Trip (Wilson Library, U of MN)

Tuesday, March 7th: ACT Test Day (11th grade

only)

Friday, March 10th: Staff PD Day (No School)
Tuesday, March 14th: PTO Community Meet-

ing (6:30 pm)

Saturday, March 18th: Regional History Day

(Tentative)

Friday, March 31st: End of Quarter 3
April 3rd - April 7th: Spring Break




Trans Heathcare in America

The US healthcare system marginalizes transgender people

Michael Ryan
Staff Writer

The healthcare system in
the United States is not kind to
transgender individuals. Not
just that of the sex reassign-
ment process, but health care
in general as a whole. This is
becoming a more prevalent
thought than it has been in
years past due to the growing
necessity that comes along
with the increasing number
of trans people. If a society ex-
cludes people from those who
are considered to be strange or
different, then that is not a fair
or just society and needs to be
thoroughly re-examined.

In Injustice at Every Turn:
A Report of the National
Transgender Discrimination
Survey, (2011) it was found
that 19% of transgender indi-
viduals reported being refused
medical service on account of
their trans status. In the 2015

U.S. Transgender Survey by
The National Center for Trans-
gender Equality, 33% of trans
people said they have had at
least one negative experience,
including being denied.

A large number of doc-
tors—50% according to the
aforementioned National
Transgender Discrimina-
tion Survey— were reported
as having to be taught about
transgender care by their pa-
tients.

Because of experiences and
stories like above, 28% report-
ed postponing their medical
care. In a poll on the NPR web-
site in 2017, 22% of trans peo-
ple said they avoided doctors
for fear of discrimination, and
in the 2015 U.S. Transgender
Survey, 23%.

The average percentage of
the people who postponed
medical care is 24%, accord-
ing to the statistics above.

This may not seem like much,
but when put into perspective
against the 1.3 million trans-
gender people in the United
States, that is 312,000 people
that have been too afraid to go
get healthcare because of who
they are.

The easiest and most obvi-
ous way to stop this discrim-
ination is to get doctors and
healthcare providers educated
about the needs of trans peo-
ple. Even if they dont special-
ize in it, they should at least
know of it. The entire point
of a doctor is to know what is
happening in a person’s body,
and if they are willingly igno-
rant about an entire group of
people and the processes they
undergo, they have failed as a
doctor.

As for small scale change
in this school, I do not really
see what could be changed,
as this is a school and not a

doctor’s office. I have not had
the chance to meet the school
nurse, but I am sure that they
are doing a good job in re-
specting all those who need
treating.

A large number of trans-
gender individuals have re-
ported being harassed or de-
nied healthcare because of
their trans status. Because of
that, many have postponed
visiting doctors. Though the
state of things isn’t great now, it
used to be far, far worse. There
have been massive changes in
how society views trans peo-
ple, and it is almost accepted
in many places to be trans.
However, this doesn’t change
the fact that the healthcare sys-
tem needs to change the way it
treats transgender people. The
main way of change is through
kindness and education.

Brazil riots mirror Jan. 6th

Hardcore Bolsonaro followers imitate our MAGA extremists

Claire Hulson
Staff Writer

Freedom in Brazil has final-
ly come, in part. As the former
president Jair Bolsonaro fin-
ished his term of deforestation,
corruption, and murder, Brazil
got its first taste of freedom for
about two days before Bolson-
aro had his almost concession
where he said that he and his
followers were “stronger than
ever, causing protests, riots,
and hold ups all over Brazil.

After Bolsonaro’s four year
term as president of Brazil, he
lost to former leftist president
Luiz Lula da Silva or “Lula”
by .9% in the 2022 election. “I

was worried about the election
a lot. He has a lot of followers
despite everything,” said Ga-
briel Silva, a Brazilian from
Sao Paulo speaking about Bol-
sonaros diehard followers and
their need to always keep Bol-
sonaro in the spotlight wheth-
er it’s claiming a fake election
or going online and idolizing
his sexist and racist views.

Worst of all, his support-
ers caused a truck hold up
that stopped a woman from
getting to the hospital, re-
sulting in her death. “Lots of
truck drivers that didn’t want
to stay were forced to, and
there are reports of a person
who died because she need-

ed a body organ that unfor-
tunately did not arrive due to
the manifestations,” said Silva.

Unfortunately that’s not the
end of it because if no one’s
stopping them, why would
they stop? Not unlike the
January 6th attack on the US
capital, Bolsonaro’s supporters
stormed their capital building
and other key buildings in Bra-
zil’s capital Brasilia. Only three
days after the anniversary of
the US attack and eight days af-
ter Lula was sworn into office,
Bolsonaro stans stormed, ri-
oted, and attacked everything
on their path to the capital
claiming the double counted
election as fake. It's what we all

expected but the similarities
between Bolsonaro support-
ers and Trump supporters, as
well as Trump and Bolsonaro
themselves, are uncanny. So
far Lula has signed an emer-
gency decree putting federal
authorities in charge of securi-
ty in Brazil’s capital, as well as
making around 1,500 arrests,
saying, “There is no precedent
for what they did and these
people need to be punished”

You might be wondering
where the infamous Bolsona-
ro went after everything. Just
think of the one state where
all the worst people go to hide
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Affordable housing policies

US government officials have been slow to tackle homelessness

Serenity Meier
Staff Writer

It breaks my heart to see
people living on the streets
with no home. Affordable
housing should be a right, not
a privilege, in the richest coun-
try in the world. There is not
enough action by the govern-
ment to fix the situation. We
need to change the policies. I
can visualize more money and
help from the government to
help people who are struggling
to at least have a basic place to
live, get employment, and to
be able to afford good educa-
tion for their children.

Affordable housing has
been a problem for a few de-
cades according to Joseph
Rubin, a writer for the Eisne-
ramper Knowledge Center. In
his report there are a number
of reasons for the decline of af-
fordable housing. He mentions
the pandemic, the housing
bubble crisis of 2007, decrease
in affordability of housing,

rent, prices rising nearly 25%
in the last few years, and the
great demand for housing
across the economic spectrum.
Urban gentrification has taken
what was affordable for low in-
come people, and made it un-
affordable for the people to stay
in the area. What are people to
do when a minimum wage job
only pays a couple thousand a
month, and a cheap one-bed-
room appointment is at least a
thousand a month?

America is one of the rich-
est countries in the world, but
over 37.9 million people live
in poverty according to the
2021 census. The government
spends about $1.5 trillion on
the defense budget, but only
1.692 billion to provide health-
care.

How can we make housing
affordable? According to amer-
icanprogress.org they suggest
a bunch of ideas to help the
supply of affordable housing.
Because the supply of afford-

able housing is so low, rent
prices are going up very fast.
They suggest building more
affordable housing and slow
rental inflation so prices don’t
get worse. It is also suggested
that we incentivize new con-

struction of affordable homes.
It is also suggested that urban
areas add more subsidized

housing. And I believe that we
need overall better jobs and
opportunities to make money
to afford a stable place to live.

Moss Windingstad

Nation and World

Elizabeth Halléﬁger

ChatGPT has made it harder to detect plagiarism.

ChatGPT
writes essays
for students

The new AI has raised concerns
around academic integrity

Nick Streng
Staff Writer
Humorously explored as a
fictional idea in the past, the
concept of getting a robot to
do your homework or write
an essay has always seemed
like a silly thing that only
happens in children’s books
- but ChatGPT has made it
reality. What is ChatGPT,
you ask? Great question! Let
me go ask it!....No, seriously!
ChatGPT (Generative Pre-
Trained Transformer) is a
language model developed by
OpenAl, a research organiza-
tion focused on artificial intel-
ligence. Trained on a massive
set of data, it has advanced
Natural Language Processing
(NLP), which enables it to
generate text that looks like it
was written by a human, and
generate accurate responses
to questions based on a wide
variety of patterns in the data
set it is given. The responses
are generated quickly in real
time, and the NLP allows for
the ability to understand con-
text and the intent behind
questions. So to make a long
story short - it’s an Al that you
can ask to do almost anything.
When using ChatGPT, it’s
almost as if you're texting with
someone - except its a very
one-sided conversation with a
robot. Through written mes-
sages, the user is able to ask
the language model to answer
questions, whether they be
math problems, explanations
of a certain topic, or a prompt
for an essay (foreshadow-
ing). Essentially, the program
scours the internet and its
database looking for informa-
tion to smash together into a
response that is automatically
spit out in a responding mes-
sage. The user is then able to
follow the “conversation” up
with corrections or changes to
alter or improve the response
to their liking. And rather
unsettlingly, it proved to be
quite accurate - and fairly hu-
man-sounding. It reached the
point where I could essentially
interview the AI about itself
and receive all the informa-
tion I needed for this article.
However, the program is

not flawless. Despite the size
of its dataset, false information
can still be unintentionally
generated, particularly when
it comes to questions about
more obscure topics. Harmful
or biased information is also
not out of the picture, given
that the internet is chock-full
of such material, and its reach
of knowledge is limited when
it comes to any subject after
2021. And perhaps most im-
portantly, it's rather difficult
to generate an answer con-
taining imagination and any
kind of personality behind the
writing - it is still an Al, after
all. While experimenting with
ChatGPT, I asked it to write
essays and paragraphs on a
variety of topics, including
old English assignments, and
while the content of the re-
sponses was mostly accurate
and detailed, the presentation
and structure was very stiff
and unengaging, and many
times I amusingly noted that it
ended its conclusion with “in
conclusion,” which as many
know is a death trap when it
comes to writing essays. Any
instance of originality has to
come from the user, as OWL
senior Jack Cheatham discov-
ered when he made ChatGPT
write a scene from the movie
The Hangover that didn’t ex-
ist. Jack explained that he put
all the details of the fake scene
in his request, and “then it
came up with random (false)
information to fill the gaps”

