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September 19, 2023 

Murray PTO Meeting 

6:00 – 7:15pm 

 

September 21, 2023 

Title 1 Annual Meeting 

Open House/Parent Curriculum Night 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 

 

September 25, 2023 

No School for Students 

 

September 27, 2023 

Picture Day 

 

October 2, 2023 

Murray PACT Meeting 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

October 12, 2023 

Family/Teacher Conferences 

4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

October 17, 2023 

Family/Teacher Conferences 

4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

October 19-20, 2023 

No School – State-wide Teacher 

Meetings 

 

October 25, 2023 

Picture Retakes 
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You have brains in your head.  You have feet in your shoes.  You can steer yourself any direction 
you choose.  Dr. Seuss 

 

We are off and running with a new school year.  It has been an amazing start for the first two 
weeks!  We were able to welcome all of our students with a Core Value assembly, some fun 
competitions and a whole lot of community building.  As always, we have an absolutely amazing 
group of young Pilots this year.  We are so excited to see what path each scholar chooses to 
take as they continue their journey through middle school and Murray.  Thank you, to all of our 
families for all of the support in helping to make the kick-off to this school year a great experience 
for our students! 
 

We are now well underway and are beginning to dig in deep with content/curriculum.  Please 
continue to monitor your student’s progress routinely and don’t hesitate to communicate with 
your teachers if you have questions.  The family-school partnership is absolutely critical when 
setting up our kids for success.  A quick reminder, please be sure to set up your weekly email 
notifications from Schoology to keep track of your student’s academic progress.  I previously sent 
this message out as a family communication on 8/29/23.  If you have questions about this 
process, please connect with one of our counselors, Ms. Engelstad or Ms. Revermann. 
 

One of the life skills Murray will be focusing on this year is helping students set academic goals 
and create plans for achieving those goals.  Much of this will take place in their foundations 
class.  This is a perfect time for families to also have these conversations with their students.  
Some possible questions you might consider are -  
-Where do you want to be at the end of the quarter with your grades? 

-What is it you want to learn about in your classes? 

-Where do you feel you are now with your classes? 

-What concrete steps can you commit to that will lead to achieving your goal? 

-What support might you need along the way? 

-How will you get that support? 

 

We look forward to partnering with you all and making it a great year for Murray.  Go Pilots! 
 
Celebrations (Staffing Update/These are our last positions): 
English Language Arts (ELA) - Please join me in welcoming Andy Willis to our 6th grade ELA 
team.  Andy is a wonderful addition to our community and will rock it down in 6th grade! 
Math - Please join me in welcoming Gabriel Gravert to our Math team.  Gabe comes to us from 
Iowa and is getting to work supporting the many levels of math that Murray offers.  Welcome, 
Gabe! 
Paraprofessional - Please join me in welcoming Sharon Sledge to our student para support 
team.  This team of individuals is vital when helping our students reach their full potential day to 
day.  We are excited to begin working with Sharon and for the work she will do to support our 
Pilots. 
Spanish - An offer has been extended and accepted by our candidate.  We are now working 
through the process with MDE to confirm all necessary licensure requirements.  The time frame 
is now dependent on MDE as to when we can complete the formal hiring.  We are checking daily 
for updates and I will continue to update families along the way. 
Technology Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA) - This staff member will mostly be 
supporting technology in the building, but will also teach a foundations class.  An offer has been 
extended and accepted by our candidate.  We are now working through the process with MDE to 
confirm all necessary licensure requirements.  The time frame is now dependent on MDE as to 
when we can complete the formal hiring.  We are checking daily for updates and I will continue to 
update families along the way. 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 
Principal, Murray Middle School 
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Hello, my name is Ryan Eggers and I am 
honored to be serving as an Assistant 
Principal here at Murray Middle School. I am 
entering my 11th year at Murray.  Before 
becoming an Assistant Principal, I spent six 
years working with our incredible Murray 
community as an 8th grade teacher.  The 
dedication and collaborative nature of our 
staff is what I find most rewarding for our 
students as we are always finding new, 
creative means to support their learning. 
 
