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TO: Board of Directors 
Event Dates 
1/12/24 

RE: 
DATE: 

 
 
January: 

• 1/23/23…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
February: 

• 2/13/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 2/27/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
March:  

• 3/12/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 3/26/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
April: 

• April 1-5…SPRING BREAK 
• 4/9/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 

o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 4/23/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 



Upcoming Events/Activities 
This list is suggestions of RSD and community events to attend as a Board Member. By no means is it a comprehensive list of all 
activities in the District. Future events will be added weekly. 

Saturday 3rd: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

 7:30 PM 
 Hanford High School Auditorium 

https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?act
ion=show_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=
2d7c47af4d4e4da7 

Wednesday 7th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

6 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Thursday 8th: 
• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 

Friday 9th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 

 Richland High Auditorium 
Saturday 10th: 

• Hello, Dolly! 
2 PM AND 7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
2 PM AND 7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 
 

Monday 15th: 
• NO SCHOOL – MLK Jr. Holiday 

Tuesday 16th: 
• HIV and Growth & Development 

Instructional Materials Parent Preview 
Night 
6 – 8 PM 
https://rsd400.zoom.us/j/82181585656#success 

Wednesday 17th: 
• Family Game Night 

4:30 – 6:30 PM 
Desert Sky Elementary  

Monday 22nd: 
• NO SCHOOL – SEMESTER DAY  

Thursday 25th: 
• HIV and Growth & Development 

Instructional Materials Parent Preview 
Night 
6 – 8 PM 
https://rsd400.zoom.us/j/82181585656#success 

February 
Friday 2nd: 

• Sweeney Todd - The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 

• Hello, Dolly! 
7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Saturday 3rd: 
• Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of 

Fleet Street (Rated PG-13) 
2 PM AND 7 PM 
Richland High Auditorium 
 

 
 
 

 
 

January          February 

 

Hanford + Richland High School  
Athletics Calendars 

https://hanfordathletics.com/events 
https://bomberathletics.com/events 
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‘Definition of a strong woman’: Beloved Tri-Cities elementary teacher dies
Christmas Eve

Marisela Chavez

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Pasco, WA
A longtime Tri-City teacher and beloved mother of three died Christmas Eve from a brain aneurysm.

Marisela “Marci” Chavez was 48. She’s survived by her partner of 13 years, Melisio Mejia, as well as her children and granddaughter.

“She was the definition of a strong woman: A hard-working woman and always humble,” reads an obituary posted by her family.

Effortless Deal on Temu
Temu

She worked a combined 15 years at the Kennewick and Richland school districts. Most recently, she taught fifth grade at Fuerza Elementary
School.

 

Counseling services are available at Fuerza for those who need support, a spokesperson for the Kennewick School District said.

Chavez was the youngest daughter of Mexican immigrants who moved to the U.S. She was born in Othello and raised in Connell.

In 1994, Chavez graduated from Connell High School and went on to attend Yakima Valley Community College.
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She earned her associate’s and bachelor’s degrees from Columbia Basin College and Grand Canyon University, respectively, and went on to
work for five years as a paraeducator for the Yakima School District.

Effortless Deal on Temu
Temu

At that same time she also started a family and worked diligently to raise three daughters as a single parent.

Chavez eventually worked her way up to become a teacher and work in the district’s federal programs serving homeless and migrant youths.
She also founded a food and health pantry for students.

“Marci put an incredible effort in helping and teaching others, never forgetting to add her personal touch to her work,” read her obituary.

“She will be remembered for bringing life to any room as soon as she walked through the doors. Her spirit will live on through the memories
we hold of her dancing to the music she loved.”
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2 more officers hired to protect
Kennewick schools
12 more needed for
elementary schools

BOB BRAWDY
School Resource Officer Richard Sanders with the Kennewick Police Department gives a fist bump greeting to an arriving student on a chilly morning at Park Middle School in Kennewick.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

There are two new school resource officers on the job in Kennewick schools this new year.

The school district announced this week that the officers would be providing coverage at Horse Heaven Hills Middle School and Desert Hills
Middle School.

That means Kennewick School District now has SRO coverage on every middle and high school campus. Across the district, about two-thirds of
all its campuses now have some form of security presence at some point during the day.