As the use of language
models like ChatGPT becomes
increasingly widespread, there
have been growing concerns
over their impact in society.
Some experts have raised
questions about the potential
for these models to perpetuate
and amplify harmful biases,
as well as their ability to gen-
erate fake news and manip-
ulate public opinion. There
are also concerns about the
ethical implications of having
Al systems generate text that
can be mistaken for human
writing, potentially leading to
confusion and misinforma-
tion. While the technology
behind ChatGPT and other

ChatGPT, 9
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ALEC helps
corporations
stay ahead

Behind closed doors,
they work to advance a
conservative agenda

Lillie Eiken
Staff Writer

There is an organization of
powerful people operating be-
hind the scenes in our political
process, and the public doesn’t
know who they all are or ex-
actly what they’ve done.

The American Legislative
Executive Council, or ALEC,
is a group made up of state
legislators, who are elected of-
ficials in the state house and
Senate, and corporations that
join ALEC in order to influ-
ence elected officials. It claims
its the largest organization
of state legislators in the na-
tion, and connects them with
corporations such as Eli Lilly,
a pharmaceutical company,
who wants to stop things like
universal healthcare and lower
prices for prescription drugs.
Eli Lilly has been known to
donate to ALEC in the past, in
order to promote conservative
political ideology nationwide.

ALEC produces model
legislation (bills written to be
passed in legislatures) behind
closed doors that are often
introduced word for word in
state legislatures. No members
of the press are admitted into
the places in their conferences
where decision-making hap-
pens. Most of their legislative
members are probably Repub-
licans, judging by the legisla-
tive leaders in states that are
shown on their website, but we
don’t know how many legisla-
tive members there are, or who
they are. Some of their policies
contributed to mass incar-
ceration, which is the hugely

disproportionate amount of
prisoners (especially prisoners
of color) in the United States,
compared to other countries.
Others helped block responses
to climate change. Generally,
ALEC acts to protect corpo-
rate interests, and both mass
incarceration and a limited re-
sponse to climate change are in
corporate interests.

ALEC was founded in 1973
by the former Republican II-
linois representative Henry
Hyde, conservative activist
Paul Weyrich, and Lou Bar-
nett (who worked on Reagan’s
1968 presidential campaign).
During the 1980s, ALEC cre-
ated task forces that became
more like think tanks as cor-
porate members became more
involved. These task forces
work on model legislation that
states can use.

In the early 2010s, ALEC
files were released to the press.
These files, which newspaper
The Guardian released to the
public, include descriptions
of policies that came under
fire after the killing of Tray-
von Martin. This is why many
companies, including Home
Depot, Amazon, Walmart,
McDonald’s, and General
Electric, stopped giving mon-
ey to ALEC and going to ALEC
events. Many tech companies,
including Google, Ford, and
EBay, left ALEC later because
of anti-environmentalism. The
companies only left after files
were released.

ALEC files also discussed
a proposal to make state leg-
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Murder mystery mania
A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder is suspenseful

Connie Van Genderen
Staff Writer

Five years, two families,
two deaths, case closed. On
April 14, 2014 Andie Bell was
reported missing, 3 days later
her boyfriend Sal was found
dead in the forest with a bag
over his head, and sleeping
pills in his system. Everyone
thinks Sal killed Andie, but
what happens when you ques-
tion that?

Holly Jackson’s debut novel
A Good Girl’s Guide to Mur-
der is the first book of three.
The novel, a classic, came out
in 2019 and is gaining popu-
larity. A dead case that Pippa
“Pip” Fitz- Amobi, high school
senior that investigates the case
of the murder of Andie Bell,
as well as the suicide of Salil
“Sal” Singh in a school project,
similar to a paper required for
graduation. The book is nearly
400 pages of goodness.

The book is written in a
combination of third person
perspective, and the project
she’s writing to draw their con-
clusions. Pip is convinced that
Sal is innocent, and that there
is something fishy going on.
With the help of Sal’s brother
Ravi, Pip investigates the mur-
der to find the true killer, sup-
posedly still at large five years
later. With the help of Ravi,

Pip slowly uncovers a different
version of the perfect Andie
and her family. Pip interviews
her friends, people who cov-
ered the case, and Sal’s friends
as the story doesn’t make any
sense. Whoever covered up the
murder couldn't change what
type of person Sal is - a sweet,
selfless person. The more she
investigates, the more suspects
appear, nobody’s safe, and the
cover story is less believable.
And as you would
suspect, the investigation
starts to become more and
more dangerous, involving
threats, drugs, and illegal op-

The Instant
New York Times
Bestseller

erations. At a glance A Good
Girl's Guide to Murder might
seem lighthearted and a fun
adventure, but it quickly gets
dark and serious. Pippa learns
how it can be hard to balance
a life of relationships with
people, while investigating
a murder on the side. When
you can't tell the difference
between victim and suspect,
you'll lose something, some-
one, or yourself. In the end it
kind of feels like a puzzle piece,
fitting in perfectly with anoth-
er in a flat color. The end has
a very quick turnaround and it
is very exciting so you don't re-

Penguin Random House

The book by Holly Jackson has become a NYT bestseller.

ally realize that you've finished
the book. I recommend this
book to people who like mys-
teries, and would like to read a
more realistic mystery.

I really like the way they
write and tell the story, it varies
between reports, interviews,
and dialogue. As the story pro-
gresses it gets more dangerous
as throughout the book Pippa
becomes more invested in the
case, willing to do anything.
She also doubts herself, won-
dering if she’s gone too far,
and has only ended up hurting
people, and running in a circle.
That really works for the story,
it seems like a battle between
reality and an illusion; it makes
the story very captivating, and
pulls you back in. I found my-
self making little Post-it Notes
of my own theories, and found
it very exciting just thinking
about the story.

The start of the book is also
very captivating. The story
starts to get a little interesting,
then it gets more interesting,
and before you know it, you've
finished the book. The only cri-
tique I have is that the words to
seconds ratio in the book was
a little fast in the end, but that
could have just been me read-
ing so fast when it got exciting.
I will definitely be reading the
second book very soon.

That 90’s Show is a quality reboot

For those who never got quite
enough of “That 70’s show”

Lucy Annis-Bercier
Staff Writer

“Another day, another bad
reboot,” is what I would have
said before watching That 90’
Show, but this revival has re-
minded me of why reboots are,
to put it plainly, so fun.

Yes, you could argue that
they are just cash grabs that
take advantage of the success
of the original in hopes of rep-
licating their prosperity. But
viewership-wise, I believe peo-
ple are drawn to the idea of ex-
periencing their favorite mov-
ies and TV shows for the first
time again. Reboots are a real

hit-or-miss and they have to
be done in a way that captures
the same charm of the original
while allowing room to devel-
op into its own thing. Making
a spin-off of a beloved TV
show or movie has to be dealt
with very thoughtfully and
if done the right way, it gives
people the chance to relive the
magic and see what their fa-
vorite characters have been up
to. I would say that this sequel
series That 90’s Show does this
very well.

After the announcement
in 2021 saying That 70’s Show
would be returning nearly

20 years later as a 10-episode
Netflix original titled That 90’s
Show, I was excited but also
nervous because I didn’t want
one of my favorite TV shows’
legacy to be ruined by a disap-
pointing reboot. It was filmed
in a multi-cam format like the
original, which is what you see
on most sitcoms. The show
casts a fresh face of young ac-
tors to play the That 90’s Show
gang. There are cameos from
nearly the entire original cast
but the only recurring charac-
ters are Kitty (Debra Jo Rupp)
and Red (Kurtwood Smith),
who played the main character
Eric’s parents in the original. I
believe this was a good choice
for the “come into its own”
ingredient to a decent reboot

because it allows for the new
characters to shine and make
a name for themselves in the
That 70’s Show world.

