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Choices and Options

trade certification

military experience

apprenticeship

college

“gap” year
far away

near home



Xello at TCCA



Xello at TCCA

usernames are all
TCCA-4300……

passwords are all
4300……



Career-Oriented Brain-Ticklers
visit O*Net produced by the U.S. Department 

of Labor, then select “Find your career at 
My Next Move”

also available at Big Future through College 
Board

visit Princeton Review’s career quiz

visit ACT’s career planner



Choosing a College
• public versus private 

• unique standards for individual schools

• transferability of credits

• Common Application, Coalition Application, and 
Common Black College Application

• funding opportunities 



The kind you pay back, 
i.e., loans:
• direct subsidized loans
• direct unsubsidized 

loans
• PLUS
• nice people who like 

you a little bit

The kind you don’t 
pay back, i.e., grants:
• tuition reductions
• federal grants like 

Pell or TEACH
• state grants like 

Bright Futures 
• private scholarships
• nice people who like 

you a lot

Tuition Aid in Cash

EFC 
FAFSA



• determined at individual colleges
• often includes community service work 

opportunities in addition to campus jobs

Tuition Aid in Work-Study



Look for this Website:



Bright Futures Basics

• FFAA ≠ FAFSA.
• Bright Futures calculates GPA differently than 

schools.
• Bright Futures is an entitlement scholarship.
• Bright Futures is based on three things: test 

scores, GPA, and volunteer hours.
• Bright Futures has three levels of funding.



Bright Futures GPA

• 4 English (3 with substantial writing)
• 4 Mathematics (Algebra I and above)
• 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
• 3 Social Science
• 2 World Language (sequential, in the same 

language) 

• calculation based on these 16 required 
credits plus 2 additional credits



Bright Futures Other Requirements

• grades weighted based on Florida state 
codes, including state college codes, as 
reported on transcripts

• 100 hours of community service or paid 
work that is recorded and submitted to
school

• standardized test scores



Bright Futures 
Florida Academic Scholars 

• pays all tuition for program of study in 
Florida’s State University System

• GPA of at least 3.5 
• ACT of 29 

SAT of 1340 
CLT of 96



Bright Futures 
Florida Medallion Scholars

• pays 75% of tuition and fees in Florida’s 
State University System

• GPA of at least 3.0
• ACT of 25 

SAT of 1210 
CLT of 84



Bright Futures 
Gold Seal Vocational Scholars

• pays up to $48 per credit hour
• GPA of at least 3.0 in required high-school 

courses
• at least 3 full credits in a single Career and 

Technical Education program
• minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA in the 

career education courses
• 30 volunteer hours 
• ACT, SAT, or PERT scores



Standardized Testing
• ACT
– four subjects: reading, math, science, and English
– four separate scores on a scale of 1 – 36
– reported score = average of the four 
– optional writing section

• SAT
– two subjects: reading & writing, and math
– two scores on a scale of 200 – 800
– reported score = two scores added together

• “super scoring” at many colleges & at BF



Next Steps
• ENCOURAGE your child to CONSIDER 

potential career paths.
• INVESTIGATE potential educational tracks.  
• TALK with your children about life after 

high school.
• VISIT a college campus, if possible.
• RECOGNIZE that decisions today are 

important but will not entirely define a life’s 
work.