“The safety of our students and staff continues to be a top priority,” said Kennewick Superintendent Traci Pierce in a statement. “These safety
efforts are made possible through community levy support. We are grateful for the support that enables us to prioritize school safety.”

In the coming years, Kennewick plans to install a safety officer at every school. The issue of school safety remains a top concern for public
educators and administrators across the nation, especially as the annual number of school shootings and reported violent acts rises.

https://www.facebook.com/KennewickSchoolDistrict/posts/pfbid02yesMEo8WcXJmgeFQfGVHQGx6VvB4KyBA87nH1HjkggYKpovSA4dZKjkQqAAXR88Pl


Just this week, a 17-year-old shooter killed a sixth-grader and wounded five others at a small secondary school in rural Perry, Iowa.

Kennewick School District
on Wednesday

Welcome to our two new school resource officers from Kennewick Police
Department who are providing safety coverage at our middle schools.

Officer Jason Vought, the new school resource officer at Horse Heaven Hills
Middle School, started working at KPD in 2017. He was previously assigned
to patrol where he was a training officer.

Officer Justin Peterson, assigned to Desert Hills Middle School, started
working at KPD in 2008. He was previously assigned to patrol and was assi
... See more
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School resource officers, also commonly known as SROs, are fully commissioned police officers. The positions are staffed by officers at the
Kennewick Police Department and the salary costs are shared with the district.

Officer Jason Vought is the new SRO at Horse Heaven Middle School. He has worked for Kennewick Police Department since 2017 and was
previously assigned to the patrol division, where he was a training officer.

Shopping made easy on Temu
Temu
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Officer Justin Peterson is the new officer at Desert Hills Middle School. He has worked for the department since 2008 and was previously
assigned to the traffic unit.

Kennewick School District is still hiring retired cops to serve as armed safety officers in elementary schools.

Kennewick hopes to hire 12 more safety officers to ensure all its elementary schools are staffed. There are currently five safety officers serving
10 of the district’s 17 elementary schools.

“We have some viable candidates in our hiring pool and anticipate hiring additional SSOs (safety officers) in the near future,” a spokesperson
for the district said. “We continue to work toward the goal of having an SSO for each elementary campus.”

Safety officers are different from school resource officers. They’re hired by the district, but must undergo a background check, firearm training
and active shooter training with the Kennewick Police Department.

Money for the program comes from $1 million in annual funding tucked within a three-year, $72 million levy measure voters approved by
voters in February 2023.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article278777334.html


Pasco School District plans for future growth
by buying $4M in farmland near new high school

COURTESY FRANKLIN COUNTY GIS
The Pasco School District is buying 41 acres near the high school under construction on Burns Road.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Pasco School District has purchased another 41 acres in a fast growing part of Franklin County for a future school.

The plot — about a quarter of an irrigated farming circle north of the Pasco city limits — was bought last month for more than $4 million.

The deal allows Pasco schools to plan for future growth and development. The plot could be used as the campus for a new elementary school
or a middle school, but there’s no firm plan, said district spokesperson Anna Tensmeyer.
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The land is diagonal to Pasco’s third comprehensive high school, currently named Harvest View High School. That school is under construction
at 6091 Burns Road and will open to students in Fall 2025.
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The area has been a hot spot for school district spending. The seller in the most recent deal, local farmer Fred Olberding, previously sold the
district its land for the new high school in 2019.

Pasco is projected to grow by about 50,000 people over the next two decades, with development largely focused in the Road 100 area.

The school district will serve 19,000 K-12 students this school year in 17 elementary schools, four middle schools, two comprehensive high
schools, two alternative learning high schools and an online school.

While county assessor’s records show a Dec. 14 purchase date, the deal still needed to be signed off on this week by the Pasco School Board at
its regular business meeting.

Shopping made easy on Temu
Temu

The money will come from the school district’s impact fees, which are paid by developers when they build a new home in the district.
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Plans delayed to ask voters for third Richland high school

BOB BRAWDY TRI-CITY HERALD

The Richland School Board approved $3.89 million in 2016 to buy this land for a third high school next to Leona Libby Middle School under construction in the background.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Richland, WA
West Richland might not get its own high school for at least another decade.

New demographics provided to the Richland School District show that enrollment isn’t growing as rapidly as it was before the COVID
pandemic.

So a new third comprehensive high school — with a current price tag of at least $255 million — might not be needed until 2035.