“Times change, teenagers
don't) is the tagline for this
nostalgic sitcom and I think
it describes the essence of this
revival very well. The first ep-
isode reveals Kitty and Red
in the same house 15 years
later getting ready for their
son Eric (Topher Grace), his
wife Donna (Laura Prepon),
and their 15-year-old daugh-
ter Leia (named after Princess
Leia which is a homage to Er-
ic’s love for Star Wars) to visit
them in Point Place Wisconsin
for Fourth of July weekend in
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Everything Everywhere all at Once

The movie has earned multiple
awards, is an Oscar contender

Gideon Zupfer
Staff Writer

Everything Everywhere All
At Once is a bizarre, chaot-
ic, mind bending, existential,
multi-genre masterpiece. Its
a multiversal action film with
strange bits of comedy and
emotional scenes that make
you ponder what really mat-
ters in life. The film was writ-
ten and directed by Daniel
Kwan and Daniel Scheinert,
produced by A24 Films, and

released on March 25, 2022.
The movie follows a Chi-
nese American immigrant
mother, Evelyn, who is played
by Michelle Yeoh. She runs a
laundromat with her husband,
Waymond (Ke Huy Quan).
Waymond is preparing to tell
Evelyn about his plan to di-
vorce her, since he feels that
the two of them have grown
too distant from each other.
Evelyn’s laundromat is being
audited by the IRS, and her

disapproving father ~Gong
Gong (James Hong), is visiting
from China. Evelyn’s daughter
Joy (Stephanie Hsu) is looking
for acceptance from her moth-
er, since she is lesbian and has
a girlfriend named Becky (Tal-
lie Medel). Evelyn is having a
difficult time paying attention
to her family since she is over-
whelmed with her job and ev-
ery other aspect of her life. Ev-
elyns overwhelming life only
becomes more complicated
when she is introduced to the
multiverse.

Evelyn and Waymond make
their way to a meeting with the

IRS. In an elevator, Waymond
transforms when his mind is
taken over by a different ver-
sion of himself from an alter-
nate dimension. He quickly
informs Evelyn about how to
enter the multiverse and leaves
a piece of paper with her. His
mind switches back to the
original Waymond, and Ev-
elyn leaves the elevator with
confusion on her face.

Evelyn and Waymond sit
down to talk with an IRS agent
named Deirdre (Jamie Lee
Curtis). She talks to the cou-
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Thunders’ legendary career

The guitarist has inspired many famous rockstars and bassists

Olivia Bilek
Staff Writer

Johnny Thunders was an
innovative guitarist who had
it all and ended up throwing it
away.

John Anthony Genzale, bet-
ter known by his stage name
Johnny Thunders, began play-
ing music in high school when
he took up the bass guitar. His
first band was Johnny and the
Jaywalkers.

Thunders got his start when
he was recruited to play bass
for a band called The Dolls,
before taking up lead guitar.
Later, he was recruited to play
in a band called Actress, which
eventually became the New
York Dolls. Dolls bassist Ar-
thur “Killer” Kane described
the first time he heard Thun-
ders playing, “I heard someone
playing a guitar riff that I my-
self didn’t know how to play. It
was raunchy, nasty, rough, raw,
and untamed. I thought it was

truly inspired...,” Kane added,
“His sound was rich and fat
and beautiful, like a voice”

A series of moves eventual-
ly led Thunders to form a band
called The Heartbreakers, who
soon became one of the most
popular underground bands
in New York City. Early on,
the band members took turns
on vocals and Hell brought
in songs originally written
for television, such as Blank
Generation, as well as Thun-
ders bringing in new material.
Clem Burke of Blondie said,
“You could call them the punk
rock Beatles. Each person re-
ally stood out” The band re-
mained in the UK throughout
1977, where they gained more
popularity than in the US.

While in the UK, the Heart-
breakers were signed to Track
Records and released their first
and only official studio album,
L. AM.E By 1977 the band
members addictions were
out of control, despite them
being enrolled in the British

methadone program, a drug
replacement program for opi-
oid addicts. The recording ses-
sions for their new album were
derailed by their drug use, be-
ing that all the members were
heroin addicts, besides bass-
ist Billy Rath, who preferred
meth. Drummer Jerry Nolan
later said, “Everything we did
revolved around drugs.”
Thunders eventually decid-
ed to start a solo career, which
led to the bands breakup in
1978. After disbanding the
Heartbreakers, he remained
in London and recorded his
first of many solo albums, So
Alone in 1978. The recording
sessions featured a core band
of Thunders - Thin Lizzy bass-
ist Phil Lynott, Pistols drum-
mer Paul Cook, and The Clash
guitarist Steve Jones, with
guest appearances from singer
Chrissie Hynde, Humble Pie
guitarist Steve Marriott, for-
mer Heartbreakers guitarist
Walter Lure and bassist Billy
Rath, singer Peter Perrett, and

Patti Palladin of Snatch with
whom Thunders later record-
ed a duet album.

In 1979, Thunders moved
to Detroit and began playing
with a band called Gang War.
The band disbanded in 1981.
In the 1980s, Thunders lived
in Paris and Stockholm with
his wife, Julie, and daughter,
Jamie. In 1985 Thunders re-
leased Que Sera Sera, a col-
lection of new songs with his
then band The Black Cats. The
collection included the song
“Crawfish’, a duet with Palla-
din.

In 1988, Thunders and
Palladin again teamed up and
released Copy Cats, a cover
album. The album included a
variety of musicians to create
the 1950s and 1960s sound of
the original songs. The record-
ing band included Alex Bala-
nescu on violin, Bob Andrews
on piano, The Only Ones, John
Perry, and a number of others
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A case study into TikTokers

The Purple Press’s favorite satirical writer Mikko studies TikTok

Mikko Liimatta
Staff Writer

TikTok is the fifth most pop-
ular social media site with over
one billion unique monthly
visitors, including people like
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson,
Justin Bieber, and 10th grader
Marshall Wasmund. TikTok
rose into the limelight in 2018.
Coincidentally, 2018 was also
the year when human devel-
opment started to plateau.
TikTok is considered by many
experts in the field to be the se-
quel to Vine, which was anoth-
er place to share short videos.
In the past five years TikTok
has grown into a social media
platform, whose intelligence
can only be rivaled by the leg-
endary Yahoo Answers.

A huge part of TikTok is
the “TikTokers.” TikTokers are
a type of influencers. Influenc-
ers of the past resided on social

media platforms such as Face-
book or Truth Social. These
influencers often tried to give
people advice to improve their
life, or in Twitter and Truth
Social’s case, spurred toxicity
in the community. Contrary to
the influencers of the past, Tik-
Tokers are often categorized as
“having no skill,” or not being
“haha funny people,” or even
“posting among us in the Dis-
cord venting channel” These
stereotypes have risen as peo-
ple have blown up for nothing
other than doing a funny little
dance in front of the camera.
There are a few subcultures on
the TikTok such as the danc-
ers, the cooks, eGirls, and my
personal favorite, eBoys. These
show the progression of our
society over the past few years.

After watching these folks
do their thing on camera, I
decided to try to unmask the

people behind the camera. To
figure out what TikTokers re-
ally are like off the Tok (epic
haha funny slang moment); we
reached out to 100 TikTokers
to ask them some important
questions, like, “If you had 10
apples, how many cherry toma-
toes would you end up with?”
The responses that I got were
surprising, both in the num-
ber I got and in their interest-
ing takes. Often TikTokers are
seen as having massive egos,
this is true in some cases, but
some TikTokers have decided
to rise above the rest and reply
to my plebeian DM’s (yes I did
slide into their DM’s). The re-
sponses I got were interesting
to say the least. For example,
Esperborzoi, a TikToker with
over 1.6 million followers on
the platform, thinks that astro-
naut suits are made of cheese,
which is a good answer and

one that I totally agree with.
If you have seen the Wallace
and Gromit episode A Grand
Day Out, you would know that
the moon is in fact made out
of cheese. Not all takes were
good, though, for example
Kyle Young (1.8 million fol-
lowers) is someone who claims
to eat food the wrong way,
when in fact eating pizza crust
first is the right way, and had
one of the most garbage takes
I've ever heard: that Obama is
the last name and that Barack
is the first name. Like, what!?
Those were the best and
the worst of the responses,
but I reached out to 100 peo-
ple, surely I had to have got-
ten more than two responses.
And I did! T got FOUR. Here
are some of the other high-
lights that we got. ItsItch (1.9
million followers) talked about
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Read Brave shares new book

Darius the Great Is Not Okay discusses mental health and more

Anya Robertson
Staff Writer

This year’s main Read Brave
book is Darius the Great Is Not
Okay by Adib Khorram. It has
received very high praise from
librarians across the district as
well as from students at OWL.

Free copies were recently
handed out to high schoolers
and some middle schoolers,
and those who read it have a
range of reviews, from mildly
disappointed to absolutely fall-
ing in love.

Read Brave is a citywide
reading initiative that picks
a theme that connects to five
books and their authors. 2022’
theme was community care,
2023’s is mental health.