After completing my undergraduate work at 
the University of Minnesota Duluth, I began 
teaching high school social studies at 
Brooklyn Center Secondary.  While working 
with our Data Analysis Team, I fell in love 
with numbers and pursued an additional 
licensure in mathematics to bring a new lens 
on how to approach problem solving and 
make math more culturally relevant.  In 2013, 
I joined St. Paul Public Schools as an 
Algebra 1, Geometry and AVID elective 
teacher.  Being a lifelong learner, I continued 
to improve upon my craft by receiving my 
Masters in Leadership Education and 
Administrative License from the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities. 
 
When I am away from school, I am spending 
time with my wife Nakeea and our two boys, 
Maddox and Miles. We enjoy traveling, hiking 
and scouring the cities for the best new 
cuisines.  You could say we’re “foodies” but 
we only occasionally Instagram our plates. 
 
I believe all children are unique and must 
have a stimulating educational environment 
where they can grow physically, mentally, 
emotionally, and socially.  When these needs 
are met, students are more willing to share 
their ideas, take risks and be their true, 
authentic self. 
 
I am excited for our new school year and I 
look forward to building positive relationships 
with our students, families, and Murray 
community.  Go Pilots!! 
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One child, one teacher, one book, one pen 
can change the world.  Malala Yousafzai 
 
Hello, my name is Jamin McKenzie and I 
am the proud principal here at Murray 
Middle School.  Welcome to a new school 
year, Pilots!  I am in this business because 
I love working with kids.  Seeing all of those 
smiles and all of that excitement as 
students and staff are walking in to start a 
new school year is something I look 
forward to every fall.  With a new school 
year comes all of the unknowns, the new 
discoveries, the numerous challenges, the 
endless questions and the new 
relationships.  These are all of the things 
that make working in education the best job 
in the world! 
 
I am entering my 22nd year in Saint Paul 
Public Schools and my 11th year at Murray.  
I began my career as a science teacher at 
Battle Creek Middle School and still have a 
love of everything astronomy.  My family 
consists of my wonderful wife Lisa and our 
twin children Jadon and Isabelle, who are 
16 years old and entering 11th grade.  Our 
family enjoys time at the family cabin, 
golfing together and supporting our kids in 
their sporting events.  
 
I am excited to begin a new school year as 
I continue to serve our Murray community.  
As a staff, we are very fortunate to have 
such a dedicated community and to be 
educating your young scholars.  We thank 
you for this opportunity and we look forward 
to another great year! 
 
Welcome to all and …Go Pilots! 
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Hello, my name is Michelle Bierman.  I am 
excited to be at Murray Middle School as 
an Assistant Principal.  I am excited to 
have our students and families back at 
school for the 23-24 school year! 
 
I am a proud Saint Paul resident and have 
been part of Saint Paul Schools for over 26 
years.  I started as a high school teacher 
at Highland Park Senior High School 
where I taught History of Americas, Civics, 
Asian Studies, African American History, 
and Economics.  I continued my work 
supporting social studies teachers at the 
district level, working in the teaching and 
learning department, and then racial equity 
and gender equity.  Most recently, I was 
the Assistant Principal at Open World 
Learning (OWL). 
 
I graduated from Minnesota State 
University with a BS in Social Studies, 
University of St. Thomas with my Masters 
of Teaching, and University of Minnesota 
with my Administrator’s license. When I am 
not at school, my wife and I spend time 
with our nieces and nephews, dogs, and 
ride around town on our scooters.  Think 
Vespa.  I like to travel, read, kayak, and 
teach.  I teach as an adjunct professor at 
Metropolitan State University in their Urban 
Education Program. 
 
My belief is that each student has many 
talents and gifts.  We, as adults, just need 
to get to know students, provide 
opportunities for them to be themselves, 
challenge each student academically, and 
add some fun into the mix to bring out the 
best in each student. 
 