As a result, the Richland School Board has decided to forgo asking voters anytime soon to approve an estimated $300+ million bond measure.

Instead, it will likely consider pitching a spree of smaller bond packages over the coming years to ease crowding, improve school security and
replace aging facilities.

“I think it was a smart decision to wait and see,” board President Rick Jansons told the Tri-City Herald.

“It’s important to wait and rebuild public trust in the years after COVID and have this conversation with our constituents rather than rush to a
quick decision,” he said.

Instead of a bond, Richland voters last year approved a six-year, $23 million capital improvement levy for school security upgrades and to
begin the planning process for a third high school.

In Washington state, bonds are for building schools and facilities, while levies are for paying for learning and education programs.
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Unlike levies, bond measures require a 60% “super majority” of voters in the district to pass. Local school districts share the burden of paying
for the construction of new schools and facilities with the state, which provides matching dollars.

The school district has had its eye on building another high school for at least a decade now.

In 2016, the district bought 70 acres near the intersection of Belmont Boulevard and Keene Road in West Richland for the project.

The delay means the West Richland students will continue to be bused to high schools in Richland.

The delay in pursing it now is in stark contrast to how the district has framed the need to ease crowding at Richland High School and Hanford
High School. Just over a year ago, the district hoped to break ground on the third school in summer or fall of this year.

District officials previously said the new school would open up more curricular and extra-curricular activities, including sports programs, for
students in one of the state’s fastest growing communities.

 

But facilities planning remains an “ever-changing landscape,” Superintendent Shelley Redinger said.

She said they’re constantly considering a myriad of variables — including enrollment, inflation, property assessments, overall economy,
building costs and community input — when deciding where, when and how to build new facilities.

“Before the pandemic there was a lot of energy behind getting a new high school, and we were growing so significantly. Since the pandemic,
we’ve really leveled off. The (enrollment) growth has slowed quite a bit. We’re not declining, but we are slowing quite a bit,” Redinger said.

The school board — which has three new members following last year’s historic recall vote — plans a workshop Thursday, Jan. 11, to discuss
future bond planning.

Voters across Washington state have been declining bonds and levies at a higher rate since the pandemic. Support for school measures, once
thought to be as solid as a rock, has declined as voters face higher a cost of living and with sentiments around public schools changing.

A dozen school districts across the state tried passing construction bonds last year. Only one — coincidentally across the Columbia River from
Richland — met the voter threshold required for approval.

Pasco’s third comprehensive high school is currently under construction at 6092 Burns Road. It will open to students in Fall 2025.

Richland has a squeaky clean record of passing school measures. Over the last two decades, it has passed every bond and operating levy it
presented to voters.

 

OVERCROWDED SCHOOLS

Students and staff at Richland and Hanford high schools are feeling the pressure of crowded hallways, packed classrooms and depleting
programs space.

Hanford High School, built in the 1970s as a K-12 school and later renovated in the early 2000s, is designed to serve fewer than 1,700
students. About 1,975 are currently enrolled at the north Richland school.

Richland High School currently serves about 2,200 students.

Enrollment there has risen so much in recent years that at least nine teachers aren’t able to conduct a prep period in their designated room
because the rooms are needed for another class at that time, according to one architect’s report to the district.

Hanford’s pressure points have been on certain departments, specifically the arts, photography and broadcasting.

Redinger said they have enough high school enrollment to fill a third high school, which if built today would bring enrollment at all three high
schools down to about 1,700 students each.

But that’s not her call — it’s up to the community and school board, she said.

“Really it comes down to having these conversations with the community about these next steps,” she said.

The delay would require a number of changes to ease crowding, however.

Hanford’s campus has plenty of land that could be used for modular buildings or portables.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article107866612.html
https://www.rsd.edu/district/school-board/board-meetings
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article278344904.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article278344904.html


The district could also allocate space in other new buildings for high school education programs.

School officials also are considering replacing River’s Edge High School’s portable classrooms with a modernized two-story building that would
also house Pacific Crest Online Academy. More students could be moved from the comprehensive high schools into the alternative learning
building. River’s Edge’s enrollment could more than double, from 150 to 400 students.

“I think the primary goal of the board is to figure out what facilities are needed to support student learning,” said Jansons, adding that the
board’s new members are going to be more open minded about the proposals and will work to prioritize student needs.