Darius the Great Is Not
Okay centers around teenage
boy Darius Kellner, who had
Persian heritage, and follows
his trip to Iran. It is a realistic
fiction book. It speaks on be-

longing, cultural barriers and
the complexity of relation-
ships. This story has good in-
ternal dialogue through a first
person perspective. Darius

I have read this book many
times. I always really enjoy
this book. I was really excit-
ed when Caryl told me it was
a Read Brave book because I
would get my own copy. This
book covers a lot of important
topics such as family pressure,
insecurities, mental illness,
jealousy, friendship and much
more.

This was a good choice for
Read Brave because it’s a very
honest book that talks about
so many important things
that aren’t always featured in
books. It doesn’t sugarcoat
Darius’s life or thoughts. I
could understand Darius, his
thought process and emotions.
I would definitely recommend
this, especially since a lot of
people have their own copy.

Ninth grader Kate Houle
also liked the book. “It was
also a little hard for me to get
into this book, but by the third
chapter I was hooked. Both
the story and main charac-
ter feel very real and at least
semi-relatable to many high
schoolers’ experiences. Darius
struggles with a lot of things,
some I could relate to, and
some I couldn’t, which makes
his story perfect for a Read
Brave book. Personally, the
thing that made me love his
character the most was the fact
that even though hes going
through so much emotional
turmoil, he still has a lot of love
for Star Trek, tea, his younger
sister, and the friend he meets
in Iran,” she said.

I think Darius the Great Is
Not Okay is definitely worth
reading, especially for people
looking for a story that feels
grounded in the real world,
and T’ll be looking forward to

Adib Khorram’s visit in March.
So, all in all, a great book that
we both recommend.

Although it starts off a little
slow, Darius the Great Is Not
Okay deserves the hype it’s get-
ting, and Read Brave has cho-
sen a great book for this year’s
selection.

Rylan Merwin also con-
tributed to this story.

ADIB
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Love and belonging

Moss Windingstad

Existential
ponderings

A discussion of the meaning of
life with a historical emphasis

Wyatt Hanson
Staff Writer

What is the meaning of life?
A question that many have
pondered and some believe
they have discovered. This
question has created works of
fiction, art and religion. But
what is the meaning of life?
To you, to me, what does this
question even mean? Let’s es-
tablish a rule for this question.
The question of the meaning
of life is not life itself but the
existence of anything and ev-
erything.

One other important thing
to establish is Masolw’s hier-
archy of needs. Now the first
three layers - physiological,
safety and love are simple to
understand, but once we hit
esteem it gets a little harder to
understand. Esteem is respect
and confidence, cognitive is
creativity, foresight, curiosity,
and meaning, ascetic is find-
ing the beauty in life, self-ac-
tualization is the realization of
one’s true potential and tran-
scendence is knowing your
place in the beyond and in the
world. We are dealing with a
transcendent question here.

What is life? Life (to my
definition) is anything that can
manipulate the world around
it to achieve a goal. This brings
up some interesting questions,
such as how to “achieve a goal”
How can we tell if something
has a goal or not, but this is
intentional as that is the de-
termining factor, it is up to re-
searchers and even your own
personal beliefs to determine
if something acts with a goal
or purpose.

Humans are strange beings
in comparison to other forms
of life we have discovered.
We managed to surpass our
animal minds and evolved to
think differently. We figured
out how to make tools and
manipulate the world around
us. As we developed we began
to create our own habitats and
fulfill our physiological needs.
As time continued we began
to fulfill our safety, love needs,
and discover esteem needs.
After this we finally discovered
our aesthetic and self-actual-

ization needs.

Now we are trying to figure
out transcendence, as we learn
more about the universe itself
it challenges our transcendent
beliefs. As humans, we attempt
to discover our place in the
universe as we juggle all other
needs in the process.

Some people try to quell
that need by embracing hedo-
nism, while others seek thrills
through life-threatening expe-
riences. In both examples they
abuse one of their biological
functions to try and overtake
their trancentant need. This
abuse of biology can often
leave people depressed and de-
pendent, as they have strayed
so far from some of their
non-physiology needs they are
living off of highs.

Humans try to make things
fair and to do this, currency
was developed in all societies
at a certain point. Many people
take this as a calling and try to
use currency as a sense of be-
longing. If on€’s purpose is to
obtain wealth then the goal is
clear. One’s place in the uni-
verse will be discovered once
one’s safe in their wealth, in
this way they abuse their safety
needs.

As time progresses we often
find ourselves without a pur-
pose and if one acts without
any purpose, are they alive? In
the modern day people con-
stantly abuse their safety and
physiological needs to get by,
missing the point in it all.

We often forget that we
are a miracle, the existence of
consciousness is incredible. It
is not stated anywhere in the
laws of the universe that you
deserve existence, or that any-
thing should exist at all.

The simple fact that you are
something is the difference be-
tween something and nothing,
which are infinitely different.
The fact is we are, and what
that entails does not really
matter for the meaning of life,
it’s what we make it. Purpose is
what we make it as anything is
possible. If you exist you have
reached the point of true free-
dom, for life is what you make
it.




Puss 1n Boots 1s a must see

One of the best movies of the year along with new Avatar sequel

Elizabeth Hallanger

Staff Writer
This winter, two very suc-
cessful movies came out.

One was a beautiful and
long-awaited sequel, taking
the viewer on a trip through a
fantastical world with a heart-
warming cast, beautiful visuals
and animation, and a poignant
message. The other was Ava-
tar: The Way of Water.

Okay, jokes and mild roasts
aside, when I chose to go see
Puss in Boots: The Last Wish
instead of ATWOW, I ini-
tially had a few regrets, even
though admittedly the only
emotional connection to the
world of Pandora that I had
was thinking that its Disney
World equivalent and adjacent
restaurant had some pretty
good crispy tofu. However, ’'m
ultimately so glad that I chose
to watch Puss in Boots, be-
cause I'd say this film is one of
Dreamworks’ best.

The plot follows the titular
Puss in Boots, who, through-
out his adventures, has reck-
lessly lost eight of his nine
lives, and is advised to aban-
don his life as a legendary
hero, lest he lose his last life.
He’s initially determined to
finally settle down and live as
a normal cat, until he hears of
a magical wishing star which
could seemingly grant him his
lives back. From then on, Puss
in Boots, along with his pre-
vious partner, Kitty Softpaws,
and a hyperactive, yet lovable

therapy dog, Perrito race to
find the star, all while being
pursued by the antagonistic
Big Jack Horner, the slightly
dysfunctional crime family
of Goldilocks and the three
bears, and death itself.

Puss himself is a wonder-
fully charismatic main charac-
ter as always, and I really loved
his character arc of learning to
value his friends over his lives
and the fame and fortune that
his legend brought him. Kit-
ty has a simple, yet sweet arc
about learning to trust Puss
again, and the two have some
great chemistry. I also quite
literally had to physically sup-
press my “awwws” in the the-
ater at some of their scenes be-
cause youd better believe this
movie had me fully invested
in the relationship of two fic-
tional cats. Perrito was a char-
acter that I initially had doubts
about, as I figured that hed fall
into the “hyperactive comic
relief character who ultimate-
ly proves to be more annoying
than anything” trope. How-
ever, luckily he turns out to
be incredibly endearing, and
is actually one of my favorite

characters from this film, in-
jecting positivity, humor and a
surprising amount of wisdom
into many of his scenes.

If there’s one thing Dream-
works does well, its villains,
and this film is no exception,
with three factions that bring
humor and tension, while also
managing to tug at your heart-
strings, too. The three bears
made for some very funny,
yet heartfelt antagonists, and
Goldilocks’ mini-arc about
learning to value the bears and
family she already has had my
found-family-trope-loving
self clutching my heart like a
grandma watching videos of
kittens.

Jack Horner was hilarious
in the fact that he’s just comi-
cally evil and irredeemable to
an over-the-top degree, John
Mulaney absolutely kills it
in his role. Also, I would be
remiss if I didn’t talk about
Death. From his menacing di-
alogue and design to his omi-
nous whistle, he’s a truly terri-
tying presence and a fantastic
and thematic primary villain
for Puss to face off against. All
and all, those Tik Tok edits

weren't lying, he does go in-
credibly hard.

Plus, the art direction in
this movie is gorgeous. The
whole thing has a very unique,
painting-esque style to it, with
visible brushstrokes on the
character models, and fur and
whisker textures that seem to
have almost been made with
a paintbrush. It all reminded
me very much of a storybook,
which is also very in-line
with the characters and world
around them. The animation
in some of the scenes, espe-
cially the fights, is also incredi-
ble. It’s fast-paced and smooth,
while also taking on a resem-
blance to traditional frame-
by-frame animation, creating
a unique style that’s very rem-
iniscent of films like Into The
Spider Verse, and is just plain
fun to watch.

Opverall, Puss in Boots and
The Last Wish was a won-
derfully solid film with great
characters and character arcs,
a simple, yet enjoyable plot,
and beautiful visuals. A sol-
id 10/10, plus this film had a
shrek cameo, which would au-
tomatically award it a 10/10 in
my eyes, even without every-
thing else.

