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Program

“Completing AP Courses is one way applicants demonstrate 

a willingness to accept academic challenges. Strong grades 

and high test scores certainly demonstrate preparation for 

college.”
- Lori Goldman, Director of Admissions, University of Arizona



College level courses taught in a high school environment

• Set of internationally administered High School classes present in over 180 countries

2023 – 5.2 million exams were given to students nationally

• 545 RRHS students currently enrolled in AP courses

Challenging and engaging course work

All programs designed by College professors

• Certification programs for incoming AP teachers

• Recent years – focus on Equity and Access

• Mission: Connect students to university success and opportunity

Explores content further than traditional high school classes

Success on an AP Exam represents mastery of concepts and skills necessary for success 
in postsecondary studies.

What are Advanced Placement courses?



How do AP classes differ from other classes?

• Possesses a definite timeline—driven by detailed course 

descriptions and suggested pacing.

• It is a College Board approved course

Teacher created syllabus requires College Board approval

• Student responsibility shifts to a more collegiate 

model

Teacher focuses on skill development and support

Students teach themselves the content

• Different type of workload

Focus on self-advocacy and student-directed studying



• Biology
• Calculus (AB & BC)

• Chemistry
• Computer Science A 
• Comp. Sci. Principles 
• English Language
• English Literature
• Environmental 

Science
• US Gov.t/Politics
• Human Geography

• Macroeconomics
• Microeconomics
• Music Theory

• Physics 
• (I,II, E &M, 

Mechanics)
• Precalculus
• Psychology

• Spanish Language 
& Culture

• Statistics

• Studio Art(Drawing, 
3D)

• US History
• World History

• Seminar
• Research

We have an AP course for everyone!



AP Merit Schools are schools with at least 20 

percent of the student population taking AP 
exams and at least 50 percent of all AP 
exams earning scores of 3 or higher.

AP STEM Schools are schools with 
students testing in at least two AP 

math courses and two AP science 
courses

AP STEM Achievement 
Schools are schools with students 

testing in at least two AP math 
courses and two AP science 

courses, and at least 40 percent of 
the exam scores on AP math and 
AP science exams earning scores 

of 3 or higher.

River Ridge Recognized

AP HUMANTIES Schools are schools 
with students testing in at least two 

social science courses.

http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/2016%20AP%20MERIT%20SCHOOLS%202.10.16.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/2016%20AP%20STEM%20%20SCHOOLS%202%2010%2016.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/2016%20AP%20HUMANITIES%20HONOR%20SCHOOLS.2.10.16.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/2016%20AP%20HUMANITIES%20HONOR%20SCHOOLS.2.10.16.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/2016%20AP%20STEM%20%20SCHOOLS%202%2010%2016.pdf


What are the benefits of AP?

• Students learn demanding college-
level content and skills

• Studies have shown that:

• Single biggest predictor for success in college is whether students were 

exposed to rigorous material while in High School

• Students who score 3 or higher on AP Exams perform as well as or better 

than university students in the corresponding course.

• Students who score 3 or higher on AP Exams perform better in college 

than non-AP students

• Opportunity to earn valuable credit 
and placement in college

• Taking AP is valued in the college 
admission process

• Ability to work with like-minded 
students that enjoy the same 
academic environment & subjects

• AP Courses are accepted as “rigor 
courses” qualifying students for the 
HOPE Scholarship. 

* Students will be required to have at 
least 4 rigor courses to qualify *









What are AP Exams?

• Standardized, cumulative exams * Given in early May *

• 1008—exams currently signed up for

• AP Exams do not factor into student grades in high school. However, the score on the exam may is 
used by colleges & universities to issue credit.

• The College Board creates this exam and sets the date, time, and cost of each exam. The cost for 
one exam this year is $100. Students qualifying for free/reduced lunch receive their exams for $53. 
Any student taking an AP Stem course can get one free AP Stem exam.

• RRHS AP strongly encourages participation in the AP Exam, but participation is not mandatory.



WHAT CAN BE 
EXPECTED 
FROM AP 
CLASSES?

FOR PARENTS



WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM AP
STUDENTS?

TEACHER PERSPECTIVE



ENROLLING IN AP COURSES

Each course has a different pathway to enter

• Some courses do not have pre-requisites

• Upcoming 9th grade students will only have the opportunity to take AP Biology and AP Human 
Geography.  These students are selected and notified based upon district rubric and academic 
performance in MS

• Many courses can be taken 10th to 12th grade

• Some course have specific pathways to follow

• Speak with your AP content teachers and counselors if you have interest



COURSE SUCCESSION-SCIENCE



COURSE SUCCESSION-MATH



COURSE SUCCESSION-ENGLISH



COURSE SUCCESSION-WORLD 
LANGUAGE



COURSE SUCCESSION-SOCIAL STUDIES



THANK YOU!

Contact AP Department Chair: 
Ansley.Sand@cherokeek12.net

David.Harrison@cherokeek12.net

Contact the Counseling Department
Marci.Goodloe@Cherokee.k12.net

Contact AP Coordinator
Ken.Nix@Cherokeek12.net

For more information, visit the RRHS homepage and click on AP 
Class Information

mailto:Ansley.Sand@cherokeek12.net
mailto:Kati.Kong@Cherokee.k12.ga.us
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