 

FUTURE BOND PROJECTS

School board documents show the district could run a succession of four small capital bonds over the next 25 years to replace aging facilities,
make school security upgrades and address overcrowded buildings.

“One of the things about doing bonds every four to seven years is that, as old bonds are paid off and new bonds are added on, it keeps the tax
rate flat and predictable,” Jansons said.

Here is a proposed list of some of the larger needed projects that the board expects to consider in the coming years. No dates have been given
on when the bonds requests could go to voters.

Bond 1

Hanford High flat roof replacement: $4 million
Three Rivers HomeLink expanded educational spaces: $10 million
New building for River’s Edge High and Pacific Crest Online Academy: $45 million
Hanford High upgrades to athletic stadium and theater scene shop: $16 million
Education and Operation Center: $89 million
Sod practice field for Richland High-Carmichael Middle students, and Fran Rish signs: $4 million
Capital projects levy cancellation: $23 million

Bond 2

Safety and security upgrades: $5 million
Modular classrooms for Richland High and Hanford High: TBD
Early Learning Center in West Richland: TBD
Richland High new multipurpose room: $5 million
Indoor lap pool: $20 million

Bond 3

Chief Joseph Middle replacement: $75 million
Carmichael Middle replacement: $75 million
William Wiley Elementary replacement: $47 million
New elementary school in south/west Richland: $47 million
New middle school in south/west Richland: $75 million

Bond 4

New third comprehensive high school: $255 million
Enhanced stadium and theater at third high school: $22 million
Various turfing projects: $9 million
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Hermiston School District puts a spotlight on mental health and building
community
Alyssa Warner
Jan 9, 2024

HERMISTON, Ore. - The Hermiston School District is working to make sure that students and their families are connected and
supported, especially after the isolation that many felt during the pandemic. 

On Tuesday, the district hosted the third of six 'mental health sessions' scheduled for the school year, each with a different
focus. 

The sessions are the result of a partnership between the district and the Cook Center for Human Connection, which is based in
Utah. 

Hermiston School District Superintendent Dr. Tricia Mooney says parents might take different things from the session,
depending on their families' needs.

"For some of our families, there is that sense of teamwork, partnership, camaraderie, and a way to connect with other parents
and maybe feel not as alone in the work," Dr. Mooney says. "It's a tool; it's a way to support our kids, and we know that our kids
need support now more than ever."

The sessions planned for this school year include: 

Building Your Child's Con�dence
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Social Media

Suicide Prevention

Emotional Regulation

Substance Abuse & Vaping

Bullying and Stopping the Cycle

Find more information here.

While it's natural for parents to think back to their own childhood and teenage years, and try to act accordingly, Dr. Mooney says
kids now are facing a very, very different world than their parents - or sometimes even older siblings - experienced growing up.

"Kids are dealing with so much more. Social media has - everything is real time, and very in-your-face, if you will, at a time when
there's also a higher level of anonymity," Mooney says. "Being a kid's different now...and so really this is just a way for us to
support our community as a whole."

In addition to the mental health sessions, which are offered once a month, in both English and Spanish; in-person and online;
the Hermiston School District is now offering anonymous, one-on-one coaching sessions. Dr. Mooney describes the new option
as a way to support parents - in being parents.

"The sign up is available through the district website, [but] the district won't know who those parents are. It's all HIPAA
protected," Mooney says. "Levels of need are different, and what one parent needs today, they might not need next week, and
vice-versa."