I am proud to be a co-pilot at Murray!  
Please stop by and say hello.  I look 
forward to meeting our new families and 
students and welcoming back our current 
students and families. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Murray Middle School 
2200 Buford Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN  55108 
murray.spps.org 
651-293-8740 
School Hours:  8:30am – 3:00pm 
 
Murray Administration 
Jamin McKenzie, Principal 
Michelle Bierman, Assistant Principal 
Ryan Eggers, Assistant Principal 
 
Murray Office Staff 
Maria Flores 
Adriana Cruz-Trevino 
 
Murray Counselors 
Justine Revermann (A-L) 
Lisa Engelstad (M-Z) 
 
Murray School Nurse 
Vanessa Novak 
 
Murray Parent Liaison 
Stefanie Folkema 
 
Murray Attendance 
murrayattendance@spps.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open House 
 

Please join us on Thursday, 
September 21st from 6:00pm-8:00pm 
for our Title 1 sponsored curriculum 
review and Murray Open House 
Event. You will follow your child’s 
schedule where you will have an 
opportunity to meet the teachers, 
receive a syllabus and hear a brief 
introduction to each class. The hard 
start for this event is 6:00pm if you 
wish to follow your student’s 
schedule. All are welcome if you 
cannot make it at the scheduled start 
time. We will use the following 
schedule: 
 
5:45pm – Greet Families – Distribute 
Schedules 
6:10pm – 6:25pm – Period 1 
6:28pm – 6:38pm – Period 2 
6:41pm – 6:51pm – Period 3 
6:54pm – 7:04pm – Period 4 
7:07pm – 7:17pm – Period 5 
7:20pm – 7:30pm – Period 6 
7:33pm – 7:43pm – Period 7 
7:43pm – 8:00pm – Optional 
Technology Support with iUpdate 
and Schoology – Raffle to win prizes! 
 
This is a highly recommended event 
to help families learn about your 
child’s middle school experience, 
meet staff members and see our 
wonderful school. We look forward to 
seeing you all at our annual Open 
House Event! 

 

 
 
Registration for Flipside session 1 
will be live Monday September 
18th, here and in person in the office! 
Sorry for the delay. 
 
The Flipside afterschool program at 
Murray Middle will begin Monday 
10/9/23! 
 
Monday – Thursday:  3:00 – 5:00  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Flipside provides Murray students 
with a variety of classes that offer 
academic support as well as 
enrichment activities.  Flipside also 
provides students with an afterschool 
snack. The goal of Flipside is to 
provide our students with 
opportunities to explore and discover 
their passion in a safe, structured, 
and supportive environment. 
 
Flipside will have two sessions 
during the year, 10/9/23 – 1/25/24 
and 1/29/24 – 5/09/24.  
 
Please reach out with any questions! 
 
Abby Adegeye  
Flipside Coordinator 
651-774-3189  
abiola.adegeye@spps.org 
 

 
 
Charlotte Stevenson Guesses 
(figures out) the M&M Jar! 
 
Charlotte Stevenson, Murray Middle 
School 7th grader used a ruler to take 
various measurement of the jar full of 
M&Ms.  
 
Once Charlotte got home, she 
quickly figured out the volume of the 
jar, based on photos she had taken. 
Then she and her mom used the 
volume of a M&M to add up to 1907 
M&Ms.  
 
The actual number of M&Ms in the 
jar…1906.  
 
Way to be a problem solver 
Charlotte! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please fill out our QR Code or this 
link if you are interested in getting 
items from the Murray food pantry 
sponsored by Every Meal. 
Link: https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuT
CiZgZ9b9. We have food available at 
Murray for students to pick up at the 
end of the day on Fridays. It is in our 
Food pantry - see Google Form for 
more info. Please write down your 
name, your contact information, and 
which items you'd be interested in 
your student picking up each week. 
Students will take these items home 
in their backpacks.  
Contact Justine Reverman 
(justine.revermann@spps.org or 
651-744-7130) or Lisa Engelstad 
(lisa.engelstad@spps.org or 651-
744-2397). You can reach out to us 
to schedule an appointment to pick 
up some food items. 

 
 
 

mailto:murrayattendance@spps.org
https://forms.gle/F8zKhNYedZNVRn9P6
mailto:abiola.adegeye@spps.org
https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9
https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 
 



  

 
 