If youre looking for a great
animated film and/or were
like me and understandably
in need of confirmation that
there’s still hope for the anima-
tion genre after having to bear
witness to an episode of the
new Velma reboot, then you
should check this film out.

Top five bingeable TV shows

The best teen dramas to stream on Netflix in the coming months

Remy Short
Staff Writer

If youre a teenager like
me, you probably enjoy video
games, shopping, and binge-
able Netflix teen dramas.

Netflix has a vast collection
of shows like this. I will be go-
ing over some of my favorite
teen dramas and providing
a spoiler-free summary and
analysis of each one, from low-
est to highest. Here is my top
five.

Number five: Heartstop-
per. This romance follows
high school student Charlie
Spring, one of the few out-
casts in Truham. Charlie and
his small friend group live the
average realistic high school
life, laying low while trying to
avoid people to “survive” high
school. When he gets seated by
a kid a year above named Nick
Nelson, things start to change.
Charlie and Nick get along
well, and before he knows it
Charlie has a crush on Nick.
Charlie must balance his rela-
tionship with his friends, along
with Nick, while navigating his
feelings.

I thought this show was a
really interesting romance, and
I loved the diverse LGBTQ+
representation that the show
portrayed. If you like high
school romance, LGBTQ+
representation, and drama,
this is a show for you.

Number four: Strang-
er Things. Stranger Things
is about a group of kids who
live in Hawkins, a small town

in Indiana. They start to ex-
perience paranormal perils,
and begin to question their
own town, as well as their own
friends. Throughout the show,
the group must uncover the
secrets of the place they call
home, and learn to defend
themselves from the dangers
beneath.

My thoughts on this show
were that the show’s casting
and storyline were extraor-
dinary. The actors are very
talented, and played their re-
spective roles phenomenally,
especially Millie Bobby Brown
as the character of Eleven. I
think this series would be most
enjoyed by those who watch
thrillers and horror media,
and the show is very bingeable.

Number three: Wednes-
day. Wednesday is about a
teenager named Wednesday
Addams, when she gets sent
to a boarding school called
Nevermore, where she obtains
quite the reputation. The town
the boarding school is in, Jeri-
cho, has labeled the attendees
for years as outcasts and for
people to be weary of.

Meanwhile, Wednesday ar-
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Netflix has released multiple new shows this year.

rives at the school and meets
her roommate Enid Sinclair.
As Wednesday slowly comes
out of her shell throughout
the series of episodes, she also
attempts to discover secrets,
while creating a legacy of her
own avoiding the footsteps of
her mother.

If T were to describe this
show with one word, I would
call it mysterious. There are
multiple mysteries Wednes-
day is trying to discover at the
same time, and all of which are
quite interesting. Wednesday
also features very lovable char-
acters, and the casting is phe-
nomenal, featuring iconic ce-
lebrities such as Jenna Ortega,
Christina Ricci (who played
Wednesday in the ‘91 movie),
Catherine Zeta Jones, as well
as many more upcoming stars.

Number two: Never Have
I Ever. Never Have I Ever is
about a sixteen year old girl
named Devi Vishwakumar,
who has experienced intense
physical and mental obstacles
throughout her life. Devi has
recently recovered from her
legs being severely paralyzed,
to the point where she had to
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be pushed around in a wheel-
chair. This was a result of her
witnessing her father’s death of
a heart attack at her orchestral
recital, and she has had to at-
tend regular therapy appoint-
ments as a result.

This year Devi wants to re-
gain her life, and to be known
as Devi, and not the girl who
gets pushed around in a wheel-
chair. Devi and her friends
try to live most of their high
school lives before they grad-
uate, and all experience things
like friend drama, crushes,
education, and mental health
struggles. The series also fea-
tures LGBTQ+ representation,
portrays struggles with mental
health, and traumatic events.

I decided to place this se-
ries at number two because I
really enjoyed the unique sto-
ryline. I haven’t really seen any
show very similar to this one,
and when I first discovered it,
I wasn’t sure about it. On the
surface, it seems like an aver-
age love story cliche, but the
reality is when you get more
into the show, the more the
plot shines. You can't forget
about the lovable characters
either. I personally really enjoy
those shows where you choose
your favorite characters, and
this one has a lot of choices.

Number one: Ginny and
Georgia. This show recently
released a second season on
January 5th, which did not
disappoint.

Ginny and Georgia fea-
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The movie stars Sophia Anne and Sofia Wylie.

Good and evil

on the screen
The school for Good and Evil is

Netflix’s latest book adaptation

Kmwee Hser and Wahwah
Say
Staff Writers

Up in the sky theres two
schools. One that resembles
a palace covered with flow-
ers and pixies and the other
is old, dirty, and filled with
scary creatures. The School for
Good teaches you how to be
prince and princess-like, while
the School for Evil teaches you
how to be a villain. Now imag-
ine you are placed into one
based on if youre good or evil.
Which one would you choose?

The movie “The School
for Good and Evil” was based
on the popular novel of the
same name, written by Soman
Chainani. The main actors are
Sophia Anne and Sofia Wy-
lie. Sophia Anne played the
character Sophie, and is best
known for her role as Lydia
in the hit broadway musical,
Beetlejuice. Sofia Wylie played
Agatha and is known for star-
ring in High School Musical:
The Musical: The Series. The
movie also featured famous
actors such as: Charlize Ther-
on, Kerry Washington, Cate
Blanchett, Patti LuPone and
Michelle Yeoh. The casting
was really good and the actors
matched their roles really well.

The movie is about two best
friends, Sophie and Agatha,
who are from a little town
called Gavaldon. Sophie dis-
liked this town and wanted
to leave but Agatha wanted to
stay. One night, Sophie decid-
ed she was going to run away so
she ran into the woods. Agatha
went looking for her and fol-
lowed her into the woods. This
is when they are snatched by a
bird and sent to the School for
Good and Evil. The schools are
cut into two schools, one for
good and one for evil. Sophie

assumed that she would be
placed in the School for Good
and Agatha thought she would
be placed in the School for Evil
but to their surprise, they were
placed in the opposite schools.

Sophie complains to the
headmaster of the School for
Good saying that they were
put in the wrong schools but
he told her this was no mis-
take. The headmaster tells her
in order to switch schools she
needs to have a true love’s kiss
with someone from the School
for Good to prove she isn't
evil. Sophie decides to go after
a prince but when she learns
that he likes Agatha instead,
Sophie proves she might not
have been placed in the wrong
school after all.

The visuals of the movie
were really aesthetically pleas-
ing; the magic, dragons, and
pixies made it look like some-
thing straight out of a fairytale
Another thing that made the
movie look good was the scen-
ery. The set was very cool and
the characters’ outfits looked
amazing. The special effects
didn’t look fake and were one
of the best parts of the movie.

“The School for Good and
Evil” is worth watching be-
cause the visuals were great
and the characters were en-
tertaining. Our only critique
is that the plot wasn’'t the most
surprising. It was easy to pre-
dict what was going to hap-
pen next. Some of the scenes
in general were just cringe
and the acting seemed forced.
Other than that, the movie was
engaging. If you’re into fanta-
sy movies or if you read the
book and want to see it come
to life, it's good enough to give
it a watch. Overall we rate this
movie a 7/10.

Brazil, 5

with felons and alligators...
yep, Florida. After never fully
conceding the election or out-
right saying that his support-
ers should stop the protests
and riots, he said things like,
“If youre upset, put yourself
in my place. I gave my life to
this country;” and, “We lost a
battle, but we will not lose the
war. The world does not end
on January 1” (On the same
January 1 he used Brazil’s mil-
itary plane to fly to Orlando.)

No matter how tense it
gets with Bolsonaro and Lula,

Brazilians are still hopeful for
what Lula can achieve in this
new term, “I think it will be
a positive term and I believe
that the biggest change is that
his government will be taking
Brazil off the hunger map, as
he did in 2006, said Silva. I
think that's the perfect note
to end on and keep in mind
that “he’s not perfect and he’s
not the best, but he’s what
is needed in this moment”




Netflix, 8

tures multiple storylines with
different characters, including
Georgia Miller’s dark past,
who has arrived to a small
town called Wellsbury with
her sixteen year old teenage
daughter, and nine year old
son. She longs for a new life,
to start over after moving from
state to state when things get
difficult. Before long she starts
working in Mayor Randolph’s
office, and she falls for him.
Throughout the show we get to

see more about Georgia’s past,
her romances, and struggles in
life.

Meanwhile, Ginny expe-
riences difficulty adjusting to
her new home, and struggles
with mental health; your aver-
age teen drama throughout the
series. Fortunately, she quickly
finds friends with a group of
girls, one of which is Maxine
Baker. Max is the first to ap-
proach Ginny, and they hit it
oft. Before she knows it, Gin-
ny is now a part of her friends’
group, which is called MANG,

each letter standing for each of
the girls’ names. But of course
this contains teen romance,
which each of them have to
navigate.