You can �nd more information about the coaching option here.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/UlHcHwpqRakUtHpmvegkNEGqr7Z7QmFwP4pWP7Yq5OtX68tygZnfXgzC5nMpk3luH2b_Cs8l_lXN_Zcq.T8XUOsZcpVVnalq2?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FAxfwpnIbRCB2SQW21Q-82b7bJ5cMdTGLYWirFNDa98TFWOLL6vhNaScRteibAodc.Gxf36s2-oPetRLa7
https://www.hermiston.k12.or.us/apps/pages/mental_health
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/index.html
https://www.hermiston.k12.or.us/apps/news/article/1864566
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=8435a16d-3033-467b-932d-f5c515cd766d&ntv_a=gScIAhW5bAwyAQA&ntv_fl=gYyNisCMoM5x9Ep8M7QPwXE2g6ay-GTVTY8px_J3KZc81h55jxJ_bwEonTj4tTZ3iUJw8eRNULC3GJKn4ktdjl6ZdLxt3SQNhWiesOZiL2VV_fob5DQqUnAJtTc_L1kUY-WoXcqemdWe01J7l7LwFWuVMQoA-MK9mbBDeePvWis8d77sR4heBYVVjFu6mP82Remeorn2Db0mlqNfJRhgXFXJhf7EM8adwIYvcLE2NqybS30YNDAw3ISpmEI6QWf_GZAyw960dJyyQlOLjHmPwZZD_ldjHS96Urj6X84bmFFUi-RPI1EBPcng34Lidi9C6i7ur87Be1Ge4IFX2FOeuxAKLFTXncSClTN6nqlFAwf6TSl5uU9LpNYUT8QtuoCoRYjYXt2QltaOnz3KV2eeaD2z1aSScKPKqPQcgftS2aU=&ord=-962945419&ntv_ht=9fWeZQA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_enc_pr=cA5ayXNwkXxDLYYRntLb-lbHuDcQCvmV8P_ZNAdcpE7rdD1zm-ilFfSp5OMX2D94x6pVw2fKLV6VtHhkJjwPrCidfMO3yf7jaw8E__0eaHU=&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.applevalleynewsnow.com%2F&ntv_r=https://www.bleacherbreaker.com/history/are-you-able-to-pass-this-vintage-items-quiz/?utm_source=nv&utm_campaign=qvi-d-us-r-0-0-230121-bb-nv-0&utm_medium=12445&utm_content=534401-nv&utm_term=447571&utm_cpc=0
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=8435a16d-3033-467b-932d-f5c515cd766d&ntv_a=gScIAhW5bAwyAQA&ntv_fl=gYyNisCMoM5x9Ep8M7QPwXE2g6ay-GTVTY8px_J3KZc81h55jxJ_bwEonTj4tTZ3iUJw8eRNULC3GJKn4ktdjl6ZdLxt3SQNhWiesOZiL2VV_fob5DQqUnAJtTc_L1kUY-WoXcqemdWe01J7l7LwFWuVMQoA-MK9mbBDeePvWis8d77sR4heBYVVjFu6mP82Remeorn2Db0mlqNfJRhgXFXJhf7EM8adwIYvcLE2NqybS30YNDAw3ISpmEI6QWf_GZAyw960dJyyQlOLjHmPwZZD_ldjHS96Urj6X84bmFFUi-RPI1EBPcng34Lidi9C6i7ur87Be1Ge4IFX2FOeuxAKLFTXncSClTN6nqlFAwf6TSl5uU9LpNYUT8QtuoCoRYjYXt2QltaOnz3KV2eeaD2z1aSScKPKqPQcgftS2aU=&ord=-962945419&ntv_ht=9fWeZQA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_enc_pr=cA5ayXNwkXxDLYYRntLb-lbHuDcQCvmV8P_ZNAdcpE7rdD1zm-ilFfSp5OMX2D94x6pVw2fKLV6VtHhkJjwPrCidfMO3yf7jaw8E__0eaHU=&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.applevalleynewsnow.com%2F&ntv_r=https://www.bleacherbreaker.com/history/are-you-able-to-pass-this-vintage-items-quiz/?utm_source=nv&utm_campaign=qvi-d-us-r-0-0-230121-bb-nv-0&utm_medium=12445&utm_content=534401-nv&utm_term=447571&utm_cpc=0
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=8435a16d-3033-467b-932d-f5c515cd766d&ntv_a=gScIAhW5bAwyAQA&ntv_fl=gYyNisCMoM5x9Ep8M7QPwXE2g6ay-GTVTY8px_J3KZc81h55jxJ_bwEonTj4tTZ3iUJw8eRNULC3GJKn4ktdjl6ZdLxt3SQNhWiesOZiL2VV_fob5DQqUnAJtTc_L1kUY-WoXcqemdWe01J7l7LwFWuVMQoA-MK9mbBDeePvWis8d77sR4heBYVVjFu6mP82Remeorn2Db0mlqNfJRhgXFXJhf7EM8adwIYvcLE2NqybS30YNDAw3ISpmEI6QWf_GZAyw960dJyyQlOLjHmPwZZD_ldjHS96Urj6X84bmFFUi-RPI1EBPcng34Lidi9C6i7ur87Be1Ge4IFX2FOeuxAKLFTXncSClTN6nqlFAwf6TSl5uU9LpNYUT8QtuoCoRYjYXt2QltaOnz3KV2eeaD2z1aSScKPKqPQcgftS2aU=&ord=-962945419&ntv_ht=9fWeZQA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_enc_pr=cA5ayXNwkXxDLYYRntLb-lbHuDcQCvmV8P_ZNAdcpE7rdD1zm-ilFfSp5OMX2D94x6pVw2fKLV6VtHhkJjwPrCidfMO3yf7jaw8E__0eaHU=&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.applevalleynewsnow.com%2F&ntv_r=https://www.bleacherbreaker.com/history/are-you-able-to-pass-this-vintage-items-quiz/?utm_source=nv&utm_campaign=qvi-d-us-r-0-0-230121-bb-nv-0&utm_medium=12445&utm_content=534401-nv&utm_term=447571&utm_cpc=0


