PHILOSOPHY ENROLLMENT PROCESS

Bridges Community School is a
choice school within the Mankato
Area Public Schools district (ISD77).

of Bridges Community

School is to provide an innovative
educational choice for K-5 students and
families that promotes and nurtures lifelong
learning, readiness for a changing world,
and engaged citizenship in a safe and
supportive enviroment.

Bridges uses Core Knowledge
Curriculum and prioritizes hands-on,
project-based learning and welcomes
all students and families to its program.

Students are admitted to Bridges on a

LIFELONG lottery-based system for each grade level.

Applications are accepted throughout the
GUIDELINES year. Students are admitted if their name
Trustworthiness is drawn for an open spot at their grade

level. All other applicants will be placed on
Trut.hfulpess' a waitlist based on the order in which their
Active Listening names are drawn.

No Put-Downs

Personal Best Siblings of current Bridges students

are given enrollment priority. The school
strives to maintain a 50:50 ratio of boys
to girls whenever possible.
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LIFESKILLS

Caring ¢ Common Sense e Cooperation e Courage e Creativity e Curiosity e Effort
Flexibility e Friendship e Initiative e Integrity e Organization e Patience e Perseverance
Pride e Problem Solving e Resourcefulness e Responsibility e Sense of Humor

CURRICULUM

Bridges uses Core Knowledge
Curriculum for Science and
Social Studies. Core Knowledge
is often described as classical
and has a high level of rigor
and student engagement.

The Core Knowledge Curriculum to reinforce character-building skills or guardian.

investigates a wide variety of at school, at home, and beyond.

study areas, including ancient . . : . .

the world. Currently, Bridges uses the Community Groupsg e mglti-age groups FREQUENTLY ASKED

et izl SiEee fHk Ene Ineelpeie 2 of students and siblings who stay together throughout QUESTIONS

resources such as Everyday Math and heir ti Brid Th id .

Benchmark Reading. their tlme_: _at ridges. These groups provide various Q: Is Bridges a public school?
opportunities to interact with students in other grades, A: Yes, Bridges is a public school within

Bridges has a long tradition of using innovative
teaching techniques in the classroom and in

Bridges students, faculty, and
families learn about Lifelong
Guidelines and Lifeskills, which
are integrated in the curriculum
and practiced in every area of the

school. Common vocabulary is used

and they reflect how communities form in the broader
world. Students are encouraged to practice Lifeskills

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Each parent, student, and teacher is
responsible for their part in the education
of Bridges students. These responsibilities are

EDUCATION COMPACT

addressed in the Education Compact, reviewed
and signed at the beginning of every school year
by the student, their teacher, and one parent

Mankato Area Public Schools (ISD77).

our community. It prioritizes hands-on and by working together on service-based community Q: Is Bridges a charter school?
projeqt—based Iea_rning, as well as Beiqg There projects. A: No. Bridges Community School is subject to
ggﬁﬁgcetnccgss’sfgggfll"é:rrnn_i:asteodtﬂglcrjegllF\’;ot:gt Parents, guardians, and other family members are the same rules, regulations, and statutes that
9 : encouraged to attend all-school meetings which are apply to other public schools in District 77.
held each Friday morning. In these meetings, students : .
i i i A: No, there is no charge to
Bridges has a long tradition of meaningful Lifeskills the previous attend Bridges ¢ T
o week and encouraged ges.
parent and/or guardian involvement. There are to share their talents
many opportunities available for parents to take : Q: Are students required to
an active role in the success of the school. meet certain standards
Parents share the governance of the school to attend Bridges?
A: No, students of all

through the Site Council, under the direction
of Mankato Area Public Schools.

Bridges Advisory Committee (BAC) is an active
group of parent volunteers and teachers who
work together to provide educational resources,
social activities, volunteer support, as well as
much-needed fundraisers to support students,
teachers, and staff at the school.

PLEDGE

>0

: Is transportation available?
: Yes, bus transportation is

abilities are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

available and eligibility is
determined by the same criteria
as other schools in District 77.

I will do the right thing today. I will treat people right today. I am responsible for what I think, how I
feel, and what I say. All things are possible today. Good news is heading my way!