I decided to place this show
as number one because there
is so much to watch unfold.
It's very unique and contains
very interesting characters and
storylines, and interesting ro-
mance. It’s really interesting
to see different perspectives
between characters, and learn
more about Georgias past
and Ginny’s life. I would rec-

ommend this show to anyone
who is interested in thrillers,
romances, and mysteries.

And with Ginny and Geor-
gia taking first place, my list
is over. I hope you found this
interesting, and check out the
Netflix shows I've mentioned.
I really enjoyed these, and I
think you will as well.

Everything, 6

ple about their finances with
a stern voice, while Waymond
tries to explain to her what
is going on. Evelyn reads the
piece of paper from the other
Waymond, follows the instruc-
tions, and successfully enters
the multiverse.

Evelyn arrives at an alter-
nate dimension, in the same
building. There, the alternate
dimension version of Way-
mond tells her about a mys-
terious villain called Jobu
Tupaki, who is threatening to
destroy the entire multiverse.
Suddenly, someone breaks
through the door, and an in-
tense action sequence unfolds.
What happens next? I bet you
want to know. Who is Jobu
Tupaki? What can Evelyn do

to save the multiverse? Does
she even want to? All of these
questions will be answered,
and more. The movie only gets
better from here.

Not only are the plot and
characters incredibly — well
written and developed, but the
action scenes, fast pacing, cin-
ematography and soundtrack
create a unique tone to the film
that sets it apart from your av-
erage action movie. The film
was made with a somewhat
lower budget than most mov-
ies, with only $25 million
spent (which still sounds like
a lot of money). The themes of
the film, however, is what re-
ally brings it to life. It explores
existentialism versus nihilism,
optimism versus pessimism,
family conflict, overwhelming

fear, perseverance and love.
Everything Everywhere All
At Once is intense, hysterical,
thought-provoking and just an
overall beautiful work of art. I
highly recommend this movie
to any high schooler, although
since it is rated R for violence,
swearing and inappropriate
scenes, and I am obligated to
say that middle schoolers are
not allowed to watch it. How-
ever, I know that this review is
so convincing that you won't
be able to stop yourself from
watching this amazing movie.
The world is also beginning
to think that Everything Ev-
erywhere All At Once could
be the best movie of 2022. It
has been nominated for 10
Oscars, including Best Picture,
Best Original Screenplay, Best

Original Score and Best Film
Editing. Michelle Yeoh has
been nominated for Best Ac-
tress and Ke Huy Kwan was
nominated for Best Support-
ing Actor. Stephanie Hsu and
Jamie Lee Curtis were both
nominated for Best Support-
ing Actress.

I assure you, watching this
movie is an experience like no
other. It very well could be the
best movie of all time, but I
would have to watch all of the
other movies in the world to
be sure. I'm hoping this movie
sweeps the Oscars, because the
actors, writers and directors
deserve it. It looks like there
will be an Everything Every-
where All At Once sweep in-
stead of a Morbius sweep. Sor-
ry Morbius fans.

90’s Show, 6

1995. We see Eric and his par-
ents have the same dynamic as
they did when Eric was a teen.
Red, the hard-ass dad, and Kit-
ty, the over-affectionate mom
play into these roles as grand-
parents to Leia as well.

Leia, who has a hard time
fitting in back home, soon
meets Gwen, the cool next-
door neighbor. Gwen intro-
duces Leia to her older brother
Nate, his brainy girlfriend Nik-
ki, their realist friend Ozzie,
and charming Jay (played
Dicky in the Nickelodeon
show “Nicky, Ricky, Dicky, and
Dawn”) who takes a liking to
Leia. After spending the day
with Gwen and her friends,
Leia feels like she belongs for
the first time and doesn’t want
to leave when the weekend is
over. Gwen convinces Leia to
tell her parents that she wants
to stay in Point Place for the
summer with her grandpar-
ents. While Eric is not super
happy with this idea because
he is very protective of his

daughter, Donna reminds Eric
of the amazing memories they
made with their old friends in
this house and eventually they
let her stay.

Eric tells Leia to invite her
friends to hang out in their
basement as much as possible
to annoy his teenager-hating
dad. In That 70’s Show, Eric
and his friends were always
causing trouble and it made
Eric’s dad Red furious. After
years of peace and quiet, the
thought of a teenager-riddled
house again makes Red infu-
riated. His wife Kitty on the
other hand, is ecstatic at the
idea of having kids around the
house again. She then opens
up to Red about how she has
been feeling quite sad because
of the quietness in hopes that
he will change his mind. Ul-
timately, Red’s love for Kitty
allows him to come around.
With everyone on board, Leia
is in for the summer of friend-
ship, adventure, and romance
that she’s always dreamt of, all
while knowing it will have to
come to an end when the sum-

mer is over.

If you were planning on
viewing only for the cameos,
be warned that they are brief.
Ashton Kutcher and Mila Ku-
nis have the shortest cameo
as their characters Kelso and
Jackie. It is revealed that they
are getting remarried for the
second time, insinuating the
trope of their relationship on
That 70’s Show where they are
always off and on. This is all we
see of Kelso and Jackie but we
also get a glimpse of Wilmer
Valderrama’s character, Fez,
all grown up. He is a success-
ful hairstylist and also dating
Gwen and Nate’s mom Sherri,
who is a recurring character.
Other notable cameos include
Don Stark as Donna’s father
(now known as Leia’s Grandpa
Bob) and Tommy Chong as his
character, Leo, the local hippie.

This is a great reboot in my
opinion. While it’s nearly im-
possible to live up to the orig-
inal, this TV show still does a
great job capturing the humor
and edge that we loved about
That 70s Show. With this in

mind, I also recognize that its
entire worth doesn’'t have to be
based on if it’s as good as the
original. This is an unfair stan-
dard and while that might have
been their goal in creating the
show, I still think we should
try to judge it plainly as That
90s Show and nothing more.
The characters were likable
and even though most of them
were a little cliché, the young
actors gave good performanc-
es and they really grew on me
by the end of the show.
Overall I really enjoyed my
time watching the first season
of this show. While they do
make many references to the
original, I wouldn’t say you
have to watch That 70’s Show
in order to enjoy it but, like
any reboot, it’s probably gonna
be more enjoyable if you have.
I would like to see more of the
That 90’s Show gang so wheth-
er you're a fan of the original or
looking for a feel-good laugh,
you should give it a try because
it deserves a second season to
prove itself as more than the
“That 70s Show Reboot.”

Thunders, 7

on guitar, and a horn section.

From 1988 until his death
in spring of 1991, Thunders
performed in the band The
Oddballs, with Jamie Heath on
saxophone, Alison Gordy on
vocals, Chris Musto on drums,
Stevie Klasson on guitar, and
Jill Wisoff on bass. From April-
May 1990, Thunders per-
formed an acoustic tour of the
UK and Ireland, occasionally
joined by John Connor, Sam
Steiger, and Peter O’Kennedy
of The Golden Horde, who
Thunders previously played
with in 1984.

In Thunders' 1978 song
“You Can’t Put Your Arms
Round a Memory” he sings
about the lament of a man who
is haunted by the loss of some-
body/something. In Thunders’
case, that loss was heroin. “..It
doesn’t pay to try, all the smart

boys know why, it doesn't
mean I didn’t try, I just never
know why. Feel so cold and all
alone, cause baby, youre not at
home. And when I'm home,
big deal I'm still alone..”
Thunders sings. The song has a
powerful message about lone-
liness and the fear of absence,
whatever the absence may be.
“I used to think I had to take
drugs to be happy and to play.
I was so wrong,” Thunders said
in an interview with the Los
Angeles Times in 1989.

Thunders struggled with
drug addiction for the major-
ity of his professional career.
He was on the road to recovery
and he enrolled in the metha-
done treatment program in the
early 1980s. Thunders later be-
came addicted to methadone,
a synthetic opiate, leading up
to his death.

Thunders’ final recording
was a version of his song “Born

To Lose” with German punk
rock band Die Toten Hosen,
recorded 36 hours before his
death.

On April 23, 1991, Thun-
ders was found dead on the
floor of his hotel room at the
St. Peter Guest House in the
French quarter of New Or-
leans. Thunders death was
said to be under mysterious
circumstances. Thunders ap-
parently died of drug related
causes, but it was rumored that
his death was the result of foul
play.

There was conflicting in-
formation about the coroner’s
report. According to the cor-
oner’s office in New Orleans,
tests found that there was a
substantial amount of cocaine
and methadone in Thunders’
system. Other sources state
that an autopsy was performed
by the New Orleans coroner
and the amount of drugs in his

system were not fatal. The au-
topsy also revealed Thunders
was suffering from advanced
leukemia which explained his
decline in health in the years
before his death.