https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/kennewick-school-districts-superintendent-to-retire-after-school-2024-2025-school-
year/article_5a89c35a-b0b2-11ee-a696-ff2d8eb16623.html

Kennewick School District's superintendent to retire after school 2024-
2025 school year
Morgan Huff
Jan 11, 2024
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KENNEWICK, Wash. -- The Kennewick School District announced the
current KSD superintendent Dr. Traci Pierce, will be retiring after the 2024-
2025 school year.

KSD said during the next few months the recruitment and hiring process
will begin. The new hire will serve at the Deputy Superintendent for the
2024-2025 school year until Dr. Pierce retires.

If you would like to put input on characteristics, qualities and
quali�cations that the next superintendent should have, click here.
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WA Department of Health to provide free naloxone to public high schools
Emily Goodell
Jan 11, 2024

Emily Goodell

STATEWIDE -- The Washington Department of Health is launching a new program to supply public high schools with
the life-saving opioid reversal drug naloxone.

According to health of�cials, while the crisis has been hitting the state hard on all fronts, opioid overdose deaths
nearly tripled for 14-to-18-year-olds between 2016 and 2022.

“That sort of high school age group is a particular concern,” DOH program manager Emalie Huriaux said.

State law already requires school districts with 2,000 or more students to have at least two doses of an opioid
reversal medication on hand in every high school, but at around $45 a box, it can be expensive.

https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/users/profile/Emily%20Goodell
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/users/profile/Morgan%20Huff


“We know some high schools have been successful getting donated naloxone through a manufacturer donation
program,” Huriaux said. “We believe some have purchased it on their own or had donations from their local health
department or other local entities and then some have not been able to access any naloxone.”

Huriaux said that’s why the Washington Department of Health  is now offering all public high schools two kits of
naloxone in nasal spray form, which they can request through their Educational Service District.
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“The ESDs are managing the orders from the public high schools in their district … and then they're submitting those
orders through us and we're ful�lling them,” Huriaux said.

If teens want to carry naloxone on their own, Huriaux said there’s no state law that would prohibit them from having
it on them, but it’s a conversation they should have with their parents. She said there’s also no guarantee they’d be
able to carry it at school.

“From what I understand, in some districts, they’re generally not allowed to carry any medication, whether that's over
the counter or prescription in their backpack and those medications need to be managed by the school nurse,”
Huriaux said.

Huriaux said there’s also no law that prohibits teens from purchasing naloxone.

“There may be restrictions that individual pharmacies placed on who can purchase naloxone, but from a state
standing order perspective, there's no restriction,” Huriaux said. “The CDC does not have any age restrictions on their
recommendations and neither does the FDA.”

Anyone in Washington state can get naloxone from a pharmacy using the statewide standing order, which functions as
a prescription for people at risk of witnessing or experiencing an overdose. Washington state residents can also order
it online for free.
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“Just like you could access ibuprofen or allergy medication over the counter, Narcan is available for purchase over the
counter in a lot of retail pharmacies,” Huriaux said.

Residents of Yakima County can also get naloxone for free at two vending machines set up by the Yakima Health
District. One is at the OIC of Washington building at 717 Fruitvale Blvd. in Yakima and the other is at Yakamart in
Toppenish.
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