I decided to write about
Johnny Thunders because I've
always liked his music and I
sort of relate to him in a way.
He is also one of the reasons
I started playing bass. I've al-
ways liked his style. Johnny
Thunders and the New York
Dolls will live on in music his-
tory as influences of the punk
rock genre that began in the
mid 1970s. Thunders and the
New York Dolls have gone on
to influence musicians such as
the Sex Pistols, Guns N’ Roses,
Debbie Harry of Blondie, The
Ramones, KISS, Johnny Marr
of The Smiths, The Damned,
and many more.

TikTok, 7

how he succeeded due to his
“funny humor” I can relate to
this as I'm often referred to as
the “epic xD haha funny man.”
Thevibewithky (860k follow-
ers) knew where the sky was,
which impressed me deeply
as this is one of life’s questions
that I have not yet answered,
the other ones are “what is the
meaning of life?” and “what is
it like to blow up a potato in
the microwave?” Please reach
out to me if you find out the
answers to these ever import-
ant questions.

After searching the internet
I noticed that TikTokers were
at OWL and decided to check
up on their opinion. OWL is
a school dominated by ardent
fans of TikTokers, like Marshall
Wasmund, who has well over
2,000 hours collectively on the
TikTok app. With the popular-
ity of TikTokers in OWL also
comes some wannabes. An ex-
ample of this is fanatic Wyatt
Kessler, who created a TikTok
account because of his love for
Kylie Jenner “When I started
my TikTok, I was a huge fan of
Kylie (Jenner), because of her I
started making content. I blew
up in 2021, (but) sadly I was
banned due to my content be-
ing too good” With the popu-

larity also comes doubt. Aanen
Kulseth, a local TikTok hater,
who despite adamantly refus-
ing to use TikTok, still knows
many TikTokers, showing the
reach of the platform. Aanen
shows his knowledge as he
grudgingly admits, “Addison
Rae is a taxpayer, that is on the
TikTok platform?

When we see all of this in-
formation put in front of us,
we can take away the conclu-
sion that some TikTokers are
smart, while others are not
quite. I really enjoyed read-
ing these responses and they
left me with some hope in the
world, the hope that humani-
ty won't crash and burn in the
near future. Despite having
millions of followers on var-
ious social media platforms,
TikTokers are sometimes out-
shined in their responses by
the people that reside in this
school, and they often give
responses that are equal if not
better than the responses giv-
en by the “professionals” In
all seriousness though, thank
you so much to all of the Tik-
Tokers that responded to me,
and I would appreciate it if
you all went out and followed
them for being decent human
beings, yes, even the guy who
thinks that Obama’s last name
is Obama smbh.

ChatGPT, 5

language models is advancing
rapidly, it is important to en-
sure that they are used in a re-
sponsible and ethical manner.

What’s most significant
about ChatGPT is the fact
that an Al system as advanced
as this has never been able to
operate at this capacity be-
fore. OWL students who have
taken English teacher Leo
Bickelhaupt’s journalism class
may recall an assessment in
which they had to write a fea-
ture article about the “Math-
motron,” a fictional machine
that would do students’ math
homework for them. Empha-
sis on fictional. Touching on
this, Leo called ChatGPT “an
English Mathmotron,” say-
ing, “I've been thinking about
how I'll need to change my
assignments around to adjust
to this. There’s already tons of
plagiarism on the internet”

The big question is up in the

air right now - just how much
will ChatGPT affect writing
in general, and how much of
a game-changer will it be?
Many are already gearing up
for the possibility of it having
a huge impact on the future,
notably Microsoft plans to in-
vest billions for a partnership
with OpenAl. There is, how-
ever, also the possibility that
the opposite may be the case,
as Jack pointed out. “I think it
will not be a big issue for the
foreseeable future. It’s exciting
for people right now, but it’s
not gonna be able to write ev-
eryone’s dream essay, he said.

As of now, ChatGPT is
available to use for free with
an OpenAl account, and the
concerns over its alarming
accuracy are still present. To
(hopefully) prove how con-
vincing it is, one of the para-
graphs of this article was writ-
ten entirely by ChatGPT. Can
you figure out which one?

ALEC, 6

islature members swear to put
what ALEC wants first in state
legislatures, which ALEC de-
nied. It also showed that ALEC
set up a separate organization
to handle donations, because
as of now they are classified as
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation and as such, they would
not be able to receive those
types of donations. If they lose
their 501(c) status by receiv-
ing those types of donations
or by advocating specifically
for certain causes instead of
simply providing model legis-
lation, they would be classified
as a lobbying group (an out-
side group that advocates for
or against within the govern-
ment), would have to reveal
their donors, and would no
longer be tax exempt.

ALEC’s influence is still
significant. Just on December
23, 2022, its Criminal Justice
Task Force finalized a resolu-
tion that opposes measures to
defund the police, and issues

a call to support police de-
partments more so they can
deal with mental health crises,
something they are not strictly
qualified for. This resolution
will probably be signed by
hundreds of state legislators
across the country. ALEC also
created model legislation in
November 2022 that would
forbid companies from doing
“political boycotts,” which are
boycotts of companies for en-
vironmental or political con-
cerns. This model legislation
could be adopted word for
word by state legislatures.

ALEC isn't a thing of the
past. If it were, it would allow
the press into their confer-
ences. They wouldnt try to
dodge being classified as a lob-
bying group. It would disclose
which legislators went to their
conferences. ALEC fights for
dangerous policies that have
real effects on the American
people, and tries to drown out
their voices.




Monthly Scary Story: The Hateful Pendant
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[February 9, 2026 Julia Vel
éz- Unidentified Object Found
at 14:38, Eastern European
Standard Time]

It's my first day on the job
out on the dig site in Egypt.
The site is a little south of
Dishna, a town bordering the
Nile. I was flown out from
the North Macedonia-Greece
border, where I had been
working previously. I don't
know why I've been called
out, since 'm not very familiar
with Egyptology, but Atlas, my
boss, hasn’t told me, or anyone,
anything.

The site has been in
operation for about two weeks
now, after alocal discovered an
old house with weird symbols
on it.

Different specialists
have  identified  Egyptian
Hieroglyphs, Ancient Hebrew,
Old Greek, Old Arabic, and
Latin. These languages were
found on the same buildings,
but not the same blocks. The
words were always on different
blocks.

This morning, one of our
diggers found a large stone
block under the sand. It is a
rough square-shape, about a
meter on both sides. Our guys
cleared off the sides the best
they could, but we couldnt
find the bottom. Our dig team
didn’t get to the bottom before
we had to clock out.

I was called over since there
was a lot of Old Greek on it,
and that’s what I specialize in. I
didn’t get to translate it, but I'll
work on that tomorrow.

My boss assigned me to this
specific block, or more likely
pillar, until, “you’ve learned all
you can”

I'll get back to it in the
morning.

[February 10, 2026 Julia
Veléz- Update on Object, now
designated Pillar of Eros]

Before I started working,
our team got to the bottom, or
what we think is the bottom.
The pillar in its entirety is
about five meters in height,
which is strange considering
the sand shouldnt be more
than three meters deep in this
area.

A Dbig stone platform is
under it, but we cant go
any farther to see where the
platform ends. We don't have
enough supplies to keep the
hole as deep as it is without
depriving other teams across
the site of resources.

I brought in another
classical archeologist by the
name of Pascal Garnier, he’s an
older man brought in from his
residence in France. He was
part of the team that worked
on Linear B, the Ancient Greek
language on the pillar, so he
can read the writings easier
than most.

The writings appear to be
a repetition of a story of Eros,
one of the Greek love gods.
The story starts with Eros
firing a golden arrow at the
heart of the goddess Artemis
to make her fall in love with
the god Ares. He did this out of

spite for her being the patron
goddess of maidenhood.

But once the arrow reached
her, the arrow abruptly turned
to lead and made her hate Ares
with a passion. The story says
this is because Artemis was
given a pendant by her mother,
The Titan Leto, that would
ward off all love.

This is, of course,
paraphrased, but I thought it
would be best to write down
an account of the story.

The story is written about
16 times, all over the bottom
half of the pillar. We don't
know what the hieroglyphs
say, but we are assuming they
say the same as the Linear B.

Both Mr. Garnier and I are
stumped by the appearance
of Linear B, because there
hasn’t been any evidence of the
Greeks making it to this part
of Egypt, at least, at the time
Linear B was used.

I'll make sure the story gets
copied down onto a piece of
paper and images are taken of
the writing ASAP.

We currently just have
the pillar out in the open
air. There seems to be a sort
of rectangular seam
on the side, at about
waist height. T'll need
to remember to call
someone in to look at
that.

Additional notes:
Mr. Garnier has been
difficult to work with. He
hardly stays on task and
never stops talking about
his wife. It’s cute and all,
but he cannot stay on
topic for longer than 10
minutes before he brings
up something about his
wife. I would prefer not
to work with Mr. Garnier
after this.

[February 11, 2026
Julia Veléz- Update on
the Pillar of Eros]

Third  day. Mr
Garnier was looking over the
pillar while I was gone and
somehow opened a secret
compartment. The seam was
actually a mechanical drawer,
and once he pressed on it with
a decent amount of force, it
opened.

I heard him vyelp from
the hole, followed by a loud
grinding of stone. Once I had
run back to him, I saw him
sprawled in the sand, and the
drawer was sticking out from
the main pillar.

Inside the drawer was
a large, ruby pendant with
carvings of something I wasn’t
able to make out. Similar to
how the pendant in the story
was described

Mr. Garnier stood up and
backed away from the pillar,
and that’s when the strangest
thing  started  happening.
A strange, gray fog started
pouring from the open drawer,
and I swear I saw it coming
directly from the pendant. The
fog quickly filled the hole and
obscured Mr. Garnier from
view.

I called out to him, but I
didn't reach down for him.
The fog just seemed wrong. It
didn’t make it past the top, it
just sat at the lip of the hole.

Mr. Garnier made it out of
the hole himself, his clothes

were a bit damp from the fog,
but he looked fine.

He was oddly angry,
though, angrier than I feel
he should have been. I asked
him if he was okay, but he just
stomped past me and back to
his tent.

I reported this to our
supervisor, Dennis, and he
looked over the fog. He dipped
his hand into it, but quickly
retracted his hand like he
had been burned. The sun
was falling at this point, so I
clocked out and got ready for
sleep in my tent; that was 15
minutes ago.

Dennis came in five
minutes ago and said he
wanted a testimony of what
happened today. Hopefully
this writing is sufficient.

[February 12, 2026 Julia
Veléz- Fog]

I woke up this morning
to an unnatural darkness,
especially at 7:15 in the

morning in the middle of
Egypt. It took me a moment
to rub the sleep from my eyes
and notice that the sky wasn't

dark, but the light was being
blocked. It was a layer of that
same dense, gray mist from
the hole. I covered the entire
tent and it seemed almost like
midnight. T opened the flap of
my tent and was still met with
the same darkness.

I was sitting there for a few
minutes unsure of what to do
before my radio crackled and
started talking.

“This is Dennis Hanson.
Anyone know whats up
with that damn fog?” He
sounded irritated, which was
understandable  considering
the impact this would have on
the work day. I responded.

“This is Julia Veléz, 'm not
sure what to make of it either”

“Rats,” he said, “Let’s see
if we can wait it out, the sun
oughta burn it away soon
enough?”

I was going to respond,
but felt a stabbing pain in my
back that caused me to drop
the radio. I expected there to
be some bug on my back, but
instead I only saw a wisp of fog
dissipating in the air.

Strangely, the fog hadn’t
gone into my tent beyond the
opening flap, besides the wisp
just before. It was like the
fog was testing the waters, or
something. Like it was alive.

Now, I must have been

in a trance, or something,
because I was staring at
the fog, unsure what to do,
one moment and the next I
was practically touching it.
Beneath my fingertips the fog
swirled at the moving air and
I saw the sunlight as it parted
for a moment. The fog wasn’t
covering everything like a
cloud, it was just really dense.
I had gathered a small
amount of bravery at the sight
of the sun, and so, like the
very rational person I am, I
decided to jump through the
mist. What could be the harm?
Turns out, quite a lot of it.
Everywhere  the  mist
touched as I stepped through
it burned like lemon juice on
a cut. Once I stepped out into
the humid and hot air, the mist
just spontaneously —melted
away from the tents. Mounds
of gray fog just fell away to
reveal the nearly 20 tents of my

colleagues.
Unfortunately, the fog
remained on the ground.

Probably about up to knee
height, or halfa meter. It luckily
stopped stinging after a while,
but me and my colleagues

didn’t have much to do except
stand there in confusion.

Dennis hasn’t said anything
besides we can’t work since
this is a safety hazard, so I'm
just supposed to sit here and
wait until the fog is completely
cleared.

I'm not supposed to put
personal stuff in this journal,
only work related stuff, but I
just need to write this down
somewhere. I cant really
pinpoint the feeling, but
everything just feels wrong.
Like something’s missing.
Maybe I'm just a bit crazy from
the strange day.

[February 13, 2026 Julia
Veléz- Behavior Issues]

The day has been one of the
strangest work days I've ever
experienced. Now, I work with
people obsessed with old dead
people’s objects, so everyone
isn't going to be normal, but
a few people have just been
acting wrong.

My tent neighbor, Dave, was
just really sad this morning,
he was standing with droopy
shoulders and his eyes were
red. T tried to ask what was
wrong, but he just grumbled
and walked away.

My other colleague,
Karthika, was just mad all day.

Yelling at anyone who talked
to them, brooding as they
glared at anyone who walked
by their tent. They even yelled
at Dennis, who isn't in a good
mood either.

I guess the fog must be
dampening the mood more
than I thought.

Dennis announced just
recently that if the fog doesn’t
clear up by morning tomorrow
he’ll call in some people to
send us home.

The time is 11:43 in the
morning, so more may be
added soon.

[February 13, 2026 Julia
Veléz- Update]

I'm still as confused as I
was this morning, but I know
for certain that something
is wrong. I could excuse my
other coworkers for their
behavior because of the fog,
but this is making me nervous.

Mr. Garnier was out of his
tent for the first time since
he opened the drawer, but
he wasn’t himself. He was
red faced like he was about
to throw a punch. He was
screaming into a
satellite radio to who I
think was his wife.

I cannot  stress
this enough, but I
have never heard Mr.
Garnier say anything
that wasn’t making his
wife out to be some
goddess in human skin,
but what he just said to
his wife, I can't believe
a human would ever
even say something
like that to someone
else.

And, to make
matters worse, two of
my coworkers got into
a fight. They had to
have the fight broken
up by Dennis, who
I thought was more
likely to join them in
the brawl, and we had
them placed in tents across the
site from each other.

Only 2:36 in the afternoon,
and everything is breaking
down. I can only hope we
make it until the helicopters
get here to lift us out.

Now that I look outside,
I realize I can't see where the
fog ends. The sun should have
burnt it away hours ago, but it’s
still dense as ever.

On an even weirder note,
Im starting to think I'm
getting a little delusional
from being in this place too
long, but I could have sworn
that 'm forgetting something
important. It’s right there, just
on the tip of my tongue, but I
can't find it.

[February 13, 2026 Julia
Veléz- Update 2]

I was messing around with
my necklace this morning
when it popped open. By some
bizarre circumstance, I forgot
that it was a locket. When
I looked into it and saw the
picture inside, it felt like an
electric shock.

I had completely forgotten
about my spouse. When I
think back, it’s probably been
almost two days since I've had
a single thought about them.
Theyre usually my rock in

these situations, but somehow,
through this almost movie-like
occurrence, I've not thought of
them once.

Even worse, when I look
at the photo and try to think
of something happy, to calm
my nerves, I can only think of
their worst moments. When
they were screaming at their
dad on our wedding day,
when they broke down in the
middle of a grocery store, all
of it. I don’t even feel bad for
them, when I think about it, I
just feel disdain. Is this what's
happening to everyone else? Is
this why they’re so mad?

I dont understand how
something like this could
happen, I know I shouldn’t
feel like this, but I can make it
better.

This has to be that mist’s
fault. T haven't thought of my
spouse since it appeared and
now I hate them. Somethings
gone wrong with the world.

[February 14, 2026 Julia
Veléz- World Gone Mad]

Everything going on must
be some elaborate joke, or
maybe a science experiment
that’s being conducted without
our consent. I just can’t believe
that this is actually happening.

This morning I woke up
to screaming from outside
my tent. I didn’t know at the
time but it was Dave who had
screamed. It was probably
about 4:30, since the sun was
just barely below the horizon
when I jumped out of bed and
out of my tent.

I called out to see if the
person who had screamed was
alright, but no one answered.
My colleagues, who had also
been woken up, and I looked
around for who had yelled but
we found nothing. And that
was the problem, we found
nothing, and no one.

Dave was gone. No trace
of him, even his tent, had
been left behind. It was at
that moment I started to truly
consider that I was going
insane. We didn’t have much
to do, so we resigned ourselves
back to our tents.

We learned the hard way
how bad of a choice that was.
The hard way cost us three
more people in less than an
hour. I didn’t even know their
names until they were gone.

Marton Ezra, Claud
Engstrom, Brigid Lowe. Gone

The radio has been mostly
static for a while, but I think
the fog is just affecting us.
We've caught little snippets
of statements of national
emergency, hundreds  of
missing persons statements,
and even weather advisories
about a heavy fog. I think the
world is ending, and I'm sure
it’s the pendant’s fault.

I think that story was more
true than it let on.

To anyone reading this, if
this world survives, dont go
digging in the sands of Egypt.
Were going to gather out
shovels and try to bury the
pillar back in the sand.

This will likely be my last
entry, because the mist has
started swirling around like
crazy. I hope we last long
enough to bury the pillar.
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